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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.
Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose. 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the Yate 
Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc,  
12, HighStreet, Doncaster,  
South Yorkshire DN1 1ED, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, 120 Maisemore 
Yate, BS37 8UW

Tel: 01454329332;  
Email: admin@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

CambodiaAction

      @Cambodia_Action

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with three other missions as part 

of International Co-operation Cambodia  
(ICC)
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>> Editorial

Dear friends,

Recently I attended a Global 
Partners Breakfast hosted 
by my local church. The 
speaker selected a slide 

of the world that depicted the church 
around the globe. Each small dot 
represented 50,000 believers in the 
respective country. As I looked at the 
figures it struck me how many Chris-
tians are concentrated in the west and 
how few are in the east. Southeast Asia 
was one of the areas that had a very 
little concentration of Christians and 
nowhere near the number of Christians 
in the west.

Cambodia Action has for years worked 
with the church in Cambodia with 
the expressed desire to see a strong 
Christian witness and healthy growing 
church. In this edition of Action  
magazine, I mention an unreached 
people group namely the Cham people. 
Please read the short article, share it 
with your prayer group and pray for  
opportunities to reach these people 
with the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. 

I often receive reports from our team 
members of locals coming to faith and 
sharing this publically. We thank God 
that our team members are making the 

Kingdom of God known to those living 
in Cambodia. Also Sharron Catton our 
newest team member writes about her 
experiences working for M’lup Russey 
and gives us all a  
challenge to think about how God can 
use our talents. She has certainly found 
that God is using hers!

Goodbye and Thank you
We say goodbye to the Heasman  
family, who have served Cambodia for 
almost 17 years! We give thanks for 
their service and love for the people 
that they have reached during this time. 
May God bless the next phase of their 
lives. We also say thank you to all of 
our loyal and faithful supporters. We 
have seen a decrease in the gifts  
coming through, but we trust in the 
Lord who has called us to speak of 
Him. Romans 10:14 clearly says that 
we are to go to those so that they may 
believe in Him who has sent us. Please 
consider whether God is calling you 
to support the work that CA is carrying 
out in an area that is still considered 
un-reached.

 Lastly, please pray for Cambodia  
Action and our team, as we desire to 
be sent to those that have not heard 
about His wonderful love.        
                           God bless you, Chris

If you are interested in in talking to us about the 
opportunities in Cambodia, please contact Chris 
Catlin at c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org.

But how can they all on him to save them unless they believe in him? And 
how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And 
how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? Romans 10:14
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>>Saying goodbye to the Heasman family
Jez and Jacqui Heasman, 
two of Cambodia Action’s 
long standing team  
members have been living 
and working in Cambodia 
for almost 17 years, being 
used of the Lord and  
seeing God’s Kingdom 
come to this great and 
wonderful nation.  
However, over a course of 
12 months Jez and Jacqui 
started to discern a change 
was coming in the plans 
that the Lord had for their 
futures. After much prayer and consultation, they felt that it was the right time to 
leave Cambodia and move into the next phase of their lives that God had planned 
for them. Part one of the plan was at the end of the school year being June,  
return to the UK for a short period of time and then move to the country of  
Albania. When one studies the map of the world, Cambodia is a far distance from 
Albania and a completely different country to that which they are accustomed, but 
it is to Albania that they feel lead by the Lord.

The Heasman family will be missed by many friends and colleagues around the 
country, and this was evident from their Facebook postings of goodbye trips that 
they have made crisscrossing the Cambodian countryside. Jez and Jacqui were 
very much part of the mission community in Cambodia and over the years they 
worked within a number of different Cambodia Action partnerships like ICC and 
Hope International School. In the later years of service, the city of Siem Reap 
became their home with both of them working at the school and where they also 
served in their local church. 

Packing up and selling a number of things that they cannot bring back to the 
UK or on to Albania has taken up a lot of the family’s time. Questions like ‘What 
do you sell?’, ‘What do you give away?’ and ‘What do you take with you?’ were 
greatly on their minds before leaving. The 29th of June was the date for the great 
departure where they have headed back to England to spend time with family and 
friends and then make preparations for the next phase of their lives in Albania.

 Moving from the country that you called home for the last 17 years is not an 
easy task - young Paul has grown up here all his life, Jez and Jacqui have many 
friends and many good memories. Added to this are the many new challenges 
that await them in settling into a new country. Challenges like learning a new  
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culture, a new language and making a new set of friends and supporters.  
 
Jez and Jacqui are moving country but not leaving the mission field and they 
hope that those that have supported them over the years will continue. They have 
expressed this in the newsletters that they have recently written and sent out, giv-
ing thanks for those that have stood with them over the years. If you would like to 
stay in touch with the Heasman family, then please write to them at  
partner@heasman-family.info

Cambodia and Cambodia Action will miss Jez, Jacqui and Paul but we know that 
the Lord is going to use them in a country that needs to hear of the love of God. 
Our prayer for the Heasman family is that God would lead and guide the family 
into what He has prepared for them.       
                                                                                                  Chris Catlin

Jeri Lee, one of Cambodia Action’s 
team members, has been serving 
in Cambodia for a number of years 
and is needing to return to the UK 
for some personal reasons which will 
include an eye operation. During her 
time she will be looking to raise up 
her personal support to return back to 
Cambodia and continue the work that 

God has opened up to her.

During this period back home it would 
be a good opportunity for Jeri Lee to 
connect with her church, friends and 
supporters. If you would like to hear 
about what Jeri Lee is doing in  
Cambodia perhaps invite her to talk to 
your home or church group. 

Please pray for Jeri Lee dur-
ing her time in the UK, pray 
that the Lord would refresh 
her and that she would be 
able to share her heart for 
Cambodia. 

Please contact Cambodia 
Action for more  
information at  
admin@cambodiaaction.org

>> Jeri Lee on furlough in the UK     
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The severity of the heat and dryness 
struck me immediately as I stepped out 
of the airport terminal onto the bustling 
streets of Phnom Penh. I had arrived 
back in the Kingdom of Wonder on my 
bi-annual trip. 

Kampong Spue visit 
 Travelling down to the province of 
Kampong Speu gave me a good  
opportunity to spend time with three of 
our team members and talk about their 
work in Cambodia. 

First, we headed to a local church near 
the mattress factory, where an informal 
discussion with the pastor had been 
organized. However, with the news of 
us coming many believers had  
gathered and were eagerly sitting in 
the church awaiting our arrival.  
Surprised and taken a little off guard 
our small team were happy to open the 
bible and share a number of mini talks 
to encourage these believers, many of 
whom were way into their 90’s. 

After the meeting we travelled to 
minister to those that are employed at 

a mattress factory - on page 9 you can 
read an article about the work written by 
Zoran Sulc. 

Cambodia Action team day 
Team time is more than just seeing 
each other occasionally, it is a chance 
to share what God is doing, pray and 
encourage each other in challenges 
that are faced, finishing this all off with 
a meal together. The team in Cambodia 
despite being small, always amaze me 
at how committed and focussed they 

are. They truly believe in what 
they are doing and believe 
that they are making a  
difference. If you want to join 
our team we have a number 
of serving opportunities in 
Cambodia, just get in touch.

Visiting the church in  
Cambodia  
The church in Cambodia is 
crucial to the wellbeing of 
the nation of Cambodia. It is 
always a delight for me to be 
invited to visit and speak at 

some of the different Khmer churches 
that Cambodia Action’s team members 
attend and are involved with in service. 
On this trip I had an opportunity on 
two separate Sundays to travel to the 
church on the Island of Koh Dach, a 
small congregation outside of the city 
and New Hope church, a church among 
the garment workers within the city. 
Please pray for the church in  
Cambodia, as they seek to reach their 
own people with the message of the 
Gospel, and pray that God would use 
our team members to encourage those 
with whom they are serving. 

www.cambodiaaction.org>>

>>April/May trip to Cambodia - by Chris Catlin
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M’lup Russey works with youth who live in orphanages, cares for children in 
emergency foster families, and traces, assesses and reunites families.  But how 
does that help the situation of Cambodian children who are vulnerable to abuse, 
exploitation or trafficking?
FROM THE CASE FILES OF M’LUP RUSSEY: 
• A couple divorces and mum decides to put her 10 year old son into an  

orphanage.  M’lup Russey works with local authorities to rescue him from  
being separated from his family.

• A foreigner walking her dog finds a 13 year old boy under her stairs.  He tells 
her he’s run away from an orphanage because he’s beaten, so she calls 
M’lup Russey to help.

• A mother decides she will earn more money in Thailand and leaves her  
children with their elderly grandma, but grandma’s house burns down in a 
fire. Local authorities place the 14 year old grandson with a M’lup Russey 
emergency foster family. 

• Two sisters aged 10 and 13 are abused by a relative and rescued by local 
authorities, who place them into a M’lup Russey emergency foster family.  

• Twelve children under 14 are rescued from exploitation on the border, and 
M’lup Russey is called to support them during their court cases.

• Three young people, who left orphanages, don’t have birth certificates or 
ID cards, which they need to get jobs, get married and vote. M’lup Russey 
works with local authorities to get their documentation.

• A poor grandma looks after four grandchildren, and the Community Support 
Group trained by M’lup Russey is very worried about them. The group  
provides them with clothes, food and school materials.

• A young girl is attacked in her village. The members of the Community  
Support Group trained by M’lup Russey take her to hospital and help her 
family report to the police.

Sadly, all these stories are true and recent, and there are 
many more similar in M’lup Russey’s files. Since January 
2019, M’lup Russey has supported 584 individual young 
people with services, youth clubs, training, support, or  
access to school materials, counselling, legal  
representation and medical checks. 23 children are cared 
for by emergency foster families; 58 children who have 
been reunited with their own families continue to receive 
support.  M’lup Russey has also trained 131 adults in child protection, case  
management or how to become a Child Safe Organisation - M’lup Russey hopes 
this will reduce child abuse, exploitation and trafficking in the future. 

>> M’lup Russey Report



www.CambodiaAction.orgwww.cambodiaaction.orgwww.cambodiaaction.org>>

>> Serving in Administration - Applying the principles of Acts 6:1-7

Rucksack? Check; … Laptop? Check;... 
Charger? Check; … Money? Check; …
Mobile Phone? Check; …and so a new 
week begins. Stepping out onto the 
balcony, padding to the culturally  
required external shoe rack to slip on 
my sandals before locking up and head-
ing downstairs, I order a tuk tuk to take 
me to work. It is Monday morning and at 
M’lup Russey we gather for the weekly 
devotions, a time of worship, studying 
God’s word and praying for one another 
and M’lup Russey.  Then it is upstairs to 
start on the week’s activities.

What do you think of when you think 
of anti-trafficking or modern slavery?  
Do you focus on the perpetrators or 
on the victims?  What response does 
it prompt in you?  Do you feel there is 
nothing you can do?  At M’lup Russey, 
alongside supporting those who have 
unfortunately experienced the results of 
trafficking, we also work on  
preventing Cambodians, adults and 
children alike, from becoming victims 
through training individuals and  
communities to care for children and 
families. The work involves social work; 
family tracing; liaising with authorities to 
produce documents; assisting with the 

Sharron at her desk

transition from orphanage life to life in 
the community; training across many 
fields – child protection,  
budgeting, engendering community 
spirit, and so much more that space 
prevents me from outlining! Through 
these ripples of activities we trust that 
the Lord will extend the influence of our 
work across wider areas than we can 
reach directly at the present time.

That’s M’lup Russey and their focus, 
but what about the wider picture of 
Cambodia and its myriad needs?  How 
do you respond?  If your thoughts run 
along the lines of: “I am not a social 
worker, a medical practitioner, engineer, 
pastor etc., so I have nothing to offer”, I 
can relate to that, because that is what 
I used to think too.  However, my week 
consists of working on spreadsheets, 
proof reading, explaining the vagaries 
of the English language, analysing sys-
tems and processes for improvements, 
and, every now and again, a visit to the 
field to see the staff in action to  
better inform the administration  
behind it.  Sometimes being an  
overseas servant of the Lord and  
working in the cause of anti-trafficking 
looks like this – remarkably like what I 
did at home in another context!  

The question is how and where does 
the Lord want you to serve Cambodia?  
Maybe your “ripples of activity” are to 
continue to pray fervently for this land, 
maybe it is to fund the work that others 
are doing here, or maybe, just maybe, 
there is a season of being set apart to 
minister directly in the land ….?

                                By Sharron Catton
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>> Bringing the Gospel of Grace but also 
     Opportunities to Work
Among the many things they do, for 
the past two years our longest serving 
Cambodia Action workers, Susie and 
Herry, have been responsible for a  
mattress factory in Kompong Spue, 
two hours drive from Phnom Penh.
In 2009, Herry was offered the  
business to support his ministry, but 
had no time to develop it so asked one 
of his Navigators team to  
manage it for a profit share - 50% for 
her family and 50% for Herry’s  
ministry. In 2018, Susie agreed to manage the  
business as a pure social enterprise called 
“Agape Rural Handicrafts”. She did it in faith having never done anything like this 
before! It is a “business for mission” operation where all profit is channelled into 
the ministry. Susie takes no salary or profit for personal needs. The Agape  
factory provides jobs for twenty men and twelve women as well as a further seven 
women who produce work at home and bring it in for checking.
The factory was supervised by a Khmer man, who left to get married, but now a 
very competent and enthusiastic young woman, Chamroeun has committed to 
serving as an intern for one year under Herry and Susie’s guidance as part of her  
development for ministry. She supervises the site, leads devotions and provides 
Bible teaching and spiritual support to the seven believers at the factory. She has 
also reached out to a local church to see how working together can impact the  

local community. She helps CA workers Zoran and  
Margaret who visit each fortnight to share truth with the 
believers group and then present the Gospel through  
storytelling to the mainly male workforce. 
Herry, who is also Country Leader for the Navigators  
Cambodia has recently recruited a newly arrived  
Cambodian American team member to work with Zoran to 
minister to the men.  Please pray for Susie, Chamroeun 
and this team of people sowing the Gospel in the hearts of 
the workers so that they, their families and communities will                                                                 
 be transformed. Also pray that the business will continue    
  to succeed and provide much needed jobs.    

   
                                                                    Article by Zoran Sulc

Chamroeun

Lunchtime before our 
main meeting
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>> Giving thanks for your generous gifts 

at www.recycle4charity.co.uk, register 
and select Cambodia Action as your 
preferred charity.

Below is a record of the gifts that Cambodia Action has received over the last two 
years. We have seen a drop in income between 2017 and 2018 but we continue 
to see the generosity of many faithful individual supporters. Your giving has 
enabled us to share the love of God in a country that is desperately seeking true 
meaning. Furthermore, with the funds we were able to walk alongside our various 
partners in Cambodia, who seek to bring the good news to Cambodians 

Many blessings

There are many different ways to fund-
raise for Cambodia Action. By recycling 
your old ink cartridges, Recycle4charity 
will donate a small amount of money of 
the returned ink cartridge to Cambodia 
Action.
For more information on  
Recycle4charity please visit their site 

>> Fundraise for Cambodia Action   
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JOIN IN THE 100 CHALLENGE



>> THANKSGIVING
• Thank you to the Heasman family for the years of service to the people in  
 Cambodia.
• Thanks for Jeri Lee’s tireless work with the children at Hope School.
• Thank you to all our faithful supporters of Cambodia Action. 

>> PRAYER
• Pray for the Heasman family that God would bless the path that they will be  
 taking
• Pray for the speedy return of Jeri Lee to Cambodia 
• Pray for the team in Cambodia, for their health and safety on the roads.
• Pray that God will use our team members in the different responsibilities and  
 roles that they play each day
• Pray that our team will get opportunities to share the gospel with un-reached  
 groups living in Cambodia. Groups like the Cham people living in Cambodia:

According to the Joshua project, the Cham  
people in Cambodia number just under 250 000 
and are considered predominately Muslim with 
as little as 0.01% Christian, this would place 
them in the category as being un-reached. The 
Joshua project states that progress to reach 
the Cham is slow. The Cham people are a very 
closed and close community and suspicious of 
outsiders with little Christian witness. 

With the possibility of the Cham being dispersed around the country it is possible that 
our team could meet up with some. Please pray that our partners or team may meet 
and be able to share the gospel with the Cham people. 

Cambodia Action, 120 Maisemore, Yate, BS37 8UW.
Tel: 01454 - 329332, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.cambodiaaction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382

                                       Change of address
Cambodia Action’s phone number and address have changed
New postal address: 120 Maisemore, Yate, BS37 8UW
New phone number: 01454 329332


