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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose.
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@
CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with three other missions as part 

of International Co-operation Cambodia  
(ICC)
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>> EDITORIAL -

Dear Friends  

On arriving in the recently completed 
Phnom Penh international airport, a 
familiar sight welcomed and greeted 
both my wife and I, the tall frame and 
beaming face of Zoran Sulc were 
clearly identifiable at international 
arrivals. Greetings were made, bags 
were loaded into our trusty Tuk-tuk and 
off we set through the streets of Phnom 
Penh. We were heading for Toul Tom 
Pong, a suburb of this fast growing 
capital city of Cambodia, and our home 
for the next few weeks. The city was 
notably quiet, but I soon realised why. 
We had arrived in the country, during 
the Khmer New Year! The celebrations 
extend for three days with almost all 
businesses closing for this period to 
allow their staff a well-earned break.

Khmer New Year literally means 
entering a new year and celebrates the 
end of the harvest season when 
farmers enjoy the fruits of their labours. 
A lot of traditional customs are 
observed during the festival, people 
donning colourful costumes, group 
games being played, family travels and 

visits to the provinces, festivals and 
feasts.

But this year was a lean year as the 
rains had not come as expected. The 
crops have provided a low yield this 
season, as record temperatures are 
being recorded throughout the country. 
There does not seem to be a lot to 
celebrate, however this has not 
dampened the spirits of these resilient 
people, they will overcome this dry 
period. We need to pray for rain, not 
only in Cambodia but for all of its 
neighbours as well.

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus is recorded 
as saying that the Father sends rain on 
the just and the unrighteous. He is a 
God that will send precious life-giving 
rain and it is to Him that we lift up our 
hearts and voices.

Please join us in prayer as we ask for 
two things; that the Khmer people will 
enjoy the coming New Year and look 
forward to the blessings of rain from 
above.

God bless.

Chris Catlin,  
Executive Director
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>>ICC SALT WORKSHOP

 A number of months before ICC’s 
board meeting, Susanne Madsen,  
Executive Director of ICC, contacted 
me and asked if I would hold an 
inspirational and motivational workshop 
for a group of the leadership and staff 
that work for the NGO. The staff saw 
the need to band together and form a 
group among themselves to minister 
to those around them. This would be in 
their off time, talking to their neighbours 
or the people they encounter at the  
local market. They have called  
themselves SALT. 

Gathered at ICC’s headquarters, I 
congratulated those present firstly 
on the decision they had taken to be 
salt and the blessing this will bring to 
themselves. I then proceeded to speak 
about the different aspects of salt and 
its importance. We looked at the  
different contributing factors that  
natural salt would bring to a meal and 
the table. Jesus, I reminded them, 
spoke about being salt, warning us not 
to lose our saltiness, becoming useless 
and to be discarded.

Present were some eager learners, 
keen to become inspired to be useful 
in the kingdom of God, and be used to 

bring flavour in a world that has lost its 
good taste. This was evident during our 
question times, as they asked how they 
could become more effective in a dying 
world around them. 

After a coffee and fruit break,  
Cambodians love their fruit, we moved 
into discussing the Kingdom of God, 
what it looks like and what it does not 
look like. I spoke on the importance of 
recognising that this Kingdom that we 
are part of, has an enthroned king at 
the centre, a king that cannot be  
overthrown, a loving and caring king. 

This led into a number of discussions 
about their own understandings of 
placement and purpose within the 
Kingdom of God. Where do I fit, how do 
I function, am I seeing the King and His 
kingdom with biblical eyes? This was 
a great platform to again turn to the 
scriptures for our understanding of the 
Kingdom of God.

The final session was on how to remain 
joy filled while being salt. I had been 
requested to speak about joy, joy in 
the workplace and holding onto joy. 
PowerPoint was a really helpful tool 
as I showed them a number of video 
clips, which brought home the points 
discussed.

We ended the day enjoying a traditional 
Khmer lunch with the ever present 
bowls of fruit. My prayer for this small 
band of colleagues at the ICC  
headquarters is that they would be 
inspired to be what Jesus says they 
are, salt!
                                           Chris Catlin
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Each calendar year, International Cooperation Cambodia (ICC for short), hold 
two important board meetings at their headquarters in Phnom Penh. The board is 
made up of representatives of the owner organisations, SIL international,  
Cambodia Action, Interact and Normisjon.

The board meetings are hosted by Susanne Madsen Executive Director of ICC, 
and provide the opportunity to sit collectively and discuss how to maintain and stir 
the momentum of an organisation that is affecting for the better the lives of many 
Cambodian’s at grass root level.

This April, alongside the two days of board meetings, we had an extra day of 
Policy Governance training hosted by Mark Osborne of SIL, a former board  
member of ICC. Governance can be a tiresome exercise that some may find  
laborious, but scripture requires us to administrate correctly and to watch over 
that which has been entrusted to us, for we will give an account before the Lord. 
Good governance helps us to make sure that this is done. Mark really did a good 
job interactively communicating with, at times with sparks of fun, while tackling a 
subject that could be difficult and uninteresting.

As board members, we are faced with the on-going challenge of raising the profile 
of the country and organisation that we collectively govern. I want to commend 
Susanne and the staff at ICC for the great work that they all are doing.

Well done!

If you would like to work with ICC in some of the placements they currently have 
please email Chris Catlin at c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org

>>ICC BOARD MEETING
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>> FAMILIES HEADING BACK TO THE UK 

          THE PROTHERO FAMILY

Sitting in Jane’s office at Hope School 
North, I ask Mark and Jane to tell a  
little of their story in how they came to 
be and live in Cambodia.

The Prothero family, made up of Mark, 
Jane and their two children Eden and 
Alfie, first came to Cambodia as a  
result of reading an online advert  
featured in Christians abroad. The 
advert, placed by Southeast Asia  
Outreach (now Cambodia Action), was 
an invitation to come and serve in a 
growing Christian school called Hope. 
Both Mark and Jane being qualified 
teachers prayed and asked the Lord 
about this opportunity, as they had two 
other options to teach abroad in  
separate countries. After prayer and 
discussion they contacted Brent 
Wilmore, the then director, to discuss 
the way forward in coming to  
Cambodia.  
 
The decision was taken during a family 
camping break in France and Mark still 
remembers having to use the campsite 
call box to inform the school of their 
decision. That was back in 2005 and an  
agreement was struck that they would 
serve for two years. Ten years later and 

the Prothero family are now heading 
back to the UK!

At the time, because the growing 
school had a number of urgent  
placements, Brent asked Mark and 
Jane if they would be available the 
following month. This was not in the 
Prothero’s thinking or planning,  
however with a few adjustments the 
family they did manage to make the 
journey earlier than expected, much to 
the relief of the school.

It was January 2006, Mark, Jane, Eden 
7 years old and Alfie just 5 arrived to 
a steaming hot Cambodia. I asked 
them what their first impressions of the 
country were? In almost chorus they 
both agreed that three things stood out; 
it was really hot, people drove on the 
wrong side of the road and everyone 
greeted them with smiles wherever 
they went.  

However, their second memorable  
impression was not so good. During 
the first day that they moved into their 
new home, while Jane was at the  
market and Mark visiting their new  
Director, they were robbed and all of 
the families’ valuables were stolen.  

They quickly got into a routine of living 
in this new country and it was not long 
before the school director approached 
Mark to take on more of a leadership 
role and by the April of the same year 
Mark was involved in heading up the 
senior part of Hope School. This was 
not exactly what they had expected but 
they loved the challenge as the school 
grew by up to 50% year on year.  

Ten years later, both Mark and Jane 
are leaving the school, Jane serving 
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as Principal of the Primary School, and 
Mark as Principal of the High School. 
The school has been growing year on 
year and at the end of their ten-year 
service they are leaving behind a state 
of the art new campus built in the north 
of the city, housing hundreds of 
children.

In closing I asked the Prothero’s why 
they were leaving Cambodia and 
furthermore what is next for the family? 
Mark replied that they felt that it was 
time to move on, both their children are 
continuing education back in the UK 
and that they have given Cambodia 10 

good years of their lives. 
Mark and Jane are to remain in  
education on returning to Leeds, their 
home town, and have already set up 
employment opportunities.

Both Cambodia and Cambodia Action 
will miss them and Hope International 
School will experience a gap that will 
need to be filled. We want to thank the 
Prothero family for their service,  
experience and dedicated hard works 
carried out in the country and want to 
bless them as they to go out with joy, 
and that they would be led forth with 
peace.  

     MARK AND JENNY RYES

Sitting in Mark and Jenny Ryes well 
ventilated lounge in Phnom Penh, I 
asked them both to give me a glimpse 
into their lives over the last six years that 
they have spent working in Cambodia. 
The conversation started out with a bit 
of background learning how they were 
introduced to both the country and  
Cambodia Action. It was back in 2004 after finishing a period with Mercy Ships 
they decided to pray as to where the Lord would have them serve next and what 
was next on God’s agenda for their lives? 

God began to cultivate and lead Mark and Jenny as He worked out His plan, 
taking them on a journey towards the Kingdom of Wonder. These God  
interventions included being asked to head up a mission trip from their local 
church to Cambodia, to attending a talk at Spring Harvest by a founder of a small 
Christian school and all these indicators were designed to put the Rye’s on the 
path of relocating them to Cambodia.  The final piece of the jigsaw was making 
contact with Cambodia Action’s Executive Director, Geoff Collett, back in 2009 
and becoming full members being sent to the mission field.  

As they set the scene of their landing in Cambodia with the intention of making 
this their home for a number of years, I asked if they could recall what their first 
impression of the country was? Jenny smiled broadly and replied, “a beautiful city, 



www.CambodiaAction.orgwww.CambodiaAction.org>>

>> FAMILIES HEADING BACK TO THE UK (cont.)
beautiful architecture, French buildings, smiling faces and a freedom to explore 
the city”. Seeing beauty among poverty, takes the eyes of faith and a deep call 
from God.   

Mark, an art teacher, started to teach at the Hope middle school and quickly got 
involved in different bible and sports events. It soon became clear to the directors 
that Mark had more to offer than merely teaching and within a year he was  
director and finally Principal of the middle school.

Jenny too, quickly got involved, using her nursing skills to volunteer at two small 
medical clinics that ministered to people living on refuse dumps. Alongside this 
she was learning Khmer in order to communicate to those around her.

Mercy Medical Centre, a Christian hospital in the city asked if Jenny would use 
her training experience to train the local Khmer nurses. Using development and 
education she increased the standard of health care that was on offer at the  
centre. Furthermore, Jenny also got involved in sexual health awareness and 
training. 

Both of them bought motorbikes to commute to work and get around and very 
quickly got settled into life in the ever growing city of Phnom Penh. While serving 
in Cambodia they have lived in two homes, each of them were close to markets, 
so smells and business have been a part of their normal days. They live currently 
in an apartment called a Plaveng, translated as ‘long house’ and is surrounded 
by many high-rise apartment blocks currently being constructed. Peace and quiet 
are cherished commodities in this city and are difficult to come by, but Mark and 
Jane love it here.

So why go back to the UK, I ask? Jenny’s Dad is ill and Mark’s Mum is not well  
either, and after much prayer they both feel it is important to return to care for 
their families. I asked if they would come back? “Without a doubt “was their  
response. They will miss the country, the people, the feel of the city as well as the 
friends that they have made and the lives that they have touched. 

Finally, as the evening draws to a close I ask them both for one memorable thing 
that stands out during their ten-year period. Mark goes first, recalling last year 
how they celebrated Khmer new year with friends in Kampong Tom. He recalls 
the welcome they received, the shared meals of little fish and rice, picking  
Mangoes together and enjoying the love that a Khmer family showed them both.

Jenny’s turn, she recalls with pride the day that 10 nurses she had trained,  
graduated. She remembers the joy of watching these people grow and develop 
into confident nurses.

I ended the evening by praying for them both, that God would bless their return 
travel to the UK and that they would settle down with ease. Finally for Mark and 
Jenny that they would return to the mission field later in their lives. 
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The Saturday afternoon after Khmer 
New Year, some of the Cambodia 
Action team members came together 
and spent a good part of the day with 
myself, the visiting Executive Director 
and my wife, at a local hotel. Not all 
the team were able to make it this time 
round, however those that attended 
enjoyed a welcome break from the 
blazing heat and the business of their 
day to day lives.

The venue was really refreshing and a 
blessing to us all. We had selected a 
small secluded oasis, Green  
Pastures, which has green foliage and 
a running water feature because of the 
good work that they do for local NGOs. 
Green Pastures is run by Christians 
and gives 40% of their profits to  
support two Christian NGO’s in  
Cambodia; Kone Kmeng, a local NGO 
responding to the needs of at-risk chil-
dren across Cambodia, and  
Precious Women who empower women 

to improve their lives.

For the team it was a great time of 
catching up, hearing each other’s news 
and being able to sit and talk about the 
different work that they are involved in. 
Some of the team had recently been 
travelling abroad while others were 
getting ready to pack up and head back 
to the UK. So it was also a bit of a sad 
time, as two couples in the team were 
about to leave the country and this 
would be the last time that they would 
be gathering together as part this small 
Cambodia Action family.

It was fitting to break bread together 
and pray for each other. We prayed 
that God’s blessing would be on their 
final months in the country and I shared 
a word of encouragement to the team 
before lunch was served. After lunch 
we extended our fellowship outside 
under a canopy of trees and plants that 
made up the dining area. 

>> TEAM NEWS
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>> SARAH CHINN, M’LUP RUSSEY IN THE USA
In 2012, the US Government launched 
the Action Plan on Children in  
Adversity – one objective is: Put 
Family Care First: Reduce the  
percentage of children living outside 
of family care. In 2014 the USAID 
launched the Family Care First  
initiative and Cambodia was chosen as 
the first country to pilot this work, due 
to its highly evolved regulatory frame-
work on alternative care.

Last year, I helped design the strategic 
goals for the Family Care First  
Cambodia (FCFC) initiative, I then 
helped the USAID write up the  
strategic plan for the Government  
Systems Strengthening section. FCFC 
also focuses on improved social  
service workforce, prevention of  
unnecessary family-child separation 
and transformation of the  
institution-focused care model – all 
work that M’lup Russey is well-known 
for.

Four groups were launched to develop 
and test programmes – as the  
Representative for the group working 
on Government Systems  
Strengthening, I’ve written a concept 
note outlining two action plans that will 
have far reaching impact in the lives 
of vulnerable children and families 
through the strengthening of child  
protection systems throughout  
Cambodia.  

As the Representative, I was invited to 
participate in a Gauging Impact  
Workshop in Washington DC. The 
workshop brought together experts 
from a range of disciplines to create an 
evaluation platform and complimentary 
action plans, and establish a Shared 

Measurement System for gauging the 
impacts of programmes. This workshop 
took place in April, and I was able to 
contribute from my experience running 
relevant projects in Cambodia, share 
my knowledge and insights, and  
participate in the development of 
strategies for evaluation, research and 
learning.  

I had a really wonderful time while 
there, and it was a very valuable  
opportunity to develop my own  
understanding of evaluation and  
learning processes within complex 
social initiatives as well!  Also  
participating was the newly appointed 
Cambodian Director of Child Welfare, 
Mr Ros Sokha. 

Back home from the United States 
after the workshop, there is still much 
to do before the action plans can be 
approved and we can start work  --> 
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Cambodia is facing its worst drought in 50 years, and 19 out of the country’s 25 
provinces are currently experiencing water shortages and consequent food  
shortages, as agricultural and fish production are hit.

The drought has been continued since last year’s very poor wet season and is 
attributed to the El Niño  weather phenomenon. Cambodia’s rainy season usually 
arrives in May and continues in earnest through to October. This year, the  
Ministry of Water Resources is forecasting that the season will not begin until 
July. This, coupled with last year’s shortfall, is causing farmers to despair.
Temperatures have been unusually high, officially reaching up to 41°C, and there 
has been an increase in forest fires, which have been hard to combat due to lack 
of water. 

80% of Cambodia’s population is rural, and particularly vulnerable to drought and 
water shortages, which impact on their livelihoods. Water shortages  
disproportionally affect the poor. The government estimates that tens of thou-
sands of families need water deliveries and has called on people to restrict water 
usage. These deliveries are irregular and some local officials even use their own 
money to help but many have no choice but to buy water from private vendors, 
making life very difficult for the poorest.                                (continued overleaf)

>> CAMBODIA NEEDS RAIN - PLEASE PRAY

(continued) 
on changing the world for vulnerable 
children in Cambodia.  But we have 
come so far in 15 years – it is exciting 
to see so many others catch the vision, 
and such a privilege and honour to be 

playing a key role, advocating at such a 
strategic level for Biblical principles and 
God’s design for the lonely and  
vulnerable to be in families, and  
knowing that it will make a difference.   
                                           Sarah Chinn



Use of unsafe water is already prevalent in rural areas, and the drought is increasing 
this further. In some areas, people have stopped bathing and cleaning, which poses 
health threats. There are concerns about the increased risk of diarrhoea, dengue, and 
cholera outbreaks. Hospitals have reported that lack of water impacts their ability to 
provide adequate health services.   

National Committee for Disaster Management First Vice President, Nhem Vanda, said 
the government was assisting 80 per cent of the estimated 2.5 million people (about 
600,000 families) affected. He continued; “We will distribute water to the people until 
they have water and it rains enough”. Since Prime Minister Hun Sen launched a water 
campaign on April 26, with the government releasing funding towards  water distribution 
to about 100 districts nationwide. It plans to spend more finance to combat this  
nationwide crises. Funding will also go towards reservoir restorations and well-building. 

Pray that more funds will be  
allocated and released to fund 
this.

Food shortages are reported in 
some provinces. Farmers have 
insufficient water to irrigate their 
crops. 70% of the population  
depend on agriculture and 
livestock as their main source 
of income. An unknown number 
of farm animals have died, and 
declining water levels in lakes and 
rivers are reducing the number of 
fish to be caught. Many smaller lakes and fish ponds have dried up completely.    

The La Niña weather pattern forecast to follow this year’s El Niño, is expected to bring 
heavy rainfall in August and September. This is likely to bring flooding to drought  
affected areas, where the ground cannot sustain heavy rainfall. Flood damage to 
agricultural land would cause further devastation to the livelihoods of Cambodia’s rural 
poor. A consequence will be the increased flight of able-bodied people to the cities, and 
abroad to find work. Many of these fall victim to unscrupulous employers, people  
traffickers and debt.

Please pray that God will intervene and cause the weather to deliver manageable rain 
soon, so that the ground is softened and able to absorb the heavier rains that  
Cambodia desperately needs. Christians throughout Cambodia are praying for rain, and 
telling their Buddhist neighbours that this is what they are doing. May Cambodians see 
God’s mercy towards them and realise that he is the saviour they need.
                                                                                                                       Zoran Sulc

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, Doncaster, DN10 6JH.
Tel: 01302 - 714004, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382
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“And he prayed again, and  the heaven gave rain    
 and the earth brought forth her fruit.”  James 5:18

Southeast Asia is experiencing serious drought with water 
supplies drying up at an alarming rate. Please pray that the 
heavens would be opened and that God would send life-giving 
rain. 

>> THIS ISSUE: 

Pray for the team in Cambodia. 

Cambodia Action is registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No:293382



Zoran and Margaret Sulc – Pray for Margaret health in regards to back pain and blood pressure, 
Zoran continues to battle with his eyes and still may need to have corrective surgery which would 
have to happen outside the country. Continue to pray for them and the work that they do. 
Herry and Susie Heryantos – Pray for Herry’s health as he continues to look for a solution for his 
knee trouble. Pray for Susie as she is with her Son and Grandchild at the moment. 
Colin and Rachel Saunders - Pray for the whole family as the roads they travel are getting more 
crowded, both Colin and Rachel travel about with their children on board motorbikes. 
Sarah and Pola Chinn - Pray for Sarah as she has been travelling a lot overseas in the new  
advisory role, please see the article that she has written in this magazine. Continue to pray for 
daily protection.   
Pray for Pola - as he finishes the work at Hope school and takes on a new project soon. Pray for 
Phola’s health, that God would strengthen his body and give him wisdom over his health. 
Mark and Jenny Rye – Pray for Jenny as she finishes up at MMC, pray that these last few 
months will be a blessing to those that she has raised up. Pray that they will get everything done 
for the UK return.  
Pray for Mark - as he finishes up at the schools and hands over his responsibilities to the new 
leadership. Pray that all the small details of their moving back to the UK would go smoothly. 
Mark and Jane Protheros - Pray the Lord would grant them both help and wisdom as they hand 
over their roles to the new leadership team, pray that all small details will be worked out. 
Jez and Jacqui Heasman - Pray that the Lord would show His healing to Jez as he monitors his 
condition on medical advice also as he takes on more responsibility at the school in Siem Reap. 
Pray for them as a family, for the work that Jacqui does at the school, for travel protection.    
The CA team - Pray for Elaine Richmond as she handles the day-to-day office matters in the UK.
Chris Catlin - Pray the Lord will continue to give Chris wisdom and strategy to direct the  
organization in the UK and in Cambodia into all God wants it to be. Pray as he travels more and 
more around the UK and abroad.
Future team - Please pray God would raise up more people who will be willing to serve in  
Cambodia full-time or back in the UK as volunteers. In this magazine two families are heading 
back to the UK, they will be missed but need to be replaced.

And for the projects, during this period, please pray:
ICC - Pray for Susanne Madsen, ICC Executive Director, that she will lead her team with the 
wisdom and in the grace of the Lord, pray for her Dad that is unwell in Denmark.
PPC – Pray for the new board. Pray for wisdom and a good cooperation together. 
M’lup Russey - Continue to pray for donors to commit and stay the course of funding during this 
year, pray for wisdom to the financial and fundraising team. Pray for help with project writing. 
Prison Fellowship Cambodia - Continue to pray for the new Executive Director and his new team 
that they would work well together into the new year. 
Hope International Schools - Pray for the various teaching placement to be filled this year.  
CVM - Real Good Men Cambodia continues to grow into many different provinces, pray that the 
message will be well received and understood, pray for Deth as he travels to these provinces.  
The Government - Pray for the government of Cambodia, for the release of funds needed to help 
the poor and those that are affected by this drought that is gripping the country. Please for a  
righteous voice amoung those that would lead and for God’s grace on them all.

>> More information is available on our web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
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