Angkor Wat at sunrise - photo courtesy of Sara Lindsay

Heasman’s visit

Jez, Jacqui and Paul will
be visiting the UK for a six
month period, arriving as
you receive this magazine.

ACTION >>

They have a lot to share with
their supporters and friends,
so much is different in their
lives at the moment from
the last time they spent six
months in the UK. They
live at the moment in Phnom
Penh, which is a totally
different environment to rural
Ratanakiri, their old home.
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Sowing the seeds of a new tomorrow for Cambodia
>> WELCOME TO
NEW UK STAFF
MEMBER STEVE
MILLARD. READ
WHERE HE CAME
FROM ON Pg.3

Jez has been working in both
the Finance department and
as the Operations Director
for the ICC partnership.

CA - UK & Seaford

You will have noticed that
much of the magazine
this quarter focuses on
the activities of the UK
team, both employees and
volunteers.
This is as much part of
the ministry of Cambodia
Action as the field team’s
development work in
Cambodia, as we raise
finances, pray, provide
logistical support, run
the charity, encourage
involvement in Cambodia
through visits, keep
accounts, find new members,
provide governance to ICC,
etc.
We do this in order to
facilitate what God is doing

in Cambodia, building
His church and alleviating
poverty and distress amongst
the poor through the actions
of His people.
But we also believe that
Cambodia, the national
church and the people have
much to teach us. So we
are always keen to give
opportunity for the UK
church to be exposed to what
is happening in the
country, both to teach
and to be taught.

will be joining members
of ICC-SKY project to
provide a unique opportunity
for young adults living
in orphanages in Phnom
Penh to learn the skills
necessary to find work in the
tourism industry, which will
reduce their vulnerability
to exploitation, abuse and
trafficking when they leave
institutions to rejoin their
own communities.

Pray for Paula-Marie, Lydia, Luke, Simon,
Jo, Dawn, Sarah, Penny and Rachel

So this is one of
the reasons why we
are facilitating a
group from Seaford
Baptist Church
to visit during
October. They
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Registered Name:
Southeast Asian Outreach
UK Charity Number: 293382

GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical
inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the
Cambodian Evangelical Church. The
object is to promote the Christian faith
and relieve poverty and distress among
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is
now solely amongst Cambodians.

A new staff
member
Pg. 3

Seaford team: Bk Pg

New UK staff: Pg 3

Cambodia Action is a member of
International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections, the
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC) and British NGO's for
Development (BOND).
DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs
through gifts. All donations are
acknowledged
unless
otherwise
requested. General gifts may be
allocated to the greatest need, although
donors can indicate a preference.
Funds given for a specific appeal will
be used for that purpose.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the
Bawtry Office.
BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23,
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster,
DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054;
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action
Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email:
admin@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
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Team members’ travels and reflections
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John Buddell talks about how he came to volunteer
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Helping young adult orphans to learn a new skill
Cambodia Action is working in partnership in
Cambodia with five other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

Dear Friends,
No apologies for having
pictures of the Angkor Wat
temple on both the front and
back of the magazine. For
the first time in many early
morning visits the weather
obliged, with cloud in the
right places and we were
treated to a lovely sunrise.
You will notice that the
photographs weren’t
taken by me, but by other
members of the team I was
leading. I did take a lot, as
is my usual habit, but they
are now being enjoyed by
the person who took my
camera later in the day!
So I guess God was
teaching me to hold lightly
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>> EDITORIAL - Losing things
to the ‘things’ that we
treasure. On the other hand
the first time I have had
anything stolen in many
years of visits to Cambodia
has also taught me not to be
complacent about placing
temptation in other people’s
way and to hold on a bit
tighter!
Later on in the visit, we
were in Ratanakiri, in
NE Cambodia. Here the
presence of a new road
through to Vietnam is
accelerating the pace of
change for the minorities
who live in the area.
Powerful people are selling
the minorities land to

Vietnamese businessmen. I
spent an hour or two with
one of ICC’s Tampuan
staff members, picnicking
on land that used to
belong to his people. Now
companies have taken it
over, employing a few
of the villagers to farm it
on their behalf. Losing a
camera suddenly seemed
fairly trivial
compared to
losing your
land, livelihood
and culture.

Geoff Collett
Executive Director

>> Congratulations and thanks
Roz Ball and Graham Brench

Losing things

>> STEVE MILLARD

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

Front Cover Photo: courtesy Rachel Ramsey

Roz and Graham were married during the summer at
Godmanchester Baptist Church. They decided that
instead of receiving wedding gifts from their friends and
family they would ask for donations to charity to bless
those in greater need instead.
We are grateful for the gift they have given us and trust
that God would also bless them through the years to come
in their new life together.
Have you got a milestone in your life coming up?
Significant birthday perhaps, or an anniversary?
Maybe you could consider following Roz and
Graham’s example and offer your guests the
opportunity of giving to Cambodia Action?

The reception was in Abbots Ripton.
Photo courtesy of James Appleton
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>>Steve Millard - Introducing CA’s new Marketing & Communications Director
Last issue we asked you to pray for the
interviews. Now a new face can be revealed
on the UK staff team. Steve has joined
us to increase our profile in the mission
arena. He will be representing us at various
conferences and functions, developing our
supporter database and improving our ways
of communicating with all the folks who are
involved with us. Pray for Steve and his
family as he spends time learning about us
and about Cambodia over the coming months.
Hi, I’m Steve and I live
with my family in Sudbury,
Suffolk. Having just been
appointed as the Marketing
and Communications
Director, we thought it
would be good for me to
introduce myself to you all.

part of a team building a
health clinic in the northern
Andes. It was an amazing
experience and one that
would have a huge impact
on our future.
After university and
marrying Heather we
moved to Dover where I
worked as an Immigration
Officer for nine years.

I am very happily married
to Heather, we have two
daughters Holly (17) and
Chloe (15) both still at
school. Heather works
It was while we were in
as a Nurse
Dover that we
building
Practitioner in a
received our
GP practice in
health clinics call to mission.
Colchester.
and teams in Going to Spring
Harvest in
Peru
I grew up
1997 with a
in a Christian family,
group from our church
becoming a Christian in
we were expecting good
my childhood, growing and teaching and fun times
learning through church
of fellowship. What we
and Crusaders. It was
received changed our lives.
with Crusaders that I had
On the last evening God
my first taste of mission.
touched both Heather and
In 1987 I went to Peru as
myself and called us into

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

full time ministry.
This verse became a real
motto for us as a family
and has remained very
special ever since:
“The Lord himself goes
before you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you.
Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged.” (Deut
31:8)
We applied to work with
SIM (Serving In Mission)
and went to All Nations
Christian College for two
years to prepare to go
overseas. Praying through
where we would serve we
found that the Lord placed
Peru on our hearts.
Early 2002 saw us arrive
in Lima as the new Short
Term Coordinators for
SIM Peru. Language
study, orientation, learning
and growing, visas,
Peruvian red tape, were all
negotiated and we started
to recruit new teams and
individuals to work at a
variety of projects.
After two years Heather
became ill and we returned
to the UK for her treatment.
During this time we
realised that we couldn’t

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

return to Peru. SIM offered
me a role in the UK and
so I started working in the
UK office organising and
recruiting people to go
overseas.
My role developed into
overseeing donor relations
and project fund raising, a
challenging but enjoyable
job.

projects that Cambodia
Action and ICC run and
then to share with you,
the supporters, their needs
and prayer requests. To
encourage you to share the
vision that God has given
you to support the people
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and country of Cambodia
and to facilitate that
wherever possible.
I would value your prayers
as I settle into this role and
learn all about the people
and work that is going on.
Steve

In 2007 we moved on from
SIM to church ministry,
however, this ended with
long standing divisions
in the church leading to a
split.
After a time of waiting
and learning from these
experiences I started
looking for a new role and
found Cambodia Action.
Praying this through I
felt this was a good fit.
Although Cambodia is
half the world away from
South America and not an
area that I am familiar with
yet, I am reminded of the
words that the SIM director
shared with me when we
finished our orientation,
‘In mission you have to
be flexible, but always
remember to keep the main
thing the main thing!’
I am very keen to learn
more about the people and
Steve and Heather Millard (front left) with children Holly (front right) and Chloe

ACTION
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>>Engaging with Cambodia
Last issue we asked you to pray for us:
The Wycliffe UK / Cambodia Action
ENGAGE team to Cambodia are back
after a time of challenges, learning, giving,
receiving, growing, a few sleepless nights
and some great fellowship. Follow our
journey through the pictures below and in
the articles written by the team.

Met Carol and Ivor Greer serving the church in
Siem Reap. Pray for their ministry, that God
would guide them in the decisions that have to
be made.

Tried to understand how Cambodia has
suffered in recent years. Pray that the Khmer
Rouge trials would bring closure.







● ●



  

●
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Pray that the Christians involved would know how to
reach these troubled young men.

Manicures and pedicures at White Dove, a
Christian ministry giving an opportunity for sex
workers to learn a different occupation in a
Christian environment

Did lots of craft with some of the children that
ICC-ACTS helps get to school. Pray that the
children remember the message of Jesus’ love
we shared.

more about the ENGAGE
trip run by Cambodia
Action and Wycliffe Bible
Translators

Helped in a ministry to young guys on a drugs
rehabilitation programme. You will never guess what
we have got them doing in this photo!





Learned how to cook
Khmer food. Pray for
Kim San & her family
as they minister
to others. Their
commitment to serve
was a great
God
lesson to us.

START HERE to learn
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>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

Taught

Now turn the page for
more on the ENGAGE
trip to Cambodia

English at the boys brigade

A Miracle! Sok Mi (4yrs), is the daughter
of one of the ladies at White Dove (see
above). Taken seriously ill just after our
visit, the tests indicated meningitis or a
brain tumour. Many Christians prayed for
her recovery. A couple of days later the
doctors could find nothing wrong! Praise
our God who cares about little children.

ACTION

>>

 

Sarah, Rachel, Naomi, Lyndsey, Cara and Mein (son of
one of the hotel staff who needed occupying during his
school holiday!)

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

>>Lyndsey writes
Spoke and sang in a Korean led Presbyterian
church in Banlung, Ratanakiri.





Appreciated the hospitality and mode of
transport of the minority people of beautiful
Ratanakiri. We met missionaries sacrificially
serving them in education, literacy and
in Bible translation work. Pray for the
many people amongst these groups whose
livelihoods are being lost as ‘progress’
overtakes them. Pray for those struck down
by cholera in recent weeks.

Realised how blessed we are to have choices in
our lives.


Retdy in his home village

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

HERE

What I found most interesting
about Cambodia was the
history of its people. As part
of a mission awareness team
it showed me the importance
of not only knowing, but of
understanding the people’s
ways and accepting that we
are the “strange white people”.
Cross cultural mission is more
than learning a language or
adopting the customs, but you
need to understanding a people
not your own. When Jesus
came into the world He spent
30 years not only preparing an
understanding of scripture, but
also understanding the hearts
of the people He came to serve.
He too was a foreigner and an
outsider but, “the word was
made flesh and dwelt among
us” (John 1 v14). Or as one
translation puts it, He “sat
down and talked with us”.

problems and their culture.
The people of Cambodia have
experienced hurt after hurt.
The Bible teaches that when
Jesus looked at the crowd
his heart was moved with
compassion. I wish I could
understand how it feels to have
my heart truly moved with that
compassion. Yet when God
looks at Cambodia His heart is
still breaking for His people in
a country wrapped up in fear,
politics, and bound by spiritual
oppression. It isn’t enough
to tell the truth, but every day
missionaries have to live the
truth and love the people.
God is at work in Cambodia.
We met many national
Christians who love Him and
in return loved the team. As
I returned to ‘normal’ life in
the UK, there will be things I
will forget about this trip, but
thank God He never forgets
about His people. All people,
whether British, Cambodian or
others can choose to take Him
as their “refuge, knowing that
underneath are the everlasting
arms”, (Deut 33 v27).
Lyndsey Mann

God brought Jesus down to our
human level of understanding,
not to patronise but to love. To
love the people of Cambodia
means to go where they are
with their language, their

●

Learnt how to ‘sleep’ in a hammock, in a Tampuan village.








FINISH

As someone who has never
been to Asia before, I really
didn’t know what to expect
on my first trip to Cambodia.
However Phnom Penh met
me with heat, humidity, and
a lot of havoc. With horns
blaring and markets buzzing,
Phnom Penh was anything but
peaceful. Yet, when it came to
the rural area of Ratanakiri the
only sounds were croaking of
frogs and the pattering rain.
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Our thanks go to those who
supported us to make this
visit. Pray that God would use
these experiences to challenge
us to serve Him with greater
commitment.

ACTION

>>

>> Naomi’s notes
I learnt so many things during
my trip to Cambodia, but I
will concentrate on what has
changed me the most.

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

>> Our new Volunteer Coordinator is a volunteer!

to me that need my
support in prayer. I saw
how big and diverse
the family of God is.

When I first arrived in
Cambodia the culture
shock was more than I had
anticipated, but we were
quickly immersed in the
culture and I found myself
adjusting to the heat and the
smells of the city.

Moving on to Siem
Reap, this was a very
different experience,
in terms of culture and
behaviour. Tourism
now plays a big part in
this part of Cambodia
and everything was a lot more
laid back compared to the city.
In Phnom Penh we worked
In Siem Reap we went to a
with ICC-ACTS (Assisting
Boys Brigade programme and
Children To School). Our
did some English teaching,
programme of games, songs
with my part based around
and crafts made the children
teaching the parts of the body.
so happy and excited. When
I really enjoyed this and have
working with the kids it struck felt quite challenged as to
me how content they were
looking into English teaching
with so little and
as a long-term job.
reminded me of
there is so God really showed
how much I had. I much to learn me the different
pray that God will
skills and abilities
always help me to
that can be used in
keep those children close to
His kingdom.
my heart so I can remember
how privileged I am.
In Siem Reap we also went
to visit a drug rehab centre,
We spent a day with Kim San
I thought that this would be
and did some Khmer cooking
quite scary but the rest of the
with her family. This was
team looked really confident
such an incredible experience,
and sure about it so their
understanding more of their
strength really encouraged
culture. This was one of
me. God was faithful and the
the things I enjoyed the
whole programme was really
most; understanding their
enjoyable, the young men
background and family history. who were there really had fun
There is so much to learn
and participated with much
and the little I learnt I really
enthusiasm in all the games
cherish. God taught me that I
and songs that we had for
have brothers and sisters that
them. It was great to see God
are the other side of the world
at work in their lives and how

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

No: 151 Autumn 2010 pg.10

open they were to His love.
I was ill for a day or two in
Ratanakiri, but God taught me
an extremely valuable lesson
about His care for us, which I
am grateful for.
We also met missionaries
who do the work of Bible
translation in that area
working in a team that devotes
many years to the work of
translation. It was so inspiring
and challenging to hear them
talk about the work that is
involved and the dedication
they need to have.
I pray also that all that God
has taught me and shown me
will increase and that I would
experience more compassion
and love for the people in
need. I would recommend this
trip to anyone who would like
to be challenged, stretched to
see God’s hand at work in a
country that has such a sad
history. I pray that I would
have the opportunity to go
back there again in the future.
Naomi Armstrong

Meet John: Welcome to
John Buddell, who has
volunteered to serve the
mission as a volunteer
coordinator. He will be
working with Steve Millard
(Pg 3.) serving all of you
who volunteer to help us
with prayer, publicity,
fund raising and events.
He can be emailed at:
volunteer@cambodiaaction.org

of where and what we
thought Sarah would be
getting into. Together,
however, we set ourselves on
a course to raise awareness
of Cambodia’s plight, CA’s
work and the need to fund
Sarah in her calling.
Having been in the Police
Force for over 20 years and
now taken early retirement
from a variety of positions
in education support, I have
found myself in a position to
offer further support After
careful thought and prayerful
consideration I was able
to offer Cambodia Action
my time as a Volunteer
Coordinator.

I became deeply interested
and concerned for Cambodia
in 1979 after reading of
Haing Ngor’s Survival in
the Killing Fields. His vivid
account of life during and his
escape from, the
Pol Pot regime
encouraging, Managing a
was hard to
developing
and juvenile crime
ignore. His story
affected the
resourcing the diversion
scheme and
lives of more
volunteers
its numerous
than one of our
volunteers
family and some
whilst
in
the
Police
Force,
of you will know how this
together
with
several
years
period in Cambodia’s history
experience
of
youth
work
moulded the life of our eldest
leadership and Church Youth
daughter, Sarah, now Sarah
Coordinator for our local
Chhin, project manager for
church has ensured I am
ICC-SKY.
aware of the many and varied
sides of voluntary work
When Sarah announced that
and what a dedicated, well
her next life assignment
informed and trained team of
would be to Cambodia with
volunteers can achieve.
Cambodia Action, Penny’s
(my wife) and my heart at
first sank with the knowledge

develop and resource
our volunteer network of
speakers and fund raisers,
whilst continuing to be one.
Most of you already support
Cambodia Action. It may
be by prayer, manning a
stall, fund raising, speaking
at events or to friends and
organisations or just by
leaving this magazine in
open view for others to read
and be inspired by. Whatever
way that you find to raise
awareness of the needs of
Cambodia, Cambodia Action
and our teams in the field,
you will need information
and resources to enable you
to do that.
Whether you require
encouragement, information
or resources to help you
become more effective in
what you are doing for
Cambodia and Cambodia
Action, in the UK or in the
field in Cambodia, I can help.
John Buddell

My vision is to encourage,
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