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Bridge Tragedy
We want to send our heart 
felt condolences to all the 
families who lost loved 
ones in the recent tragedy 
on the bridge at the end 
of the water festival 
celebrations.

More than three hundred 
people lost their lives and 
a similar number were 
injured in the crush.  It 
seemed to have resulted 
from the overcrowded 
bridge swaying, causing 
causing people to panic, 
fearing its collapse.

The Christian community 
in Phnom Penh has been 
trying to support some 
of the families involved, 
with practical support.

Tourism boom
The Angkor temples 
receive over one million 
visitors per year and Siem 
Reap has ten thousand 
hotel beds for tourists.  
Many tourists come from 
Europe but an increasing 
number from South East  
and East Asia.

The Minister for Tourism 
is aiming for a total of 
two million visitors to 
Cambodia next year 
and there are plans to 
continue the development 
of Sihanoukville and the 
biodiversity rich Tonle Sap 
lake area.

Its hoped local residents 
too will be able to benefit 
from the income stream.

Keeping AIDS at Bay
Cambodia was given a 
UN award for progress in 
controlling HIV infection.  
Adult infection is down 
from 1.2% in 2001 to 0.5% 
last year.

There are still aeas of 
concern with one in 
four injecting drug users 
infected and 15% of sex 
workers.

There are also concerns 
over an EU/India trade 
pact which may restrict 
the availability of cheap 
generic antiretroviral drugs 
to Cambodia.

However the achievement 
of reducing HIV infection 
has been widely applauded.

Photo courtesy of Steve Millard
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Dear Friends,

As we are 
now in the 
season of 

Advent I want to wish 
you all a very blessed 
Christmas.  On behalf 
of all who work for 
Cambodia Action and the 
many folk who benefit 
from our work, can I thank 
for all of your support 
and prayers over the past 
year, in what has been a 
financially challenging 
year for many.

We have managed to 
maintain our work 
and team in Cambodia 

thanks to your continued 
sacrificial giving, 
although it is now true 
that several of our team 
face challenges in the 
coming year, both because 
of funding shortfalls and 
family issues.  So it was 
such a blessing for me to 
be present at the recent 10 
year celebration of ICC 
activities, the partnership 
of missions in which 
we have played a major 
part.  To see how God 
has blessed our efforts 
in the changed lives of 
many, both spiritually and 
physically, was His way of 
giving me encouragement 

for the future 
challenges.

As I look 
forward to the 
coming year I 
trust you will 
all continue to be able to 
stand alongside our team 
and be part of what God is 
doing through 
them.
 

Geoff Collett 
Executive 
Director

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

Cambodia Action
Registered Name:

 Southeast Asian Outreach
UK Charity Number: 293382

GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
Object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC) and British NGO's for 
Development (BOND). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose.
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: 
office@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with five other missions as part of 
International Co-operation Cambodia  (ICC)
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Steve Millard receiving the cheque from Jay Cafferty (Head Girl)

Many thanks to Trinity Academy for the recent 
gift of £1,200 towards the work in Cambodia.  
Are you part of the Governing body or a 
teacher in a school that is looking to partner 
with a charity working overseas?  If you are 
then we would like to hear from you. (Trinity is 
run by the Emmanuel Foundation and provides 
education within a Christian framework).
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In the post-Pol Pot era, it is 
rare indeed to find a three-
generation Christian family in 
Cambodia.  So it was sad to 
note the loss to one particular 
family of  their grandmother 
who recently went home to be 
with her Saviour.  However, 
it is a privilege to hear their 
story, for the telling of which 
we will call her ‘Grandma’.
 
Grandma and her husband 
became Christians in 1959 
under the teachings of the 
Christian and Missionary 
Alliance church.  They also 
worked as house helpers at 
the C&MA Mission Guest 
House.  The entire family, 
consisting of five daughters, 
lived together with the 
missionaries. The parents had 
great expectations for their 
daughters and with their good 
job at the mission house, 
it seemed as if it would be 
possible.  Then came a date 
they will always remember - 
April 17, 1975. Khmer Rouge 
soldiers arrived at their home 
forcing them to leave the city.  
In order to keep her girls from 
becoming separated among 
the fleeing crowds, Grandma 

tied the four daughters 
together, but a fifth 
daughter leaving later 
with her fiancé, was 
never seen again by the 
family.  

After a long walk, they 
arrived in the provincial town 
of their parents where they 
toiled under the hot sun in 
rice fields for ten months. 
However, the day came when 
they were forced to leave 
that area, and in the midst of 
moving, the family became 
separated. 

They moved 
several times 
and the 
daughters 
were sent off to different 
youth working groups far 
from the parents, seldom 
getting to be together with 
them.  Eventually, even 
the father and mother were 
separated.  At one point, two 
of the girls, Kim San and 
Youn, had been able to visit 
their father who was very 
sick. They decided to take 
him to their mother, some 
distance away.  During the 
long arduous journey, the girls 
pushed the few belongings 
they had in a small cart.  Soon 
the father became exhausted 
and begged them to go on 
and just leave him to die, 
but they refused to do that. 

Instead, they abandoned the 
belongings and put him in 
the cart pushing him along.  
During a rest stop, he blessed 
them, as is the custom of 
Cambodian fathers when 
they know they are dying.  
The blessing was actually 
a prayer that they would be 
missionaries in the future.
 
Even though they finally got 
settled into separate places, 
life was not peaceful as 
the parents were known to 
have worked for American 
missionaries and knew that 
the Khmer Rouge soldiers 
were planning to kill them. 
However, God through His 
providence, spared them from 
execution. Sadly, the father 

did die not too long after that 
cart ride, and another daughter 
was also lost to death. 

As though things weren’t bad 
enough with the loss of her 
husband and one daughter 
and the unknown fate of her 
other daughter, Grandma 
was soon to face yet another 
tragedy.  Working in the 
fields, Grandma stepped on 
a land-mine. When the bomb 
exploded, she prayed to God 
expecting Him to take her 
home to Him, but God spared 
her life. Her injuries however, 
were horrific and she needed 
medical help. Miraculously, 
God moved the heart of the 

Khmer Rouge village leader 
to send her to a hospital. 
Although medical care was at 
the very least minimal, and she 
lost her left eye, she eventually 
recovered and returned to her 
village, a living witness to 
others of God’s care. 

No one could rest easily 
during those times as people 
continued to be called away 
into the forests where they 
were executed.  The time 
finally came for Grandma, 
and as she was being led 
away, she prayed fervently for 
God to protect her life. God 
heard her prayers, once again, 
and after many questions 
about her life in the city, she 
was released.
 
When the Khmer Rouge were 
finally defeated, Grandma and 
her remaining family returned 
to Phnom Penh. But before 
they left, one of the leaders of 
the village came to Grandma 
to ask for forgiveness for the 
awful things she had done. 
As Grandma looked back 
over all the suffering she had 
experienced, she knew that 
only through God’s grace 
could she find the ability to 
answer her and be able to 
truly forgive this woman.
 
Later, when they were finally 
re-established in a home, 
two of Grandma’s daughters 

got married, but Kim San 
remained single. However it 
was she who was to fulfil her 
father’s blessing and became 
a missionary—not a foreign 
missionary, but one to her 
own people, often travelling 
to different provinces sharing 
Christ, helped by Cambodia 
Action paying her a salary. 

They eventually moved to 
live with her oldest daughter, 
Youn, who had three 
daughters of her own and a 

son, whom Grandma helped 
rear as Youn worked.  Youn’s 
two daughters, Mariane and 
Charia, through Grandma’s 
godly guidance grew to be 
well-trained, respectful young 
women who love God. 

Fast forward to 2010, 
Grandma went to live 
with her heavenly Father 

earlier in the year, but her 
influence continues to touch 
the lives of others through 
her loving family. What a 
legacy Grandma has left: 
daughters serving the Lord 
and now two granddaughters, 
who for many years have 
been full-time workers 
for TWR Cambodia--
radio missionaries! A third 
granddaughter helps in a 
Garbage Dump ministry 
that Charia and her husband 
began. Today we can see how 

this little Grandma’s love for 
God is now touching the lives 
of millions through her grand-
daughters.

Adapted, with permission, 
from an article by Rose-
Ellen Blosser (TWR)
P.S. for a short time there were 
four generations if you include 
baby Rithia born to Charia.

>> Three generations of Cambodian Christians 

Kim San, Grandma and youngest grandaughter Hannah represent three 
generations (with the 2007 Youth Team and Hannah’s mum)

Kim San is known to many of 
us through her visit to the UK 
and her family through the 
hospitality they show to foreign 
visitors.  Recently they suffered 
the loss of the eldest member 
of the family (Grandma).

leave 
me to 

die
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including dance 
from the RIDE 
project team, a rap 
from another team 
and a play from 
another team, this 
made the most of the 
Cambodian love of 
slapstick comedy. 

Even more useful 
was the time in 

between sessions, looking 
round some of the displays 
and talking with some of 
the workers, who’s English 
was excellent. I gained a 
good impression of the 
work that is going on all 
over Cambodia.

On the second day we spent 
time in groups, working 
through the draft ICC 
Vision, which states:

“We want to see the least 
served communities in 
Cambodia transformed by 
God’s love to experience 
restored relationships, 
sustainable livelihoods, 
competence to make wise 
decisions and sustainable 
gospel witness.”

Much discussion 
ensued with 
comments 
made and 
pictures drawn 
representing 
what the 
different 
groups saw this 
meaning. 
 
ICC board 
meetings took 
place the next 
two days.  I was 

invited as an observer and 
attended along with David 
Adams (the CA Chair 
of Trustees) and Geoff 

Collett (CA Director and 
outgoing ICC Chairman).  
Again there was some 
intense discussion over 
the future of ICC as one 
of the member agencies is 
stepping back from being 
a full partner and another 
agency, World Concern, 
(who were involved in 
setting up ICC) is looking at 
coming back into Cambodia 
and rejoining. 
Much time was spent talking 
about the next ICC director, 
as the current incumbent is 
leaving next year. 

While this may seem dry 
to some, being able to 
see the different agencies 
working around the same 
table with the one aim in 
mind was very useful, and 
a great reminder that we are 
all serving the one Lord, 
no matter how varied our 
ministries might be.

Steve Millard

>> Steve celebrates 10 yrs of the ICC partnership  

Collett (CA Director and 

Steve Millard, CA’s Marketing & 
Communications Director, visited 
Cambodia last month for the first 
time.  He was able to see some of 
the projects and to attend the ICC 
conference celebrating 10 years of the 
partnership’s activities in Cambodia. 
Here are some of his reflections.

It’s hot!  Arriving and 
walking into the terminal 
building I was confronted 
by a line of Immigration 
Police.  Filling in my 
form and handing over 
my passport I watched 
as each officer in the line 
did their bit.  Finally after 
paying my bill I received 
my passport back complete 
with freshly printed visa 
and wandered off to 
Immigration to get stamped 
into the country.

I saw the speed sign ‘40’ 
and realised that this wasn’t 
mph but kmph.  It occurred 
to me that no one would 
drive that fast any way as 
the suicidal moped drivers 

wove their 
way in and 
out of the rest 
of the traffic.  
They don’t stop at junctions 
but just drive on through 
regardless.

I was in Cambodia 
to attend the ICC 
(International Cooperation 
Cambodia) 10th 
anniversary celebrations. 
These consisted of two 
days of conference 
and a banquet.  At the 
conference there were 
about 200 delegates, mostly 
Cambodian staff, from the 
different projects and the 
head office. 

Both days started with 
devotions at 8am.  The 
first morning Rev Heng 
Cheng, the president of the 
Evangelical Fellowship 
of Cambodia, led the 
devotions.  He  talked about 
God giving us everything 
that we need in order 
for us to serve him; 
that while we might 
be poor by worldly 
standards we are rich 
because God blesses 
us (using Matthew 5). 
Rev Cheng was one 
of the first Christians 
to come back into 
Cambodia after the 
Khmer Rouge and set 
up a church in Phnom 
Penh.  A humble, yet 
inspiring man.
 
The days were filled 
with project reports, made 
by the project managers 
and members of their staff. 
Involving many different 
styles of presentation 

including dance 
from the RIDE 
project team, a rap 
from another team 
and a play from 
another team, this 
made the most of the 
Cambodian love of 
slapstick comedy. 

Even more useful 
was the time in Both days started with 

Geoff Collett receives a gift of thanks from Stefan Emillson, Vice-
Chairman, as he ends his three and a half years as Board Chairman.

Some of the staff perform some traditional dances as part of the 
celebration.  Others performed a ‘rap’!

Much discussion 
ensued with 
comments 
made and 
pictures drawn 
representing 
what the 
different 
groups saw this 
meaning. 

ICC board 
meetings took 
place the next 
two days.  I was 

Geoff performs his last ceremonial duty as Board Chairman, 
blowing out the ten candles on the cake.

Listening to Phil, the ICC Director.
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>> Five years on                   

I had the wonderful 
opportunity in early 
November to join with other 
CA Trustees in visiting 
Cambodia to get up to date on 
what has been happening with 
our team, projects and above 
all the growing church.

I was somewhat nervous and 
apprehensive as we touched 
down at Phnom 
Penh’s airport, 
this was after all 
my first visit for 
nearly 5 years.  Before that 
I had been numerous times 
almost every year since 1989 
in my coordinating role in 
Cambodia Action (then SAO).   
We first reconnoitred exactly 
when the Vietnamese forces 
marched out at the completion 
of their 10 year occupation 
following the removal of the 
Khmer Rouge from power.  
That was God’s incredible 
timing!  

After several more 
preparatory visits God 
miraculously enabled us to 
establish a resident team of 

ten, including our current 
Executive Director Geoff 
Collett along with his wife 
Carol who ably took charge 
of teaching the team’s four 
children.   How we managed 
to find team members, 
funding support and the faith 
to keep going I do not know,  
but God does more than we 
ask or think!   Though we had 

worked a 
dozen years 
in refugee 
camps 

in Thailand we had little 
experience relevant to a 
society virtually destroyed 
under Pol Pot’s vicious 
regime.

Geoff had told me that a 
huge amount had changed 
since my last visit and that I 
might hardly recognise what 
I would see.  That was very 
true when considering new 
roads, bridges, buildings and 
even street markings and 
traffic lights alongside heavy 
commercialism, tourism and 
international investment.  

But underneath all that the 
people had not changed.  
They were the same as ever 
though containing a mix 
of widening perspectives 
between younger and older, 
urban and rural.  Some who 
had only known relative 
peace alongside growing 
stability, wealth and 
opportunity and others who 
were forever scarred by the 
“killing fields” trauma; those 
who were benefiting from 
massive urban development 
and those who continued to 
live in rural poverty, with 
many shades in between.

On this visit we were able 
to visit current projects 
which are now administered 
under ICC, the partnership 
of missions which SAO had 
joined 10 years ago.  We were 
impressed by the number of 
capable Cambodian men and 
women who are now taking 
responsibility and initiative 
for their own activities, 
albeit with appropriate gentle 
support from our expatriate 
team.  When a nation’s 
people and infrastructure are 
cruelly flattened as happened 
in 1975-1979 it takes many 
generations to recover.  One 
can only stand back and 
admire the commitment and 
vision embraced by so many 
to rebuild their nation.  

I watched closely the 
reactions of our expatriate 
team at the ICC 10th 
anniversary conference.  They 
overflowed with pride and 
pleasure, along with tears, as 
their teams enthusiastically 
reported on project progress 
to an audience of up to 
200 persons, the majority 
having travelled from far 
and wide to attend this first 
ever gathering.  Many of us 
visitors were also immersed 
in emotion.  It was heartening 
to also hear reports of projects 

which had been rooted in 
SAO’s first endeavours 
in 1991.  God’s grace and 
strength is surely made 
perfect in our weaknesses. 

And then of course the 
church.  This had only been 
about 10,000 strong before 
1975 and reduced to about 
500 after the genocide, barely 
surviving at all under the 
Vietnamese occupation.  But 
then in April 1990 following 
the official state recognition 
of Christianity it began to 

blossom.  Now it is upwards 
of 200,000 of mostly young 
people who with God’s help 
want to make a mark in their 
nation for the Kingdom of 
God.   Yes, of course there are 
some old heads around still 
who somehow got through the 
killing fields and who bring 
a unique depth, tinged with 
sadness, to this very special 
church and nation.

Please pray for this people 
and the church! 
 John Heard

John Heard, former CA Director and current 
Council member joined the visit by several of 
the Trustees to see the work both inside and 
outside ICC which we are involved in.  John 
hasn’t been back for nearly five years and so 
was anticipating some changes.

John prepares to board a boat out to the Vietnamese floating church near Siem Reap

widening 
perspectives
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>> Cara in Cambodia         

This year I’ve spent almost 
4 months in Cambodia. 
The first with a Cambodia 
Action/Wycliffe Engage 
team, visiting various 
projects in different parts of 
Cambodia and seeing how 
God is working throughout 
the country.  It was brilliant 
to be able to experience the 
many differences in each 
part of the country, from the 
busy, touristy Sihanoukville 
to the more remote and 
sleepy town of Banlung. 
We were able to visit an 
ACTS (Assisting Children to 
School) project, an English-
teaching project in a village, 
a Drugs Rehabilitation 
centre, an orphanage, literacy 
and health classes in a village 
as well as the Tuol Sleng 
Genocide Museum and the 
Killing Fields.  I enjoyed 
getting to know the team 
better and we all got along 
really well. 
It was quite strange when 
the rest of the team left, but 

I was able to quickly join a 
different team from Phnom 
Penh who were travelling to 
Siem Reap, led by Charia 
You. With that team, I visited 
two village schools plus a 
floating village on the Tonle 
Sap Lake. 

When Charia’s team went 
back to Phnom Penh, I 
started going out to a village 
three days a week with a 
Team from the Philippines. 
We taught English, sang 
songs, played games with 
the children and one team 
member provided basic 
medical care.  I ended up 
having my own class of 
5- and 6 year olds, showing 
them how to hold pencils and 
write letters. 
 
I started assisting in some 
Beginner English lessons.  At 
the end of the first term I was 
able to go to the Graduation, 
and then move up with the 
class to Intermediate level. 
For the second term I was 
involved in English lessons.  
The days on which the 
classes were held changed, 
which gave me the chance 
to go back to the Drugs 
Rehabilitation centre to help 
teach English. It was great 
to see the men there paying 
close attention to the 
Christian teaching provided 
by Pastor Noel and 
Emmanuel (a Cambodian, 
who went through the rehab 
programme himself). 

There are many, many others 
things I had the chance to 
join in with, such as a CFSR 
(Christian Fellowship of 
Siem Reap) Kid’s Day Camp 
and going to a Khmer funfair 
(I was the only non-Khmer 
there). 

It’s difficult to pick out 
highlights; I’ve enjoyed 
everything I’ve been 
involved in.   But I think 
that one of the best parts of 
my trip would  be going to 
the village and being able 
to interact with the children. 
They have so little and yet 
are so happy and fun. 

I’ve met so many wonderful 
people and made a lot of 
friends whom I’ll definitely 
be keeping in touch with. 
I can’t wait to go back again 
to visit….!   CARA

This year I’ve spent almost 

Teaching English 

Know someone who might 
want to come on a Wycliffe/
CA Engage team trip or 
placement?  Tell them to get 
in touch with Geoff at:

g.collett@CambodiaAction.org

Home keeps moving. 
A glimpse into the 
extraordinary life of a 
“Third Culture Kid” by 
Heidi Sand-Hart.

This is an interesting 
tale of the experiences 
of a childhood spent 
moving between a 
number of cultures and 
countries.  Heidi is an 
MK (Missionary Kid), 
whose parents come 
from different European 
countries and has grown 
up without a recognisable 
‘home culture’ and as such 
defines herself as a TCK 

(third culture kid).  This 
situation would be normal 
for many of our team, 
Action magazine readers 
and indeed increasingly for 
society in general in our 
globalised world.

Heidi’s book gives insights 
both from her perspective 
and other contributors, into 
the challenges that face 
young people growing 
up in this way.  I was 
surprised to discover that 
I am a TCK myself, given 
that my family has an air 
force background.  I could 
identify with the tales 
of transient friendships, 
acceptance of difference, 
rootlessness, familiarity 
with the between worlds of 
airports and the frustration 
with the blinkered views of 
those from monocultures.

It was interesting to see 
different ways that TCKs 
have adapted to their 

upbringing as adults, those 
who have struggled with 
their faith and those who 
have gone on to continue 
to a global lifestyle and 
some who have immersed 
themselves in a single 
location.  The book doesn’t 
pretend to offer ‘solutions’ 
or an academic treatise, but 
as Heidi herself says – ‘It 
is my hope that you gain 
a wider understanding of 
the misunderstood race of 
TCKs…My goal is to bring 
validation to fellow TCKs-
and insight to help others 
understand us’.

So if you have TCKs in 
your family, know some 
through your support of 
mission families or indeed, 
are one yourself, then this 
easily read book will help 
you to recognise the things 
that are a pressure for TCKs 
and the blessings that living 
in a global culture bring.
 Geoff Collett  

>> Book Review  

VACANCIES in Cambodia:
Management Information System developer: Develop a management 
information system (MIS) designed to ensure secure and appropriate storage of ICC 
data and documents.  

Project Management Advisor: To provide management advice to national project 
managers in HR, project design and leadership.

English teachers: To improve staff English standards in provincial projects.

Information for these volunteer posts is available from Geoff Collett g.collett@CambodiaAction.

Home keeps moving. 


