
Border clashes
Conflict has flared again 
around the disputed temple 
complex at Preah Vihear.  
In exchanges of fire at 
the beginning of February 
several soldiers and a few 
civilians from both the Thai 
and Cambodian sides have 
been killed and some of 
the temple buildings have 
suffered minor damage.  The 
countries’ foreign ministers 
have been seeking to calm 
the situation with the help 
of the UN.  At the time of 
writing the UN security 
Council have declined to be 
involved suggesting it be left 
to the two nations to resolve.  
Further exchanges of fire 
have taken place.

Khmer Rouge Trials
Nuon Chea, Khieu Samphan 
and Ieng Thirith all attended 
court to request release from 
their pre-trial detention.  
Together with Ieng Sary, 

these remaining senior 
Khmer Rouge leaders face 
the recommencing of the 
trial process now that the 
Japanese government has 
promised another £7.4 
million to the courts.

Slavery still alive
Cambodians are still tricked 
into travelling abroad on the 
promise of work.  Human 
traffickers then drug them 
and imprison them  before 
selling them on as forced 
labour to an illegal Thai 
fishing industry.  Others end 
up in immigration detention 
centres where middle men 
extort money from their 
families to enable their 
release.

You can read the story 
of one such victim by 
following the link to Human 
Trafficking at:

www.cambodiaaction.org/news

ATM numbers soar
The number of new bank 
machines in Cambodia 
increased by 35 percent last 
year, raising numbers to 501 
Automated Teller Machines 
nationwide, the National 
Bank of Cambodia has 
reported.

NBC recorded that 130 new 
ATMs were installed by 
commercial banks last year, 
bringing the total Kingdom-
wide to 501 at the end of 
2010 – a rise of 35 percent 
on 2009.

ATMs were reportedly first 
introduced in Cambodia by 
Canadia Bank in 2004. 

Their popularity has since 
grown and an ATM card is 
one of the top three items 
Cambodians would like to 
own according to surveys.
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Bright Future is a sponsorship 
programme helping children by:

• Supporting the child to school
• Providing  uniform and equipment
• Paying any costs required by the school
• Giving each child a meal 

For just 60p a day you could 
change a life!

  
Or why not give a friend a sponsorship gift?  In return 
for a regular donation you will get regular reports of the 
project and the childrens’ progress.  Download a leaflet 
from: www.cambodiaaction.org/projects/793-bright-future
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
Object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC) and British NGO's for 
Development (BOND). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose.
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
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Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
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Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with five other missions as part of 
International Co-operation Cambodia  (ICC)
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Dear Friends,

As Cambodia and Thailand 
are again embroiled in a 
dispute over the delineation 
of the border around 
the Preah Vihear temple 
complex, I am reminded 
that the country still 
remains potentially volatile 
and politically immature.

The British government has 
closed its Department for 
International Development 
office in Cambodia after 
10 years.  British funding 
also was available and 
helped Cambodia Action 
in the 90’s to establish our 
work.  But it looks like 
funding from the British 
government will cease all 

together by 2013.  It is so 
easy to forget that there 
has only been just over a 
decade of peaceful growth 
and that the progress seen 
in the cities, the burgeoning 
tourist industry and trade 
links is still not entrenched.

Let’s pray that Cambodia 
and its peace and security 
doesn’t fall off the priority 
list completely for the 
British people.

For some of our own 
team members there is an 
uncertain future.  For the 
Symons family, newly 
returned to the UK and 
settling in to a home in 
Dereham, Norfolk, there is 

work to be found and expert 
advice needed for Matthew’s 
schooling.  For the Heasman 
family fund raising to return 
to Cambodia, there is a 
target figure to be reached 
within a deadline.  

But we know that at both a 
national level in Cambodia 
and a personal level in 
people’s lives, 
though people 
come and go, 
God remains 
in control. 

Geoff Collett 

Executive Director

>> EDITORIAL - God is in control

Ryes: Pg3

Made a will?: Pg6
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>> Transitioning Khmai*- Rye style             

We’ve been told that there 
are 4 stages of transition 
– Honeymoon, Hostility, 
Humour & Home – and 
we certainly feel that we’ve 
experienced them all since 
moving to Cambodia.

We’ve now been living in 

Phnom Penh for six months 
and are beginning to feel 
at home in this beautiful if 
frenetic city.   Our initial 
stumbling ‘Chum reap suer, 
soc s’bai?’ (Hello, how are 
you?) is now more fluent 
and greeted with a smile 
from the Khmer people 

who we have found to be so 
open and friendly.  Jenny is 
attending university to learn 
the script and to master the 
forty four consonant and 
forty vowel sounds needed 
for spoken Khmer.  

We live in the south of the 
city, on the 2nd & 3rd floor 
of a typical Cambodian 
town house known as a 
‘P’teah L’veang’, and have 
even acquired a cat we have 
called Mekong after the river 
that flows beside the city.

Transitioning into our new 
Cambodian way of life has 
had its’ joys and challenges. 
We miss family & friends 
in the U.K. and are still 
trying to adjust to some of 
the more ‘different’ aspects 
of our new normality.   The 
heat and humidity is still a 
challenge and sleep is often 
disturbed due to the nightly 
cacophony of croaking 
frogs (from the irrigated 
field next to our house), 
barking dogs, whining 
mosquitoes (mainly around 
Jenny), droning of four fans, 
and live-round-the-clock-
metal-glockenspiel-style 
music from the local Wats 
(Buddhist temples)!  But 
our transition was greatly 
aided by all the help we’ve 
received from Cambodia 

The Ryes are in Cambodia
Mark and Jenny Rye, our newest 

members, have been in Cambodia for 
over six months.  What are they doing?

Jane, Alfie, Eden and Mark

Jenny at work in the Svay Pak village clinic

Action and Mark’s Hope 
School colleagues.  They 
have been incredible ... 
bending over backwards to 
help us settle in, with lots 
of social invites, help with 
organising practicalities 
such as phones, long-term 
visas, internet, driving 
licences, bank account, 
buying our motorbikes 
for us, and other crucial 
things like how to bargain 
effectively for produce in 
the local markets.

Mark has 
quickly 
settled into 

teaching at Hope School 
and was recently asked to 
join the management team 
at a time when they are 
planning to build a new 
school.  So Mark has had 
an opportunity to advise 
on the lay-out for the new 
Art rooms, his specialism.  
Currently, Hope School 
has a long waiting list and 
the new school will offer 
education to 600 students, 
double the current size.  
The main aim is to support 
missionary and Christian 
expatriate families, 
working with the people of 
Cambodia and surrounding 
regions.

Jenny’s passion is to 

help with the protection 
and education of ‘at 
risk’ girls.  She is really 
enjoying her varied clinical 
roles and is working on 
improving assessment and 
treatment protocols at two 
of the clinics, as well as 

aiming to support a new 
Kindergarten school with 
a part-time School Nurse 
role.  She recently did a 
day’s training on Child 
Health for the new teachers 
including demonstrating 
a tonic clonic seizure and 
how to put a child into the 
recovery position.  The day 
went really well except 
that during the demo she 
disturbed some ants that 
sprayed formic acid in 
her face ... thankfully it’s 

healing well!

Despite the challenges, 
we count it a real 
privilege to serve God 
here in Cambodia.  Our 
greatest joy is being part 
of a vibrant Cambodian 

Church called ‘New Life’ 
which sees hundreds of 
Cambodians and expats 
coming together from all 
around the city to worship 
God every Sunday with 
beautiful Cambodian song 
& dance.  The church 
here is still young, but 
enthusiastic and we join 
them in praying that 
God’s kingdom will come 
in Cambodia as it is in 
heaven.        
      Mark and Jenny Rye

* The National language of Cambodia and its majority population are internationally known as ‘Khmer’, a french word.   In Cambodia the word for the language and people is ‘Khmai’ - (rhymes with Rye)!

Jenny has written a more detailed article about her work 
available via the registered users area on our web site.  
Register at www.cambodiaaction.org/login/register

‘sprayed 
formic acid!’
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We all need money to live, the lady in the 
photograph earns hers by selling shellfish 
on the streets of Phnom Penh.  Although 
our projects in Cambodia are funded 
directly through ICC and the institutional 
donors they work with, we in Cambodia 
Action are largely reliant on the gifts of 
supporting churches and individuals to 
fund our staff in Cambodia.

When the basic rate of tax was reduced 
from 22% to 20% in 2008 the government 
introduced a special measure for 3 years to 
allow charities to continue collecting Gift 
Aid at the higher rate. 

However this ends on 5th April 2011.  
After this date Gift Aid will be paid at the 
rate of 25p per £1 rather than the current 
higher rate of 28p per £1. 

So if a supporter was giving £50 per month 

to Cambodia Action over the course of 
a year under the new Gift Aid system 
Cambodia Action will lose £18.

What can you do? 
How about increasing your giving by 
10%? This will cover the short fall and 
also any inflation, making a significant 
difference to what Cambodia Action can 
do to help; ‘sow the seeds of change.’

How has your gift been affected?

Old rate 
Gift Aid

New rate 
Gift Aid

£10 £12.80 £12.50
£25 £32 £31.25
£50 £64 £62.50
£100 £128 £125

You can use your will to 
make sure your resources 
leave a lasting legacy in 
Cambodia. 

Your legacy can make 
a real, life changing 
difference in the lives of 
some of the most needy 
people in Cambodia. By 
including Cambodia Action 

in your will, 
you are making 
it possible for 
us to continue 
to reach out 
to and help 
the people of 
Cambodia for 
many years to 
come.

Please see the 
new ‘Leaving a Legacy’ 
page on the website for 
more information, or 
contact the office for a 
Legacy pack (from the 
Evangelical Alliance) and 
help to change lives even 
after you have gone.  

www.cambodiaaction.org 

>> What will be YOUR legacy?

2010/09 FINANCIAL REPORT  2010     2009  

Incoming resources £ £

Church donations 28,920 36,349

Charitable Trust donations 6,485 5,071

Legacies 47,865 1,000

Individual Donations >£500 90,446 118,445

Individual Donations <£500 50,915 78,993

Activities for generating funds 1,993 4,632

Investment income 153 487

Total incoming resources 226,147 244,977

Resources expended  £ £

Charitable activities 185,078 213,518

Costs of generating funds 7,638 13,322

Governance costs 11,642 20,674

Total resources expended 204,088 247,514

Here are our income and 
expenditure figures for the 
2010 financial year.  Thanks 
to you all for the support you 
have given which has enabled 
us to do so much.  

Donations are falling at present 
as folks feel the effect of the 
present mood of austerity and 
we will shortly be recovering 
less tax on Gift Aid donations 
(see left).  

Full accounts are available via 
the Charity Commission web site.
www.charity-commission.gov.uk

>> Thankyou

We all want to be 
remembered, to leave 
a testimonial to our 
lives. How about leaving 
a legacy to Cambodia 
Action and helping God’s 
work to continue changing 
lives in that country?

>> Money Matters

Gift

NB. Most project funding goes direct to Cambodia and does not go through our accounts
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>> Project SKY -  ‘Being a youth has value’    

cont’ on Pg 9

Some of the young adults who live in orphanages

Soy in the SKY office
SOY was a malnourished 
boy of six when his father 
walked out and left the 
family destitute. Helping 
his mother support the 
family, Soy started work, 
selling cakes in the market.  
When he was old enough to 
go to school the following 
September, his mother 
didn’t have enough money 
($1 per year) to be able to 
send him.  Once he reached 
eight years old, he was sent 
to live with his aunt and 
uncle to work for them as 
a cowherd 
in the 
afternoons. 
 
They paid 
for him to start school and 
gave him meals.   
Cambodian school children 
are split into two groups 
per year group.  Half 
the year study with the 
teacher in the morning; 
the other half study in the 
afternoon.  After 6 weeks, 

the groups swap 
around.  For Soy, 
this meant that 
every 6 weeks 
he couldn’t go 
to school as he 
was working.  
Soy managed to 
finish primary 
school at the age 
of 15.  He wanted 
to continue on 

to secondary school but 
felt used by his uncle and 
aunt.  His mother had sent 
his younger brother to an 
orphanage in Phnom Penh 
to get his education, but 
Soy didn’t want to go.  He 
was scared at the prospect 
of living in the big city.  
His mum persuaded him 
to go to the orphanage, 
but within three months, 
he asked the orphanage 
director for permission to 
return home.  

Knowing that his 
mum couldn’t afford 
his school fees, and 
not wanting to return 

to his uncle and aunt’s 
house, he went to live in 
the temple, working when 
he wasn’t at school in order 
to support himself.  After 
a year Soy decided  to ask 
to return to the orphanage.  
The orphanage took him 
back when he was 17, and 

he soon became one of the 
leading figures in there.

He handed over his 
independence in return 
for most of the physical 
things he needed - it wasn’t 
until later that he realised 
the value of what he had 
given up - hope, love, 
equality, opportunities and 
community life, all things 
the orphanage couldn’t 
provide.  He first heard 
about Project SKY when he 
had been at the orphanage 
for a year and was instantly 

interested.  The Project 
SKY workers were the 
only people who asked 
how he felt about how he 
lived, and who wanted to 

understand what it was to 
live as a young adult in an 
institution.  

Project SKY helped set 
up a youth club and Soy 
became a founding member 
– he was very soon voted 
as the Youth Spokesperson 
by the other members.  The 
youth clubs provide young 
adults in orphanages with 
a place where they can 
freely express their own 
opinions and enjoy freedom 
of speech, as well as learn 
skills to equip them for 

safe reintegration into 
community.

He and the youth club 
members were able to 

join 13 other orphanage 
youth clubs, supported by 
Project SKY to learn life 
skills and work skills, such 
as how to stay safe in the 
community, reproductive 
health, appropriate office 
behaviour, writing CVs and 
performing  in interview, 
and goal setting and life 
planning.  For the first 
time, they knew they were 
not entirely alone, and 
Soy gained many new 
friends.  He also received 
a scholarship from Project 
SKY to learn how to 
drive, which has proved 
invaluable to him in the 
long term.

One day, when he was 
22, he arrived at the 
Project SKY office with a 
small bag of clothes and 
wearing broken shoes.  
The orphanage director 
had thrown him out of the 
orphanage for refusing to 
misappropriate youth club 
money to fund something 

else. He had no-where to 
go – he had phoned his 
mum and she had asked 
him not to go home as there 
wasn’t enough money to 
support another mouth.
For the first 3 months, 
he took up the work 
experience placement in 
the Project SKY office, 
as an Administrative 
Assistant and Driver – he 
then found a paid job for 
himself as a gardener 
for a Korean missionary 
and was able to support 
himself. Soy continues to 
need emotional support 
to boost his self-esteem 
and self-confidence on his 
journey to reclaiming his 
independence.

In January 2011, 12 other 
young people found 
themselves in the same 
situation as Soy, with no-
where to go having been 
thrown out of their orphanage.
  
It is with these young people 

CA Member, Sarah 
Chinn, is working as 
project manager for 
Project SKY. 

Sarah, her husband Pola 
and their two daughters 
Alice and Hannah, live 
just outside Phnom Penh.

Some of the young adults who live in orphanages

‘can I go 
home?’
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ICC – Project SKY 
started in May 2007, 
when over 500 young 
people living in 
orphanages revealed that 
they fear discrimination, 
victimisation, joblessness, 
homelessness and even 
starvation once they leave 
the orphanage.  Many 
believe that society does 
not value them.  

They fear they no longer 
have the skills to be part 
of an outside community. 
While the orphanage 
directors’ lack of capacity, 
and the disconnect between 
what young people need 
and what is provided for 
them, are also putting young 
people living in orphanages 
at risk of abuse, exploitation 
and poverty when they leave 
to live in communities.   

SKY therefore seeks 
the safe reintegration 
and social inclusion of 
young adult orphans 
back into communities. It 
aims to provide services 
and opportunities that 
counter the effects of 
institutionalisation, 
nurturing positive attitudes 
and changes within 
both orphanages and the 
surrounding communities.

SKY is a Khmer acronym which means ‘building up 
the lives of young adults living in orphanages’. 

13 orphanages 362 members 16 youth clubs 

88 managers 6 days training 43 orphanages 

17 directors 5x2 day courses 12 orphanages 

44 youth leaders 12 network meet’s 13 orphanages 

35 role models 3 day trainingfrom 9 orphanages 

30 young adults 2 activity days  +35 role models

104 young adults life skills training10 orphanages 

35 gvm’t officials 2 days training 11 provinces

54 young adults scholarships9 orphanages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some facts and figures (2010)
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>> SKY last year      
>> Soy’s story (cont)                 

Group of youth leaders

in mind that the Project 
SKY team has designed 
three new programmes 
which will be starting in the 
next couple of months.

Soy often thinks what his 
life would have been like 
if someone had offered 
such support to his own 
community.  
 
Soy wants to share that 
‘being a youth has value’.    
That youth are the adults of 
the future and need to learn 
and practice the skills now 
if they’re going to do a good 
job of leading the world in 
the future.

Soy now lives with the 
Chhin family and works with 
Pola Chhin as a driver and 
construction site overseer.
      Sarah Chhin

Project SKY new programmes:

•The Careleaver’s Network - a support 
mechanism for young people who’ve 
already been ‘reintegrated’ back 
into communities.  It will provide 
opportunities for learning further social 
and work skills, as well as providing 
continued care.

• The Community Nurturing 
Programme - Cambodia’s first model 
for short term emergency foster 
care in community.  Project SKY will 
partner with three other pro-family 
organisations to recruit, assess, 
monitor and support ‘Nurturing 
Families’ who can care for children and 
young people of various backgrounds 
for up to 3 months.

• The Community Facilitation 
Programme  - provides opportunities 
for members of various communities to 
meet with each other in open forums 
(each community separately).  This is 
to try and make communities a safer 
place for everyone to live in, after 
youth and children in orphanages 
expressed their fear at what will 
happen to them when they reintegrate. 

 If you would like to know more about 
Project SKY or any of the other projects 
that Cambodia Action is working in at 
present please visit our website: 
  www.cambodiaaction.org/projects

Group of youth leaders


