Big Day Out 24th September
One day to
bring HOPE.

Cambodia Action’s Big
Day Out takes place
on 24 September.
Your church, youth
group, home group,
friends and family
could do a sponsored
walk or cycle ride in
your area, followed
by a quiz evening or
a BBQ. Whatever
you think would suit
your church or group
best. If you can’t
take part on the walk
then why not sponsor
someone else to walk
on your behalf?
Cambodia Action
is looking to raise
funds to help the
poorest and most
marginalised people
in Cambodia.
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Sowing the seeds of a new tomorrow for Cambodia

We need your help to
do this!
Could your church
put on a sponsored
event and follow it up
with a Quiz night?
All the resources
you will need are
available on the
Cambodia Action

website. We have
ready made quiz
questions with
answers, sponsorship
forms and more
information. We also
have information for
prayer and a Power
Point presentation
for use either at the
Quiz night or during a
Sunday service.

Searching for information, buying a book, your groceries, a train ticket,
insurance? If you do any or all of these things online then you can help raise
funds for Cambodia Action. Simply join these sites below and raise money to help
those in need at no cost to yourself!
www.easysearch.org.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
For more information on each site please see our website.
Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, Doncaster, DN10 6JH.
Tel: 01302 - 714004, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382

>> WELCOME TO
NEW AFFILIATE
MEMBERS MARK
AND JENNY
AINSWORTH.
THEY LEAVE FOR
CAMBODIA IN
JULY, SEE Pg.5.
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Registered Name:
Southeast Asian Outreach
UK Charity Number: 293382

members

GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical
inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the
Cambodian Evangelical Church. The
object is to promote the Christian faith
and relieve poverty and distress among
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Pg. 5
Engage 2011: Pg2

Dengue: Pg3

Cambodia Action is a member of
International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections, the
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC) and British NGO's for
Development (BOND).
DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs
through gifts. All donations are
acknowledged
unless
otherwise
requested. General gifts may be
allocated to the greatest need, although
donors can indicate a preference.
Funds given for a specific appeal will
be used for that purpose.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the
Bawtry Office.
BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23,
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster,
DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054;
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action
Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email:
admin@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

Ainsworths: Pg8

Big Day: Back Pg

>> EDITORIAL
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150th Edition

>> DENGUE FEVER

Dear Friends,

>> EDITORIAL - 150th edition

My wife Carol was with
me during my recent visit
to Cambodia, as she was
volunteering at Hope
International School for a
few weeks. During this time
she joined Kim San and the
Blossers (TWR missionaries)
at a childrens’ outreach run
with the Mekong Island
Church (see Vision mag
145). There were around 150
children attending this event.

avoid diarrhoea and a craft
session making a mirror that
had a message to remind the
user that ‘Jesus loves you’.

Carol was involved with
supervising activities with the
under threes, thus freeing up
their older brothers and sisters
to go to the activities planned
for them. These activities
included, some Bible stories,
a health lesson on how to

It was incredible to
compare the capacity,
enthusiasm and boldness
of these Christian folk with
the young, traumatized and
repressed church we knew
in the early 90’s.

The Blossers are due to leave
Cambodia soon so all this
work will need to be managed
by the Cambodians. Carol’s
comments to me were about
how amazing it was to see
it being run by Cambodian
Christians already!

Pg 6

Hope International School has plans to expand

>> NEW TEAM MEMBERS

Pg 8

Mark and Jenny Ainsworth join Cambodia Action

>> LANGHAM PARTNERSHIP

>> WHAT WILL BE YOUR LEGACY pt2.

Pg 7

Pg 10

New Inheritance tax rules make legacies even more
beneficial for the charities and donors

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

We need to give thanks to
God for how he has raised
up the Cambodian Christians
from a dark place and at the
same time pray for those
struggling against similar
seemingly insurmountable
odds and not yet seeing God’s
blessing.

Geoff Collett
Executive
Director

PLEASE PRAY
There will be a team going out to Cambodia on
July 2nd to learn about and get involved with
the development work (particularly language
and literature translation for the minorities),
the national church and to get immersed in
Cambodian culture. Pray particularly:
that we will all hear what God is saying to
us during our time in Cambodia

Pg 3

Is there an epidemic coming?

>> BUILDING HOPE

I was speaking recently to a
missionary friend who works
in Afghanistan. He was
quite despondent about the
prospects for change in that
similarly traumatized country.

>> WYCLIFFE/CA Engage Cambodia 2011

that we will bless those with whom we work

Preaching training in Cambodia

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in
Cambodia with five other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)
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that we will be a healthy and dynamic team
Back:David Sriyoheswaran, Megan Jackson,
Charis George, Kirsty McKay, Geoff Collett,
Front: Joy Saunders, Amy Smith, Sara Lang
and Rebekah Pitts at the Engage orientation,
Horsleys Green.

that our visit will glorify God and help
the people of Cambodia
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>>Latest News
Dengue Fever.

Cambodia is just entering
the usual Dengue Fever
season. However with
outbreaks in four out
of the 24 provinces
already this year, the
National Dengue Control
Programme is warning of
an imminent epidemic.
Rekul Huy, chief of
epidemiology at the
NDCP, is also alarmed by
the high number of cases
during months when
Dengue is usually rare.
In Cambodia, where
Dengue is endemic, the
number of cases spikes in
June and July – a period
NDCP director Ngan
Chantha refers to as
the “nightmare season”
– with major outbreaks
occurring in three- to
five-year intervals.
Ngan Chantha said the
number of cases at the
beginning of this year had
reached the “alert” level,
signalling a possible
nationwide outbreak
during the rainy season.
This year, however, his
department faces severe
financial constraints
to implement the swift

interventions necessary
to contain local outbreaks
before they spiral out of
control as in 2007.
Dengue Fever is spread
by the mosquito. It takes
blood from one person to
another. The virus travels
in the blood and so infects
the next person bitten.
Please pray for all the
staff from Cambodia
Action and ICC as they
live and work with this
threat. Pray also for the
villages that they are
working in where the
threat of Dengue is much
higher than in the cities.
Dengue can be avoided
by using mosquito nets
and removing stagnant
water. Using fish called
guppies, which eat
the mosquito larvae is
also proving to be very
successful. Please pray
for those working to help
remove this threat of
disease from so many in
Cambodia.

Border dispute
continues.

The latest series of
clashes between Thailand
and Cambodia began in
February. The fighting
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Sokreaksa Himm is visiting

The mosquito vector for Dengue Fever

has been condemned
by the United Nations
and ASEAN, to which
Thailand and Cambodia
both belong.

One of the main areas
in the dispute is near
the 900 year old Preah
Vihear temple. This has
been a World Heritage
site since 2008 and is in
the Dangrek Mountains
on the Thai-Cambodia
border 300 miles east
of Bangkok. Some
90,000 people have been
displaced in the fighting.
The conflict has
abated for now, but
neither government has
withdrawn its troops and
both sides remain on
high alert.
Pray for those displaced
by the fighting, some are
returning to their villages
but others are too scared
to go back.
Pray also for a peaceful
end to this conflict.

Reaksa regularly spends time in
Siem Reap supporting a group of
local pastors, encouraging their
ministry and their congregations.
Reaksa’s own story of surviving the
Khmer Rouge and forgiving
the
murderers of his family
can be read in ‘After the
Heavy Rain’,
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We now use PayPal
to accept donations
from your credit/
debit card or from
your own PayPal
account.

(available from the Cambodia
Action office).

This is advance notice
of a speaking tour to
the UK by Reaksa in
October this year.
Look out for dates
and venues in the
next magazine and
in email news.

Click on the Donate
button wherever you
see it on the website
www.cambodiaaction.org

Jez, Jacqui and Paul
Heasman plan to go back
to Cambodia in the autumn,
after a year in the UK fund
raising. They will be heading
to Siem Reap in due course to
start a project on sustainable
technologies.

We need a SOCIAL WORKER to work with disadvantaged young people on
the SKY project (see Action magazine No:153 Page 7). Duration 6 months
plus, location Phnom Penh. Contact Geoff Collett
g.collett@cambodaaction.org
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>>Building Hope
Hope school have plans to rebuild
and expand.
From 4 students to a vision of over 600
in less than 15 years, God is moving in
Hope School!
Hope International School
is a vibrant, nurturing
school community with
a vision to see students
impact the world for
Christ. The name is
probably familiar to us
all as Mark and Jane
Prothero, Mark Rye
and Heather Topham all
currently serve in Hope
School. Jen Ainsworth
will be joining the school

when she and Mark when
she and Mark arrive in
Cambodia (see Pg. 8).
Many of the mission
families send their
children to Hope to be
educated. There has been
phenomenal growth at the
school since its beginning
in 2002 with only four
pupils. The 280 students
at Hope today represent

27 nationalities, a truly
international school.
Along with providing help
to families working in the
more remote areas with
home school support unit,
Hope has recently opened
a satellite school in Siem
Reap.
At the main campus
there is a real problem;
a waiting list for places
grows ever longer as more
mission families move
to Cambodia and need to
find schools to educate
their children. But there
is no more space for
classrooms on campus.

The Hope School Board
and school community
have been praying for a
number of years, seeking
God’s direction and
plans. They believe God
is leading them forward
towards establishing a
permanent home for Hope
School to consolidate
and extend their ability
to serve missionary and
Christian expatriate
families working with the
people of Cambodia.
A real answer to prayer
has come with an ideal
plot of land currently
owned by FEBC (Far East
Broadcasting Company),
they are very happy to
sell the land to Hope and
at a very good price as
well. The money from
the sale will go back into
their work broadcasting

the gospel throughout
Cambodia.
The new Hope School
will have purpose built
learning facilities for
600 students, specifically
designed for preschoolers
right through to high
school students. This
will allow Hope School
to grow to two classes in
each year level. In a city
where parks and outdoor
play areas are scarce,
their plans to include
multi-purpose sports
fields and playing courts
are significant for their
students and the wider
community.
Jane Prothero, Hope’s
primary school principal
says: “It is really
important to have a school

like Hope. It is hard
for us to grow with the
restraints that we have
at the moment. People
on our waiting list are
students that fit into our
mission statement. Their
parents are missionaries
serving the community in
Cambodia.”
This impression of the
new school gives some
idea of what a fantastic
resource Hope school can
become.
Brent Wilsmore the
director of Hope school
concludes; “It is a
step of faith for us as
a community. We are
building something that I
hope will be salt and light
for years to come.”

In order to make this vision for Hope school a reality land has to be bought and then
the school built. The first phase of this work will cost over $1,000,000. This might
seem a large amount of money, but as Brent Willsmore says;
“I see that in terms of this nation Hope School will be
significant for Christian education in the long term. The seeds
that we sow here will be around for many years to come.”
If you would like to help in funding this new school or you know of any funding
bodies or Trusts that would be interested in helping to make this new school a
reality, please contact Steve Millard, our Marketing & Communications Director:
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org and he will be very happy to talk further with you.

>> www.CambodiaAction.org
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While he was in Cambodia recently Geoff Collett asked
Eden and Alfie Prothero what school life is really like
at Hope school. This is what they had to say:

Alfie: Hope school is a

hugely significant part to
my life. Being a Christian
school, every morning we
pray and talk about God for
20 to 30 minutes and have
a whole school assembly
on Monday morning as
well as a primary and high
school split assembly on
Friday.
50 students have parents
helping at Hope. It’s not
unusual to have a parent
teaching you. I have been
taught by both my parents
in year 1, year 4 and year
6 for maths, science and
pastoral studies and have
had them as substitute
teachers numerous times.
About 90 percent of the
students at school have
parents who are helping
out in Cambodia.

Lessons at Hope are very
different to England. For
swimming we simply
wear our swim costumes
to school, then take our
towels off and dive in.
We have many different
P.E teachers I have learnt
American and Australian
rules football, English
football, cricket, baseball,
kick ball, rounders, tennis,
badminton and rugby. The
list is endless!
In music the room is
a small class with 2
CD players, 4 pianos,
12 drums, 9 guitars,
3 tambourines, 10
glockenspiels, 3 triangles
and a bell. Many other
lessons are modified
greatly from the English
curriculum
but these are
just a few
examples.

Eden and Alfie on holiday

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

Being at Hope
School is a
fantastic part
of my life. It
feels great
to be at an
international

school 5 days a
week, knowing
that your parents
and maybe even
you are doing something
every day to make
Cambodia a better place.

Eden: One of the things

I love about HOPE School
is the number of people
with different passports
I am friends with. I
have friendships with
people from the following
countries – all in my
own class! Switzerland,
New Zealand, Vietnam,
America, Cambodia,
Singapore, Cameroon,
Tanzania, Germany,
Australia and Singapore.
I also like school because
of the different events
we have each year. My
favourite ones are School
camp and sports week. On
camp every 2 year groups
go to different places
around Cambodia. I have
been to Baray homestead,
Battambang and Kirirom
hillside resort. We go for
one week.
On sports week we have
different days when we
dress up differently.
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Welcome to Mark and
Jen Ainsworth. They
were recently accepted
into Cambodia Action as
affiliate members and
are planning on going to
Cambodia in July for an
initial two years.

We are Mark & Jen. Not to
be confused with Mark &
Jenny Rye who are also in
Cambodia with Cambodia
Action! We have been
married for 4 1/2 years,
hailing from different
sides of the Pennines; we
met in church youth group
in Lancashire, went to
university, got married and
now live in York.
We will be moving to
Cambodia in July, living
and working in Phnom
Penh and will be Affiliate
Members of Cambodia
Action. Unlike the other
Mark & Jenny, Jen is the
teacher in this family and
she will be teaching Year
3 at Hope International
School. Mark is primarily
going to be working for a
Christian social enterprise
company called Yejj.
He will be working with

their web development
department which seeks to
provide quality web design
as well as providing jobs
and development for
Khmers in Phnom Penh.
We’ve come at mission
work from a different
angle than most. Rather
than God call us
specifically to Cambodia
to start with, we had a
job offer! Jen met Jane
Prothero (the principle of
Hope’s primary school)
whilst she was training
to be a teacher in 2009.
Jane mentioned that she
was a Christian who
worked in a school for
missionarys’ children. Jen
went to talk to Jane about
be how to balance being
a Christian and a teacher
professionally. Jane
agreed to go for a coffee to
talk about it and then said,
“You don’t want a job do

you?” So the seed was
planted and it started to
grow in us.
By January this year we
decided we had to go and
visit Cambodia to see what
it was like and whether we
felt called to work there.
We spent just over a week
visiting the school and
meeting as many people
as possible with whom
Mark could potentially
work. We certainly fell
in love with Cambodia
and God gave us a heart
for the place and people
- it was the best “holiday”
we’ve ever had! After a
few more weeks praying
it through we decided to
go for it. We’ll be putting
information and updates
on our website
www.markandjen.co.uk
so have a look and get in
touch.
Mark and Jen

Alfie and Eden.
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>> Langham Partnership and CA’s common vision
One of the outcomes
of Cambodia Action’s
commitment to
partnership with the
Cambodian Church lies
behind the launch of
the Langham Preaching
Programme.
To give substance to
the partnership the
mission has sponsored
visits by Cambodian
leaders and pioneers to
this country for nearly
a decade now.
The visit of Pastor
Barnabas Mam
highlighted the
importance of helping
a growing yet young

Langham Preaching was
launched in Cambodia in
October.

The idea behind Langham
preaching is to encourage
local and national movements
for biblical preaching in
countries around the world.
They do this by providing
practical on site support
for preachers and teachers,
working with national
leaders to arrange seminars,
providing resources, and
building networks of training
and support as part of a local
movement committed to

church in Cambodia
towards maturity, by
providing some training
in how to teach the
Bible effectively
and deepen the
understanding of the
believers in Christian
discipleship. Barnabas
is one of the few who
came through the Pol
Pot years and emerged
not only as a leader in
the church but also as
a gifted preacher. On
his visit to this country,
he preached at
Cornerstone Church in
Nottingham where the
congregation unusually
broke into spontaneous
applause when he sat

Bible exposition.
The seminars have proved
to be a big success in
Cambodia.
Midway through the week,
of seminars, Khai Bunsong,
from the province of Kratie,
testified, “I have been
looking for a more effective
approach. This is it. I am like
a branch that is on fire – but
the fire may go out. What
can I do?” Watching him run
from the back of the room to
receive his books on the final
day seemed to be a good
start.

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

down after giving a 40
minute address!
Barnabas went on to
attend the Keswick
Convention, where he
brought greetings from
the Cambodian Church
and deepened the
existing link with the
Keswick movement.
In God’s providence,
he also met Jonathan
Lamb, the leader of the
Langham Preaching
Programme, and talked
about his concern to
help the emerging
Cambodian Church
leadership to learn
the skill of good Bible
teaching.

The sessions had a huge
spiritual impact on those
taking part and those leading
as well. More than one
person responded to the
Lord’s call to serve Him
as missionaries in a tough
neighbouring countries.
In one expository session, a
participant spent the entire
sixty minutes with his arm
outstretched recording the
message on his cell phone.
Many of the participants
were going back to teach
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in Christ. He is now
an Anglican vicar and
returned home from
the seminar to his
twelve lay preachers
with fresh vision “now I have so much
more to give them.”

Wati Longkumer teaching at Phnom Penh Bible School (one of
CA’s earlier involvements in theological education).

others what they had learnt at
this first conference. TH was
one such man.
Already orphaned, TH was
a young teenager during
the Khmer Rouge era.
All his siblings died. His

aunt escaped, becoming a
Christian in a refugee camp
on the Thai border, before
emigrating to the USA.

What will be YOUR legacy 2.?

Tax allowance is deducted,
the remainder, after any
donation of over 10% of the
estate value is made to a
registered charity, attracts
tax charged at 36% rather
than 40%. A greater amount
of the estate is shared
between the charity and the
other beneficiaries.

In the last Action magazine
we talked about leaving
a Legacy. Now the
Government is making it
even more beneficial to you
and your beneficiaries, so
long as you leave at least
10% of your estate to a
registered charity, such as
Cambodia Action.
Under the new Government
rules, after your Inheritance

Thirteen years later she
returned and led TH to faith

For more information please
see the ‘Leaving a Legacy’
pages on the website.
www.cambodiaaction.org

All together there
were 55 leaders
who gathered for
the training, each
with at least five
years preaching
experience. They
came from across
the denominations
(Wesleyan, Baptist, Anglican,
Khmer Evangelical…) and
from fifteen of Cambodia’s
provinces. The task which
remains is to keep all these
branches on fire.

Example:
Estate

£1 million

Taxable
estate

£675,000

Taxable
estate

£607,500

Net

£713,800

less
allowance

Charity
bequest

-£325,000

-£67,500

£218,700
(36%)
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