A wet day for the Engage team in Ratanakiri - photo courtesy of Geoff Collett
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Sowing the seeds of a new tomorrow for Cambodia

Ainsworth’s arrival
Mark is working with a
social enterprise scheme
and Jen is teaching at Hope
School. They are affiliate
members and arrived in
Phnom Penh in July.
“We have settled well
in Cambodia, thanks to
everyone’s help. We are quite
surprised how easy it has been.

So far living in Cambodia has
certainly been less of a struggle
than we thought it might be.
Mark is enjoying the new
culinary ingredients to
experiment with in the kitchen
and Jen is enjoying not being
cold. We are living in a
traditional pteah leveng town
house. It has more room than
we need but is comfortable and
we have made it home now.

>> THE ENGAGE
TEAM ARE
BACK FROM
CAMBODIA,
READ ABOUT
THEIR TRIP Pg.5

We are slowly adding furniture
when we see it and it’s not
too expensive! We have put
hammocks on the roof so we
can relax like the nationals do
after work (in pyjama’s!).
There have been some
challenging situations at home
and in work to deal with but
we are confident God knows
what He is doing.
We have employed a girl called
Nita as our house help. She is
lovely and is saving money for
her wedding in December. She
speaks English which is good
because we don’t speak much
Khmer yet - we are learning
slowly though.
We are just about getting to
know our way around town.
We have bought push bikes
which have all ready paid for
themselves by cutting down on
tuk tuk rides!”

Mark and Jenny Ainswiorth relaxing after
work ‘like Cambodians do’.

Mark and Jen Ainsworth
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical
inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the
Cambodian Evangelical Church. The
object is to promote the Christian faith
and relieve poverty and distress among
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Dear Friends,

Pg. 5
Back to school: Pg 3

Engage 2011: Pg 5

Cambodia Action is a member of
International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections, the
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC) and British NGO's for
Development (BOND).
DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs
through gifts. All donations are
acknowledged
unless
otherwise
requested. General gifts may be
allocated to the greatest need, although
donors can indicate a preference.
Funds given for a specific appeal will
be used for that purpose.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the
Bawtry Office.
BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23,
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster,
DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054;
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action
Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email:
admin@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
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>> EDITORIAL
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Young people in Cambodia
are usually very keen to get
an education and improve
their life chances and
choices. An education can
help them to rise above a
potentially hard life. Their
success may mean the same
for their wider families, to
whom they have a strong
commitment. This is
despite the years of broken
society there have been
in the country, frequent
domestic violence and poor
role models.
Consequently working with
Cambodian children can be
a delight, their respect and
appreciation is not what
we have come to expect
in English culture. Even
working with teenagers the
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>> EDITORIAL - Young people
experience is usually nonthreatening and rewarding.
As Amy writes on Page
6. the rural children are
often relatively untroubled
by their lack of material
possessions.
It is sad to see how drugs
are begining to take a part
in the solution to escape
problems and to self-indulge
for many, but this is still not
the norm in Cambodia. But
it is true too that material
possessions are becoming
more important to the young
people of Phnom Penh.
As we look at our own
culture and the chaos caused
by the love of material
things and their power as
status symbols, it is tragic
to think that this future

could await Cambodian
young people as the country
continues to develop.
The Bible teaches us to
‘keep our lives free from
the love of money and be
content with what we have’
Heb 13 v5, not because
it is wrong to seek self
improvement , but because
it is all too easy to define
ourselves but
what we have
and not what
we are.

Geoff Collett
Executive
Director

Losing things

>> RIVER OF LIFE SCHOOL

Pg 3

Teaching the teachers

>> ENGAGE 2011

Pg 5

Team members’ travels and reflections

>> GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS

Pg 10

Some ideas for presents

>> BIG DAY OUT

Pg 11

There is still time to plan an event for the big day out, what
will you be doing?
Cambodia Action is working in partnership in
Cambodia with five other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

>> Engage 2011
Last issue we asked you to
pray for us: The Wycliffe UK /
Cambodia Action ENGAGE 2011
team to Cambodia are back. Last year
we showed the Engage adventures
using a trail of photos for you to
follow. It proved popular, so Pg. 5 has
the 2011 team’s summary of their trip.
Megan, Sarah, Charis, Dave, Kirsty, Amy, Joy and
Rebekah on the Angkor Thom causeway

Front Cover Photo: courtesy Mark Rye
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>>River of Life School

The River of Life school was
set up originally by WEC
International in response to the
need of a community that had
no access to state education for
it’s children. This is because the
authorities want to sell the land
they live on to developers.

We are supporting an educational
programme encouraging young children
to access education at a school in the
countryside outside Phnom Penh. The
programme is called Bright Futures
and is run by Pioneering Partners
Cambodia, a local NGO set up by CA.
The school is called River of Life and
was visited by the Engage team (see
following pages) this year where they
led a teacher training programme and
two days of lessons for the children.

The villagers do not have much and come
the rainy season most of this area is flooded

The school has prospered and
benefited immensely from the
commitment of a number of
Cambodian Christian teachers
on the staff who come out
from Phnom Penh to serve the
children of that community.
When the children go on to High
School they are often ahead of
their peers.
On a previous visit the
headmaster asked if a team
could give them training on
resource development. As the
Engage team had three trained
teachers it was decided to run
workshops for the eight River
of Life teachers and for a
number of other teachers from
another State school, as the
trip’s main ministry activity.

With help from an
expat teacher trainer
working in Phnom
Penh, a programme
was devised which
highlighted the
different learning styles
that children have and
gave input on how to
develop resources to
The children in the school are really keen to
cater for them. The
learn, try their best and are well behaved
UK education system
change their future. Through
allows for the reality
their Christian witness they
that some children learn best
are already changing their
visually, while others are more
community. If you want to
tactile and others perhaps are
be part of this
auditory learners and trains its
then why
teachers accordingly.
not consider
becoming a
The school and the teachers
sponsor?
serving there are offering
MAKE
SPONSO A DIFFEREN
CE,
R A CH
ILD TO
the children a chance to
DAY

Bright Futures is
a sponsorship programme
helping children by:
•
•
•
•
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Supporting the child to school
Providing uniform and equipment
Paying any costs required by the school
Giving each child a meal

For just 60p a day you could
change a life!

Joy from the Engage team leads the workshop with Kanitha, from PPC and a few of the 20 teachers

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

The back view of the school shows the two
upstairs classrooms and the two rooms
underneath that flood in the rainy season

Or why not give a friend a sponsorship gift? In return for a regular donation
you will get regular reports of the project and the childrens’ progress. Download
a leaflet from: www.cambodiaaction.org/projects/793-bright-future
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>>Engaging with Cambodia 2011
God is the same God, no matter who or where you are. I knew this
before I went to Cambodia, but there was something powerful about
experiencing it in practice in a church far away from everything I
know. I spoke at a tiny island church on what God had been teaching
me: what it means to trust Him even when we don’t know that life
will go as we would like it to. Sharing my experience of God
with Cambodians made me review my values: am I striving
for comfort, security, western success? Or is my purpose
in loving all of God’s people – who really are my family
– just like Christ does?
Megan Jackson

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA
We ran the service and Sunday school at the
Mekong Island village church. It was a great
opportunity to share our experience of God .
Here Megan (see box on the left) is bringing the
message and Kim San is interpreting for her.
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We travelled up to the NE of Cambodia and onto
the dirt roads and finally by boat, to stay in a
Brao minority village to see the work of ICC. While
Sarah stows the life belts the others scramble up
the river bank.

Kirsty ran a geography lesson
with lots of visual aids.





We crossed rickety
bridges to get to
River of Life School
to do some teacher
training and teach the
children.





Back in the provincial town, some of us were
able to learn a few words in Krung, one of the
minority languages.









more about the ENGAGE
trip run by Cambodia
Action and Wycliffe Bible
Translators.

>> www.CambodiaAction.org



START HERE to learn

  

●


While Joy trained 20 teachers the rest of the
team took classes. Here Amy is doing some
craft work with the children .

We learnt
translating
another

Now turn the page for
more on the ENGAGE
trip to Cambodia

about the progress in
the Bible into Tampuan,
minority language.

There are many things about my month in Cambodia which I will never
forget, such as working with the children. Over the trip we were involved
in numerous children’s outreaches in the villages, running programmes of
games, singing, lessons, drama, art and craft. The children displayed a happy,
contented demeanour despite a lack of material possessions. They listened
attentively and were enthusiastic participants in all the different activities. They
also enjoyed the opportunity to teach us some of their songs. I will always
remember the smile on their faces as they voiced their thanks for the time we
had been privileged to spend with them. When I think of those children and
their families I am reminded of just how many advantages I have and I am
challenged to put God first in my life. Our possessions are of temporal value
but a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ lasts for all eternity. ‘For where
Amy Smith
your treasure is there will your heart be also.’ (Matthew 6:19)
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Charis, Rebekah, Megan and Amy lead the worship during
village outreach. We joined some of the regular outreach
teams that minister in the villages around Siem Reap.
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>>Rebekah writes

We ran a programme of activities
for the guys on a residential drugs
rehabilitation programme.




We had lots of new experiences, inlcuding
ice hockey without the ice, (we were soundly
beaten despite Rebekah (photo right) looking
like she knows what she is doing); visiting
the temples around Angkor Thom, and Dave
learning how to pump water to irrigate crops
whilst sitting down.

We gathered in the little shade
we could find as a few of
the Cambodian teachers
brought a sheet for
us to sit on and
we unwrapped
our squashed
sandwiches,
fighting off
the flies for
our otherwise
very British
picnic in the
heart of this
tiny, forgotten
and somewhat
destitute village just
outside Phnom Penh.
As we sat there, the local
children began to appear around
us, peering out from under
their fathers’ fishing boats or
climbing about on the woodenframed bridge. One little girl
stood, transfixed, in the middle
of the dusty track under the heat
of the midday sun, watching us.



We had a good couple of hours
to relax and while away the
hottest part of the day before
our next teaching session. The
pastor came over and Geoff
invited him to sit with us.
We were able to ask him
questions about his life,
faith and little church. But
after only a few minutes
he became very talkative.
I was frustrated by the
language barrier and

Retdy in his home village



>> www.CambodiaAction.org

No: 155 Autumn 2011 pg.8

Our thanks go to those who
supported us to make this
visit. Pray that God would use
these experiences to challenge
us to serve Him with greater
commitment.

●



FINISH HERE

longed to be able to respond and
encourage, to fully grasp what
he was saying. We weren’t
even able to ask his name!
This is what I can remember of
what we understood from the
interpreter:
A church was started in Tuol
Tamok village in 2003, at which
point the pastor (who had grown
up here) became a Christian
and immediately went to study
as much as he could about the
Bible in Phnom Penh. Shortly
afterwards he became pastor
of the village church and was
able to share everything he was
learning in his studies. But now,
for a living, he has to continue
farming, without the means for
further Bible study training.
The pastor explained that many
of the Christians in the village
have suffered rejection from
family and friends. One woman
has been threatened with divorce
if she continues attending
church. The pastor has been
meeting with her when he can to
encourage, pray and cry with
her. People in the villages
are more often brought to
Christ by their children than
vice versa, thanks to the
work of the school here.
Apparently one hundred
people have accepted Jesus
into their lives, and thirty
of these people make it to the
village church meetings.
The pastor is an amazing
source of support for many and

is always there for anyone in
need. While we were speaking
he received a phone-call on his
mobile. It was evidently for
someone else, so he gave it to
a little boy running past and
directed him to a hut further
down the village to find the
right person. It is always the
pastor who takes people to
hospital in the middle of the
night in an emergency, for
example. It is his example of
love and service which has
touched many here.
Tuol Tamok village faces an
uncertain future, as government
plans for development have
robbed the villagers of their
farming land and only means
of income. The pastor seemed
moved by the things he was
explaining to us, he spoke
looking out into the distance and
the last thing he said to us was a
plea to pray for his community.

Rebekah Pitts
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>> Busy Summer? - Ready for Christmas?
While some in the UK have
been rioting and thinking
only of themselves some
of Cambodia Action’s
supporters have been
working hard to help those
most in need in Cambodia.
Coffee mornings, car boot
sales, family fun days, a
concert and selling on Ebay
have all been used to raise
funds and to raise awareness
for Cambodia Action.
John Buddell, Cambodia
Action’s volunteer
coordinator has been working
with local supporters on the
South coast. Asking for
bric a brac from the local
churches John and others
have been going to the local
car boot sales each month
and selling the goods. Some
of the donated items have
been of better quality or
antiques and John has used
Ebay to sell them, making
some useful additional funds.

John has also been using his
skills as an artist and has
sold several etchings he has
done at Art shows. Do you
have a skill or gift that you
could use to raise funds for
Cambodia Action?

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA
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>> 24th September 2011 - One day to bring Hope
24th September is the next
big date for your diaries.
If you haven’t already
organised an event for ‘The
Big Day Out’ there is still
time.

(If you would like to see some more of John’s work please

contact him: volunteer@cambodiaaction.org)
A coffee
morning
to their chosen charities
held in a supporter’s home
rather than wedding gifts.
brought a steady stream of
Cambodia Action has
interested people to hear
benefited from the generosity
about project SKY and the
of their wedding guests.
work that Sarah Chinn is
doing with young adult
Christmas is coming! But
orphans to stop them being
this year we have gifts with
abused and taken by people
a difference! Do you have
traffickers. Proceeds from
trouble buying gifts for
cake sales and donations are
friends or family? We have
coming to Cambodia Action.
the answer! Buy them a gift

In South Wales, Patricia
Pearson and friends held
a concert with two choirs
and soloists, over 80 people
attended and enjoyed a music
filled evening. They raised
money to send to the Bright
Futures project, helping
children access education.
Another supporter, Maddy
Gage got married this
summer. She and her new
husband Mikey Marigliani,
decided to ask for donations

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

they will never receive!

Help support some of ICC’s
projects this Christmas by
buying equipment, expertise,
and essentials for some of
the poorest and most needy
people in Cambodia.
Information and a gift list
will be on the Cambodia
Action website from the
end of September. So keep
checking and start your
Christmas shopping early!

Finally, if you
ever order
anything online
then please join
one of these
sites below and
use them to do
We have everything you’ll
your shopping.
need to run a sponsored
Cambodia
event, a quiz night with
Action is
Cambodian meal, a short
registered as a
drama for a themed
Charity with
service on Cambodia and
both of these
presentations to advertise
organisations.
the events. All we need is
All you need
you to take this
to do is
on and enthuse
log
encouraging, simply
those around you
in and click
developing and on the link
to do something
resourcing the you want
fun and bring
Hope to those
to take you
volunteers
most in need.
to the site
where you
Simply Visit
can buy your book, train
www.cambodiaaction.org and tickets, insurance and
click on the Big Day Out
those companies will give
symbol to find everything
a donation to Cambodia
you’ll need to download
Action at no cost to you at
and print out. If you have
all.
any problems please get in
touch!
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
We are looking for as many
groups to take part in these
More fundraising ideas for
activities and help to raise
the winter are coming soon.
funds.
Keep checking the website
for more information.
If you do have an event
please write in and send
photos to Steve Millard.

Contact Steve Millard for
more information or if
you have been fundraising

please get in touch and let
him know what you have
been doing and send some
photographs!
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org

Sokreaksa Himm

author of Tears of my Soul
and After the Heavy Rain,
will be touring the UK in
October. He will be speaking
at a number of churches in a
programme put together by
Teams4U. He will be visiting
the Northwest, the Midlands
and the South Coast. If you
want more details about
when he may be in your
area then go to
http://www.teams4u.com/
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