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Water Festival Cancelled
Hun Sen, Cambodia’s 
prime minister, has 
ordered the cancelling 
of the famous water 
festival this year.  The 
resources saved will be 
used to help in the flood 
crisis, providing food 
supplies and rebuilding 
infrastructure.

Last year the water festival 
hit the news when a 
stampede of people on a 
bridge caused nearly 400 
people to lose their lives.

Photo courtesy of Ivor Greer

Thanks again to Trinity Academy for the recent 
gift of £1,000 towards the work in Cambodia.  
Are you part of the Governing body or a 
teacher in a school that is looking to partner 
with a charity working overseas?  If you are 
then we would like to hear from you. (Trinity is 
run by the Emmanuel Foundation and provides 
education within a Christian framework).

Steve Millard receiving the cheque from some of the pupils

21st Birthday celebrations
In 2012 Cambodia Action 
will celebrate 21 years 
operations ministering to 
the Cambodian people from 
within the country.  We will 
be celebrating what God 
has done, what He is doing 
and looking forward to our 
future service.

We want to compile a 
record of some of the 
projects we have been 
involved with over these 
years so be warned we will 
be looking for your stories  

(amusing or serious) of 
Cambodia Action/ SAO, 
how God used and is 
using you.  Please send 
any stories and photos to: 
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org 

Watch out for more 
information in the next 
edition of Action.
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Dear Friends,

Your Action 
magazine is 

arriving a little earlier 
than usual to give you 
the opportunity to use 
our ‘alternative gifts’ at 
Christmas catalogue.

It has always seemed a 
good idea to me to give 
a gift  to someone you 
care about that will not 
add to the pile of unused 
things we all have, or 
force a reshuffle of the 
overcrowded ornament 
shelf.  Instead both you 
and they can share the joy 
of making someone else in 
the world happy or healthy 
for at least a little while.

Of course there are many 
such gift catalogues, so 
how do you chose?  One 

advantage you have with 
a small mission like CA 
is that you know exactly 
where your gift is going.  
Either our team members 
actually work on these 
projects or our partners 
in Prison fellowship 
do.  Although for reasons 
of confidentiality we 
will not share names of 
beneficiaries, there is no 
reaon why you can’t ask us 
how the gift was spent and 
what difference it has made.

We are also launching an 
appeal to help the victims 
of the devastating flooding 
that has hit SE Asia.  I 
appreciate that receiving 
both of these ‘funding 
centric’ articles at the 
same time is not ideal and 
I apologise for this.  But 
the flood needs are urgent 
and Christmas cannot be 

delayed either!
Feel free to 
pull out the 
catalogue to 
share with 
others or ask 
our office for 
more copies.

Jesus was the best gift 
that Christmas can bring.  
Pray for us as we use the  
opportunities of the season 
to share this with our 
Cambodian friends, both 
in words and deeds and as 
we follow His 
example of 
caring for the 
homeless and 
the hungry.

Geoff Collett 
Executive 
Director

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Mark Rye
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
Object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC) and British NGO's for 
Development (BOND). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose.
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: 
office@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with five other missions as part of 
International Co-operation Cambodia  (ICC)
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Special thanks and every blessing for their 
future together to Maddy (nee Gage) and 
Mickey Marigliani, mentioned in the last 
magazine.  Instead of wedding presents 
they asked for donations to made to 
charities; one of which was Cambodia Action.  
Cambodia benefitted to the tune of £500. 

I didn’t have this lovely photograph at the time 
and thought you would appreciate seeing it! 



www.CambodiaAction.orgwww.CambodiaAction.org>> ACTION >>

No: 156 Winter 2011  pg.4>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

Cambodia Action’s Sarah 
Chhin was praised for the 
work that she has been 
doing to raise standards 
of Residential Care for 
children in 
Cambodia.
At the 39th 
meeting of the 
National Orphans 
and Vulnerable 
Children Task 
Force (NOVCTF) 
on the 25th of July, the 
chairman of the Executive 
committee, his Excellency 
Keo Borentr of the Royal 
Government of Cambodia, 
said :

‘I have known Sarah 
Chhin since I was Director 
General of the Technical 
Directorate for the Ministry 
of Social Affairs, Veterans 
and Youth Rehabilitation, 

and I would like to 
announce to everyone 
here that it is because 
of Sarah Chhin that our 
country has Minimum 
Standards for Residential 
Care.’

Sarah is the Project 
Manager for Project 
SKY.  She is working, 
along with the other 
Project SKY workers, 
to provide services and 
opportunities to ensure 
the safe reintegration 

and social inclusion of 
young adult orphans out 
of orphanages and into 
communities.  In addition 

they nurture 
positive 
attitudes and 
policy changes 
both within the 
alternative care 
system and in 

surrounding communities. 

The project’s programmes 
have affected the lives of 
936 individuals between 
January and June this year, 
including young people 
aged between 10 and 25 
and living in orphanages, 
orphanage directors, 
village chiefs and ordinary 
members of the community 
throughout Cambodia. 
Training has also been 

provided to 47 district 
officials of the Ministry 
of Social Affairs, Veterans 
and Youth Rehabilitation 
(MoSAVY) as well as the 
directors of 12 government 
orphanages, so affecting 
thousands more children 
and young people.
Sarah has worked closely 
with the Royal Government 
of Cambodia since 2003.  
She was instrumental 
in drafting Cambodia’s 
Minimum Standards for 
Residential Care, and is 
currently a member of 
the NOVCTF Executive 
Committee.  She says, 
‘It has been my honour and 
privilege to work alongside 
the MoSAVY, seeing the 
country work towards best 
practices in alternative care 
and putting the emphasis 
on the importance of family 
and community in the lives 
of all children.’

The work isn’t yet finished 
and Sarah is working with 
the authorities to improve 
conditions in both private 
and state run orphanages, 
aiming to get as many 
orphans as possible cared 
for by extended family or 
in their communities.

Check out the website for 
more information.

>> Raising Standards                           

Minimum 
standards for 

residential 
care
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Now Choose a Gift: 

All the gifts purchased from Cambodia Action will help transform 
the lives of the most marginalised and poorest people in 
Cambodia.  Simply choose a gift, complete the order form and 
return it to the Cambodia Action office enclosing a cheque. Don’t 
forget to Gift Aid your gift if you are able!

Multi Vitamin drops for babies 

Babies and toddlers at the Value Life 
clinic in Phnom Penh are generally 
malnourished due to their parents 
poverty. Giving them daily multi vitamin 
drops from the clinic helps prevent illness 
and disease. 
Multi Vitamin Drops £20 - 1 month supply.  Code: 3001

Christmas pack for prisoners 

Prisoners in Cambodian prisons are 
only given very basic essentials. A                        
Christmas pack will give extra food,                
sanitary supplies and a gift for a child. 

Christmas Pack for Prisoners £6         Code: 3002

Baby Milk for Orphan babies

Orphaned babies need specially formulated 
baby milk. Buying cans of this powdered 
milk will feed a baby for two weeks.

Baby Milk cans £25        Code: 3003

Stethoscope for Student Nurse

The Value Life Clinic is training nurses and 
midwives to work with some of Phnom 
Penh’s poorest people. A stethoscope 
means that illnesses and disease can be 
detected earlier and treatment given.
Stethoscope £25  Code: 3004

Help a Child Visit their Parents in Prison                   
for Christmas 

Many prisoners don’t see their families at 
all during their time in prison. This can lead 
to family breakdown and problems for both        
children and parents. The gift of a visit helps 
with relationships and keeps families together.

Child visit to Parents in Prison £30     Code: 3005

Sponsor a child to go to school

Bright Futures is a project that helps 
children to access education for the first 
time. Your gift covers school uniform, a 
meal each day and school clothes.
Sponsor a Child to school £20 a month
or £220 for a year       
Code: 3006 (month) or 3007 (year)

Set up a Micro Enterprise scheme 

Helping a woman to start a business will      
enable her to provide for her family. 
Your gift will provide a new income 
stream for families that have few other 
means of earning money.

Set up a Micro Enterprise Scheme £75    Code: 3008
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>> Devastating floods hit Cambodia - and the River of Life school       Christmas Gifts Order Form
Please complete and return to the Cambodia Action office, address below.

Title: ............. Forenames: ...................................................................
Surname:...............................................................................................
Address: ...............................................................................................
....................................................... Postcode: .....................................
Tel: ................................ Email: ...........................................................
Gift Code Description Unit cost Quantity Total Price

I would like Cambodia Action to treat this gift only as Gift Aid:
This Gift Yes          No

All gifts/donations from the date of this declaration until notified otherwise.  
           Yes            No

(You must have paid an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at 
least equal to the tax that we will reclaim on your donations in the tax year.)

Signature: ................................................................ Date: ....................
Please return this form and payment to the address below. Cheques payable 
to Cambodia Action. 

Christmas Gifts
Cambodia Action, 
C/o Mr S. Millard
19 Head Lane, 
Gt Cornard,
Sudbury,  
CO10 0JD. 

The floods are a product of the wettest 
monsoon season in decades and have 
hit the whole of South and SE Asia.

In Cambodia tens of thousands have 
been forced to flee to higher ground 
with as many of their belongings as 
they can carry, at present over a million 
people are affected in some way.  More 
than 200 people have lost their lives 
and more may do so as water borne 
diseases take their toll.  Visitors arriving 
by air will see mainly water as they 
cross lowland Cambodia, the majority 
of the countryside is under water.  
Although by the time you read this the 
flood waters may have subsided, the 
affects of the loss of possessions and 
more importantly the loss of the years 
rice crop will continue to ruin lives.

On this page we show some photographs 
from Tuol Tamok village and the River of 
Life school visited by the ENGAGE team 
and featured in last quarter’s magazine.  
The article was sadly prophetic as two of 
the photographs say that the village is 
prone to flooding.  Take a look back at 
those photographs and then see how the 
area looks in the photographs.

The first photograph is a house built 
on stilts to keep it above the flooding.  
The second photograph shows 
the main road, built on a 2m high 
embankment and now being negotiated 
by boat.  The third photograph shows 
a family whose home is built on the 2m 
high embankment and the measures 
they are taking to protect their child in 
the flood waters.

See the panel on the next page for the 
way in which CA (and you) can help.
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Cambodia Action Affiliate Ivor Greer 
is Pastor of the Christian Fellowship of 
Siem Reap, ministering mainly to the 
English speaking community.  He is 
involved with many different activities 
one of which is as a Prison Visitor to 
English speaking prisoners held in 
the Government 
correction facility 
just out of town.

You can see from 
his photographs 
how the flooding 
has affected the 
infrastructure and 
livelihood of the 
folk in that area.  
In the first 
photograph prison 
guards are putting 
supplies on to a 

boat to get them out to the prison, which 
as we can see in the second photograph, 
is a partially submerged island cut off 
from the road network.

In the final photograph you can see 

that even getting supplies 
as far as the boat is difficult 
with the roads on top of the 
embankments barely above the  
flood waters.

Please pray for the prisoners 
and those who are their 
custodians as the flooding 
makes a difficult life even 
more of a struggle.

PLEASE HELP
We are raising money for 
flood relief and working with 
the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Cambodia’s relief commission and 
Bright Futures project to bring 
aid to those who most need it.  
All contributions made through 
PayPal will go to help over the 
next month.  Donate via our 
website www.CambodiaAction.org 
Just click on the donate button 
to be taken to PayPal where you 
can pay using a card or with a 
PayPal account if you have one.  
If you haven’t already done this, 
then please download and send 
us a Gift Aid form too.  You must 
be a a taxpayer paying sufficient 
tax in this year.

If you would prefer to post a 
cheque to us then please post to 
our mailing address on the inside 
front cover, enclosing a note to 
indicate it is for the flood appeal.

You will remember that we 
appealed for money for the 
highland area of Cambodia last 
year, affected by man made 
flooding caused by the release of 
water from a dam.  This year’s 
flooding is on a whole new scale 
with 18 Provinces severely affected.

In Siem Reap town the flooding has made life difficult 
for everyone.  the town is built around a river and 

when this burst its bank the 
floodwaters spread through 
the nearby markets and 
surrounding houses.
Cambodia Action Affiliate 
Marie Hill, who runs a craft 
business, ministers to the 
local street children and in 
the church, has seen some 

unusual sights 
including 
the paddling 
pool used 
to transport 
children 
whose legs are 
too short to 
cope with the 
floodwater! 
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that even getting supplies 
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with the roads on top of the 
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custodians as the flooding 
makes a difficult life even 
more of a struggle.

This is what some basic relief 
materials will cost.
Description      Unit Price
Rice (25 kg )   £15
Dry fish (1kg)   £5
Khmer noodle (1 box )  £5
Medicine   £1


