
Congratulations 
to the Rev 
Julian and 
Mrs Claire 
Charley on the 
occasion of the 
celebration of 
35 years of 
marriage.

Thanks too for 
suggesting to 
their friends 
that they might 
give a gift 
to Cambodia 
Action to 
commemorate 
the event.  The 
funds raised 
have gone to support Herry and Susie in their work.  

If you have an event coming up which could be used to raise 
funds for the work in Cambodia then please contact Steve Millard 
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org for materials and information.

35th Wedding Anniversary
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>> FROM A 
BUDDHIST 
MONASTERY TO 
A CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. READ 
KIM LIENG’S 
TESTIMONY ON 
Pg.6.

▪NEW TRUSTEES Pg4. ▪TESTIMONY       Pg6. 

▪21st ANNIVERSARY Pg7.  ▪INTERNET SHOPPING?   Pg10.

Searching for information, buying a book, your groceries, a train ticket, 
insurance?  If you do any or all of these things online then you can help raise 
funds for Cambodia Action. Simply join these sites below and raise money to help 
those in need at no cost to yourself!

www.easysearch.org.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk

For more information on each site please see our website.
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Cambodia Action
Registered Name:

 Southeast Asian Outreach
UK Charity Number: 293382

GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC) and British NGO's for 
Development (BOND). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose.
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: 
admin@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with five other missions as part of 
International Co-operation Cambodia  (ICC)
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Dear Friends,

Sometimes it is hard to trust 
in God.  If your life or your 
livelihood is on the line then  
words of faith can seem 
inadequate to match the risk 
of a bad outcome.

Running a charity conducting 
development work and 
supporting the national 
church in the professional 
manner demanded by the 
UK Charity Commission 
sometime seems at odds 
with our reliance on God and 
his ability to provide for us 
through our supporters.

You may know that the UK 
staff have had their paid time 
cut by 20% to save costs.  I 
was looking at the cash flows 

recently in preparation for a 
Trustee meeting and thinking 
that there seemed no option, 
humanly speaking, but to 
reduce our staff further.

The staff and our financial 
advisor set to praying for a 
clear guidance for the way 
forward on this.

With two days to go before 
the Trustee meeting we 
heard from the Good News 
Evangelical Mission trust 
fund that they wished to 
make a grant to our central 
costs as well as make a 
considerable contribution to 
the support of one of our field 
team members.

So our meagre faith is 
answered by God’s bountiful 
faithfulness.

The funding will enable us to 
continue our work supporting 
our team logistically and 
with pastoral care for another 
seven months.

So thanks to the Trustees 
and the original 
legator.

And praise the 
Lord!

Geoff Collett 

>> EDITORIAL - Praise the Lord!   

>> Had any rain recently?           
PLEASE PRAY

Mark Ainsworth took this 
photograph on the corner near his 
house after a recent Cambodian 
shower of rain.  In case you are 
wondering the motorbike is on 
the road!  Drainage is not able to 
cope with the huge volume of rain 
that falls in a short space of time.  

Do pray that this years wet season 
will not bring the devastation of 

recent years which have resulted in crop failures and destruction of property 
as well as loss of lives for the vulnerable in the countryside.
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>>Christmas already!

As summer finally 
arrives, Christmas seems 
a long way off.  But for 
those who need to plan 
programmes it isn’t too 
early to start.  What does 
your church do each 
Christmas?  What time and 
money do they set aside 
to mark Christ’s birth and 
bring the message to your 
community?

In 2007 our partners 
in Prison Fellowship 
Cambodia managed to 
run a programme that 
allowed every member 
of Cambodia’s prison 
population to hear the 
message of Christ’s birth 
and how it brings hope to 
the hopeless.  The gospel 
is making 
a big 
impact 
in the 
prisons 
because 
of this and other outreach 
activities.  The authorities 
in a former communist 
country with a tradition 
of Buddhism is happy to 
allow this ministry.  What 
an opportunity!

Since that year funding has 
not been available to reach 
every prison.  What a 

missed opportunity!  
Why don’t you ask the 
leadership of your church 
if they want to look at 
their budget for Christmas 
and consider providing the 
£364 (the equivalent of 
only one pound for each 
day of the year) to enable 
one of Cambodia’s 26 
prisons and its prisoners 
hear the news of our 
Saviour’s birth?

 
Perhaps a 
special offering 
could be made 
at one of your 
more public 

Christmas services to 
recover the cost of this 
support to engage the 
wider community in this 
ministry.

For information or to make 
a donation contact:

 s.millard@cambodiaaction.org

 •Want to be involved 
hands on in what God is 
doing in Cambodia?
•Aged between 25 & 35?      

OR
•Have Church leadership 
experience?

Have you thought about 
offering to serve on the 
Cambodia Action team of 

Trustees?

Over the past 30 years 
we have been encouraged 

by the quality of the 
people who have served 
as trustees of Cambodia 

Action, some for short 
periods others for many 

years. 
 

We asked a few of our 
Trustees about being a 

Trustee:

We are looking for new people to join us as trustees who believe they have 
skills to offer and can bring a fresh perspective which we believe is necessary 

for us to work effectively in a rapidly changing country.
As a Trustee you will help determine the strategy for Cambodia Action and 
be responsible to see that as an organisation we achieve our purpose.  We 

encourage Trustee visits to Cambodia in order to gain first hand knowledge of 
both our projects and our team members.

If so please contact David Adams: adfarm@globalnet.co.uk for more information.

What an 
opportunity!

Why did you 
become a Trustee?

“I was sounded out by Ivor 
Greer and welcomed the 

opportunity to become more 
involved and if possible 

contribute.” 
“I responded to an 

invitation from 
another trustee.”

How do you feel 
that being a trustee 
has benefited you?

“Sense of worthwhile service 
contributing to the growth of the 
Cambodian Church and nation.”

“It has given me a great opportunity 
to make friends with and enjoy 

fellowship with Cambodia minded 
people, to become better 

informed, to keep my own 
vision of serving in 

Cambodia 

What have 
you been able to 

achieve being a trustee? 

“I have contributed to 
discussions and decisions 

made, helped with screening 
new workers and hopefully 

had a worthwhile 
“spiritual” input.”

What 
is the most 

memorable thing you have learnt 
about Cambodia from being a trustee?

“The phenomenal growth of both the nation 
and the church over the last 20 years and the 

eagerness of many Cambodians to make a fresh 
start after the Killing Fields horrors.”

“Things are changing all the time but God is 
able to send, sustain and use fallible humans 

who have a heart for the country in all 
sorts of capacities if they are 

available.”

Prisoners who have become Christians share 
their testimony at a Christmas celebration 
inside their prison.

How would 
you recommend being 

a trustee to someone else?

“The trustees are a wonderful group 
of people who give anyone with 

the skills to contribute the opportunity 
to do so. It also provides for greater 

involvement in Cambodia by opening the 
way to wider and deeper relationships 

with those already involved.”

“Make an enquiry if you think you 
may have a God given calling 

coupled with a skill or 
expertise that might be 

useful.”

Do you fit the bill to be  a Trustee?
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>>Christian TEFL  

Cambodia Action 
has joined 

forces with a 
new Christian 

distance 
TEFL training 
programme.

We are advertising three different opportunities for TEFL teachers, 
both for newly qualified or for those with experience.

If you know anyone considering training to teach english why not point them to 
Christian TEFL at 

www.christiantefl.org  
Of course we would love them to consider coming to Cambodia to teach too, so maybe 

you could encourage them to look at the Mission Placements pages in Cambodia!

>>Kim Lieng - from a temple to a church  

My name is Leng Kim 
Lieng, I am 30 years old. 
I  teach Khmer Language 
at Language Exchange 
Cambodia (LEC) and a 
volunteer working with 
boys in a new initiative at 
the Daughters Organization.

Previously I was training 
to be a Buddhist Monk.  I 
changed a lot as a novice 
monk, my character, 
behaviour, mind and my 
life had changed and I even 
received a lot of wisdom. 
However I finally left monk 
hood in the beginning of 
2008 and started working at 
LEC at the end of 2008.

I felt like I stopped growing 
spiritually and intellectually  
as I committed a lot of bad 

things such 
as sleeping 
around, 
drinking and 
living an 
undisciplined 
life. Then 
I began to 
have an 
interest in 
wanting to 
learn about 
Jesus because 
I recognized 
that I was 
working in 
a Christian 
Community 
at LEC. I 
understood 

that He can help strengthen 
my spirit and change me 
from declining to growing.  
The Christian brothers and 
sisters helped encourage 
me in my search for Jesus 
Christ who I finally found 
at the end of 2011.

I believe that in some 
ways my former and 
latter faiths are not so 
different. They both 
can help me to grow 
more, but what is 
different is the thinking 
and teaching.  Before 
I believed in ‘karma’ 
which teaches that to 
leave suffering and 
sin, Buddhists have to 
believe and practice 
the teachings of 
Buddha as follows:

1. Refrain from all kind of sin
2. Carry out good deeds
3. Cleanse your heart daily, 

and only then can we 
achieve Nirvana.

This is different from my 
new faith.  Now, in order to 
have an abundant life filled 
with peace and eternity, 
I  have faith and trust in 
Jesus, GOD the Father and 
the Holy Spirit.

This faith can transform my 
life and save me from sin 
and help me to become a 
child of GOD.

I thank GOD for 
transforming my life when 
I could not, strengthening 
me and helping me to grow 
in HIM.
 Leng Kim Lieng

The Language Exchange 
Centre is Cambodia Action 
member Susie’s project, 

mentioned in the previous 
magazine.  It gives young 

people an opportunity to earn 
an income by learning how 

to teach Khmer to foreigners 
and then providing them with 
students in the LEC building.

Daughters is a Christian 
ministry to the girls exploited 
by the sex trade.  It has also 
started working with young 
boys too.  Some of you may 
remember Laura Vann, a CA 
member, who worked with 

them for a while.
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>> 21st Anniversary!      

‘Was it really 21 years 
ago?’ one of the trustees 
commented at a recent 
meeting.  The answer is yes, 
it was in 1991 that SAO 
(as Cambodia Action was 

known as then), was able 
to finally get people into 
Cambodia to start working 
with the Cambodian people 
in their home country.  
Prior to this date people 
had been working both in 
the UK and France with 
Cambodian refugees and 
also doing relief work in the 
refugee camps on the Thai/
Cambodian border. 

In the early 
days, life was 
very different 
in a country that was only 
just starting to recover 
from the war years and 
devastation of the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Starting with the SCALE 
fishery programme (see 
the photographs on this 
page) and the SCOPE 

eye health care project, 
we have conducted many 
development projects and 
sought to strengthen the 
church and its leaders.

Many people have come 
and gone over the years.  
Photographs on the right 
side of the page show a very 
few of the many who have 
served through SAO/CA 
since 1991. 

We have seen our 
work blessed by 

God in so many ways with 
countless thousands of 
Cambodian’s lives changed 
for the better by our efforts 
and through the work of 
the many projects we have 
conducted and the testimony 
of the Christians we have 
had in the country.  Some 
of the project acronyms and 
names you may recognise 
are, the already mentioned 
SCOPE and SCALE, 
Rajana, FLD, WDO, 
HOSEA, SPPA, SKY, PPC 

etc.  

The 
constant 
through 
all the 
changes 
has been 
the sense 
of God’s 
hand on 
the work.  

He has been close to all 
the people who have been 
working both short term 
and long term in Cambodia 
and the staff and trustees 
working in the UK. 

Looking back there is 
much to thank God for.  
He has helped us through 
financial bottlenecks, 
kept our team safe during 
robberies and coups, 
healed the sick, solved 
housing crises, relationship 
crises and leadership crises 
and led us through the 
minefield of government 
relationships.  

It has been a joy to be 
present when the Holy 
Spirit has grown his church 
before our eyes, rewarding 
the labours of our team and 
the many other Christian 
missionaries.
Looking forward we can 
see that God is moving 

powerfully in the church in 
Cambodia.  In some ways 
the role that Cambodia 
Action now plays has 
changed from the first, early 
days; but the reason we are 
working in Cambodia is still 
the same:

To promote the Christian 
faith and relieve poverty and 
distress among the people of 
Cambodia. 

We have new projects that 
are just starting, working 
with young people to 
encourage them to stay in 
their communities and work 
at new micro enterprise 
initiatives. 

We value 
your support, 
through prayer 
and financially. 
Without your help 
these projects are 
unable to work and 
those most in need 
are not helped. 

To celebrate our 
21st anniversary 
we are looking 
to raise more 
financial support 
to help those most 
in need. Are you 
able to give a 21st 
birthday present 
to help us support 
the projects that 
our members are 
working in?  £10 
per month with 
Gift Aid will help 
us make a real 
difference! 

Sign up today 
on your address 
sheet or contact 
the office for more 
information. 

etc.  

The 
constant 
through 
all the 
changes 
has been 
the sense 
of God’s 
hand on 
the work.  

‘Was it really 21 years 

Looking back there is 
much to thank God for.  
He has helped us through 
financial bottlenecks, 
kept our team safe during 
robberies and coups, 
healed the sick, solved 
housing crises, relationship 
crises and leadership crises 
and led us through the 
minefield of government 
relationships.  

It has been a joy to be 
present when the Holy 
Spirit has grown his church 
before our eyes, rewarding 
the labours of our team and 
the many other Christian 
missionaries.
Looking forward we can 
see that God is moving 

John Heard on the first visit in 
1989 with Cambodian officials

Geoff Collett with one of the first SCALE fish ponds

Milet Goddard with the first SCALE fish fry
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I don’t know if you shop 
online? Many people 
use the internet to buy 
books, clothes or plants 
for the garden.  Others go 
shopping for their groceries 
each week online. 

Have you stopped to think 
that when you shop online 
Cambodia Action could 
benefit at no cost to you? 

There are several different 
organisations that you 
can use, 
we are 
registered 
with all 
the ones 
that you 
see on this 
page.  All 
you have to do is register 
yourself, choose Cambodia 
Action as the charity you 
want to support, then using 
the website click on the 
shop you want to use (most 
high street shops and all 
the major supermarkets 

are signed up to these 
sites) and start shopping. 
You’ll be able to see what 
percentage the different 
shops give to us. 

The bonus is that it doesn’t 
cost you anything.  You 
aren’t charged by the 
shop for your donation, 
they make it directly to us 
through the site!

Do you browse the 
internet?  If you use 
Easysearch then each time 
you search for something 
CA gets 1/2p.  It might 
not sound like much but 
a few searches each day 
and it soon adds up! 

Have a car that you want 
to get rid of?  Even if it is 
only scrap then Cambodia 
Action can benefit.  Give 

a Car  will 
take your car, 
whatever the 
condition and 
either sell it for 
scrap or resell 
it, the proceeds 

coming to Cambodia 
Action.

Then there’s the more 
traditional methods of 
giving - if you donate to 
Cambodia Action please 
don’t forget to Gift Aid 
your donation, we receive  

25% more and again, it 
doesn’t cost you anything. 

If you want to know more 
about any of these ways 
to help Cambodia Action 
please contact Steve Millard:
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org

>> Meeting a practical need     

On April 8th one of the children 
who is 
sponsored 
by the 
Bright 
Futures 
programme 
lost their 
family home 
in a fire.  
The family 
of eight 
were then  
without a 
roof over 
their heads.  
We could not ignore 
this need and when our 
colleagues in Pioneering 
Partners Cambodia 
contacted us we raised 
some funds for the rebuild.

The mum and children 
are Christians and the 
pastor of the small church 
motivated the villagers to 
raise $132 which together 
with the  $717 from CA 
was enough to rebuild 

the house and repair a 
neighbours.

Through her tears 
of gratitude for their 
generosity of the 
community and UK 
Christians Mum said ‘I 
never thought I would ever 
have a house again after 
it was burned by fire.  The 

new one is from 
God, so thanks 
to Him’.

Thanks to 
you too who 
responded to 
our emailed 
request for 
funds with 
your practical 
expressions of 
Christian love.

do you shop on 
the internet?

or have you got a 
car to dispose of? We now use PayPal 

to accept donations 
from your credit/debit 
card or from your own 

PayPal account.  
www.cambodiaaction.org

The family, their new hoome and two of the PPC staff (on the right)


