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Forum speakers at the ASEAN regional workshop on social protection and improving social services for vulnerable groups
(Sarah Chhin is back left)

The Regional  Workshop 
on Social Protection 
and Improving Social 
Services for Vulnerable 
Groups in ASEAN 
(Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations), was held in 
mid-September in Hanoi, 
Vietnam.  The Cambodian 
delegation included our 
own Sarah Chhin, who has 
previously contributed to 
the Minimum Standards 
of Residential Care for 
Children legislation in 
Cambodia and other work 
to provide standards for 
alternative care for children 

in the community.

The workshops 
drew up a number 
of recommendations 
to guide the ASEAN 
leaders, acknowledging 
that access to social 
protection and social 
services is a human right.  
The recommendations 
included ensuring adequate 
standards of living 
for vulnerable groups 
and a commitment to 
continuously improving 
standards and policies of 
existing social security 

measures.
There was also a 
commitment to renew 
efforts to identify stateless 
persons, refugees and 
asylum seekers to 
safeguard their rights.

It is encouraging to see 
Cambodian Action staff 
bringing a Christian voice 
at this level of policy 
making as well as serving 
the community on the 
ground.  Congratulations to 
Sarah and thanks for all her 
hard work.

President Obama visited 
Cambodia during the  
ASEAN meetings which 
are focusing on maritime 
border disputes.  Obama 
and Prime Minister Hun 
Sen had cordial but tense 
meetings as the President 
petitioned the Cambodian 
premier over human rights 

abuses, political prisoners 
and electoral reform, all of 
which he said were needed 
for better bi-lateral ties.

At her village beside 
Phnom Penh airport where 
she faces eviction, Chray 
Nim repeats the words she 
wants the U.S. president to 

hear. “I hope Obama will 
tell Hun Sen to respect the 
people and the residents’ 
human rights,” she said. 
“After he leaves, I could be 
evicted, arrested again and 
accused of inciting social 
disorder. I hope Western 
countries will keep paying 
attention to these issues.”
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Dear Friends,

President 
Obama met 

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
in late November. The two 
leaders did not address 
reporters after their 
meeting, they just posed 
for the cameras, shaking 
hands without much 
enthusiasm.

According to US officials, 
president Obama asked 
privately for Hun Sen to 
release political prisoners, 
stop land seizures and 
organize free and fair 
elections.  Confidants of 
the US president admitted 
that the meeting was 
tense and that the Prime 
Minister had defended 
Cambodia’s practices. 

During my visit in 

November I saw the 
trappings of wealth in the 
capital, including more 
Bentleys than ever before!

While the Cambodian 
economy grows at an 
impressive 8% year on 
year, both last year and 
predicted this coming year, 
the poor and marginalised 
are still with us.  

There will be little 
Christmas cheer for those 
who are evicted from their 
land  with only a remote 
field to go to; no cosy 
place for the elderly with 
no family or the child 
on the street.  There will 
be no justice for those 
imprisoned as scapegoats 
and no loving words 
for those working as 
prostitutes.

So despite 
the rapid 
changes that 
have improved 
things for so 
many, there 
are still a host 
of people for 
whom life is very hard.

As our staff give of their 
time and energy to help 
address these needs they 
also show the Cambodians 
they work with, something 
of God’s love for them, 
a present far 
better than 
any material 
gift in their 
power to give. 

Geoff Collett 
Executive 
Director

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Steve Millard
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
Object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.

Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC) and British NGO's for 
Development (BOND). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose.
 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: 
office@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with five other missions as part of 
International Co-operation Cambodia  (ICC)
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While mum, Sarah, mingles with the ASEAN workshop delegates 
(see Back Pg.) eldest daughter Hannah also moves in high places.  
Here she is washing the British Ambassador’s car as part of her 

Brownie requirement to ‘serve the Queen’.

Hannah is a lone Brownie, so 
congratulations to her for having the 
enthusiasm and energy to do her 
badges without the encouragement of 
a ‘pack’ of peers.  
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Visiting Cambodia last 
month I spent time with 
Pisey Ly, the Director of 
PPC.  We  saw the Bright 
Futures project (report 
over the page) and also 
went to Siem 
Reap province to 
meet with some 
of the new YEs 
project’s team.

The YEs project 
is designed to 
bring income generating 
ideas to young people who 
live in Siem Reap province.  
Despite the tourism and 
associated money in Siem 
Reap itself, the province 
outside the town contains 
some of the poorest areas 
in Cambodia.  There is 
little for young people to do 
and no access to education 
or training for the vast 
majority of young people. 
This leads to many of them 
leaving home and trying to 
find work, either in Siem 
Reap, Phnom Penh or by 
travelling to Thailand to 
work in either the fishing, 
the tourist, or the sex 
industries.  

     
Pisey and I visited a  
village that had over 50 
young people.  A survey 
taken there a few months 
ago had identified it as 

an ideal location for a YEs 
project to take place. 

When we arrived the 
village chief told us that 

all the young 
people had 
already gone.

When Pisey 
explained that 
the project 
would come 

back in a year to try 
and start work with the 
next group the chief was 
overcome with emotion 
and pleaded with Pisey to 
ensure that the next group 
of young people didn’t 
leave the village in the 
same way. 

So what 
does YEs 
do? 
The aim of 
the project 
is to give  
young 
people 
who have 
no other 

opportunities, the chance to 
explore some entreprenurial 
ideas. 

They help young people, 
with the help of a volunteer 
coordinator, work at 
ideas to start very small 
businesses. They have to 
raise the capital for these 
projects,         with PPC 
providing some of the 
expertise and information 
that the young people need. 

One of the most popular 
things to do is to raise 
chickens.  Buying a 
cockerel, 10 chickens and 
some feed as well as some 
tablets for the chickens to 
ensure that they remain 
healthy costs just £25.
 
For the young people this 
represents a large sum 
of money and quite an 
investment.  However, 

All of our 
young people 
have gone!

Visiting Cambodia last 

     
Pisey and I visited a  
village that had over 50 
young people.  A survey 
taken there a few months 
ago had identified it as 
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CHRISTMAS GIFTSVillage chief and his family.  His village has lost their 

young people to the Thai fishing and sex industries.

>> Anyone for Chicken?                                   

(Cont pg8)
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Now Choose a Gift: 

All the gifts purchased from Cambodia Action will help transform 
the lives of the most marginalised and poorest people in Cambodia.

Simply choose a gift, complete the order form and return to the 
Cambodia Action office either enclosing a cheque or completing 
the card details section. Don’t forget to Gift Aid your gift if you 
are able!

Fruit preserving kits

Preserving fruit and vegetables gives even
the poorest families year round access to 
the vitamins and minerals they require. 
Buy a preserving kit and help a family to a 
healthy future.
 
Fruit Preserving Kit £20.      Code: 4001

                       
 Christmas pack for prisoners 

Prisoners  in Cambodian prisons are 
only given very basic essentials. A                   
Christmas pack will give extra food,                 
sanitary supplies and a gift for a child.

Christmas Pack for Prisoners £6         Code: 4002

Bright Futures school equipment

The Bright Futures project is looking to
help more children with access to 
education by giving every child a school
bag containing all the equipment they 
will need for the school year.
School Equipment Bag £10    Code: 4003

Agricultural Equipment for Prisoners

The prisons in Cambodia only provide 
basic rations to the prisoners leaving 
many with a deficient diet. Buying seed, 
basic hoes, spades etc. enables prisoners 
to grow their own vegetables and fruit. 

Agricultural Equipment £35   Code: 4004

Bio gas units for cooking 
  
          Biogas units are fed with kitchen scraps   
         and manure. As these components are broken  
         down methane is produced. This is collected  
         and stored in the unit providing enough gas  
         for a family to cook with, and reducing the              
         amount of wood used in cooking. 
Bio Gas unit £85        Code: 4005

Sponsor a child to go to school

Bright Futures is a project that helps 
children to access education for the first 
time. Your gift covers school uniform and a 
meal each day.

Sponsor a Child to school £20 a month
or £220 for a year      Code: 4006 (month) 4007 (Year)

Chickens and feed
   Help young people in Siem Reap province  
   to grow their own business. Producing chicks  
   and eggs for market provides an income for  
           young people and enables them contribute  
   to their family upkeep.

Buy chickens and feed £25     Code 4008
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 Christmas Gifts Order Form

Christmas Gifts
Cambodia Action, 
C/o Mr S. Millard
19 Head Lane, 
Gt Cornard,
Sudbury,  
CO10 0JD. 

Please complete and return to the Cambodia Action office, address below.

Title: ............. Forenames: .........................................
Surname:.....................................................................
Address: ...............................................................................................
..................................................................... Postcode: .......................
Tel: ................................ Email: ............................................................
Gift Code Description Price Quantity Total

Grand Total

I would like Cambodia Action to treat this donation as Gift Aid:
This Gift Yes          No

All donations from the date of this declaration until notified otherwise.  
           Yes            No

(I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at 
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on 
my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will 
reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 
2008.)

Signature: ................................................................ Date: ....................
Please return this form and payment to the address below. Cheques payable 
to Cambodia Action. 

they see the benefits of 
doing this as they can very 
quickly grow their flock 
of chickens to give them a 
surplus to sell at market to 
earn some money.  Selling 
eggs, chicks and some full 
grown chickens for profit 
gives the young people 
some money of their own. 
This develops their sense 
of self worth, as their 
business expands and they 
can market their produce.
 
The longer term aim is to 
have these young people 
peer mentoring and helping 
others to start their own 
businesses. 
Another idea is using 
bio-gas for cooking. 
Jez Heasman, a CA 
team member in Siem 
Reap, is working on 
producing an easy to fit 
bio gas producing and 
storing system that can 
be marketed and built by 
teams of young people.  
This will help to provide 
a clean way of cooking 
for families that doesn’t 
involve burning wood or 
charcoal. 

For more information on 
this scheme check out the 
next Action magazine!
            S. Millard

Partner with Project YEs: 
This project is just getting off the ground. 
There are many villages in Siem Reap province 
that would benefit from the training and 
opportunities that Project YEs can bring. 

Please contact Steve Millard if you would like 
to donate to help these young people.
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org 

Pisey Ly (Centre) and his volunteer advisors

The team looking at a model chicken coop
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On a recent trip to 
Cambodia I went to the 
River of Life School with 
Pisey (Director of PPC) to 
visit the children that are 
being sponsored through our 
Bright Futures programme. 

The village where the school 
is based is some way out 
of Phnom Penh.  Built on a 
dyke between two areas of 
water, the school perches 
on one side of the roadway.  
Until the floods last year 
there were three classrooms, 
but the third room is now 
under about a metre of 
mud and no longer in use. 
This means that the classes 
are compressed into 2 
classrooms and a very small 
space beside the toilets (not 
a good place to learn in).

The children attend classes 
in either the morning or 
the afternoon, enabling 
more students to attend the 
school.
 
Currently there are 153 
children attending the
school, which is full to
capacity. The school would 
like to be able to reach all 
the children in the area but 
doesn’t have the capacity at 
the moment to do this. 

All six of the teachers and 
the school principal, Mr 
Vicheth, are Christians, and 
teach Bible based lessons 
each day as well as having 
a time for prayers with the 
students.  Although the 
teachers travel the ninety 
minute journey each day 
from Phnom Penh, the 
school principal is living 
in the village and working 
with the families of the 
children to ensure that they 

understand the importance 
of getting an education. 

All of the teachers are 
volunteers, working in 
difficult circumstances, 
being paid only a 
small salary, even by 
Cambodian standards.  
However, they all told 
me that their faith keeps 
them going!  The faith of 
the teachers has an impact 
on the children as well.  I 
have never seen children 
so happy to go to school 
and to learn. 

The school needs to 
expand. Next to the current 
building there is land that 
the villagers 
and commune 
chief have 
given 
permission for 
the school to 
build on and 
to double the 
number of classrooms. 

This would mean that all of 
the children in the village 
and surrounding area would 
be able to attend the school. 

Please pray with the 
teachers and the school 
principal as they seek to 
raise $12,000 to pay for the 
new classrooms. As well 
as enabling more children 
to attend school the extra 
rooms would mean more 

grades could be added to 
the school so that children 
would be able to continue 

their 
schooling 
until 
they are 
fourteen, 
rather 
than just 
twelve. 

You may also remember 
that last year we raised 
some funds to help rebuild 
a home that had been 
destroyed by fire. The 

money 
raised 
has also 
paid for 
another 
home for 
a widow 
and her 
children 
whose 

home was washed away in 
the floods last year. 

Although she is still in a 
basic home, when I met her 
she was so grateful to you, 
our donors, for what has 
been done to help her and 
her children.

The other family helped 
were equally grateful for 
the new home that they 
have, and for the prompt 
way in which the funds 
were given to enable them 
to rebuild.

The rebuilding was all 
done using the men from 
the village, paying some of 
them for their skills as well 
as ensuring that materials 
used were locally sourced 
and easy to maintain.

 Steve Millard

Thank you for 
helping rebuild my 

home it has changed 
my life!


