Building bridges by praying and lighting a candle on them
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Sowing the seeds of a new tomorrow for Cambodia
>> THE FIRST
SHIP WE HAD
EVER SEEN.
SEE Pg 6

Patricia Findlay , second from right, is a former Engage trip
participant. She lives in Scotland and continues to support
our work through her prayer and fundraising.

Silent Walk of Witness
We decided to walk the 5
bridges of Dee in Aberdeen to
commemorate 5 genocides in
the last 80 years, which have
happened round the world.
On Saturday 26 January
a group of around twenty
people, from Poland, Bulgaria,
Rwanda, Algeria, Bosnia,
Scotland and England crossed
the bridges. At each one they
stopped to light a candle and
hear a reading of despair and
hope about the Holocaust and
the genocides in Cambodia,
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur,
Sudan. Patricia Findlay
shared Kim San’s story from
ICC in Cambodia:
‘I could not believe that I
and some other Cambodians
would survive until today.
But God has saved our lives
from the killing fields and put
our feet on our motherland

again and we live within His
peace and grace. It doesn’t
mean that we forgot our
sufferings from the past (38
yrs ago), but we try our best
to stand up again and help
our people to have HOPE and
PEACE in their hearts. Our
painful hearts could not get
healed easily, but the LOVE
of Jesus is the wonderful
BRIDGE which helps us to
forgive them and transform
them to having new lives and
new HOPE and our people
will never face that killing
field again and we want to see
our country grow and develop
everywhere. That is what I
would like to say to the world.’
(Kim San Nhean)
With silence on the bridges
and conversation in between,
we built bridges and broke
down barriers. Race, religion
and nationality did not matter,
as this precious time was
shared and appreciated by all.

Every time we say “never
again” another genocide
happens and we sit here
silently doing nothing. To do
nothing is to contribute to the
genocide. Let us hope that
our silent walk will at least
make some people think.
At the end of the day we are
all human beings. How then
did perhaps the most horrific
instances of human suffering
spawn from our own kind?
We are responsible for
what we did to each other
in Rwanda, Cambodia and
throughout Europe in the
form of genocide. It can
be so easy for us to forget
that we are all of the same
kind. While walking on the
bridges today remembering
those who perished, we must
remember how they suffered
and died and pray that these
things will not happen again.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical
inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the
Cambodian Evangelical Church. The
Object is to promote the Christian faith
and relieve poverty and distress among
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is
now solely amongst Cambodians.
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Cambodia Action is a member of
International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections, the
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC) and British NGO's for
Development (BOND).
DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs
through gifts. All donations are
acknowledged
unless
otherwise
requested. General gifts may be
allocated to the greatest need, although
donors can indicate a preference.
Funds given for a specific appeal will
be used for that purpose.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the
Bawtry Office.
BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23,
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster,
DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054;
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action
Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email:
office@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
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Dear Friends,

>> EDITORIAL - Mission in Cambodia

No man is an island,
Entire of itself.
Each is a piece of the
continent,
A part of the main.
So wrote John Donne. In
today’s world everywhere
we go we come across
people who are interacting
with each other and their
society in different ways.
However they do it, they
all interact, they aren’t
separate entities but part
of their community or
culture.
Many of us takes steps
to fit in. We say the right
things, appear in the right
places wearing the right
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sort of outfit, having the
right sort of possessions.
All are part of fitting in
to society, being accepted
and fitting in matters a lot.
So when you are counter
cultural, when you stand
out from the crowd things
can often be very different.
For some the island may
become more real as they
lose friends and people
aren’t so pleased to
welcome them into their
home, or place of work.
For Cambodian Christians
this can really be the case.
Not being a Buddhist can
mean real hardship for
people, not taking part in
the ceremonies as a part

of the village can lead to
being isolated and left out
of normal village life.
Whatever the hardships
though, the number of
Christians in Cambodia is
increasing rapidly.
Whether it is men coming
to faith through the new
work of ‘Good, Real
Men’ or those touched by
the visiting teams from
OM ships, Jesus is being
discovered in Cambodia.

Steve Millard
Deputy Executive Director
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God is in control

>> MALCOLM DUNCAN VISITS
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During a ministry visit Malcolm experienced kindness

>> RIVER OF LIFE SCHOOL
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More classrooms and a Logos ship visit

>> CONGRATULATIONS TO SARAH!
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Sarah Chhin gets a medal

>> GOOD, REAL MEN!
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The CVM Cambodia project gets a Khmer name
Cambodia Action is working in partnership in
Cambodia with five other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)
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This year GO 2013 will be bigger than ever! If you are able to come and join us for this
event please let us know and we can meet you on site. Cambodia Action will have a
stand in the Global Village so pop by and say hello - we’d love to see you!
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>> Rev Malcolm Duncan - Cambodian Christian kindness
The Rev Duncan is the
director of ‘Church and
Community’, pastor of Goldhill
Baptist Church and a well
known commentator on the
role of the church in society.
He visited Cambodia recently to minister to
both the national and international fellowships
there. He writes here about the generosity he
experienced and what it teaches us.

Up with the lark and onto
When we got to the village,
the road out of Phnom
the whole community had
Penh to minister to men
gathered to hear the foreign
and women who live in
preacher. We were met with
villages around three hours
beautiful fresh coconuts,
outside of the city. The
served a lavish lunch and
journey there was full of
honoured in so many ways.
fun, laughter and genuine
I preached on 2 Corinthians
fellowship as I
1:10 and
shared my story
encouraged
‘utter
with Cambodian
kindness and those present
pastors travelling
remember
generosity’ to
with me and they
that God had
shared their stories with me. delivered them. We had a
wonderful time of fellowship
One had been controlled by and celebration together.
evil spirits and his life had
been blighted by struggle,
What has struck me here, as
sickness and poverty. His
in so many other countries
whole family had been
I have visited to minister,
gripped by fear and sadness is the utter kindness and
and loss, then he met Jesus
generosity of the people.
and everything changed!
They have so very little, yet
Since then he has been free give so much away. The
from fear, and many of his
lunch is just an example.
family have come to know
The best chickens prepared
Christ. The sicknesses
for us. Beautiful dressings
that he was afflicted with
for more rice than I have
have been lifted and he is
ever seen (the Khmer people
serving the Lord with great
have rice with everything!),
faith and passion.
fish caught and delicately

>> www.CambodiaAction.org

prepared with noodles,
dips, bottles of water
and coconut. The table
was cleaned and set out
especially; the room pristine
and ready for respectful
hearing of God’s word.
It’s more than just food and
clean rooms though. The
generosity and hospitality
of the people here is seen
in their welcome, their
love, their attitude, their
smile. You feel it when
they greet you; you sense it
when they give you a glass
of water. They want you
to know you are welcome.
They aren’t being legalistic,
doing something because
they have to. They are
being generous because
they have experienced
the generosity of God,
because they have a culture
of honour that outstrips
anything I have ever seen
in so called ‘Christian’
Britain and because they
believe that those who
teach God’s word are
worthy of double honour
(there is something deeply
biblical about that and it
is often forgotten in our
churches in the UK).
They may be poor - but
they are rich in their
kindness. Maybe it is
because they do not see
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their possessions as symbols
of their status? Maybe it
is because they are more
biblical than us. Maybe they
are not as caught up with
‘stuff’ as we are. Maybe
they are just more willing to
embrace the reality of being
the family of God. There are
many reasons why believers
I have encountered in other
parts of the world are more
generous and hospitable than
we Christians in Europe.
To be honest, the church
in the UK (by and large)
has nothing, absolutely
nothing, to teach the
church in Asia or Africa
or Australasia, or even the
USA, about generosity and
hospitality. Every single
country I have visited over
the years has been better
at being generous than the
UK church. Don’t get me
wrong - I am not having
a sideways swipe at any
church that I have led or
lead in the UK. Yet we still
have much to learn.
Real generosity - lavish
kindness like you see here
- is not a stifling, ‘we can’t
afford to be kind’, ‘don’t
give them too much’ kind
of attitude. Real generosity,
the kind that opens your
eyes in wonder and leaves

you speechless in gratitude
springs from the conviction
that Christ has been lavishly
generous to us and so
we should be to others.
It springs from a deep
understanding that it really
is more blessed to give than
receive. It flows from the
belief that the church should
be a kind, open-hearted,
loving, giving, authentic
community that welcomes
strangers, provides food for
the hungry, water for the
thirsty and a warm, wholehearted welcome to those
whom we meet.
Paul told the early church to
‘do good to all, especially
to those who are of the
household of faith’. I think
there is something of the
early church’s true koinonia,
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genuine oneness and
willingness to be a family
that we in the West have lost
and are losing. I also think
the early church knew how
to honour those who taught
it, led it, loved it and prayed
for it in a way that many of
our churches have lost.
I thank God for the ways in
which He is ministering to
me through the people of
Cambodia. I thank God for
the church here. I pray I can
be as generous in my time
and sharing of my gifts with
them and others around the
world and in the UK as they
have been with me. I know
this - the church here will
never out-give the generous,
abundant, lavishing, kind
God that sent His Son for us.
Rev Malcolm Duncan

Noodles, dips, chicken, fish and rice
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>> Bright Futures - new classrooms
the local area will be able
to attend school. Please

You might remember that
in 2011 there was a lot
more flooding than usual in
Cambodia. Your donations
h provided emergency food
and help to many who live
in the village where the
‘River of Life’ school is
based. As a result of the
flooding part of the school
is no longer able to be used
for classes. This has meant
that not all of the children in
the village and surrounding
area can go to school.
Thanks to a generous

Life school, the Bright
Futures programme also
helps their
families. This
help ranges from
advice on health
and hygiene to
more basic needs
like food and
shelter.

OM Visit

There was great excitement
when the OM ship ‘Logos
Hope’ came to Cambodia
recently. Some of the older
children from the River of
Life School had an outing
to the ship to take part in
some of the activities that
were arranged on board.

surprised to see
all the activities
and resources
that the Logos
Hope contains
they even had
a go at steering
the ship (on a
simulator).

During the
flooding in 2011
a number of the
Students keen to ask questions and learn
villagers lost their
homes. One family
pray with us as Cambodia
suffered more than most as
Action looks to help raise
their home was first flooded
funds to buy the desks and
then once the waters had
equipment needed for these
gone down, it was destroyed
new classrooms.
by fire.
As well as
the work
with the
children at
River of

Thanks to your generous
donations this family has a
new home to live in, built by
their village community with
resources paid for by you.

The new classrooms under contruction

donation from an Australian
donor; two new classrooms
are being built. This means
that all the children in
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Having fun in the bookshop

I’ve never

Crew
members
from the
ship also
went
to the
village
where
they
gave
out supplies
and Christian
materials to the
children.

For most of the
children and some seen a ship
of the teachers
before!
this was the first
time that they had
Teams from the ship met
seen an ocean going ship.
up with Pisey Ly (PPC
They were even more
Director) and he
helped them to run
a number of events
in different villages,
dental clinics and
healthcare advice

crew shared their love of
God with the villagers.
Please pray for the villagers
and students who have
heard the ‘Good News’
from the teams from the
‘Logos Hope.’
Please also remember
Pisey, the other workers
at PPC and the teachers at
the River of Life school
as they help the children
and their families to learn,
improve their health and
their economic situations as
well as being an example
and witness to them.
If you would like to know
more about helping the
River of Life school please
contact :
Steve Millard

A new home to live in

was given as well as
meetings where the

s.millard@cambodiaaction.org

Captain Pisey at the wheel
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>> For service to the Cambodian people

Congratulations
to Sarah Chhin on
the occasion of her
presentation with
a bronze medal
for ‘Service to the
Cambodian People’.
It was awarded by the
Royal Government
of Cambodia in
recognition of the
contribution she has
made to help orphans
and vulnerable
children.
His Excellency Ith
Samheng, the Minister
for Social Affairs,
Veterans and Youth
Rehabilitation awarded
the medal on behalf of
the Government during
the National Orphans
and Vulnerable
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Children Task Force
workshop. Sarah is a
member of the Task
Force’s executive
committee.
Let’s give thanks
to God that the
Cambodian authorities
have been able to
recognise the input
that Sarah, a Christian
foreigner, has made
to help them meet
their obligations in
leadership and in
serving the people of
Cambodia. Please pray
that this recognition
would open more
doors to her Christian
voice in setting policy
particularly in the area
of alternative child care
for vulnerable children.
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M’lup Russey is the
name of the local
NGO that has been
formed to take on the
task that ICC-SKY
had started. There
is a Khmer proverb
that says ‘The young
bamboo will replace
the old bamboo’. This
is taken to mean that
children need to be
guided and protected
by adults so that they
develop well and can
take their place as
healthy, well-adjusted
adults in the future.

M’lup Russey
means ‘Shade of
the Bamboo’. For
a Khmer person, it
is easy to make the
connection between
the shade of the big
bamboo and the
protection given by
family.

especially children
• to provide services to
young people, so that
they can live safely
in communities and
develop as healthy
individuals.
• to promote best
practice in alternative
care.

M’lup Russey exists:
• to support, nurture
and strengthen families
in communities so that
they have ability in
managing and caring
for family members,

Sarah will continue as
advisor to the national
project manager.
Please pray for all of
the staff during this
period of adjustment.
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>> CVM Cambodia - Good, Real Men
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men is that they are all real
men! Only one of them is
a full time pastor, the rest
have normal jobs. We had
a tuk tuk driver, a former
Khmer rouge soldier and
a man who found God in
prison.
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Boroh La-or Pit

បុរសល្អពិត

We are working to help
these men understand what
men’s group look like but
also to work out together
what works in the Khmer
context.

First meeting of the pilot group of men

Recently Boroh La-or
Pit, (The Good Real Men
Project) – CA’s partnership
project with Christian
Vision for men has started
a pilot project. These men

represent different churches
and organisations who are
all keen to start a men’s
group.
The great thing about these

First leaflets explaining the project

Please pray that as these
men start to understand
more what it means to be a
Good Real Man that they
would inspire others to be
Good Real Men.
Mark Ainsworth

n

Mark and Van Deth
from CVM Cambodia
are working to provide
resources for reaching out
to men across the country.
See opposite for
their first leaflet (in
English) to give a better
understanding of the
work that they are doing.
For more information
please contact
Steve Millard:
s.millard@cambodiaaction.org
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Boroh La-or Pit is the name for CVM Cambodia. CVM is a men’s ministry
from the UK. CVM Cambodia is run in coordination with Cambodia Action.
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