Cambodia News

Compiled by John Heard from various reports

SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW

for Cambodia
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Phnom Penh Development
Phnom Penh Municipality plans
to expand the city and build major
new infrastructures by 2020 to
accommodate growing economic
activities and population. Chhay
Rithisen, chief of Basic Construction
and Land Planning, said that the
Phnom Penh area will be broadened
north, south, east and west, with Wat
Phnom as the central point and city
limits forming a radius of 30 km.
Growing annually by 3.2 percent, the
1.3 million population is expected to
reach 2.5 million by 2020.
Land prices meanwhile have
tripled since 2002 and 16,000 to
20,000 houses and apartments
have been built over the past two
years. Cambodia has a tiny wellmoneyed elite who, alongside
foreign businessmen, are investing
speculatively. But average annual
income for most of the population is
still extremely low.
Tourism
In the first half of 2005 tourist
arrivals to Cambodia rose 38%
to 680,000 compared to last year.
South Korea, Japan, the US and the
UK accounted for 37% of the total.
Cambodia is aiming for three million
tourists annually by 2010.
Prices to the national landmark
Angkor Wat temple complex are
being raised by US$3 to US$23. The
temples are the cornerstone of the
tourist industry, earning millions of
dollars a year. They were built by
the Khmer Empire ruling much of
Southeast Asia for 500 years.

Khmer Rouge Trials
A tribunal for surviving Khmer
Rouge leaders blamed for the
deaths of nearly 2 million people is
getting nearer. It is expected to cost
US$56.3 million and to run for three
years. The international community
will pay US$43 million whereas
Cambodia can contribute only
US$1.5 million. But, after Cambodia
appealed to foreign donors, help is
likely to arrive from Japan.
The Khmer Rouge, which ruled
from 1975-79, caused death through
starvation, disease, overwork and
execution. No leader has stood
trial and many still live freely in
Cambodia.
Offshore Oil
Chevron will assess its offshore oil
find early next year, raising hopes for
Cambodia’s first production by 2008.
The find, called the Khmer Trough,
may hold as many as 400 million
barrels of crude and 3-5 trillion cubic
feet of natural gas. And Conoco
Phillips say that a disputed area
between Cambodia and Thailand,
may contain 3 billion barrels of oil
equivalent.
Illiteracy
Thirty years of civil conflict left
their mark in many different ways,
according to the United Bible
Societies (UBS). One particularly
legacy is the very high level of
illiteracy. “Illiteracy is one of the
most serious problems facing
Cambodia today,” said a UBS
Consultant.

Foot and Mouth Disease
Thousands of cattle and oxen have
been hit by foot-and-month disease
since the beginning of the rainy
season in June. The disease has
mostly affected Kompong Chhnang
and Kompong Thom provinces. Yim
Voeunthan, Agriculture Ministry

Cattle are still widely used as draught animals

Youth Team 2005
No ordinary lady
Raise the flag

Raise the flag for Cambodia (see page 3)

Secretary of State said. “There are
more than 10,000 sick animals in
Kompong Chhnang.”
In developed countries, mass
slaughter of infected cows is the
recommended procedure, but
Cambodia is too poor for this policy.
Cows and buffaloes are the main
livelihoods for many Cambodian
farmers.
Church Growth
United Bible Societies report
a resurgence of Christianity in
Cambodia. Most Christians are
young people who have come to
faith since 1992 and are active and
enthusiastic. Church leaders believe
that the Christian message, presented
in a culturally-relevant way, is the
answer to the nation’s needs.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

SAO Cambodia is an evangelical inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in 1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of
the Cambodian Evangelical Church. The Object is to promote the
Christian faith and relieve poverty and distress among the peoples
of Southeast Asia. Work is now solely amongst Cambodians.
SAO Cambodia is a member of International Co-operation
Cambodia (ICC), Global Connections, the Evangelical Fellowship of
Cambodia (EFC) and British NGO's for Development (BOND).
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DONATIONS

We rely on God to meet our needs through gifts from Churches,
individual supporters and funding agencies and events. All
donations are acknowledged unless otherwise requested. General
gifts may be allocated to the greatest need, although donors can
indicate a preference. Funds given for a specific appeal will be used
for that purpose.
We invite individual donors who pay UK tax to complete a Gift
Aid Declaration Form (obtainable from the Bawtry Office). This will
enable us to claim back from the Inland Revenue tax already paid
(currently 28% of the gift). Cheques should be made payable to
“SAO Cambodia” and sent to the Bawtry Office.
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National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, Market Place,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/c: 69404054; Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/c name: SAO Cambodia

AUDITORS

In some parts of Cambodia the year has been dry with barely
enough rain for the rice crop to grow. Many of the hill
tribes suffered from food shortages, with the rains eventually
arriving in a patchy way, only this past month or so.
Try telling stories of drought to the youth team this year,
as we endured another three days of rain and cloud at the
very wet beach resort of Sihanoukville during our rest and
relaxation!
But in Phnom Penh, for several years now, the rain has been
erratic, sometimes raining all day and sometimes not raining
at all for several days, during the ‘wet’ season.
It is hard for me to believe that Cambodia no longer has
a totally predictable climate, when my recollection of
Cambodia in the early ‘90s was being able to tell the time of
day by the rain. The children’s school weather project held
no surprises. For subsistence farmers living on the edge, this
uncertainty is a life and death matter as they no longer can
be sure when to sow crops.

SAO Cambodia is working in partnership in Cambodia with four
other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)

Churches and supporters are invited to
“Raise the Flag for Cambodia” this November.
Will you stand shoulder to shoulder with Cambodia in its desire to rebuild the
nation through truth and justice by raising its national flag on Independence Day?
On 9th November each year, Cambodia celebrates its independence. We want to
raise awareness of Cambodia in the UK during this month.
If you are interested in arranging a Cambodian event somewhere in your
area, contact us by email. For an initial subscription of £5 we will provide:
•

•
•
•
•

an information pack about Cambodia (including a DVD)
Information about Cambodia’s Independence Day
A Cambodian flag
Some Cambodian recipes
Some Fundraising
suggestions
Information about SAO
Cambodia

Climate change affects us all, but some are more vulnerable
than others. God has called us all to be stewards of His
creation and to meet the needs of the disadvantaged. So
isn’t it our responsibility to be informed about the causes of
climate change and involved in ameliorating its effects and
addressing its causes?

You will Need

Geoff Collett
Executive Director

•
•

Miss Pam Winnett
We are very sad to report the loss of Pam, a very dear
SAO Cambodia friend, who the Lord suddenly called home
on August 14th. Pam had been jointly instrumental in
forming the SAO Gravesend prayer cell and had many times
stepped in to take SAO Council meeting minutes. She had
been a great supporter and encourager of mission worldwide
and she will be sorely missed by all who knew her.

Mazars , Mazars House, Gildersome, Leeds, LS27 7JN
SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@saocambodia.org
Web site: www.saocambodia.org

Raise the FLAG for CAMBODIA

Editorial - the climate

Cambodian Christian Arts Ministry
- Are you interested in hosting a team
of young Cambodian dancers visiting
UK in the autumn of 2006? Can you
provide a performance venue, help with
practicalities or provide/loan start up
funding? If you can help, contact Geoff
at g.collett@saocambodia.org

•

•
•
•
•

Support for the project
An enthusiasm to put
Cambodia on the map in
the UK
A DvD player
An open home or office or
church or hall to which to
invite your friends
An act of hospitality with
food to welcome your
friends and neighbours
A place to raise the
Cambodian flag

Help us to stand alongside Cambodians by arranging a Flag Day event in your area. Email us on
admin@saocambodia.org or visit our web site at www.saocambodia.org for further details.

Visitors:

We will be joined in the UK by a number of visitors from Cambodia over the next couple
of months. Rev Heng Cheng, General Secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia (EFC), Uon Seila,
who is one of the Co-Directors of the Youth Commission of the EFC, where SAO member Graham Symons
is working. Also Maria Finnevidsson and Dara from the HOSEA project, which is co-led by SAO members,
Deth Symons and Sarah Chhin. We hope they will have a number of opportunities to speak during September
and October. If you want to find out where they will be then check out our web site at www.saocambodia.org

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett
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Spending time listening
– as long as you
come back to
tune in. You
can get a cuppa
and a shortbread
biscuit.
Anyway, group
prayers were
just ½ an hour,
before breakfast.
Then we spent
the rest of
the day on our own, apart from
meal times (which were still in
silence!), trying to stay tuned in.

and then had a review of the day
just before bedtime. All of this
was in silence.

Jez and Jacqui work in Ratanakiri
with the ethnic minority hill tribes.
They are due to come home on
furlough early in the new year. They
were able to attend a retreat in the
Cameron Highlands, led by Simon and
Rinda Tan, a Singaporean Pastor and
his wife, who have ministered to the
team on a number of occasions.

Some of you will know that
Jez and I recently spent time
in Malaysia with a bunch of
Singaporeans and Herry and
Susie with their son Samuel (all
lovely people, by the way!).
We were there to ‘do’ a silent
retreat – that is, we took time
out from day to day work to be
quiet and listen for the ‘still,
small voice’ of God. We were in
the Cameron Highlands (highly
recommended) for ten days, six of
which were to be spent in silence!
We started each day with a group
prayer meeting – in silence. No
petitions, no pleas – just us trying
to tune into God’s frequency.
Tune out the static, switch off
the phones, the TV and the radio.
Ignore the world around. Don’t
listen to the ‘things to do’. Leave
the washing up. Try it sometime.
It’s not as easy as it might sound!
We were retreat novices (feels
like we’re old hands now, if
not actually proficient!). You
can write things down so you
don’t forget them later. You can
acknowledge the distractions
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The only time we could speak
was for 30-60 minutes each
day, with our ‘spiritual director’.
That’s a fancy name for someone
that helps to prod, challenge and
encourage you to listen harder,
to tune out the noise, hear God’s
voice and respond accordingly.
Sometimes they will help to
interpret something or give a
different view. Sometimes they
will just pray with you. This
should all be done in a way that
suits your personality and situation
and what God is trying to tell you
i.e. if you are in a fragile place, it
We had Bible passages to read
is not much good having
and focus on each day
Sometimes someone telling you to
and were encouraged
yourself together
to write, draw, model
God wants pull
– unless that is actually
plasticine, collect
us
to
try
what God wants you to
rocks or sticks or other
hear!!
something
objects, in an attempt
to capture what we
new
More likely they will
felt God was trying to
encourage
you with appropriate
tell us. Sometimes God wants
passages
or
suggestions for your
us to try something new to help
time.
But
always
the focus is on
us express what He is saying
God and what He wants to share.
– several people drew for the first
time (since school) and found that
So what did it do for us? (a lot)
it really was helpful. Others used
How did we find the silence?
plasticine (me, I wanted to use
(surprisingly easy) Did we manage
plasticine but had no inspiration
to keep quiet? (mostly) Did we
all week!).
hear Him? (Yes) Would we do
it again? (Yes) These are the
We came together for communion
every day before the evening meal questions we have been asked

since we got back, and our answers.
We had a really good time
overall. Some of the actual
minutes, even hours, were tough
but we found ourselves tuned into
the right frequency and we heard
from God. What we had wanted
was word from Him on what our
future is to look like!
By the time we got to Malaysia
we had realised that it was a bit
presumptuous of us to expect a
particular answer to a particular
question at a set time, so we
endeavoured to just wait for Him
to tell us what He wanted to tell
us.
What we heard was along the
lines of ‘wait, listen and get to
know me more, spend time with
me regularly and the future will
take care of itself’. This was not
surprising, really, of course. It’s
all about being His sheep and as
such being able to recognise His
voice.

Simon and Rinda Tan (Retreat leaders) on the right, with Herry and Susie (SAO team members)

soon as we turn our thoughts to it.
God, however, works to a different
time scale. His ways are not our
ways and His timing is not our
timing.

In an environment that seems to
always be going through some
kind of change there is only one
thing that remains constant - God.
He is the beginning. He asked
He
never
us to come and work here in
How do we recognise
stops
Cambodia. He is the end. He
someone’s voice? We
spend time listening.
talking may or may not ask us to
move on. But He will keep us
We don’t spend time
to
us
at all times in between.
talking or making
excuses or being busy working,
Our friends come and go
we just listen. Of course, we can
according to their furlough
listen in different ways – Bible
schedules and callings. They
reading, preaching, discussing
sometimes forget to email and
with others, for example. Or we
sometimes their phones are out of
can actually stop and listen. Isn’t
the coverage area. But He will
this the most difficult thing for
be the one supporting relationship
people living in an instant world,
we expect everything to happen as that never stops communicating.

Our time in Malaysia has helped
us to get tuned in to Him again,
spending time on the relationship
really worked. Please pray for
us, that we will stay in touch
with Him. So if you ever get the
chance, give silence a try!

Jez and
Jacqui work in
Ratanakiri, a
tribal province in
the north-east of
Cambodia. For an
article on another
tribal area to
the south of
Ratanakiri turn to
page 8

This time in 2001 we were
busy in the UK:

Now, in 2005, it feels like we’re doing the same thing, but in
reverse:

Organising the rental of our
house
Storing & giving away
belongings
Changing addresses on
bank accounts etc.
Saying goodbye to friends &
family
Raising financial & prayer
support

Trying to rat proof our storage room to protect belongings
Pondering how to distribute belongings as necessary
Finding a house sitter and guard
Notifying people of address change
Saying goodbye to friends and new ‘family’
Thinking about deputation to raise more support
Please Pray for us as we look forward to deputation,
preparing our staff for our absence and thinking through
God’s plans for our future.

The OMF guesthouse in the Cameron Highlands, Malaysia
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Y ou th Team 2005
This year’s Youth Team came from all over the
UK, with Suzanne from Arbroath, Murray from
Yorkshire, Sophie from Gloucestershire, Beth
and Laura from the South East and then we were
joined by Hannah, from New Zealand but living in
Phnom Penh.
Our tasks were: to minister to Cambodian
children, learn about the country, learn about
what God was doing, work as a team, experience
God at work in us.
Some of the team write about their experiences.
Instead of taking a gap year
before university, I wanted to
go somewhere for a shorter
time over the summer. When I
heard about the youth mission
trip to Cambodia with SAO, it
seemed the perfect opportunity.
None of our team knew each
other before we went, but we
quickly became good friends.
On the ‘mission’ side, we did
several outreaches at church
services, involving drama
sketches of ‘the
parable of the good
Samaritan’ and
‘Jesus feeds the
5000’, worship
songs and
testimonies,
through an
interpreter.
These were
received
very well. We
stayed in two
orphanages where we
did activities with the
children- English teaching, face
painting, and we repainted a
playground. We also worked
with the Khmer School of
Language where we enjoyed
fellowship with Cambodian
Christians. As for tourism,
we visited Tuol Sleng (the
6 | No. 131 Autumn 2005

genocide museum) the temples
of Angkor, and a tribal area in
the hills, called Mondolkiri,
where we rode an elephant!
We also had chance to go
shopping, to the beach etc;
a good balance of work and
play! You will have some input
concerning what you do on
your trip; the itinerary won’t
be the same as ours. The most
important thing I learned on
our trip was to trust and rely
on God, as He provides and
faithfully answers our
prayers.
Perhaps going to
Cambodia will be part
of His plan for your
life? It exceeded
all my expectations,
so I wholeheartedly
recommend it to anyone
in a similar situation
who is interested in going.
You will grow spiritually
and as a person. Just a thoughtProverbs 3.5- ‘Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge
him and he will make your path
straight’.

We
had journals
with
daily
readings and
In early July I was
prayers
which
we
used to record
quite excited, but a
our
activities,
observations
and
little nervous, about
impressions of all that we experienced.
the next month
At the start we wrote what our
of my life. Now,
expectations
were for the trip and what
looking back on it,
God
would
do.
Then at the end of the
I’m not quite sure
trip our team mates wrote down
what I was worried
(encouraging!) comments about
about, because
our contribution to the
visiting Cambodia has
team.
truly been one of the best
experiences of my life. Its
true there are scary parts like
Tasted
the trafﬁc and big thunder
absolutely vile!
storms, but something I have
really learnt is that when you
On a more serious note, one
put yourself outside of your
of the most encouraging
comfort zone, God really does
things that happened whilst
look after you.
we were in Cambodia was to
hear that two young people
Well any way here’s a quick
had committed their lives to
round up of my favourite
Christ having listened to
times… If you haven’t seen
one of our outreaches
any photos of me dressed as
and then speaking to
a clown then you’re pretty
their leaders. It is
lucky! Although I did look
fantastic that God
pretty funny/stupid I had a
can use so many
great time interacting with
different things
the children in this very
to communicate
comic role and both they and
with people in
the team seemed to ﬁnd it
a way that is
amusing.
relevant to them.
Whilst in Mondolkiri we
attempted to drive down a
very questionable road in a
minibus. Unfortunately for
the minibus there were a few
patches of mud that decided
to get in our way. Pushing
the bus out of the mud really
was one of my favourite
memories!
Another memory which I may
want to forget but that I am
immensely proud of is that I
ate a spider, a local delicacy.

Along with all of
these things I met
some fantastic
people both
Cambodians and
English/Scottish/New
Zealanders.
If anyone is thinking about
going to Cambodia I would
really recommend it if you
want an experience you will
never forget.
Sophie Adams

This past month joining
in with the SAO youth
team was a fantastic time.
Sharing testimonies, singing
songs, playing and chatting
with children at various
orphanages, “building”
roofs and walls, digging
ditches, eating BBQ spiders,
getting English lessons
[from those apparently more
educated than us kiwis!],
praying with patients in the
hospital…. the list goes on.
Having lived in Cambodia
for over a year now, many
of the things we did were
not new for me, but God
taught me through them. I
think the thing that had the
greatest impact on me was
realising how much our
attitude does

When
we
arrived in
Mondulkiri,
we were told that
we were going to be helping
to rebuild a runway. This
seemed like a huge job for
a youth team to do on our
own, but when we reached
“Mondulkiri airport” we

affect those around us.
Those we shared with were
so much more willing
to listen after we put in
the extra effort and spent
time with them. Spending
time praying before our
outreaches, preparing, or
even putting a big smile
on our face when we were
feeling exhausted, spoke to
them and planted seeds in
their hearts. It was amazing
and so rewarding to know
that we were able to share
God’s love and power to
more of his kids!
“People don’t care how
much you know until
they know how much you
care.”
Hannah Robb, Cambodia.

discovered it was just a
dirt strip, on which only
the Missionary Aviation
Fellowship plane landed.
Our job was to dig a
drainage ditch to stop rain
water from running across
the runway and creating
an uneven surface. It was
hard work and the tools we
used were mainly traditional
tools which made it harder
and gave us blisters on our
hands. However, it was a
good experience to do some
practical work to help, and
to be able to see the result
of our hard work, which we
appreciated straight away
when we went for a short
flight in the MAF plane,
which had landed on the
runway that morning.
Beth Harris

Catherine Watson
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No ordinary Bunong lady

different. From her small salary
she helps to support the Khmer
pastor of the little church. What
if the teaching, worship and
prayer could be in Bunong, which
everyone would understand?

Mariam Smith, who works for ICC on the READ project
in Mondulkiri, writes about her Bunong assistant.
five Christian agencies including
Rom is no ordinary Bunong.
As a Christian, Rom wants to
Growing up in Cambodia, she used SAO Cambodia, promoting
help her people. They have
relief, education, training arid
to beat up local boys and wasn’t
never had money and suffer
development. Our job is to help
really interested in girly stuff. She
high instances of killer diseases
people to use the new Bunong
preferred to collect resin, set traps
like malaria. They grow rice,
writing system.
and catch frogs in the forest, all of
which normally lasts for eight
them taboo for girls.
months of the year, and have
Rom is also different because she
always supplemented this with
is now literate—
hunting (now illegal), animal
only 1% of Bunong
husbandry and gathering anything
women are literate,
edible in the forest. Bombed
She produces
during the Vietnam war and
literacy materials,
exiled during the Khmer Rouge
teaches children,
period, the Bunong are now
writes stories, uses
threatened by the illegal logging
the computer and
and land grabbing of the rich
recruits and trains
and powerful, which they are
teachers. I hope
powerless to prevent.
she’ll put
me out of
a job soon! You can’t Only 4% of the Bunong
Recently
eat chalk! are literate in Khmer.
Now people who had
the girl
little interest in education
who is
previously because they couldn’t
happiest in the
understand Khmer are taking
jungle, flew off
Bunong evening classes. So they
to a UNESCO
combine work and education,
conference about
disproving the Bunong saying,
Community
“Go to school, learn to eat chalk!’
Learning Centres
(CLCs). These
After becoming literate in
small communityBunong, they can switch to
run/funded CLCs
Khmer more easily and learn
are designed to
promote ‘Education how to function in modern
Cambodia. This new society on
For All.’ The
Rom, Mariam’s Bunong assistant
their doorstep is not necessarily
government hopes
to run a pilot CLC for the Bunong good, but they don’t have to be
Rom, is my side-kick, We work
helplessly bowled over by it: they
with International Cooperation for and wants our help. Most Bunong
can make educated choices about
are animists. Rom, as one of
Cambodia (ICC), an alliance of
their future.
the 10% who are Christians, is

Lisa
and
Nicola
are
leaving Cambodia after the longest Mission

Awareness visit so far (they went out with
John Heard in 2002 and stayed!) Here are
some extracts from their newsletter to let
you know what they have been doing and
how things will be carrying on at Blue Gate
House for released prisoners when they leave.
We have recently recruited a
Centre Administrator, which has
made a huge difference to life at
Blue Gate House. His name is
Kim Huot and he is excellent…
mind you he had a baptism of
fire for sure. On his first day
one of the guards said he was
leaving…that day!!!! Then Lisa,
his mentor, had to disappear for
six weeks unexpectedly!
We had to leave the country for
visa reasons. So we decided to
do our health checks in Thailand.
We headed off for what we
thought would be a long weekend.
However the tests did not prove so
great for Lisa, who after surgery,
went to New Zealand for a month
of recuperation
We have now been in Cambodia
for over three and a half years. It
has been a very interesting and
challenging time. It has certainly
been quite a journey. We came
here on what we felt was a
call from God. We arrived not
knowing what we would do and

waited on God to tell us.
When we got the call
from the group setting
up Prison Fellowship
Nicola (left) & Lisa with Ivor before Blue Gate House was painted
(Cambodia) (PFC) we knew this
are a couple who have previously
was part of why we were here.
lived in Cambodia for five years,
With the benefit of hindsight we
can see the plan. Had we come an Adam and Colleen. Adam has
been in Bible school in NZ and
organisation we could never have
working part time in a hostel that
done prison work, as PFC did not
houses released prisoners amongst
exist.
others. Colleen is a nurse with
psychological experience. They
However, we now feel that
have three young children and
the work we came here for is
Adam’s parents already live in
done. PFC is now an established
Cambodia – so there will be three
organisation. The part we still
generations in country.
work in, Blue Gate House (BGH),
a half way house for released
So in September we will be
prisoners, is also set up and the
foundations in place. It now needs leaving Cambodia. We do not
know what is next for us except a
to develop and mature which
break. We will take some time out
requires new enthusiasm and
before returning to our respective
experience. We are too tired!
countries, to try to unwind and
prepare for returning home!!
We have therefore been praying
and looking for replacements
We are so grateful to all who have
at BGH. A couple have come
supported us. Thank you. Please
forward and we know so much
continue to remember BGH and us
that God is in this because they
in your prayers.
could not be better suited. They

Thank you Father God, for the key of literacy that opens the door to a fuller life.
Please open up the way for the Bunong to have your word in their own language.

The Bunong people
traditionally live in
grass thatched huts
and practise shifting
agriculture. They clear
an area of the forest
and grow crops whilst
leaving their livestock
to range in the jungle.

The above article was used with permission from the editor of ‘Words for Life’ the
regular magazine about Wycliffe. You can find out more about Wycliffe’s work in
training Christians in literacy and translation by telephoning +44(0)1494 682268.

Increasingly their way
of life is threatened by
the rapid changes taking
place in Cambodia.
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Sokhon’s Story Part 3:No Dignity
Sokhon writes the third part of her painful story.
You can refresh your memory of the story so far
by reading the first two parts in previous Vision
magazines Spring No: 129 and Summer No: 130
Morning light has come on the
fourth day and I feel free from the
darkness of the night and relieved
that we are still alive. Another
day begins on the road just outside
Phnom Penh about half kilometre
from Kbal Thnal toward Takhmao.
Everyone seems to know that we
must get ready to continue walking
as soon as we hear the sound of
guns shooting. At the same time
we also feel hungry, especially the
children with their innocent faces
and their small soft voices asking
their mothers, “What can we eat
for breakfast mum? I’m hungry!”
their mothers reply, “Please be
patient and I’ll go and see if I can
find some thing for you to eat”.
But there is nothing to cook and
nowhere to cook it; people are
so tightly packed together. The
elderly, including my mother, sit
and guard the small children and
the few belongings we have. My
mother seems to be letting my

10 | No. 131 Autumn 2005

people, apart from the Khmer
Rouge. If they do not see them then
no one else will care about it.

Surprisingly, we find ourselves
doing the same. My younger sister
and I walk to a house and find
some salt, some sugar, there is no
one to ask permission, so we take
elder sister Var take charge of us
some of what we find. Then we
all. So we, my sisters, brothers,
find some green cabbages already
fiancé, my in-laws to be and I, try
pulled from the earth. I say to
to find water, wood and something
my sister that they must belong to
to feed the family. We are filled
somebody, but by they look as if
with uncertainty about the next few
they are left over from some one
hours. What happens will depend
before us who did not want them.
on the mood of the Khmer Rouge
We look at each other and look
soldiers. None of us can predict
around to see if there is anyone
their plans.
to negotiate with, but there
is no one. So we gather
From what is going
Putting on them in bunches and take
on around me, I
away. Fortunately the
gather that everyone
brave faces them
Khmer Rouge do not see us.
had the same thoughts
for the future as I
Rushing back to our family
have. Some carry wood and sticks
we hand over what we have found
for cooking, some carry vegetables
to my elder sister who is pleased
in their hands, some even have
that we have something to make a
live stock; chickens; ducks from
meal for the family. Looking back
somewhere and some have fruit.
now, I can remember all the things
Almost everybody tries to grab
that each of us in the group found
food from the surrounding area.
to contribute to the meal which
I wonder how people can be like
kept us going for that day.
this with other people’s belongings.
But there is no law and order to
People faces are full of sadness,
control this madness of hungry
some just sitting with their hands
in their heads and perhaps with
their hearts broken. Everyone
shouts at the children or at each
other. Did they normally do
this, or is this because they have
insufficient food to feed their
family? I look at my mother to
see how she is coping. Her mind
must be wandering as she suffers
with her eyes still not healed. My
heart aches to see her like this.
We can’t seem to even speak to
each other as we used to, just
putting on brave faces and getting
on with what ever we must do. I
wonder if my brothers and sisters
are thinking too about how our
lives used to be. Back then,
whatever we wanted, we could
have, because our parents worked
hard to provide for us. But now,

especially for us women, we do not
even have the bare necessities that
we need. There are no shops to
buy from, even though we still have
some money at this point. We still
have not showered and only had
small washes since we left home
because it is hard to get water. We
are just not used to living the life
of a country woman.
The sun rose higher and as
the heat increases we comfort
ourselves by looking at the
helpless, the ill and the weak
people, who lie on the road under
little shaded areas or sitting on
trolleys pushed by their relatives,
thankful that we are a little bit
better off than they.
“Now we have to get moving
forward”, so we are told as the
gun fire by Khmer Rouge begins
again. So my elder sister tries to
help my mother and the toddlers to
sit on top of our belongings in the
jeep. She is the only woman who
can steer the car, and the rest of

us pretend to push it along. There
seems to be a bit of movement
along the road, but not fast
enough for the Khmer Rouge, so
soon the sound of gun fire begins
again. Panicked and frightened
people start to shake, push at their
neighbours and then the arguments
and fighting start again. My
family seemed to avoid all of that
because we walk behind the jeep
and people move away from the
front of the vehicle.
We had never thought that we
would get into such a bad situation
after only four days away from
home. People, including my
family and me, seemed to quickly
resort to doing anything to keep
themselves alive, whether we felt
it was wrong or not. Our hearts
no longer cared for others and our
dignity and integrity was quickly
lost. Like the other people, we did
not hesitate to take whatever we
could lay our hands on to fulfil the
physical needs we had. How had
we so quickly sunk to this?
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Posts In
Cambodia
Here is a really mixed bag of
opportunities in Cambodia, focusing
on some of our short term needs. If
you thought there was no place for an
artist or an electrician on the Mission
Field then think again!
Details for these positions can be
found on our web site at:
www.saocambodia.org
or contact Geoff Collett at:
g.collett@saocambodia.org
Computer support - 1 yr or 3 mnths
in Ratanakiri and Phnom Penh
Literacy Materials Developer - open
ended in Ratanakiri
Multimedia specialist/Artist - 2 yrs
Income Generation Manager - 2
years min in Ratanakiri
Electrician - 3 months in Ratanakiri
TEFL/TESOL English teachers in
Phnom Penh
Four Wheel Drive Trainer - 3
months in Ratanakiri
Mechanic/Basic Maintenance
Trainer - 3 months in Ratanakiri
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