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Editorial - Pray for Safety

Dear Friends,
I have just returned from ICC board meetings in Phnom
Penh and as with every visit, people comment that I must
have seen ‘so many changes since you were first here in
1991’. Of course it is true that the growth of the church,
traffic jams, the buildings and city lifestyles, all show
enormous changes. However it is true too that Cambodia
is a long way from the conditions we experience in the UK.
Politics, infrastructure and life in general, are still fragile
things about which we can make no assumptions.
During the Board meeting we had a reminder of this. For
fifteen minutes between a phone call announcing the crash
landing of the flight to Ratanakiri and a second to say that
only two minor injuries had been sustained, despite the
excursion off of the runway and the grass fire that ensued,
we sat fervently praying to God for the safety of team
members. It was a difficult few minutes for one of the
board members whose wife was aboard. The plane had been
overloaded and there are questions about the condition of the
undercarriage and where the pilot landed on the dirt runway.
But we cannot be seperated from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:39). He is always caring for us
wherever we are and we need to continually trust in Him and
pray for His mercy for our staff in Cambodia as they face the
dangers of travel.

Geoff Collett

ICC retreat 2005
The whole of ICC’s expat team headed to the coast for a four
day retreat. They were ministered to by the Fredricksonns,
who serve as missionaries in Thailand and are the parents of
one of the team members.
Our own Ivor Greer, his
wife Carol and Kelly
Smith (see page 8)
enabled parents present
to be able to enter into
the retreat by running
a programme for the
children. If you think you
might be able to help in
this way in future years
then do let us know.

SAO Cambodia is working in partnership in Cambodia with other
Missions and through International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)
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Kelly, Carol, Ivor and the ICC team children

Catching up with Sophor
Readers may well remember
Sophor, who visited the UK in
2003 with the FAITH project
and then again in 2004 with
the SPPA project. So we
wanted to catch up with her
to find out what has been
happening since then. For
those of you who don’t know
her story she has given us a
reminder of her background.

I used to be very sad about my
family’s poverty and the way
people looked down on us made
me angry. But Jesus has now
given me hope for the future
and my life has changed. God
answered our prayers for work
and I worked with the FAITH
project rising to the position
of Community Development
Facilitator. The extra income
meant that we could move out of
the slum to better accommodation.
Our old house was burned down
three months later in a fire which
swept through the slum.

I was born in 1982 in the refugee
camps on the Thai/Cambodian
border. I have six brothers and
sisters all with similar names! I
lived in the camp for ten years
before returning to Kandal
In 2003 some of you may
province. Our lives were hard
remember that I visited the UK
as thieves had stolen the little we
with the FAITH team and shared
owned and I had to help support
the family by working in the fields. in churches and schools about the
work we had been doing. It was a
Eventually my parents moved to
wonderful experience to have such
Phnom Penh to find work, where,
an opportunity.
because of the cost of
housing we were forced
Promoted to Later that year I moved
to live in the slums.
Programme into ICC’s main office
from where I was given
The slums were flooded
Manager the opportunity to visit
every year and I was
Denmark as a guest teacher
afraid of the thieves and
and then the UK again for a week.
fire which could so easily sweep
through the wooden shacks. We
all worked hard to try to support
the family and eventually my sister
got a good job. Unfortunately the
income wasn’t enough to send my
father to a good doctor when he
was ill so sadly, he died in 1999.
I came to know Christ through the
church service held at the place
where I was studying English.
One sister, Sopheak had already
accepted Christ, although the
family was not happy about this.
The church leader told me not to
harden my heart otherwise I would
be left outside the gate when the
Lord came again. At first I was
angry with him but in 2000 as I
learned more I became convinced
that I was a sinner and needed to
accept Jesus.

In July of 2004 I transferred to
the Skills Promotion for Poverty
Alleviation (SPPA) project.
We work
through the
partnership with
churches and
organizations to
reduce poverty
in Cambodia
through microenterprise
development.
In July 2005 I
was promoted
to Programme
Manager with
responsibility
for the whole
project and of
course, when
you go to senior positions, you

have more complicated work and
more responsibilities. But I won’t
lose heart, as one phrase says “you
will never know how high you can
fly unless you spread your wings”
which is an encouragement for me.
Let me tell you a little bit how
SPPA is progressing; we have just
finished the workshops on microenterprise development for our
partners. We market some products
from the communities and from
our laboratory. One partner is able
to sell products such as granulated
palm sugar, sweet soy sauce and
bamboo furniture. One sewing
group that produces mattresses
has become more independent in
marketing their products. Working
in this program has given me a
lot of opportunities to improve
my knowledge and skills and
relationships with the poor.
The good news is that almost
everyone in my family has
accepted Jesus. When I look at
the past I see how I had been
blessed through all the obstacles
and hardships and I believe that
God has a wonderful plan for those
who seek Him and trust Him. I am
open to whatever and wherever He
may lead me or call me. I am so
thankful and pleased with what He
has done in my life. Thank you for
reading my life story and I hope
that it will be a blessing to you.

Sophor at her desk
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A New Director for ICC
Noel and Connie Ilagen have come
from the Philippines, via the United
States, to serve with ICC, Noel
taking on the role of Executive
Director. They arrived earlier this
year and Noel writes about their
path to Cambodia and how they
have adjusted to their new life.

Meaningful Christian Ministry
Amidst Poverty?
Perhaps because the Philippines
is a poor country and I grew up
close to church - from being a
Sunday School pupil through to
an adult lay leader - I grappled
with the question of “How do you
make Christian ministry relevant
and meaningful to people who
are poor, isolated, powerless,
and weak?” My work thus
gravitated towards organizations
like World Vision Philippines,
the National Council of Churches
in the Philippines, and Institute
for Studies in Asian Church and
Culture.
My work in other countries in
Asia began with my involvement
with Christian Conference of
Asia, the umbrella organization of
churches and councils of churches
from 18 countries of Asia. I
implemented a training course
on management of development
projects that CCA funded but
which was run under the auspices
of the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Asia
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and the Pacific
(UNESCAP).
I organized
training events in
Laos, Bangladesh,
China, Vietnam,
Cambodia, and the
Maldives from 1997
to 2000.

ELCA church in San Francisco,
California. It was at this time
that I was contacted by the
Search Committee of ICC and
invited to apply for the position
of executive director. My name
was referred by Dr. Thomas
Batong, former Asia Secretary
of Danmission, who has known
me for many years through
the Lutheran Church in the
Philippines.

Connie and I were interviewed
Meanwhile,
by both the former and current
Connie had worked
chairpersons of ICC in California.
as secretary at the
There were then exchanges
Lutheran Church in the
of emails between us and
Philippines business office. She
Danmission, since we were to be
had taught at the Lutheran High
seconded to ICC via Danmission.
School which our church ran
and had volunteered in
Although the
Sometimes “conversation” between
various church related
work. While our three
God wants ICC, Connie and I
children were growing
started around March
us
to
try
up, Connie served as full
2004, it was not until
something February 2005 that
time mother and house
wife.
we actually came to
new
Cambodia for me to
How We Came to Cambodia
assume the executive director
position at ICC. The whole time
In the year 2000, Connie and
was a period of prayerful asking
I went to the United States for
whether God would want us to
me to take up studies at Pacific
serve in Asia, i.e. Cambodia, or
Lutheran Theological Seminary
not.
in California. By early 2004, I
had completed both the academic
Transitioning into Cambodia
and internship requirements and
was approved for ordination in
We have now been in Cambodia
the Evangelical Lutheran Church
for eight months, and have settled
in America (ELCA). I was then
down somewhat. Experts in cross
serving as pastoral associate in an
cultural missionary work have

Phnom Penh rooftops

said that missionaries go through
several stages when they live
in a new country. One model
says there is the period where
everything about the new country
is beautiful, followed by a period
where everything in the new
country is frustrating! The latter
is coupled with feelings of loss
over things that the missionary
had left in his home country.
Then you begin to come to terms
with this and adjust. The stages
are not distinct and frequently
overlap with one another and
of course vary from person to
person.
Connie and I are probably at that
stage where there are feelings of
missing the people and things
back home, aggravated by the
inability to communicate in the
Cambodian language. But then
there are people, Cambodian and
expatriate, who have become new
friends and provided emotional
support.
I have been kept busy by the
challenge of providing leadership
and direction to ICC. Connie
has now begun to teach English
among staff of the Anglican
Church she and I had been
attending, and this has been a
source of fulfillment for her.
Connie and I ask for your prayers
that the Lord will continue to
embrace us with the Lord’s love
and grace as we serve Him in
Cambodia.
Noel Ilagen

Please pray for
SAO Cambodia and
our partners in ICC
(SIL, World Concern,
Danmission and Interact)
as we hold discussions
with two more
Scandinavian Lutheran
Missions who have
expressed interest in
joining the partnership.

Can you raise some funds?

Ever thought of sponsored
aerobatics? No? Well Jackie
Tribe from Ipswich did. She
spoke to Nigel Willson, also a
member of the same fellowship
in Ipswich, who is an experienced

The YAK 52 aerobatic plane

Jackie is strapped in and ready for take off

two seat aircraft which first flew
in 1976 as a trainer. The 360hp
radial engine drives a two bladed,
variable pitch propeller. Its capable
of sustaining 7g turns and can fly
inverted for two minutes. All of
which make it ideal for aerobatics.
So Nigel exploited its abilities
to the full with a twenty minute
display in which they looped
the loop, flew upside down and
climbed to a great height before
cutting the engine and plunging
back towards the earth. Jackie
survived all this without any
nausea! The event raised over
£300! You can find more out about
Nigel and his hobby at
http://yakdisplay.com/

pilot and has been doing advanced
aerobatics for displays since
2001. Nigel is also interested
in supporting charities, having
once taken 47 teddy bears for a
flight, whose young owners had
all raised sponsor money for the
event in aid of a local children’s
home.
For the enthusiasts amongst you
Nigel owns a Yak 52 which is a

Nigel shows Jackie the ropes
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A Bunong village in Mondulkiri

Many ways to serve
Ever wondered if there was a way in
which you could serve God overseas?
The ways are many and varied, from
full time, through to short term work
filling gaps when they appear. Murray
Greer shares his university vacation
experience, the Higgins recount their
recent adventures and Kelly Smith talks
about her three week visit in November.
Now with my life back into its usual
normality I can sit and reflect on the
brilliant summer I have just had.

but also how he could affect and
progress me.

Arrival in the capital, Phnom
Penh, brought back a wonderful
array of smells, sights, sounds and
tastes that knocked my senses as
they struggled to place where they
had been encountered before. They
lead me on trail of recognition
through the beautifully chaotic
and rapidly developing city, as I
travelled between and through the melee of
bikes, motos and other assorted means of
transport.

which generally showe
playing sport as a mean

On the site of the Phno
are two main buildings
CC standing for correc
houses adult males, ov
CC2 houses males und
age of 18 and the wom
All of my work was
within the grounds and
buildings of CC2.

My time with PFC
was primarily to
help a pastor who
It was soon onto work and the early
volunteers for them to
After two years of the university lifestyle
mornings and heat lead me to appreciate the undertake some sports
and coming up to two years since my first
typical student lifestyle I had just left back
ministry within the pris
journey to Cambodia, I decided it was time in Britain. I spent a month of my summer
and on the first Monda
to go back and experience its pleasures and vacation working with Prison Fellowship
morning I was thrown
beauties once again. With a three month
Cambodia. On my first day there I was able the deep end, Khmer s
summer vacation coming up in 2005, I
to see round their new hostel for released
Saroeun. So, with a ba
decided that I should embark on a project
prisoners and also where their counsellors
having been built in th
which could enable personal growth and
work and run classes for the prisoners. I
prison, we got started w
development, coupled with an altruistic
was first taken out to the prison, coaching for a group o
component in the mission
which is situated about
for one hour, then a ne
fields of Cambodia.
an hour ride away
for the second hour. T
from Phnom
and not very organised
Soon opportunities
Penh on the
mornings, but as my ti
started to present
back of a
progressed I became m
themselves to
moto (which pastor just watched fro
me and in no
means not
the lads became more w
time Prison
that far in
grasp the ideas I was tr
Fellowship
miles!!!) by
Cambodia (PFC)
the Khmer
One of the major probl
had made contact
counsellors
overcome with the bas
with me about
who were
that each individual wa
how they could use
running a class
point themselves and r
me as a volunteer.
for the young male quite grasped the idea
m
prisoners
on anger (or
bounce and dribble the
a
T h e P ri s o
e
t
l
l
n e rs b a s k e t b a
Following a busy end of year
so I gathered, as it was all
the whole of the oppos
study time and a hectic few months of
done in Khmer), although I did get to hear it few passing and teamw
organising, I suddenly found myself in the
twice for the two different groups.
belts, they started to re
calm of an aeroplane taking me to dusty,
and coaching and on th
green, hot and rainy continent of Asia. The I was feeling a little nervous as I travelled to trial and error that wor
whole journey was a haze of anticipation
the prison as I was unsure of what to expect. playing and passing tog
and excitement, as I wondered not only
My only knowledge of prisons came from
greater rewards. In the
how God could use me in this environment
the not too reliable source of the movies,
get to talk and rest with
No.
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Spring
2005
66
Autumn
2005
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ed either digging or
ns of escape.

om Penh prison there
s, CC1 and CC2, (the
ctional centre). CC1
ver 18, while
der the
men.

we try to convey a moral and life message
that is able to be transferred into their day to
day prison life and hopefully kept for when
they are released. Within the prison there are
many boys together and they do not always
get along.

So for my month
working in the
prison I got to
d
spend time
and enjoy
sport with
6 groups of
12-15 young
lads. From
my first timid
steps into the
son,
intimidating
ay
surroundings of a
m
a
in at
developing
countries
M urray
e
t
e
en co urage s th
style, by Chan
correctional institute I grew
asket ball court just
and had the time and opportunities to build
he courtyard at the
bonds and an understanding and friendship
with some basketball with young Khmer men who were of a
of twelve young lads
similar age but in a very different life to me.
ew group of twelve
It was hard to overcome the language barrier
This was challenging
but through sport we shared a common aim
d for the first few
and they learnt how the use the facilities, of
ime within the prison
the basket ball court, put into the prison by
more confident as the
PFC, with more enjoyment and skill.
om the sidelines and
willing and able to
It is an ongoing project of PFC and so
rying to convey.
worthwhile to see how a shared objective
as simple as sport can help in the difficult
lems I had to
circumstances. For me personally I found,
sketball training was
yet again, as I travelled to another far
anted to score every
away country, that although I went with the
run (they haven’t
preconception of helping, it was through
that they need to
God’s grace, that the country and the people
e ball yet) through
I met (expat and local) helped me.
sing team. So, with a
work drills under their So now as I sit back in university I look
ealise through talks
forward to the next time I can undertake
heir own part, through another adventure and see more of the
rking as a team and
World and of God’s amazing people.
gether can reap
e 10-15 minutes we
Murray Greer
h the boys at the end

Brenda and Terry write:
We first visited Cambodia with an SAO
Mission Awareness Team in 2002. The team
was led by John Heard and for twelve days
our feet hardly touched the ground. We
travelled many miles, saw many projects and
met many people. It was a wonderful time,
but, these trips should come with a warning
because every one of the six people in the
group have to continued to be involved with
Cambodia!
In the spring of 2003 Brenda felt led to
return to Cambodia and spent 5 weeks in
Phnom Penh. She was able to stay with
Susie and Hery Heryanto who Terry and
Brenda had met on the Mission Awareness
trip. Although she was pretty sure the Lord
wanted her to go out, she wasn’t too sure
what she would be doing.
Susie had prepared some work among
the children in her Bible Clubs. Brenda
enjoyed immensely teaching English to those
children.
Someone else heard there was a teacher
in town, and within a little while she was
teaching a day and a half each week at
Hope School. This school had just been
established and was very much in its pioneer
days.
During this time Brenda continued to be
introduced to different groups. Taking
small group Bible studies is something she
really enjoys so it was good to do them with
the Khmer Staff of the Child Evangelism
Fellowship team. She was also asked to be
the speaker at a Sunday School Seminar and
so the 5 weeks passed very quickly.
Brenda hadn’t been home long when an
e-mail arrived. ‘Please pray for a teacher
for Hope School, desperate need’. Terry
said immediately, ‘Off you go, you know
the school.’ So within a few days Brenda
was back in Phnom Penh, in the lovely new
property the school (continued on page8)
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(continued from page 7) had
moved into. For four weeks she
taught a combined 4th, 5th, 6th
year class - quite a long way to go
for a months supply work!
Then, in June this year, we
received another e-mail, asking for
help. This time we both spent nine
weeks deputising for a full-time
missionary who was in need of a
much needed rest whilst she went
on vacation.
Brenda helped to run The Jars of
Clay, a Christian coffee shop, and
Terry looked after Potter’s Place,
a retreat and prayer centre. As
well as the day to day business of
the Jars of Clay, Brenda also had
prayer times and Bible studies with
the girls who work in the shop.
This was something she wouldn’t
have been able to do if we hadn’t
been on the mission awareness trip
or had the experience on her other
two trips in 2003. It was also an
ideal opportunity to meet many of
the Christians who are working in
the country.
The biggest task she undertook
was to have the whole coffee shop
redecorated with the help of Pola
Chinn and his team. The whole job
was completed with the place only
having to be closed for one day.
Potter’s Place offers a quiet,
secluded situation for missionaries
or local church members, to have
personal or group times with God.
It is set in beautiful gardens and
has a chapel, prayer ‘caves’, a
Revelation Room, lounge, dining
room and two day rooms. It was

good for Terry to be there to
welcome guests, show new people
around, and have a listening
ear when necessary. Again, it
provided the chance to meet many
people from several missions.
Terry also took the opportunity to
teach the guard/gardener, English.
He proved to be a very quick and
able student.

Brenda with missionaries,
Linda Chisholm (left ) and Marie Ens (right)

Finally Kelly Smith writes: I’m
from Canberra, in Australia, and
have been taking a gap year before
University. I had bought a round
the world ticket, and was heading
home from travels in Europe. I
had read a book about the Khmer
Rouge and it sparked an interest in
the country of Cambodia which I
thought I might like to visit on the
way back.
A friend had been on a youth team
trip with SAO Cambodia and she
was really excited about it. I
worked for four months in Blair
Atholl, Scotland, and from there
I contacted Geoff. I told him I
would like to go to Cambodia but
couldn’t come on the next Youth
Team trip, so were there any other
opportunities? The answer was
that I could come on the ICC
team’s retreat and help with the

children’s programme which was
going to be run by Ivor Greer
and his wife Carol. The retreat
would be on the coast in a place
called Sihanoukville, So I soon
found myself in Phnom Penh
from where I began my time in
Cambodia.
I enjoyed the retreat, leading the
games and having great fun with
some really wonderful children.
I also visited the Cambodian
Christian Arts Ministry and
Farmer Livelihood Development
and went out to one of the villages
they work in. It was good to join
in with the WEC missionaries
on a couple of evenings as they
prayed for their street children’s
ministry. I also visited orphanages,
delivering water filters and doing
other children’s work as well as
travelling to Siem Reap to see the
famous temples.
Several things have made a lasting
impression on me. Firstly, I
couldn’t believe that they have
dirt roads in the Capital city even
though Geoff said that it was
much better now than before! But
more importantly, I have seen
many different types of missionary
work and been part of their lives.
I have been impressed by the
amount of faith, commitment and
effort that they need to do their
job. I was expecting to be able
to do more things for God but
found it was more of a learning
experience. I have now learnt
things that will be of use for my
future. I feel that God has used
this trip to lay the foundations for
my future.

Cambodia Youth Team July-Aug 2006
Do you know anyone aged 18-25years old, keen to serve God overseas for a month,
experiencing Cambodia, helping it’s people, growing spiritually and sharing the love of
God? If you do, please cut along the dotted
line on the next page, fold it and give them the
leaflet then encourage them to step out for God.
2005
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to
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learn about Mission work
ﬁnd out about Cambodia
grow spiritually, both in ourselves and those we meet
help meet needs however we can

Founded by Major Taing Chhirc,
martyred for Christ and the
Cambodian Church

Bawtry Hall, Bawtry
Doncaster DN10 6JH, UK
Tel: 01302 714004
Fax: 01302 710027
Member of Global
Connections and BOND
Registered as a charity under
Southeast Asian Outreach
No. 293382

SAO Cambodia,

Words cannot describe this trip, the only way is to experience it
yourself!‛

Thanks to this trip I have realised that a dollar a day can really
make a difference to a child‛s life.‛

‘Mission became real for me when I was on the pavement in Phnom
Penh praying the sinner‛s prayer with two street kids, through a
translator.‛

What other people said...

If you think God is challenging you
to get involved, you need to contact
us at : admin@saocambodia.org or
use the phone number below.

Some students lengthen their stay by working directly with one
of the Mission‛s projects or with our partners‛. In recent years
this has involved working with young prisoners, teaching English in
schools, teaching music in an arts centre, working with a community
development project and helping with a youth outreach programme.

GAP Students

Our teams raise their own ﬁnance from personal supporters and go
through an orientation programme before we depart.

We expect to have a good time meeting lots of interesting people
and as we learn about the country and its problems, to be
challenged by God about what we should do to help people and bring
them closer to Him.

•
•
•
•

Every year we take a youth team to Cambodia, for a month in July
to August. Age range is from 18 to 25 yrs. We work on some of
the activities shown inside this leaﬂet, our objectives are:

The church, after years of repression, is
experiencing rapid grow. Mature leadership
is desperately needed for the young churches.

90% of people are Buddhist with an animistic
belief in spirits.

Religion

In 1991, in their most expensive operation,
the UN oversaw the ﬁrst elections. Since
then Cambodia has developed rapidly as the
country has received much foreign aid and
with the cessation of the civil war with the
Khmer Rouge in 1997. Some afﬂuence has
come to sections of Phnom Penh society but
rural Cambodia is being left behind.

In the years under Vietnamese rule that
followed, Cambodia continued to struggle
with civil war, lawlessness and political
unrest, where landmine injuries, the
stripping of natural resources, poverty and
famine were commonplace.

The people and culture still bear the scars
from this period, which must rank amongst the
worst human tragedies of the 20th Century.

The country experienced genocide and
the infrastructure was destroyed when a
quarter of the 8 million population died in
the Khmer Rouge “Killing Fields” of 1975-79.

Cambodia

Visit www.saocambodia.org

Youth Team

for more information

Working in partnership with other Missions and
through International Cooperation Cambodia

... sowing the seeds of
a new tomorrow

to tackle the Youth Team challenge?

Have You Got What it Takes...

Raising the funds for the trip
can seem a big hurdle, but its
a chance to learn how God can
provide. Of course you can
always do some last minute
fundraising! We also give all our
team members some orientation
before they go to make sure you
don‛t put your foot in it!

We usually leave the following up of
the mission to national christians we
leave behind, but it‛s always great
to hear of changed lives and people
making a commitment to Christ.

... to be a clown for God?

Are you prepared to
leave your dignity
behind as we use every
method we can to
convey God‛s message?

... to trust God for your ﬁnances?

Have you got what it takes...

... to share God‛s love?
The majority of Cambodia‛s
population are children, many
living in difﬁcult circumstances.
We try to give some of the
children we meetsome hours
of fun to remember.

... to make a child‛s day?

Our teams work with Cambodian Christians bringing God‛s
message of hope to the people of Cambodia. We work in
villages, orphanages, hospitals and churches. You will be
expected to share something of your faith, to act, sing, play,
dance or use whatever talent you have as we share God‛s love.

Often we have to get off the
beaten track and life is not
so comfortable, a bit like the
back of this elephant!

... to leave your comfort behind

... to learn new skills?

We also plan to learn about development
projects that are being carried out by
the mission workers. Here the team
are helping sex ﬁsh at a ﬁsh hatchery
set up by SAO Cambodia.

... to change lives?

The team are working
up a sweat clearing a
drainage ditch by the
side of the Missionary
plane‛s dirt runway in a
remote jungle province.
Other projects have included renovating school buildings
and designing and building
children‛s playgrounds.

... to get your hands dirty?

Sokhon’s Story

Part 4: Resting

Sokhon’s family take a break on the march out of
Phnom Penh to enjoy a dip in the river, risking all for
the chance to cool down. We continue the true story
of a family’s life as the Khmer Rouge take control.
It was almost past mid-day and we stop for a rest or lunch. At the
same time we find a spot where
had only gone a few blocks away
my sister pulls off the road and
from where we had started that
parks our jeep under the tree and
morning. We feel so privileged
we all have a quick lunch. We
to have the luxury of the jeep so
stop just in front of a small, empty
some of us can ride, even though
house where perhaps there will be
with the mass of people we only
water to cool ourselves. But no,
crawl along slowly. The heat
nothing is inside. However,
from the tarmac road
behind the house is the
and from the sun on
just forget Mekong river, we just forget
top is like walking in a
everything everything as we rest on the
giant oven. As the heat
bank, not caring if Samack
rises, the noise from the
Mitt (a euphemism for the
people drops almost to
Khmer Rouge soldier which means
silence. I can only hear the sound
‘equal friend’ or ‘comrade’), come
of squeaking trolley wheels, or
to move us on.
the sound of weary footsteps and
heavy, tired sighs. By now we are
hoping that we might be allowed to Here we are, even though we know
that Samack Mitt might kill us if
stop and get food for the children
they catch us not moving. But
and the elderly to eat; but no, we
some how the priority seems to
must walk on. From time to time
be wash ourselves first, and then
we take a risk and have a quick
break at a spot that will not attract to eat. Everyone seems to be
enjoying themselves for a while
attention and then move on again.
relaxing, and for brief moment we
After a couple of hours, more and
lose ourselves in the pleasure. As
more people get off the road to

New Faces

Mark and Jane Prothero will be
going to Hope International School
to teach maths and science for two
years. They will be accompanied
by their two children Eden (7) and
Alfie (5).

we change out of our day clothes
it is like all the trouble falls to the
ground with our dirty clothes. We
jump into the river and feel the
coolness soothe our aches and
pains. My fiancé Lay sees the
opportunity and swims towards
me and has a quick talk to see
how I am. He says, ‘Try not to be
afraid, because it is not only us but
other people in the whole country
who are in the same situation
too. We just have to watch what
is happening around us then we
will be OK’. He also tells me that
the men in our families will try
their best to find food to support
us all; he will not let us starve.
Sounds encouraging, but I am not
so sure. But my heart is light at
the moment, the water is so nice
and cool and we do not want to get
out. We get buckets of water for my
mother. I’m not sure if my elder
sister Var has a chance to cool
down or not, because she and the
nanny, Heng, are trying to prepare
lunch for us all. I dress my young
nieces and we have our meal.
Afterwards we really do not want
to go on. But the choice is not
ours to make; we no longer have
that freedom. We must get ready
for whenever we get pushed on.
Sokhon Hong

You can find out more about Hope

The family is from Leeds where
Mark is a secondary school deputy
headmaster and Jane teaches
in primary school. They have
worshiped at Chapel Allerton
Baptist Church, where Mark has
been part of the leadership team.
Katherine Hodson, from
Dereham, is going to the Dental
Faculty in Phnom Penh to teach
English. She will also assess
students in Ratanakiri.

Mark has spent some time in
Malawi teaching and also in South
Africa helping in administration
for a church.

International school by visiting
http://www.hopeschool-cambodia.org/
Please pray for all these folk.
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Cambodia News

Compiled by John Heard from various reports

Photo K. Smith

Anti Terrorism
Cambodia hopes soon to have
counter terrorism laws in place.
Heraldo Munoz, who heads a UN
committee on the al-Qaida terrorist
network, had warned that Cambodia
could be a target for Southeast
Asia’s Jemaah Islamiyah terror
group because of lack of laws.
Economy
Hun Sen said it was questionable
whether the government would
achieve its goal of 6.3 percent
economic growth this year because
of high oil prices. However the
World Bank boosted its projection
to 6.1 percent from 2.6 percent,
following a better outlook for
the garment industry. Recent
restrictions on Chinese garment
imports into the US and Europe
have shifted orders to Cambodia.
Cambodia’s robust economic
performance in 2004 was driven
by strong growth in tourism,
construction, and garments,
according to the World Bank. But
the relatively narrow base makes
Cambodia’s economy vulnerable to
adverse external factors. Cambodia
is one of Asia’s poorest countries
with 40 percent of the 14 million
people living on less than $1
per day, and the country heavily
dependent on foreign aid.

Land Prices
With Cambodia in a period of
relative stability after years of
civil war, land prices have soared,
particularly in Phnom Penh, the
capital, and in Siem Reap, the
gateway town to Angkor Wat.
Phnom Penh is planning to enlarge
its boundaries to cope with the
fast-growing population, the
city’s mayor said. The plan, yet
to be approved, would expand
Phnom Penh by 30 kilometres in
all directions from Wat Phnom, a
central landmark. Costs could run
into billions of dollars. About 1.5
million people live in the capital
and this could double by 2020.
Human Rights
Many of Cambodia’s leading
human rights advocates and
trade union activists as well as
opposition party members have
fled the country or gone into
hiding. Other Government critics
and press representatives, have
been arrested and charges have
been brought against members
of the Cambodia Watchdog
Council. Brad Adams Asia
director of Human Rights Watch
said “Legal action should not be
used as a tool of repression to
silence the political opposition and
government critics in Cambodia”.

Drugs
Drug use among youths living
or working on Phnom Penh’s
streets continued to increase this
year, a survey revealed. Graham
Shaw, technical officer in HIV and
drug abuse at the World Health
Organisation said “One of the
alarming things for me was the
intravenous drug use on the streets,
because this has the highest rate
of transmission of HIV and bloodborne disease,” Meanwhile China
has donated six naval patrol boats
to help combat drugs and human
trafficking.
Tourism
20,000 Cambodians travelled abroad
during the first nine months of
this year, mostly to Thailand and
Vietnam seeking medical treatment,
whilst others visited family in the
US and Europe. Tourists into the
country reached 912,000 for the
first eight months. Cambodia’s
Angkor Wat temples took second
place among the seven most popular
wonders of the world, according to
Wanderlust magazine, with the Inca
Trail of Peru the most popular.
Political Boycott
The main opposition party in
Cambodia, led by Sam Rainsy, has
ended a ten month parliamentary
boycott of the National Assembly.

SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall, Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH • Tel: 01302-714004
Email: admin@saocambodia.org • Web site: www.saocambodia.org

