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Editorial - Winning the Gold

Dear Friends,

Sitting at home watching the Olympics 
on a forced break from our usual visit 
to the ski slopes due to injury, I have been impressed by the 
dedication of the athletes to their sport.  Four years of self 
denial, relentless training and hard work, sacrificing careers 
and often relationships in their pursuit of medals.  

For many of the athletes it all comes down to a minute or so 
of activity where one slight error, a gust of wind, a bump on 
the ice, can mean they come away with nothing for all their 
years of effort and they must return home empty-handed.

As Christians, our own race lasts a life time and may involve 
hardship and personnel cost.  But, unlike the Olympics, we 
can fall, miss a few targets and be slower than the rest.  As 
long as we cross the line in good order, we will all win gold! 

Geoff Collett
Executive Director

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Nigel Goddard

Visiting Orthodontist Team
On Saturday 14th January 2006 the team of specialist 
orthodontic tutors who have been travelling to Cambodia 
over the last two years were all able to meet together in 
Edinburgh for the first time.  Led and co-ordinated by Dr Jon 
Hammond it was a great joy to hear how their various gifts 
had fitted the need at each stage of the programme. 

The team is 
made up of 
(from left) Jon 
Hammond, 
Richard 
Piley, Trevor 
Hodge, Shirley 
Scola and 
Gavin Caves. 
Three are 
practitioners 
in Scotland 
while Trevor 
is a consultant 
in Leeds and Shirley and her husband are completing a two 
year assignment in Fiji. Please continue to pray for this 
strategic partnership with the Dental Faculty in Phnom Penh.
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Our Cambodian flag was flying 
above the church on Nov 9th but 
at Peafield church we held the 
Flag Day event on a different 
day because we worship in a 
school hall.  So our theme was 
a Cambodian market.  The older 
children organised the event with 
stalls, complete with a restaurant 
called ‘The Crouching Tiger’ (no 
shoes allowed)!  They served 
Khmer food eaten with chopsticks.

Our guest speaker for the day,  
Mary Barnett, talked about her life 
in Cambodia, this touched many 
hearts, among us and our friends 
from St Edmund’s who joined us.  
The children dressed in Cambodian 
clothes and greeted guests with 

Cambodian greetings.  
Among the stalls were 
cakes, a barter stall 

(which the children loved), cards 
from Rajana and a ‘guess the 
dolls name’.  English money was 
exchanged for Riels for use in the 
restaurant where 
we were served by 
girls in Cambodian 
dress.   Music played 
in the background 
and a large cake was 
made, topped with 
the Cambodian flag  
(50p a slice).  Mary 
and Peter Barnett and 
their children advised 
with the chopsticks!!  
We raised £337 
and we had a great 
day learning about 

Cambodia and the great things 
God is doing in that country.  The 
chopsticks have been washed and 
put away.  We went home tired but 
with a warm glow in our hearts 
given to us by the Holy Spirit.
                     Kathryn Swales

Last November I returned to 
Cambodia having visited earlier 
on the mission awareness visit  in 
February.  
 
The HOSEA team had suggested 
that I make various visits to health 
centres, orphanages and street 
children projects, teaching and 
supporting as led by their needs.  
This was to be followed by one 
main full day workshop after the 
water festival finished.  It seemed 
that most of the staff in 
the orphanages wanted 
me to cover topics such 
as sex & relationship 
education, health 
issues, communication skills and 
emotional well-being.  The more 
I learned about the need, the more 

I felt that the task was 
enormous.  Without 
God’s help it would 
have been impossible to 
make any difference.  

I had taken various 
donated resources and 
visual aids, however 
cultural differences 
made the resources 
difficult to use as they 
were. In a future visit 
it will be necessary to make 
the educational resources more 
appropriate.  Luckily I like 
flexible, spontaneous facilitation, 
so was able to adapt things with 
the help of my good friend and 
invaluable interpreter, Phearith. 

During the workshop we 
did various activities and 
exercises that could be 
transferred into sessions 
with children.  We had fun 

learning together and explored 
issues such as trust, non-verbal 
communication, relationships and 

Lynne Barnett, a health 
trainer from Yorkshire, 
first went to Cambodia on 
an Awareness visit.  She 
returned to run a  workshop 
for our HOSEA project.

The task 
was 

enormous

Together we can! 

Mary Barnett (back right)  with the children

 Lynne and the workshop participants Lynne and the workshop participants

sexual health.  Everyone took part 
in all activities and appeared to 
enjoy the day.  

After this visit to Cambodia, I 
again feel that I have received far 
more than I was able to offer.  I 
learned a valuable lesson.  Alone 
we can not make a difference, but 
‘together we can’.  Language, 
culture, age, life experiences and 
race were not a barrier, but instead 
were tools for enrichment.  We 
are people united by Hope and 
ultimately by our God.

Mary Barnett (back right)  with the children

Flying the Flag - report
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We can make your 
giving more effective 
if you are a tax payer 
by recovering the tax 
you have paid from the 
Inland Revenue.  Gift Aid 
forms are available from 
the office or by download 
from the giving section 
of www.saocambodia.org

We would like you to see how the 
funds that God places in our hands 
come from and are used.  Most of 
this funding comes through the 
generosity of our private supporters 
and supporting churchs.  We also 
receive grants from trusts and 
legacies from wills.

Where do we spend the money?

Legacies

Giving without 
tax recovery

Reclaimed tax

Tax Effecient 
giving

Donations

Investment interest

Income

We can make your 
giving more effective 
if you are a tax payer 

Something to sell or a house to clear?
WALLINGTON MISSIONARY MART AND AUCTIONS
can sell this for you and donate the money to SAO 
Cambodia.  Follow the link to their site from the Links 
section on our web site www.saocambodia.org  Do you 
know the saying One mans junk is another man’s treasure!

LEGACIES
In 2004 we were blessed 
by the provision of 
£126,000 in legacies, In 
2005 this was £10,000 
and so far in 2006 we 
are anticipating £70,000
Have you considered 
making a legacy to SAO 
Cambodia in your will?



VISION For Cambodia | 5

Giving without 
tax recovery

Reclaimed tax

Tax Effecient 
giving

Management & 
Administration Direct 

Charitable 
expenditure

£

£

£

£

£

£

Fund raising & 
Publicity

Cambodia Field 
Team costs

Cambodia 
Charitable 
activities

UK Charitable 
activities

SAO Conferences, 
providing Cambodia 
expertise to other 
agencies, finding, 
interviewing and 
orientation of new team 
members, setting up 
short term teams, liaison 
with supporters, all UK 
staff costs associated 
with these activities.

Grants to Khun Han 
Church in Thailand, 
Prison Fellowship 
Cambodia, Evangelical, 
Fellowship of Cambodia,
Farmer Livelihood 
Development project, 
short term team 
activities and support of 
ICC projects.

The cost of keeping our  
team members working 
on the projects.  This 
funding is vital, most 
donor agencies will 
not pay for expatriate 
staff members, without 
whom there would be no 
technical input and no 
Christian witness. 

The cost of our 
Bawtry Hall office 
facilities, providing 
adminstrative support 
to team members, 
complying with charities 
requirements, financial 
management and all the 
staff costs associated 
with these activities.

Expenditure
Half a million pounds
In the past we handled all the funding from donor agencies 
that went to support our development projects in Cambodia.  
Since we joined ICC this has been handled largely by the ICC 
Phnom Penh office.  Together with our other partners, in 2004 
we shared responsibility for administering £500,000 worth of 
funding from a number of donor agencies.  This money has 
enabled ICC to run the many high quality development proects 
that you read about in this magazine bringing physical and 
spiritual healing to the people of Cambodia.

We have tried to present these figures to you in a way that is 
informative and help you to understand how we are seeking to 
fulfill our God given mission to the people of Cambodia.  If you 
want to see formal accounts from SAO Cambodia or ICC, then 
these are available on application to our office at Bawtry Hall.
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I am very grateful for the opportunity to implement 
the ACTS project in Cambodia for over three years.  
Thanks to all the British friends and children who 
have contributed for the goodness of Khmer kids 
here in Cambodia. I will still continue to serve the 
Khmer children through my role as an Adviser for 
the ACTS project under ICC. 

We need to pray that ICC will be wise in using the 
funds from donors.  There are so many examples 
where projects grow and resources are absorbed 
by overheads so that the target groups in the 
community receive less benefit.  I pray that ACTS 
under ICC will become a real blessing for the Khmer 
kids in Cambodia. 
      Susie Heryanto

CAMBODIAN SCHOOL
• School day is 4 hours long from 7-11 a.m. or from 1-5 p.m (two                      
 shifts). 
• School classes are crowded, with 40 to 50 children in a class.
• Teachers are underpaid and quality of the teaching is often   
 inadequate.
• In Phnom Penh, teachers take extra payments (500 Riel per day or  
 per subject) from every pupil. Children need to have school  
 uniforms and they  need to buy study materials 
• A characteristic of school enrolment in Cambodia is that it   
       happens late: 90 % of the children aged 12-14 and 54% of  
 the children aged 15-17 currently enrolled in school are   
   actually attending primary school.
• In primary school, the dropout rate is 10% rising to over 20% in  
 secondary school. secondary school. secondary school.

Some facts

Phnom Penh has a population of 
about 1.2 million people of which 
33% are under 14 years old. 50% 
of the population has completed 
primary education and 40% 
secondary education.

Kompong Speu has a population of 
about 600,000 people, of which 46% 
are under 14 years old.  About 78% 
of the population has completed 
primary education and only 13% 
secondary education.

Takeo Province has a population 
of around 800,000, of which 44% 
are under 14 years old.  About 64% 
of the population has completed 
primary education and 23% 
secondary education.

Most of the families in the rural 
villages are very poor, about 35% 
of the population live under the 
poverty line which is about $2.25 

per day for a family of five. 

In 2001, there were about 1,200 
street children in Phnom Penh who 
had completely cut ties with their 
families.  Between 10,000 and 20,000 
children spend most of their time on 
the streets working but are still in 
contact with their families. 

Core reasons for children not to 
attend school is poverty:

• Children have to work to 
earn part of the family income (street 
retail trade and garbage collecting in 
Phnom Penh, subsistence agriculture 
in provinces)
• Families can’t afford to 
buy school uniforms, books, pay 
unofficial fees for teachers etc.
• Children have to get involved 
in the domestic work already from the 
age of six – this impacts negatively, 
especially on the girls’ schooling from 
the age of 12. 
•         Children have difficulties 

in school 
– they are 
tired because 
of their 
workload  
and they 
suffer from 
malnutrition. 
Drop-out and 
repetition 
rates are 
high. 
• Parents 
do not see 
education as 
important 
and don’t 

A Bunong village in Mondulkiri

During the past three years, 
Susie has been working with 
unschooled children in Phnom 
Penh and in Kompong Speu and 
Takeo Provinces under ACTS 
(Assisting Children To School) a 
mini project supported by friends 
in SAO Cambodia.  Activities have 
included supporting poor children 
by providing them breakfast and 
school uniforms, transportation to 
school and extra schooling as well 
as registering a few children into 
schools. This small scale work 
has been done in partnership with 
local churches which has enabled 
SAO to gain knowledge about the 
current situation among children not 
attending school as well as to create 
contacts with different stakeholders.  
Through this work, Susie has been 
able to share the love of Jesus with 

the many families that she meets.

This work is now being developed 
into a full scale project for ICC and 
funding has been given to conduct 
a baseline survey in 
preparation.  Susie will act 
as an advisor to the project 
which will be staffed 
mainly by Cambodians.  
Please pray that the 
baseline survey will be 
conducted well and that 
funding applications for 
the main project will be 
successful.

The initial plan is to 
implement the project 
in Phnom Penh and 
neighbouring Kompong 
Speu and Takeo Provinces. 

A C T S  ( A s s i s t i n g  C h i l d r e n  t o  S c h o o l )  
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School day is 4 hours long from 7-11 a.m. or from 1-5 p.m (two                      

• School classes are crowded, with 40 to 50 children in a class.
• Teachers are underpaid and quality of the teaching is often   

• In Phnom Penh, teachers take extra payments (500 Riel per day or  
 per subject) from every pupil. Children need to have school  
 uniforms and they  need to buy study materials 
• A characteristic of school enrolment in Cambodia is that it   
       happens late: 90 % of the children aged 12-14 and 54% of  
 the children aged 15-17 currently enrolled in school are   

• In primary school, the dropout rate is 10% rising to over 20% in  

The story of Paen Kunthy :

Kunthy is a 15 year old girl, living in Phnom Penh.  Two of her 
four brothers live with her and their mum. Kunthy’s father left 
the family and married another woman and he has had five more 
children.   Saron, Kunthy’s mum, is an alcoholic.  She and the 
children have lived on the street for more than 5 years now.  In 
October 2005, the policemen chased them away from the street 
where they had been living. They now stay in a room only six 
square metres for all four of them. Everyday Saron, Kunthy 
(15) and Sophiep (10) go to the street to collect rubbish and earn 
around USD 2 per day, enough for their daily meals only.  

At first, Kunthy, Sophiep and Sophaay (8) didn’t go to school 
because they had to help their mum by working to buy food.  
They just didn’t have the money to be able to go to school.  But 
in October 2005 (new primary Cambodia school year), Kunthy 
and Sophiep joined the state school.  ACTS encouraged and 
helped them to start studying in grade one in primary school. 
It is late, but this is better than never. Now they are growing in 
self confidence and self esteem.  With ACTS help, Sophaay (the 
youngest brother aged 8) joined a private pre-school.

Some facts

Phnom Penh has a population of 
about 1.2 million people of which 
33% are under 14 years old. 50% 
of the population has completed 
primary education and 40% 
secondary education.

Kompong Speu has a population of 
about 600,000 people, of which 46% 
are under 14 years old.  About 78% 
of the population has completed 
primary education and only 13% 
secondary education.

Takeo Province has a population 
of around 800,000, of which 44% 
are under 14 years old.  About 64% 
of the population has completed 
primary education and 23% 
secondary education.

Most of the families in the rural 
villages are very poor, about 35% 
of the population live under the 
poverty line which is about $2.25 

per day for a family of five. 

In 2001, there were about 1,200 
street children in Phnom Penh who 
had completely cut ties with their 
families.  Between 10,000 and 20,000 
children spend most of their time on 
the streets working but are still in 
contact with their families. 

Core reasons for children not to 
attend school is poverty:

• Children have to work to 
earn part of the family income (street 
retail trade and garbage collecting in 
Phnom Penh, subsistence agriculture 
in provinces)
• Families can’t afford to 
buy school uniforms, books, pay 
unofficial fees for teachers etc.
• Children have to get involved 
in the domestic work already from the 
age of six – this impacts negatively, 
especially on the girls’ schooling from 
the age of 12. 
•         Children have difficulties 

in school 
– they are 
tired because 
of their 
workload  
and they 
suffer from 
malnutrition. 
Drop-out and 
repetition 
rates are 
high. 
• Parents 
do not see 
education as 
important 
and don’t 

Susie with some children she has placed in school

A C T S  ( A s s i s t i n g  C h i l d r e n  t o  S c h o o l )  

want to send 
their children 
to school.
• Quality 
of the teaching 
is not adequate 
– teachers are 
underpaid 
and are not 
motivated. 
They 
often have 
their own 
businesses 
outside school, 
and sometimes 
don’t even 

show up in the 
class!
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Alfie says 

I am going to Hope school.  We luckily made some friends straight away.  
I love living in Cambodia because it is hot hot hot hot hot hot hot.  My mum 
is going to be my teacher.

Eden says 

I am having a fab time in Cambodia.  Our friends live next door to us.  We 
have a gate in between the two houses so our guard can take care of both 
houses and nobody will break in.  Our friends are called Jessie, Caleb, Peter, Lauren and Tessa and 
we play together every day.  My teacher is called Mr.  Tony and Mum and Dad are Mrs. Jane and 
Mr. Mark which is strange.  We are having a fab time since leaving England.  We can’t get through 
the number of things because it has been so exciting for us.  I am in a class with Peter (year2 and 
3) Alfie is in the next class Y1 and 2 with Mum.  Most of the friends we have made are in Alfie’s 
class.  It is very hot but it is the cool season!  We went swimming last week in an outside pool 
called the VIP club.  We will go there for swimming with school in the hot season, but people say it 
is too cold now!  It feels warm for us and it is 32 degrees most days.  We eat fruit for every meal 
and it is mango or pineapple or baby bananas or dragon fruit (from a cactus) or pomelo (a giant 
grapefruit) to choose from.  Dragon fruit is red and spiky on the outside and see through and spotty 
on the inside and I really like it.  We have a mango tree in our garden.  Most people sing and pray 
before they eat and I like that.  We travel on tuk tuks or motos.  Tuk tuks are carriages on the back 
of motorbikes, and motos are motorbikes.  I climb on the back with Mum or Dad and we have to hold 
on tight.  I have a small lizard called a gecko living in my bedroom and he eats the mosquitoes.  I 
have a great pink mosquito net on my bed and I really like my room. 

It’s now 6 weeks since we got 
to Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and 
it already feels like home. We are 
working at Hope International 
School, where the main aim is to 
provide a quality but affordable 
education for children whose 
parents are low paid missionary 
and development workers. We are 
reminded often how much our 
teaching is appreciated, as many 
families would choose to return 

home without 
the option that 

Hope offers.

God has 
really 

blessed our 
family since 
our arrival, 

and though 
we are told 

that the three 
month culture 

shock will come, and we 
will have bad Cambodia 
days, they haven’t come 
yet. We were burgled 
within twenty four hours 
of moving into our house, and 
every electrical item was taken, 
along with jewellery, a phone, and 
some other bits and pieces, but the 
children’s stuff was left intact, and 
God sent angels that afternoon in 

human form. The neighbourhood 
gathered with food, friendship 
and prayers, and the house feels 

very much like home. We are 
reminded that God promises his 
grace is suffi cient for us, and he 
has certainly given us grace to deal 
with a change in lifestyle.

Jane, Mark, Eden and Alfie, before they left the UK

Mark and Jane Prothero, with children 
Eden and Alfie, moved to Phnom Penh  
as SAO Cambodia team members 
seconded to Hope International 
School.  After a tough first few 
days the honeymoon period is now 
well under way, everyone is really 
loving life at the moment!  

The Protheros dip their toes



The Prothero Routine.

Up at 6.00.
Breakfast at 6.30
Off to school for 7.00  
Finish at 2.30, 
Kids are home by 2.45
A quick snack.
Play time.
Tea around 6.00
Kids to bed by 7.00 
Us to bed by 9.00 
So far no one is missing TV 
or car - watch this space!

The Prothero’s School.

A 1000 student mixed 
comprehensive this is not 
- and I am finding full time 
teaching much easier than 
being a Deputy head in the 
UK.  As the school is so small 
– 100 students aged from 
4 – 15 – everyone knows 
everyone else and this works 
amazingly well.  Behaviour 
management is minimal, and 
with Jane’s class increasing 
to 18 children and Mark’s 
averaging 5, the marking 
workload is not too bad.  
This means we can focus on 
teaching, a radical idea.  One 
area that does make planning 
more difficult is the number 
of students with English as an 
additional language.  Some 
students, mainly from Korean 
mission families, have next to 
no English on arrival.  Still, 
my Korean and Chinese are 
improving!
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The children have made some 
excellent friends and are enjoying 
the outdoor lifestyle, they have 
settled better than we could have 
imagined and love school. They 
are learning the Khmer language 
and are keen to speak to people in 
the street.  They enjoy travelling 
on motos and tuk tuks.  God 
has been faithful in answering 
our prayers for them as well as 
ourselves.

We too have some deepening 
relationships, and we are enjoying 
teaching.  There are not the 
stresses of teaching in the UK, but 

once the honeymoon period is over 
I am sure we will discover other 
stresses!  We believe God has 
called us to Cambodia and he has 
plans for us here, and it is great 
to be reminded of his love for us 
on a daily basis.  School starts 
with a prayer meeting each day, 
sometimes in Khmer, sometimes 
in English depending on who is 
leading.  This is a luxury, to have 
regular set aside time with God 
which can’t be interrupted by 
anything.

We have found a great church 
and Jane is already co leading a 
house group (as from Thursday). 
It is small and intimate at the 
moment, but we were reminded on 
Sunday not to despise small things, 
because God sees a much bigger 
picture. The church is growing, 
and has a mix of expats and a few 
Cambodian people. Worship is in 
two languages which helps us as 
our language skills are limited to 
giving directions and shopping.  
We are looking forward to the day 
when we can have a better level of 
conversation.  

There is a great book called “If 

you want to walk on water you 
have to get out of the boat”, 
we are just dipping our toes in 
the water at the minute, but the 
outlook is good

Cambodia News compiled by John Heard from various sources  
Bird Flu
Cambodia, a potential flashpoint 
for a feared human bird flu 
pandemic, will need 18 million 
dollars over the next 6 to 18 
months to boost defences, the 
UN said.  This will help improve 
surveillance of poultry and people, 
including support for mobile 
monitoring teams and pandemic 
preparedness.  The H5N1 strain is 
endemic in Cambodia and several 
other Asian countries, killing 
more than 70 people, including 4 
Cambodians, since late 2003.
Genocide Trial
The genocide trial of Pol Pot’s top 

surviving Khmer Rouge leaders 
should begin in earnest next 
year, according to the UN and 
the Government of Cambodia.  
However, not even a vague start 
date has been set for the long-
awaited tribunal, which has been 
dogged by years of tortuous 
negotiations.

The special joint UN-Cambodian 
tribunal, which has a three year 
budget of $56.3 million, still faces 
a funding shortfall of $9.6 million 
but both sides said they did not see 
the outstanding cash as a major 
problem.

Two top leaders are in jail - Ta 
Mok, the 78-year-old, one-legged 
military chief dubbed ‘The 
Butcher’ for his alleged role in 
mass killings, and Duch, the 59-
year-old who ran Phnom Penh’s 
Tuol Sleng interrogation centre 
who has now become a Christian.   
                                                   (News cont p11)

Visit www.saocambodia.org for 
regular Cambodia news updates.



10 | No. 133 Spring 2006

life is 
different

I’ve been in 
Ratanakiri 
now for nearly 
3 weeks and 
I’ve examined 
all but 5 of 
the national 
ICC staff who 
want to have 
their English 
tested.  I’m 
getting bored 

through hearing the American 
English listening part of the 
test.   Apart from that it’s been 
interesting and so many of them 
really want to learn that I almost 
feel bad that I’m only here to 
test  and not to teach them! From 
speaking to the other expats it has 
become apparent how important it 
is for these people to learn English.  
Some of the work they are doing 
with tribal groups, particularly 
the bilingual literacy programme 
is quite cutting edge and any 
training that these staff might get 
to increase their effectiveness and 
understanding of their work is 
not likely to be in Khmer! Also 
represent minority issues to the 
international community at first 
hand it would be better for them 
to know English as that is often 
the language used for international 
meetings.  So as I can’t be here 
over this next year, I really hope 
and pray that another English 
teacher will be inspired to come 
and work here.

Life 
here is 
definitely 
different 

and I’m adjusting 
to it bit by bit.  

I’m glad I’ve got a 
fair amount of free 
time at the moment 

so that I’m not too 
overwhelmed.  Cold 

showers are fine in 
Phnom Penh where it’s so 

hot the water is luke warm 
but here in Ratanakiri in the 
cool season a hot shower 
would be really appreciated 
at times, particularly now 
when there’s quite a cool 
wind in comparison to when I 
first arrived.  Getting used to 
having maids around the house 
is another thing.  A lot of expats 
have local help as the houses get 
so dusty they need cleaning every 
day.  Eating is not so simple as 
just going to the supermarket, 
and also it’s providing people 
with a steady income that they 
might not otherwise 
have.  However when 
I’m lying reading on 
the hammock and 
‘Om’(which means 
older woman so is 
what the older cleaner 
is called) is cleaning 
the floor underneath 
me, my Western 
sensibilities feel a bit 
uncomfortable! Another 
thing is seeing dogs 
running around like 
half-starved scavengers. 
Animals are not pets 
here, that would be too 
expensive, they tend to 
be kept as guard dogs 
and just fed with scraps 
of rice and so forth, 
not nice meat in tins 
especially created for 
animals as we take for 

granted in the West.  Its odd seeing 
women in pyjamas walking to the 
market too! Not all women wear 
them, but a lot do.  The roads are 
an educational experience also.  I 
went out to visit one village last 
Thursday evening to see a library 
being opened. To get there we 
went along a road which was 
deeply rutted.  The rains during 
the monsoon period cause some 
of the roads to flood.  As they are 
purely dust, the rain water causes 

deep rivulets to open up 
in the road.  Each dry 
season is spent repairing 
these roads, but in some 
places it really is 4-
wheel drive heaven for 

the adventurous visitor, but must 
be hell for people having to travel 
on them on a regular basis!
I should say a little bit more about 
the literacy programme that ICC 
are implementing here. The tribal 
people – the Brao, the Kreung, 
the Tampuan and so forth – don’t 
have a written language, so when 
ICC suggested bringing literacy 

English in Ratanakiri

Katherine tries out a treadle waterpump

Katherine Hodson, from 
Dereham, is going to the Dental 
Faculty in Phnom Penh to 
teach English.  She has just 
returned from assessing 
students in Ratanakiri.   
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to these people, the Cambodian 
government agreed with this as 
long as ultimately they were taught 
Khmer.  So the Khmer script is 
used to create a written language 
for what have traditionally 
beenpurely oral languages.  As you 
might imagine, this is a fairly long 
process.  Then from the villages 
that ICC works with, teachers 
are chosen.  They must learn the 
written script and then teach it 
to the villagers (a process that is 
closely monitored) along with 
some basic numeracy too.  Then 
once the minorities are familiar 
with writing their own tongue  it is 
easier for them to learn Khmer. 
 
The library that was being opened 
in the Brao village I went to visit 
was a series of mostly Khmer 
books funded by ICC.  Of course 
it is no good teaching people 

to read if they have nothing to 
practice with.  It was great to see 
how enthusiastic the people were 
about this access to education, 
something that we take so much 
for granted! Having said that, I 
think the project has encountered 
problems in some villages, 
for example, with intermittent 
attendance at classes, and people 
choosing to watch trashy movies 
when the electricity is provided 
instead of going to class.

On Wednesday Gunilla, who 
works with the Community Health 
aspect of ICC, took me to a village 
in the district of Taveng in the 
northern part of the province.  We 
had an hour’s drive plus a boat 
ride down stream along the Se San 
River, and a walk of an hour to 
get to the village we were visiting.  
We were checking out the treadle 

pumps that ICC had helped 
construct, to make the acquisition 
of clean water an easier and safer 
process.  The landlord of the 
village informed us – he spoke in 
Tampuan, this was then translated 
into Khmer and finally into 
English for my benefit – that this 
had made his wife’s workload a 
lot lighter, and the people were 
getting less diarrhoea.  

Gunilla and I had brought our 
lunch with us and we ate this 
while trying to keep the chickens 
and pigs at bay! Don’t worry; I 
don’t think any of these chickens 
had bird flu! We also checked 
out the construction of a well 
in a village on the opposite side 
of the river and I dozed off on a 
hammock during a meeting about 
wells which I couldn’t understand, 
so it wasn’t rude of me!

Some suspect this is part of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen’s strategy to gain 
unchallenged power.  Nearly a dozen 
people have been charged with 
defamation in recent weeks.  

Ian Porter, the World Bank’s 
Director in Cambodia, said the arrest 
of human rights leaders “will send 
a worrying message to potential 
investors and development partners 
about Cambodia’s commitment 
to openness, transparency and 
sustainable development”. 

The US say the arrests call into 
question the Government’s 
commitment to human rights 
and democracy.  The American 
ambassador, Joseph Mussomeli 
said “Cambodia right now is at a 
crossroads, it must decide whether 
it’s going to be a real democracy 
or whether it’s going to move 
inexorably toward a one-party state”.

Hun Sen responded by suspending 
prosecutions, but appeared also to be 

Cambodia News
Trade and Economy
Cambodia expects its economy 
to have grown 6.7 % in 2005 as 
garment exports and tourism rose.  
Due to higher oil prices this was 
lower than the 7.7 percent reached in 
2004 when garments accounted for 
half of exports.  2005 figures should 
be better still. 

2006 Budget
A budget of 926 million US dollars 
for 2006 has been approved by the 
Cambodian National Assembly. 
This contrasts to the trillions in the 
US budget and the billions in the 
UK budget, for populations 20 and 
4 times as great respectively.  The 
Cambodian budget indicates that 
three quarters is tax revenue, the 
remainder grants and loans.

Human Rights
The Government is continuing to 
pressurise human rights activists.  

saying that the activists were not yet 
out of “trouble” and the courts could 
“promptly summon” them if they 
continue to behave “discordantly.” 

The Opposition Party
After a year long dispute, Hun Sen 
and opposition leader Sam Rainsy 
have just ended their feud.  “The 
time has arrived for us to put an 
end to personal issues,” said Sam 
Rainsy from Paris where he has been 
in exile.  He recanted accusations 
that Hun Sen had been behind a 
deadly 1997 grenade attack against 
his party.  In exchange, government 
lawyers have promised to drop 
defamation complaints against seven 
high-profile activists.
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Not So New Faces
Spending Money
Dance Tour

SAO Cambodia presents

THE CAMBODIAN CHRISTIAN ARTS MINISTRY DANCERS
UK TOUR - OCTOBER 2006

www.saocambodia.org

A unique oppotunity to hear young Cambodians 
Christians’ testimony, watch Khmer dancing and 
listen to Khmer music.  Ideal to invite your friends 
to and suitable for all ages.

Are you are interested in hosting or 
attending a performance of Khmer traditional 
and modern dance by the young dancers 
of CCAM?  Visit our web site and click on 
the dancer on our home page to see more 
information about CCAM and the location of 
the performance venues.

www.saocambodia.org

A unique oppotunity to hear young Cambodians 
Christians’ testimony, watch Khmer dancing and 
listen to Khmer music.  Ideal to invite your friends 
to and suitable for all ages.


