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Editorial - Progress?

The Cambodian economy grew by 13% last year. I can well
believe it after my return to the capital following a six month
absence. New apartment blocks are going up everywhere
and ATM machines have appeared in many places. It is, of
course, encouraging to see the progress that has been made.
But behind the facade of development the urban poor still
scratch a living and a trip to the countryside reveals that the
new money doesn’t extend far beyond Phnom Penh.
Our Lord values every person equally and calls us to be
advocates for the poor and marginalised and to be prepared
to give up what we have to help the needy.
Please pray for the staff of SAO Cambodia as they give
up many of the comforts we are accustomed to and seek
to serve the people of Cambodia. Pray that their Christian
witness and that of the national church would be a light
to guide this country towards equality and better still a
knowledge of the One who cares for us all.
Geoff Collett
Executive Director

Pray for the CCAM Dancers
as they prepare for their visit to the UK and France this
coming autumn. Pray especially that the necessary visas
and passports will be forthcoming, that practise for the
performances goes smoothly, and that the children are a
blessing to those who meet them. Most of all we need to
pray that God is glorified through the testimony of the
young people.

The trip is a big experience for the youngsters so do pray too
that they will be excited and not daunted! The Youth Team
visiting this year will give them some cultural training and
orientation to life in Europe.

AUDITORS
Mazars , Mazars House, Gildersome, Leeds, LS27 7JN, UK
SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@saocambodia.org
Web site: www.saocambodia.org

SAO Cambodia is working in partnership in Cambodia with four
other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)
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The Barrow Home school: goes fishing
Farmer Livelihood Development (FLD) used to
be known as SCALE and was SAO Cambodia’s
first project in Cambodia. It is now run by local
management and continues the work of trying to
raise the standard of living of the rural poor.
The great thing about home schooling is that we can go and
visit projects like FLD. I enjoyed our trip to FLD very much
because it is helping the people of Cambodia. People go there
to learn how to use their land in a better way. Most of FLD
is a fish farm but part of it is a model farm. They grow plants
to eat and cook with, they keep frogs and pigs. A pond, rocks
and plants are in the
frog pen. (The frogs
are kept for eating.)
Catching fish
The pig manure gets stored until it produces gas, then the gas can be used for
cooking. I think it’s a great idea because most people have to light a fire and
keep it going! Some of the plants that they plant can grow in dry season so they
have vegetables and fruit all year round.

Catching a crab for lunch

FOOTBALL fever

has kicked off at Trinity Academy
in Thorne, where students have
extended the hand of friendship
across the world in the name of their
favourite sport. The World Cup
might still be six weeks away but
the Academy has already got into
the international spirit by donating
football shirts to children and young
adults in Cambodia.
The appeal for shirts began after a
visit to the Academy by Ivor Greer
of SAO Cambodia and two of his
Cambodian colleagues. Geography
teacher Shaun McArthur explained:
“Mr Greer and the ladies came to
talk to Year 9 and 10 students about
life in Cambodia. He explained that
English Premiership football is very
popular there and asked if we could
collect shirts for the young people.

My brothers liked the fish farm best, they wanted to bring fish and crabs home
with them. There are fields full of giant fish ponds filled with adult fish. The
people who are learning at FLD catch the fish and separate the females from the
males; they weigh them then take the eggs from the females, the eggs then get
put in hatcheries. Once the eggs hatch they’re put in nursery tanks, where they
are looked after until they are old enough to be sold. At the moment FLD are
making small hatcheries to go into other villages so the villages don’t have to
rely on FLD. FLD is encouraging villages to build their own fish farms!
Georgie Barrow (Age 12)
“The appeal took off very quickly.
Within two weeks we had about
50 shirts which were displayed all
around our reception area. That
encouraged more staff and students
to donate and overall we collected
117 shirts.”
Many English clubs were represented
in the collection from Manchester
United to Chelsea, Newcastle to
Nottingham Forest,
with plenty of Leeds
and Doncaster Rovers
shirts too. Even
Academy Principal Ian
Brew, a diehard Everton
fan, handed over this
shirt to the collection.
Mr Greer said the shirts
would go children in
orphanages with which
the charity has links,

to prisons and to a sports league.
He explained: “Young people in
Cambodia are nuts about Premier
League football and they will be
‘over the moon’ with the shirts.
Once they have been handed out we
will take photographs of the children
wearing them to show the students
and staff back at Trinity who have
been so generous.”

Staff and students from Trinity Academy model some of the football shirts
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There is Hope
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to be trafﬁcked; infants have been
SAO Affiliate, together with her son Joseph, lives
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have known since I
worked in Thailand
called Navy has a
church 45 minutes
from Poipet. He
has set up a
children’s ministry
and an orphanage
at his church, has
purchased land and
has been threatened
at gunpoint on
various occasions to
sell back the land.

dedicated to doing something
for their people even at a great
cost to themselves. One pastor I

Navy is now planting a house
church in a weaving village area
two hours from Poipet. I go there
to meet up with our weaving
groups where good relationships
are being made. He is now able to
work alongside these people.
Sadly Navy’s friend was murdered
in a ‘high conﬂict area’ two months
ago by those who did not want a
church in that area. Please pray for
his wife and ﬁve children who are
now widowed and orphaned.
Marie Hill

When she is not working to help amputees or the
street children Marie runs a business selling craft
products, called SAOMAO. Visit their web site at
saomao@saomao.com
For further information on her work in Cambodia or if
you are interested in supporting this ministry directly
please contact:
Hillary Clift
Email: HJCPHOTO@SUPANET.COM

Cambodia Opportunities
FINANCE OFFICER
Do you have Finance skills or know of someone who has? ICC needs
to appoint an expatriate Finance Officer as soon as possible, to oversee
the financial systems of the organisation with responsibility for a number
of projects, some in remote locations. You will need to have knowledge
of Microsoft Quick Books and accounting experience. The role includes
working with, and training of, our Cambodian finance staff.

TEACHING ASSISTANT
If you can take life with a pinch of salt and would like an adventure in Cambodia then meet the
Barrow family who are living and working in Phnom Penh. Tory is home schooling seven children and is
looking for someone to help.
They say ‘the lucky candidate can look forward to cold showers, very little money (we can pay a small
living allowance) and the joys of a busy capital city in a third world county.’
REQUIREMENTS
A strong Christian commitment, educated to a least ‘A’ level (UK system), or High School graduate (US
system) or equivalent. Patient but firm. Fluent in spoken and written English. We would require references
and police checks, if possible. The kids are a fun bunch, but some struggle with disabilities and have
English as a second language. This job would suit someone taking a year out and interested in education.
For more details of these two posts, contact Geoff on g.collett@saocambodia.org or tel: 01480 395726
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There is Joy

Life Fellowship,
I saw hundreds of
young people and
some older people
enjoying worship,
Sokhon Hong, an SAO Trustee who has been
all thirsty to receive
telling us her life story in recent episodes of
more of God’s good
Vision, returns to Phnom Penh on a Mission
news. Again, in
Awareness trip and reports on the changes
the evening, I was
since her last journey back to Phnom Penh.
greatly surprised
by the number of
It seems like only yesterday that
Khmer people who attended an
I was in Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
International Church Fellowship
with the SAO Cambodia Mission
service (ICF) that was led by a
Awareness trip last February. I
Khmer pastor. This contrasted
have so much that I would like to
with the last time I went to visit
share with you about what I saw
my mother in Phnom Penh,
and did in such a short time among when she was still alive. Then,
the Khmer people. I wished I
I only saw the expatriates who
could have stayed there
worked for different
longer! Having lived
organisations. My eyes
through the Khmer Rouge
my heart was were filled with tears
regime, I am so thankful
my heart filled
filled with joy and
that the Lord opened a
with joy to see how
door to enable me to have
the Lord has answered
the opportunity to return
my prayer for my
to Cambodia again, to see and get
people and for Cambodia, my
a little closer to the Khmer people, homeland. I could write all day
many of whom have also lived
of the blessings God has given to
through similar experiences to me. the people that have been reached
It has been a joy to be able to share and still there are so many waiting.
with them my testimony of how I
I went, and I saw how God’s will
came to know God through Jesus
is being done by His people, who
Christ.
gave up their own comfortable
lives in their home countries to
On Sunday morning, in a
work here, among people who
Christian church called New
were in great need of His love. I
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can still see the smile on those
poor people’s faces, even though
they have little with which to feed
their families. But they have
their hope and their faith in God.
The civil war in Cambodia
destroyed so much in their lives.
But despite it being a struggle, the
Khmer people are determined to
survive and are now beginning to
live something a little better than
their existence in Year Zero (1979,
after the regime of Pol Pot) and
that is often through the Lord’s
blessing.
During our stay in Cambodia
we visited: CCAM (Cambodian
Christian Arts Ministry). In
October this year this group will
come for a tour of the UK. We
also visited HOSEA (Child Care
workers training project), ACTS
Assisting children into school,
WDO (Wholistic Development
Organisation sic) and used to
be called FAITH, FLD (Farmer
Livelihood Development) which
used to be called SCALE and was
SAO’s first project in Cambodia in
1991, and SPPA (Skills Promotion
for Poverty Alleviation project),
sewing products, i.e. hand bags,
mattresses, cushions, etc. for
selling without the involvement of
middlemen and the SAO couple
seconded to HOPE International
School which is run on a Christian
basis. Lastly KSL (Khmer
School of Language) founded by
SAO in 1993 - teaching English
and Khmer language and sewing
traditional dresses. Each of these
projects has its own story which
I might be able to tell you about
in more detail on another edition
of Vision. Almost a quarter
of the Khmer people who are
involved in these projects have
come to know the Lord our God.
I say, THANKS TO GOD FOR
ANSWERING MY PRAYER. I
will keep praying that more love
and peace will fill more and more
Khmer people’s hearts.

I met a single mother with four
children who cannot afford to
let the children to go to school.
Together with her children they
start without breakfast, at 5 a.m.
They collect rubbish to recycle and
sell earning around $2.00 to buy
food for the family for the evening
meal. They eat whatever they
find in the rubbish bins for lunch,
in order to get enough strength to
go on until end of the day. Susie
Heryanto, one of the ACTS project
advisors, and I went to meet five
families who used to live on the
street in a slum area. Susie bought
rice, some food and medicine to
give to these families. We tried
to persuade the children to go to
school by giving them a book, a
pencil and school uniform. They
told me, “If one or two of us go
to school, we will get less than $2
and not have enough money to buy
food at the end of day.”

get beaten
up by her
husband.
I prayed
with her
for her
safety and
we gave
thanks to
the Lord
for her
faith.

I was also sad to see and learn that
a five year old boy in one of these
families tried and failed to get into
a National Health hospital, to have
treatment. The private hospital
in Phnom Penh is even more
expensive and a difficult place for
sick people who have no money
to enter and receive treatment,
even though the fee is only $30 for
an operation. Please, join me in
praying for this boy, Sopaay, that
he will be alright and will fully
recover after having an operation
which was provided for him with
help from the ‘Lord’s fund’, which
I gave to Susie.

Sokhon
Hong

Please
join me in
praying for
the needs
of the
Cambodian
people
and giving
thanks for
all those
who serve
God there.

The Prothero family

are taking Dave Vann’s advice
for surviving in Phnom Penh’s traffic (see Page 11).
Praise God for their happy and relatively smooth transition into life
in Cambodia. Pray for their developing roles in HOPE International
school where they are taking on more responsibility. Pray too for the
dynamics of being mum and teacher.

Abuse is still widespread in
communities and in families. One
housewife said her husband locked
her out every time she goes to
church or Bible home group. I
was pleased to hear her story how
she has given her heart to the Lord.
She is still trying her best to find
a quiet place to pray and worship
God. I give thanks with tears of
joy because she always feels peace
in God’s love, although she has
to sleep outside at night or else
VISION
VISION For
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HOSEA
2006 and
beyond
Sarah Chhin and Deth
Symons began working on
how to support child care
workers back in 2001. Sarah
will shortly move on to other
activities after standing in
for Deth as Project Manager
during the Symon’s home
leave. Here is an opportunity
to hear about some of the
plans for the future.
In 2001, when HOSEA asked the
Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans
and Youth Rehabilitation for
permission to conduct the survey, the
Ministry asked that the project would
have some focus on children at risk in
communities, and supporting efforts
in deinstitutionalisation. At that
time, we were unable to build such a
component into the project activities,
as the research had not given us the
right information to know what was
needed at a community level. But
the Ministry’s advice was kept in
mind and this was another reason
for deciding to research child-care
in temples and the situation of rural
foster families.
It is thanks to this research that
HOSEA is now in a position to
support caregivers who are providing
alternative care for children in
communities, such as foster parents
and monks. This is clearly in line
with current government strategy
within Cambodia, and indeed
worldwide. As before, HOSEA has
used a truly ‘bottom-up’ approach
to planning the future of the project,
and each of the components and
activities have been designed from
the needs identified by those who
were surveyed.
There will be four components of

HOSEA from now until 2009.
•
•
•
•

networking and advocacy
caregiver training
educational materials
research

Networking and advocacy will
continue to be a main focus of the
project. HOSEA will continue to play
an active and supportive role in the
Child Welfare Group, the HIV/AIDS
Coordinating Committee (HACC), the
Disability Action Council’s Children
with Disabilities Committee (DAC
CDC) and the Orphan and Vulnerable
Children Taskforce, as well as any
other networking groups which may
be set up to advocate on the needs of
children at risk. HOSEA is especially
interested in supporting any network
in the area of drugs awareness.
Networking will continue with the
alternative child-care facilities that
have been involved with HOSEA
since 2001 through continued support,
training and advice, and following
up those care-givers previously
trained on HOSEA courses. The
current database will also be updated
to identify new facilities and their
needs, as well as the new needs being
identified by known facilities.
During the survey into the situation of
rural foster families, it was noted by
researchers that it was the girls aged
between 16 and 23 who were most at
risk, as there are less opportunities for
them to remain economically viable
in their home locations. If these girls
are unable to make enough money
to help support their family, they are
sent to the city to find work. These
girls are naïve when it comes to city
living and the facts of
life, which puts them at
risk of being exploited.
HOSEA will network
with NGOs which
specialise in agriculture,
income generation and
vocational training
in order to set up a
scholarship scheme.
This scholarship scheme
will target girls (but not
exclusively) aged 16-23
from foster families, to
enable them to learn a
skill with which to help

support their family without leaving
their own communities.
As a member of the Ministry of
Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth
Rehabilitation’s Advisory Council
for Alternative Care, HOSEA will
continue to have active input into the
policy environment affecting children
and child care in Cambodia.
Due to the extreme poverty being
faced by the majority of the foster
families, most were unable to see
beyond the need for food and income.
The burden of worry for these foster
families is heavy, and they can see
no way out of the poverty they face.
Therefore, although it was clear that
capacity building for foster parents
is essential if fostering is to be seen
as a viable alternative to residential
child care facilities, offering these
foster parents direct training would
be of very limited use, due to the
negative effect of poverty and trauma
on the ability to learn effectively. For
this reason, HOSEA proposes a very
different strategy to provide them
with support, education and advice.
HOSEA will invite the village chief
and village advisors of villages
involved in the 2005 survey to help
identify two key people who would
be willing and suitable to be involved
in the project. HOSEA will then
offer training opportunities to the two
chosen key people in parenting skills,
caring for children infected with
and affected by HIV/AIDS, caring
for disabled children, child rights,
understanding children using creative
arts therapy, record keeping and
child participation. They will also be
trained in how to mobilise Parenting

Sarah with some young people discussing careers
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Clubs in their village. It will be up to
each village how the Parenting Clubs
will be run, but foster parents and any
other interested parents in the village
will be invited to join. The Parenting
Clubs will not only give foster parents
a new form of support, but also give
the key workers an appropriate forum
to deliver what they have learnt to the
target group in manageable ‘soundbites’ of information which are easily
accessible to the parents.
HOSEA will also continue to offer
training opportunities to the monks
in rural temples, as providers of
alternative child care. Monks will
be invited to training courses in
parenting skills, caring for children
infected with and affected by HIV/
AIDS, caring for disabled children,
as well as child rights, understanding
children using creative arts therapy,
record keeping and child participation
workshops.
In order for the Parenting Clubs and
other alternative child care providers
to have access to appropriate, easy to
understand resources, it is important
that HOSEA contextualises some
current training materials in order
for them to be more accessible to
rural Cambodians. The health and
hygiene song resources have already
been produced, and HOSEA will
provide training on how these can
be used with children to their best
effect, but other educational materials
are also planned. These include a
video and information pack on how
to keep children safe from abuse
and exploitation, and a set of books
each entitled ‘Care for Something’.
HOSEA also hopes to produce a book
of children’s activities using resources
easy to find in rural Cambodia, and
a recording of Cambodian children’s
songs.
Research will continue to be
conducted, including the level and
quality of child care by churches and
other faith-based centres. HOSEA
hopes that this research will lead
the care givers at these centres to
join the HOSEA training courses
and workshop, leading to the further
possibility of linking Parenting Clubs
with trained monks and/or members
of other faith-based centres caring for
orphans and vulnerable children. In

Buddhist Monks care for many of Cambodia’s orphaned children and need to learn about STDs

a strategic initiative, it is hoped that
Parenting Clubs, monks and members
of other faith-based centres will be
able to work together, forming their
own village child welfare networks.
The mission of HOSEA will remain
the same, improving the lives of
children at risk through the education
of those who care for them. The
project will continue to offer support
and advice to the alternative child
care facilities identified in Phnom
Penh and Kandal Province. However,
it is the view of HOSEA that although
alternative care in the community
is endorsed as the most desired
alternative care option, it is very
under-serviced and often overlooked
in favour of residential facilities.
HOSEA is in a good position to
offer training and support to those
struggling to offer care to orphans and
vulnerable children in community.
HOSEA has always felt that training
care givers who work with children at

risk will benefit the children at risk
in greater numbers than would be
possible working with the children
directly. This vision is continued into
the future, with a new concept. In
training monks as care givers, and
ensuring that foster parents (and other
parents) have access to support and
education in child care issues, the
lives of countless children in rural
Cambodia will improve.
It is hoped that improving the care
of the children living in rural areas,
and enabling their families to enjoy a
better standard of living will enable
more children to stay in their villages,
reducing the numbers of potential
street children coming into Phnom
Penh. When these children grow
up and have their own families, the
good role models that their caregivers
have been will help them when they
start to bring up their own children
in a way that will be of benefit to
Cambodian society.
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Representing WorldShare
Iain Hill is the Communications Editor for WorldShare
(www.worldshare.org.uk), one of the Christian agencies
working in Bawtry Hall which also houses SAO. Iain
visited Southeast Asia to review the work of WorldShare.
“What angle would you like my
article to take?” I asked the Vision
editor.
“We get a lot of ‘impressions’
articles,” was the reply. “I think
it would be good if you could
write about ‘objectives’, in other
words why you went and what you
achieved”
Wow! Steering clear of impressions is
pretty tricky when you’re the creative/
artistic type (I once had an objective,
but failed to recognise it), have never
been to S.E. Asia in your life before,
and end up going to Cambodia - via
Myanmar.

Tampuan girl from the tribal area of Ratanakiri
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Now, after that preamble, I have just
520-odd words left of a 600-word
article. Help! What to write? Tell
you what: I’ll give 15% (say 90
words) to impressions, and then do
objectives.
Impressions
Stunned by Shwedagon Pagoda in
Yangon, yet saddened by suffering
(in Myanmar, all that’s gold does not
glitter), I fly on to power-surging
Phnom Penh in Cambodia. Airconditioned executives and land
mine victims vie for space, as tuktuks ratchet up the pace through
shambolic, sweaty streets to get
tourists to Toul Sleng, temple, river
and market. Aboard PMT(!) Air I
am propelled
to a thankfully
cool(er) clime
in Banlung,
where rolling
Mekong
greenery and
the thrum of
just a few slow
motorbikes
can be sensed
through
swirling clouds
of orange
Ratanakiri
dust.
Objectives
I was
representing
WorldShare,
for whom I edit
magazines, and
so on. Working
in around fifty
countries,
we resource
local partners
to create
and sustain

worshiping churches, and
serve the transformation of
communities through projects
with an holistic approach to
sharing the gospel.

Rev. Glyn Jones (WorldShare
chairman) and I were delighted
to sample JUMPAH ministery’s
tranquil ‘village’ atmosphere, as
more of the homes built for AIDS
sufferers and their families are now
occupied. WorldShare helped fund a
couple of these houses, where people
are able to live out life with quiet
dignity. It was wonderful to learn
of the increased availability of antiretroviral drugs and how as a result
the word ‘rehabilitation’ is entering
the vocabulary in this place. (Ed:
The 2005 Youth Team painted the
children’s playground equipment here
during their visit last year).
Since our visit in January, we’ve
been able to raise some funds for
JUMPAH’s pig unit. WorldShare
has also been supporting ‘The
Little Conquerors’, a project
run by Servants / TASK to help
disabled children (cerebral palsy,
epilepsy) around Phnom Penh.
This trip enabled us to join their
physiotherapist for a home visitation,
and get pictures and stories of a
couple of children who’ve been
helped for our supporters. We’re now
considering TASK’s proposal for a
drugs rehabilitation programme.
Our objective is to further strengthen
partnership with such projects in
Cambodia.
I flew up to Ratanakiri with
Uon Seila (Youth Commission
Director, Evangelical Fellowship
of Cambodia). It was a life time
privilege to visit a Tampuan tribal
village by the Vietnam border, where
Veasna Bun takes regular Bible
Study with the one Christian family
there. Ratanakiri’s tribal peoples
face grindingly difficult struggles
with land rights and general survival
issues. Talking with Veasna’s wife
Gunilla (Health Co-ordinator for
ICC Banlung) gave real insight into

these, and the resulting challenges
of practical and spiritual ministry in
Ratanakiri.
The plane back to Phnom Penh
was half full of UNHCR-escorted
Montagnard Christian refugees from
Vietnam. Found hiding in the forests,
they had fled in fear of death, and
were now en-route - with nothing but
the clothes they wore and perhaps a
small hold-all - to a reception centre
and hence repatriation in the West.
This was a startling, sobering end to a
trip which, while hopefully achieving
its objectives, was enriched by
countless indelible impressions.
Iain Hill

foreigners,
arriving in
Phnom Penh
can feel like
entering a
claustrophobic
elevator where
everyone is
trying to grab
you. I’ve learnt
this the hard
(and somewhat
uncomfortable)
way, as our
landlord has
repeatedly
sought to tap
my bottom,
pinch my fat

Survive or thrive
Dave and Laura Vann are
SAO Affiliates from River
Church in Maidenhead.
They have just started
work in Cambodia
bringing a Christian
presence into a Khmer
agency involved in
promoting local crafts.

Phnom Penh, Cambodia – home
to over one million inhabitants
and almost as many wonderful
opportunities, potential pitfalls and
likely crazy adventures. Although
we’ve only been in the city two
months, we’ve already uncovered
some useful tips on how to survive
and even thrive in this unique mission
field.
1.
Keep on moving: Although
it may, at first glance, appear likely
to increase your chance of premature
death, joining in the madness of
Phnom Penh’s traffic is the only
way you are going to get from A to
B. To merely survive, get yourself a
‘moto’ with bright indicators and a
loud horn and honk your way through
the madness. To really thrive,
forget having your own transport
and, instead, just hop on the back of
passing pick-up trucks, ox carts or
bicycles – a cheaper and far more
adventurous way of navigating the
city.
2.

Watch that space: Too many

stomach and even
stick his finger
inside my belly button! To survive
all of this, brace yourself for some
overly intimate moments with
members of the same sex and learn
to grin and bear it. To really thrive,
get your own back. You can start
by holding hands, pinching skin and
tapping the bottoms of your (same
sex) Cambodian friends, who will
probably see this as a sign of true
friendship.
3.
Just eat it: Although there
are numerous western restaurants in
Phnom Penh, you will not always be
able to avoid Cambodian delicacies
such as fried sparrows, roasted
chicken heads, grilled tarantulas
or sour raw fish soup. To merely
survive, make regular trips to the
supermarket and stock up on all those
western goodies you know you can
trust. To actually thrive, prepare
yourself by eating Cambodian
foods back home, making the eating
in Phnom Penh seem that much
more ‘normal’ and perhaps even
delicious…well, perhaps.
4.
Spit it out: There is one
facet of Cambodian culture that
has shocked and horrified western
visitors, missionaries and NGO
workers more than any other. It is
the habit of ‘hocking’ (you know,
noisily bringing up spit from the
back of your throat) and spitting in
public. To merely survive this aspect
of everyday life in Phnom Penh, get
some earplugs, because without them

Dave and Laura get themselves a moto

you won’t be able to avoid the awful
noise. To really thrive though, do as
the Romans do and start practicing
the art of Cambodian spitting. Even
if you just make the noise and refrain
from actually ejecting saliva from
your mouth, it will help you feel more
at home in Cambodia, I promise.
5.
Keep it legal: Staying on
the right side of the law while
driving around Phnom Penh is a
tricky business, especially when
police can stop you for any number
of perceived traffic offences. You
could be stopped for something as
innocuous as having your headlight
turned on during the day (while
forgetting to turn it on at night is not
actually considered an offence!?!).
To merely survive, keep a watch
out for the men in blue standing by
the side of the road and avoid them,
if you can. To really thrive, when
you have been stopped, ask them
to produce evidence of Cambodian
traffic law and, if you are asked to
pay a ‘fine’, ask for a receipt. After
some awkward glances and nervous
mumblings, they will let you go.
So maybe some of these suggestions
are a tad outrageous or even difficult
to see through. But I hope they have
given you a glimpse of some of the
crazy/wonderful experiences that
await anyone brave enough to come
out to Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
Dave Vann
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Khmer Rouge Trials
A UN office has been opened in
Phnom Penh to help plan the Khmer
Rouge leadership trial. Work is
expected to last three years and trials
should begin in 2007, budgeted at $56
million, $43m paid by the UN and
$13m by Cambodia. A quarter of the
population perished during the Khmer
Rouge holocaust 1975-79.

Economic Growth
When World Trade Organisation
quotas were lifted in 2005, experts
predicted that Cambodia’s economy
would falter under international
competition. But it grew 13 percent
last year, the best since 1999, reported
the International Monetary Fund,
ranking it among the world’s fastest
growing economies.

The top legal body, the Supreme
Council of Magistracy, has appointed
13 international judges and prosecutors
from the US, the Netherlands,
Poland, France, Australia and Sri
lanka. Cambodian counterparts have
also been named and a complicated
formula of voting will ensure
convictions have support from both
sides.

Political Appeasement
Hun Sen and opposition leader Sam
Rainsy have agreed to end their
personal feud. In 2003 the Sam
Rainsy Party and Funcinpec formed
an “Alliance of Democrats” to block
Hun Sen’s Cambodian People’s Party
from forming a government. This
was broken in 2004 and Funcinpec
joined Hun Sen to form a coalition,
with Funcinpec acting increasingly as
an appendage. Analysts fear that Hun
Sen is merely appeasing his opponents
to consolidate personal power.

International Aid
Foreign donors have pledged US$601
million in aid in 2006, including
US$164m from the EU and US$115m
from Japan, despite the government’s
slow progress in curbing corruption.
Meanwhile China, who Hun Sen
described as “most trustworthy friend”
has promised $600m in aid and loans.

Rice production

Evictions and Seizures
Officials in Phnom Penh have
begun to evict 1,000 families from a
shantytown in the city centre to a site
20km away. Phnom Penh is flourishing
and land value has risen rapidly.
Conversely, Hun Sen has threatened
to sack provincial governors who fail
to prevent land seizures that have
left thousands homeless and sparked
violence.
Rice Production
Cambodia produced 6 million tons
of rice in 2005, its best harvest in 27
years and a 43 percent increase over
2004. Prime Minister Hun Sen said

“If we continue to receive such a good
output in the future, food security will
no longer be a concern.”
Poverty
The World Bank said Cambodians
living under the poverty line has
dropped from 47 to 35 percent over
the last decade, but that the gap
between rich and poor remains a
serious problem.
May Day Demonstrations
A leading trade union leader was
arrested as thousands of police brought
the capital to a standstill during an
unauthorized May Day demonstration.
Trade union and opposition leaders
demanded salary increases, the
establishment of a labour court and
improved health and safety standards
in the workplace.
Human Rights
Relations between the government
and the UN have been strained with
Hun Sen openly expressing his
dislike of the UN human rights office
and describing its staff as nothing
more than “long-term tourists.” His
comment followed criticism by Yash
Ghai, UN special envoy for human
rights. Hun Sen had called Ghai
“totally deranged” and demanded he
be sacked. However a spokesman said
they are working to improve relations.
Church Razed
Some 300 Buddhist villagers who felt
threatened by a rival faith, have razed
a partially built Christian church to the
ground near Phnom Penh. in a rare act
of religious intolerance.
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