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Instead of an Editorial - Words from our Chairman

Dear Friends,
Where would you locate sixteen pillows at short notice?
Ideally you should have already made all the practical
arrangements necessary to make the recent CCAM Dance
tour happen smoothly. However, that was not the case
and the priority was to find the required pillows before
the children arrived. Keith Bushell, a fellow council
member and co-sponsor of the concert in our area, phoned.
Unprompted he informed me that he would be bringing
twelve pillows with him to add to my four when he came
to help prepare the church for the arrival of the team. In
an immediate prayer of thanks, I recognised that there was
a much bigger picture to events other than just my own
perspective. God was at work.
Ten days later Geoff Collett and I were walking back to our
hotel in Phnom Penh having grabbed a bite to eat in a local
café, after a day of Board meetings. In the dark, we turned
too early, thinking this was the road to our hotel. As we
walked two moto’s passed us and the passengers called out.
Initially bemused, Geoff then recognised them as three lads
from Elim in the UK who he and Sarah had given orientation
to prior to them leaving for a short-term visit to Cambodia. A
commitment had provisionally been given to meet up when
in Cambodia, but in the hectic arrangements in the UK prior
to leaving nothing had been finalised. It was great to catch
up with them and sense their enthusiasm for the projects
in which they were involved. Again, we were left with a
tangible awareness of a bigger picture than just our own.
Jesus in John 14 in response to his disciples request for him
to “show them the Father” says, “the words I say to you are
not just my own. Rather it is the Father, living in me, doing
His work” The reality is that we are invited to be involved
in what God is doing. God chooses to work through us if
we make ourselves available. It is both humbling and a
privilege to discover the truth of this in the hustle and bustle
of everyday life. Wherever we are serving, whatever we are
doing, we can daily discover God, the “I Am”, in control.

David Adams
Chairman

SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@saocambodia.org
Web site: www.saocambodia.org

SAO Cambodia is working in partnership in Cambodia with other
Missions and through International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)
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The Questions People Ask
John Buddell is Sarah Chhin’s
father and has a number of
years experience in the area of
drugs awareness, particularly
working with young people. He
visited Phnom Penh with Penny
(see page 11) this November
to help run workshops for the
our child care worker training
programme (HOSEA).

trusted to take all the information
back and share it, because she was
a Christian.

I was asked
questions such
as, ‘Why aren’t
the Police doing
enough to
curb the use of
This was my second trip to
illegal drugs?’
Cambodia for HOSEA. My task
and ‘What is
was to train in Substance Misuse
the government
Information and Awareness for
doing about
those who care for young people.
drug addict’s
rehabilitation?’
It was straight into a Parenting
and ‘What
Skills Course workshop for people can I do about
training to set up Parenting Clubs
my teenage
in their local communities and
son who is
villages, run at the ICC offices.
persistently
The surroundings were familiar
visiting the local coffee shop?’
and I felt comfortable with my
I hadn’t realised it but a ‘coffee
interpreter, Phearith, and in the
shop’ in Cambodia is not quite the
knowledge that I knew all the
same as a coffee shop at home.
answers. Khoeur, another of
After a bit of careful questioning
the HOSEA team, carried out a
I eventually gathered that it
couple of entertaining ice
Why can’t wasn’t the smell of coffee
breakers and I was off.
that was the lure but the
monks
presence of certain young
The people on the course
be more ladies who frequented the
had been elected by their
like these establishment!
communities to attend
Christians? After a short day’s rest, I
and all were highly
regarded by those who
was off in the ICC truck, full of
had elected them, except one. I
saffron-robed monks, to a retreat
discovered I was lecturing to two
centre on the outskirts of Phnom
village chiefs, a variety of village
Penh. The event was a retreat with
and community elders and a
an emphasis on the problems of
Christian lady that had previously
HIV/AIDS and substance misuse.
been shunned by her community
I had forgotten that monks
because of her faith. I was told that enjoy talking and some of the
this lady had been elected to come brainstorming and plenary sessions
onto the course as she could be
went on longer than expected.

Keeping twenty four monks under
control when doing role play is not
an easy thing especially when they
have decided the given subject is
too boring. At one stage there was

The Monks enjoying the workshop

a monk pretending to be a police
officer trying to cudgel an apparent
drug dealer with a large metal
pipe. Saffron robes were flying
around left and right, bare arms
were raised in the air and watching
monks were collapsed on the floor
in laughter as the role play became
like a British farce with players
dashing here and there. After
each role play I was able to point
out the very real difficulties that
substance misuse brings.
At the end of a long second day,
one of the monks thanked the
team and me for the work we were
doing for the Cambodian people
and asked why the monks present
could not be more like these
Christians who had come such a
long way to help teach them to
help others.
John Buddell

An Opportunity

Potters Place is a quiet retreat house in Phnom
Penh for mission workers to take some time out to recharge spiritual batteries and spend
time with God. Would you, or someone you know, like to run the Potters Place Retreat
Centre for a year, or part of 2007 as a service to the expat Christian Community? If you
would like to know more then please contact Geoff on g.collett@saocambodia.org
VISION For Cambodia | 3

Children of Cambodia dance tour
The Cambodian Christian Arts
Ministry dancers completed their
tour of the UK and France, heading
back to Phnom Penh at the end
of November. Here are some
pictures from their tour around
the UK. Everyone agreed that
the young people were a real
blessing to all they met.

‘So vibrant and
full of life, a
real testimony
to what God
has done’

‘I was looking
for something
to bring my
non-Christian
friend to’

‘We were delighted
they could
perform to such
an appreciative
audience’

‘Their dancing was
really elegant, totally
different to anything
I have seen before’
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‘Why are
there long
white
clouds
behind the
aeroplanes?’
Jackie is strapped in and ready for take off

‘I like the
weather and
English food!’

‘Its like aircon outside!’

‘Can we meet
the queen?’
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I n s i de the Church
Brian Maher works as an advisor
developed countries can often
to the Youth Commission, part
afford to pay for these buildings
of the Evengelical Fellowship of
and some independent churches
tap
their Christian relatives
Cambodia. After a years furlough
overseas. Cell or house churches
and training in the States, his
only remain cell churches because
home country, he has returned
they have no western contacts.
to Cambodia and reflects on the
Some western denominations
have closed down many small
changes he has observed in
indigenous
cell churches as they put
the Cambodian church.
up brand new, elaborate buildings,
initiate programs for orphans, and offer
English and computer classes. Foreign
It’s a time of amazing growth in the
missionaries and those visiting Cambodia
Cambodian church with, perhaps, as many
as 250,000 evangelical believers attending. both need wisdom in how they use funding
resources.
But sadly, although growth is numerically
strong, spiritually it is patchier. Some are
fond of saying that the church is a kilometre We find that pastors over 45 years old
are largely authoritarian in the way they
wide but only a few centimetres deep.
lead their churches with little
emphasis on discipleship,
There are many issues
mentoring, or capacity
to be faced and dealt
building. There
with. For example
are a lot of
some pastors
power plays,
and Christian
divisions and
leaders have
factionalism
turned their
in the church,
calling into
stemming
a career,
from both
wooing
internal
unsuspecting,
and
external
and often
factors.
unwise shortAuthoritarian
term mission
pastors have
groups from
little
accountability
more developed
as they either have
countries. Many
no board of elders with
pastors are receiving
B ri a
decision making power
financial gain from
n M ahe
EFC
r a t hi s d e s k i n
or
just
a rubber stamp board.
such groups and are not being
Those churches with functioning elder
transparent with their congregations or
boards seem to be healthier churches.
trusting God to supply their needs.
Pastors less than 40 years old are more
likely to take discipleship, capacity
Unfortunately the emerging churches in
building, and unity more seriously, and
Cambodia immediately want to emulate
those same age bracket Christians who
a western institutionalized church. They
have worked for Christian agencies make
want a building, chairs, organ, speakers,
excellent elders and lay leaders, bringing a
song books, etc. Denominations from
No.
129
Spring
2005
66
Autumn
2005
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much needed maturity to
not least a good tithe!).

The church in general is v
evangelism, and is more a
oriented in its efforts to s
marginalised, which is co

As time goes on, more an
young people are being ed
university, and entering va
Their experience gives the
contribution to add to the
church. But this means th
quickly catching up and e
the level of knowledge of
there is a tension between
Pastors traditionally have
the value of young people
are inexperienced in life a
young people do not value
and experience of the past
often addressed in our You
leadership and awareness
to build a bridge between

The young people in Phn
already showing signs of
the effects of post-modern
be too long before young
less likely to go along wi
style leadership and an in
church. The writing is on
question is whether or no
planting denominations a
church will be prepared to
potential tension that stem
modern expression of chu

Yet despite these shortcom
large body of faithful Cam
who God is using mightily
all the struggles, and they
going through deep chang
we too, as missionaries an
Christians, should be cons
are modelling in our mini
set a good example.

the church (and

very good at
and more mission
serve the poor and
ommendable.

nd more Christian
ducated at the
arious vocations.
em a valuable
depth of the
hat they are
even surpassing,
f their pastors, so
n the two groups.
not affirmed
e because they
and now the
e the wisdom
tor. This issue is
uth Commission
training, as we try
the two groups.

nom Penh are
globalisation and
nism. It might not
g people will be
ith authoritarian
nstitutionalized
n the wall, but the
ot foreign church
and the national
o address the
ms from a posturch in Cambodia.

mings there is a
mbodian Christians
y in the midst of
y are growing and
ges. Of course
nd expatriate
scious of what we
istries in order to
Brian Maher

Challenges:

Summary

•

Some pastors have turned their calling into a career of fund raising.

•

The lack of leadership in a fast growing church, and the vacuum of
skilled leaders in the church.

•

The gap between the knowledge of the young people and their
semi- educated pastors which causes each to disrespect the other.

•

The lack of a Christian Worldview whereby young people can
intelligently interpret the world around them from a Christian
perspective.

•

Lack of discipleship and mentoring of youth.

The national church leadership (and many local missionaries) has not yet
wrestled with the potential and probable effects of globalisation, mainly
because they unaware that such animal exists. Soon, the influence
of globalisation will foster a desire for a post-modern expression of
Christianity among Cambodian Christian youth. When it happens, will
church leaders be aware and accommodating?

Growth areas:
•

More awareness of social issues: sexual, drugs, health, and
environment.

•

Church is growing numerically.

•

More understanding of holistic ministry and the need to be
missional.

•

The National Church is entertaining ideas of sending missionaries
to other countries in the region.

•

More unity in the church, especially among the younger
generation.

•

Openness and flexibility of young Christian church leaders between
20 and 30.
VISION
For
Cambodia
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International Cooperation Cambodia

You will have seen the ICC logo
on the inside front cover of Vision
and perhaps seen the acronym
mentioned in the odd article or
two or on our web site. Perhaps
some of you aren’t aware of who
or what ICC is, so here is a little
information about the partnership.

ICC is registered with the Royal
Government of Cambodia
as a Christian Development
Organisation. This gives the seven
partners the advantage of a single
registration and consequently a
much simpler relationship with the

authorities, as well as being able
to benefit from our shared skills,
giftings and resources.

The partners are the Lutheran
Missions of Norway (Normission),
Denmark (Danmission), and
Finland (FELM), a Swedish
evangelical mission (InterAct), the
international linguistics mission
(SIL), World Concern and of
course, SAO Cambodia.
The partnership is growing, with
FELM and Normission having just
joined us, although World Concern
currently have no
personnel in Cambodia
and so they are currently
inactive members.

Another Opportunity

ICC needs a new Executive
Director by Mid 2007. Do
you know anyone with the
skills to lead a multinational
team in a godly way,
relating to Government
and other agencies?
Contact Geoff Collett.
g.collett@saocambodia.org
operating within the constraints
we have given the Director.
(See the photo below for the
Board Members who met at the
November Board meeting).

We also use the chance to get
together with ICC management,
occasionally Trustees from our own
agencies and team members, to
We all have similar goals, discuss and pray about the work and
to build the national
vision for the future. We want to
church in Cambodia
understand and work out God’s plan
and to help the poor
for the country and its people better.
and marginalised. Each
Member agency has a
Visit the web sites of our partners
seat on the Governing
.
Board and we meet three www.efk.se
times a year (twice in
www.sil.org
Phnom Penh), to ensure
www.mission.fi/in_english
that the partnership is
www.danmission.dk

Back row - Eigel Saxe (Danmission), Bill Hampton (SIL), Geoff Collett (SAO Cambodia),
Front row - Stefan Emillson (Interact), Pekka Hiltunen (Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission)
Bjorn Wang (Normission) - not present

www.worldconcern.org
www.icc.org.kh

Cambodia Youth Team
July-August 2007
Do you know anyone aged 18-25years old, bold, flexible, up for a challenge
and keen to serve God overseas for a month? They will experience Cambodia,
helping it’s people, growing spiritually and sharing the love of God. If you
do, please cut along the dotted line on the next page, fold it and give them the
leaflet, then encourage them to take a risk and step out for God.

YOU MAY BE PART OF THEIR LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE.
If you are interested in coming and want to know more then
Sarah is waiting to answer your questions. s.johnston@saocambodia.org
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to
to
to
to

learn about Mission work
ﬁnd out about Cambodia
grow spiritually, both in ourselves and those we meet
help meet needs however we can

Founded by Major Taing Chhirc,
martyred for Christ and the
Cambodian Church

Bawtry Hall, Bawtry
Doncaster DN10 6JH, UK
Tel: 01302 714004
Fax: 01302 710027
Member of Global
Connections and BOND
Registered as a charity under
Southeast Asian Outreach
No. 293382

SAO Cambodia,

Words cannot describe this trip, the only way is to experience it
yourself!‛

Thanks to this trip I have realised that a dollar a day can really
make a difference to a child‛s life.‛

‘Mission became real for me when I was on the pavement in Phnom
Penh praying the sinner‛s prayer with two street kids, through a
translator.‛

What other people said...

If you think God is challenging you
to get involved, you need to contact
us at : admin@saocambodia.org or
use the phone number below.

Some students lengthen their stay by working directly with one
of the Mission‛s projects or with our partners‛. In recent years
this has involved working with young prisoners, teaching English in
schools, teaching music in an arts centre, working with a community
development project and helping with a youth outreach programme.

GAP Students

Our teams raise their own ﬁnance from personal supporters and go
through an orientation programme before we depart.

We expect to have a good time meeting lots of interesting people
and as we learn about the country and its problems, to be
challenged by God about what we should do to help people and bring
them closer to Him.

•
•
•
•

Every year we take a youth team to Cambodia, for a month in July
to August. Age range is from 18 to 25 yrs. We work on some of
the activities shown inside this leaﬂet, our objectives are:

The church, after years of repression, is
experiencing rapid grow. Mature leadership
is desperately needed for the young churches.

90% of people are Buddhist with an animistic
belief in spirits.

Religion

In 1991, in their most expensive operation,
the UN oversaw the ﬁrst elections. Since
then Cambodia has developed rapidly as the
country has received much foreign aid and
with the cessation of the civil war with the
Khmer Rouge in 1997. Some afﬂuence has
come to sections of Phnom Penh society but
rural Cambodia is being left behind.

In the years under Vietnamese rule that
followed, Cambodia continued to struggle
with civil war, lawlessness and political
unrest, where landmine injuries, the
stripping of natural resources, poverty and
famine were commonplace.

The people and culture still bear the scars
from this period, which must rank amongst the
worst human tragedies of the 20th Century.

The country experienced genocide and
the infrastructure was destroyed when a
quarter of the 8 million population died in
the Khmer Rouge “Killing Fields” of 1975-79.

Cambodia

Visit www.saocambodia.org

Youth Team

for more information

Working in partnership with other Missions and
through International Cooperation Cambodia

... sowing the seeds of
a new tomorrow

to tackle the Youth Team challenge?

Have You Got What it Takes...

Raising the funds for the trip
can seem a big hurdle, but its
a chance to learn how God can
provide. Of course you can
always do some last minute
fundraising! We also give all our
team members some orientation
before they go to make sure you
don‛t put your foot in it!

We usually leave the following up of
the mission to national christians we
leave behind, but it‛s always great
to hear of changed lives and people
making a commitment to Christ.

... to be a clown for God?

Are you prepared to
leave your dignity
behind as we use every
method we can to
convey God‛s message?

... to trust God for your ﬁnances?

Have you got what it takes...

... to share God‛s love?
The majority of Cambodia‛s
population are children, many
living in difﬁcult circumstances.
We try to give some of the
children we meetsome hours
of fun to remember.

... to make a child‛s day?

Our teams work with Cambodian Christians bringing God‛s
message of hope to the people of Cambodia. We work in
villages, orphanages, hospitals and churches. You will be
expected to share something of your faith, to act, sing, play,
dance or use whatever talent you have as we share God‛s love.

Often we have to get off the
beaten track and life is not
so comfortable, a bit like the
back of this elephant!

... to leave your comfort behind

... to learn new skills?

We also plan to learn about development
projects that are being carried out by
the mission workers. Here the team
are helping sex ﬁsh at a ﬁsh hatchery
set up by SAO Cambodia.

... to change lives?

The team are working
up a sweat clearing a
drainage ditch by the
side of the Missionary
plane‛s dirt runway in a
remote jungle province.
Other projects have included renovating school buildings
and designing and building
children‛s playgrounds.

... to get your hands dirty?

What are you doing?
Penny Buddell joined her
husband John (see page 3)
on a recent trip to Phnom
Penh. She writes here
about her experiences.

This visit was my own
personalised Mission Awareness
trip, visiting just some of the
projects that HOSEA and ICC have
been involved in, and those that
we have been praying for over the
last 6 years. The visit was only
for 7 days, and 5 days of that was
taken with visits to 9 different
organisations and the various
different projects they run. The
organisations welcomed us and it
was very good to be able to see
and be involved in the ‘street side’
of their work.

sufficient to cover their rice
consumption.
I visited people living with
HIV/AIDS with Intra Deva
Association (IDA), who
care and support families
affected by and infected
with HIV/AIDS within the
community. I went out into
that community past homes
that looked as if they had
been made with planks of wood
from the tip next door, and met
a lady (43) who had been living
on that site since 1979. She had
no electricity, no water and no
sanitation. If you put all her
belongings outside her home, they
would have covered a small rug
- could the same be said of you
or me? I also met a man (42),
who had been an English teacher
but was blinded after an allergic
reaction to TB medication three
years ago who now has to rely on
family to keep and look after him.

I visited prisons with the Prison
Fellowship, hearing about the
plight of the guards, whose
conditions seemed only a little
better than the prisoners; and
learnt about the formation of the
fellowship and the vital work of
I spent time with His Child’s
education that they are offering
Big Bus project, where I helped
the prisoners. I also discovered
shower 15 or 20 street children,
the prisoners’ difficult living
who were then given first aid, a
conditions and heard some of their
Christian message, basic lessons
stories. I was disappointed to find
in numeracy, literacy and hygiene,
13 children under the age of 7, for
Christian singing, bread and love.
whom the prison authority has no
duty of care and who
I could just list all the
have to share their
mothers’ daily rations
hope for organisations that I visited but
that would not tell you of the
and live in the same
the future hope that each organisation
conditions.
has for the future and their
aspiration to improve the lives
I visited Kolab 4,
of their fellow Cambodians. Of
a government run orphanage,
the eagerness of the village people
where we discovered, officially,
and the monks to learn, so that
108 children aged between 6-18,
they may pass on to others, all
sharing sleeping conditions of 40
that they had learnt at the HOSEA
to a room with only beds for 12,
workshops. Of the houseparents
with everyone else sleeping on the
caring for intelligent young people
floor - those being there longest
whose parents are unable to give
got the beds. The support for these
them the education they deserve
children is as little as $5 per head
at Joshua and Deborah House.
a month and that has to cover
Of Bridge of Hope, where I
food, clothing, books for school,
joined a passionate prayer team,
medication - in reality it is barely

covering their colleagues who
go out on the streets ministering
to street children and sharing the
gospel. Or the orphanage, run
by Cambodia for Christ, looking
after 25 children from 3 – 18, the
conditions of which could not have
been more different from Kolab 4,
with purpose built modern facilities
and a Christian church within their
compound. And the Mary Knoll
Organisation where I visited three
different sites, meeting the children
at their lessons and listening with
delight as they sang their hygiene
lessons taken from the HOSEA
DVD; meeting the HIV+ children
in their classes, probably their only
opportunity for education as they
will not be allowed to attend main
stream schooling; and being taken
out on a boat across the flood
fields to another small, non-formal
education class amongst the village
children.
These people need our prayers,
encouragement and support.
After seven hectic days I returned
home, feeling a poorer person
but very much the wiser by the
visit. The plight of the Cambodian
people has touched my heart in a
more deep and meaningful way on
this visit. But what on earth am I
doing for Heaven’s sake? Where
do I start? I have seen so much and
done so little. I have been told that
I can’t do everything - that is true
but I must do something. Doing
nothing is not an option.
Penny Buddell
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Cambodia News

Compiled by John Heard from various reports

Photo G. Collett - Youth Team 2006 in Mondulkiri

Economic Growth

The World Bank and the Economic
Institute of Cambodia have predicted
a high level of GDP growth in
Cambodia for 2006, 8.9 % and 8.5
% respectively, though lower than
2005’s, 13.4 percent. To sustain
this, they recommend diversification
away from reliance on garments and
tourism.
Measuring how the growth translates
into jobs and poverty reduction,
however, is controversial. The
government defines unemployment
as working less than one hour per
week, formally or informally. By
this measure, Cambodia has 0.8%
unemployment, but the EIC estimates
that 85 % hold no formal job.

Demining

A sharp drop in funding has
undermined worldwide demining,
and Cambodia is among those
countries likely to miss targets. The
government agency, the Cambodian
Mine Action Center (CMAC), has
lost a fifth of its US$10 million
funding this year. Cambodia has an
estimated10 million landmines that
kill or maim two people daily.

Military Strength

Following a visit from Liang
Guanglie, chief of general staff of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army,
Cambodia has agreed to reduce its

army by 40,000 down to 70,000, said
Ke Kim Yan, commander-in-chief of
the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces.
Conversely, Cambodia’s national
assembly has voted to introduce
conscription for men aged between
18 and 30 to serve 18 months,
which will increase the numbers.
Opposition politicians say service
should be voluntary, and they think
the government is planning to use this
as a way to counter unemployment,
expected soon to increase since half
the population is currently under 18.

Prince Ranariddh

Cambodia’s royalist FUNCINPEC
party has sacked Prince Norodom
Ranariddh as leader and replaced him
with Keo Puth Rasmey, Cambodia’s
ambassador to Germany and sonin-law of retired King Norodom
Sihanouk. FUNCINPEC plays an
increasingly junior role in coalition
governments dominated by Hun
Sen’s Cambodian People’s Party.

Corruption

Transparency International reports
that Cambodia is ranked 151 of 163
countries in their annual Corruption
Perceptions Index. They define
corruption as “the abuse of public
office for private gain”. Cambodia
earned 2.1 points out of a possible
10, equaling Belarus, Ivory Coast,
Uzbekistan and Equatorial Guinea.

Child Survival

According to the 2005 Cambodia
Demographic and Health Survey,
Cambodia’s child survival rate has
risen in the last five years due to
better nutrition, health care and
increased breast-feeding. Between
2000 and 2005, the infant mortality
rate dropped to 65 from 95 per 1,000
births. Those dying before age 5
decreased from 124 to 83 per 1,000
in the same period.

Bird Flu

In August Cambodia had its second
outbreak of bird flu this year,
confirmed in 1,300 ducks that died
45 miles southeast of Phnom Penh.
There were no immediate reports of
human infections. Most of the 130
people killed by the H5N1 virus,
including six in Cambodia, had close
proximity to infected birds.

Meanwhile . . . Traffic decrees

Cambodian authorities in the capital
have issued a decree warning
motorcyclists that they must use
lights and wing mirrors. Mirrors
are normally discarded to make
squeezing through small spaces
easier. One skeptical lady police
officer said “most drivers with
mirrors are women who use them
for touching up make-up”. Lights
and indicators, often sold by hard up
drivers, would also be enforced.
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