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Editorial - Changes
It was good to have Geoff Larcombe, the former pastor of 
my home church, speaking at the SAO team retreat the other 
week in Kratie, Cambodia.  Geoff has heard so much about 
Cambodia since Carol and I returned to the UK in 1993.  So 
it was quite a shock to me to realise that the Cambodia we 
were looking at was not the one I had described to him over 
the years!  

So much has changed in the Phnom Penh area, even in the 
six months since my last visit, with the better parts of the 
city looking quite developed and tidy with the new middle 
class driving around in cars we would not aspire to in the 
UK.  Geoff L saw his first ever Lamborghini and I spotted 
a new Bentley!  So often I found myself saying to him ‘of 
course this isn’t the real Cambodia’.

We know that Cambodia’s growing wealth is not distributed 
at all equitably and we need to pray that when the oil 
discoveries lead to new money in the next decade, that the 
Nigerian model is not followed.  However it was a reminder 
to me that much is changing and some of it for the better as 
Cambodia rebuilds.  Geoff did get to see rural Cambodia and 
some of the many urban poor too, although a broken Land 
Rover foiled the trip to the tribal minorities region.

Geoff L’s theme for the retreat was an unchanging God in 
a changing world.  The pace of change in some parts of 
Cambodia is phenomenal, almost disorientating.  For some 
of our team members and for the mission itself, the future is 
uncertain and it is good to know that we can rely on a God 
who will never be any different.

Geoff Collett
Executive Director

Front cover main photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

Give thanks for the life of Kay Davies 
Kay was working at Hope School, Phnom Penh when the 
Lord unexpectedly took her home recently.  We are grateful 
for the contribution she made to the lives of some of our team 
children and pray for her husband David, friends and family as 
they come to terms with her death and their loss, (see page 6).

Please pray for the Youth Team
The 2007 Youth Team will be visiting Cambodia between 
the 9th and the 30th of July.  They will be building play 
equipment in a village kindergarden, running a music 
workshop and helping in outreaches run in partnership with 
Cambodian christians.  Please uphold Suzanne, Anna, Luke, 
Dave, Sarah as well as Sarah Johnston (SAO team leader), in 
your prayers (for health, safety and a good witness).



It was a privilege to meet the SAO 
team, all of whom are involved 
in significant kingdom ministry.  
They’re superb people and I enjoyed 
the stimulus of our Retreat weekend 
together by the river Mekong at 
Kratie, 200 miles by road from 
Phnom Penh.  The children had a 
great time, aided by Sarah Johnston 
plus Rob and Sam, two 18 year olds 

from Exeter.  In the adult sessions 
we explored together what it means 
to trust in an unchanging God in a 
context which is constantly changing.

We looked at the challenges 
confronting us in a world of rapid 
change, including frequent changes 
in work situations and relationships.  
How do we handle 
these changes, 
particularly those 
that are unwelcome 
or imposed on us?  We need to 
understand change, handle it wisely 
and introduce it sensitively.  And we 
need to welcome the change God 
wants to bring about in our own 
lives as we grow in maturity.  All 
this against the backdrop of a secure  
relationship with the Lord Jesus, who 
is unchanging (Hebrews 13:8) and 

can be fully trusted to 
fulfil His purpose for us.
A highlight was a visit 
to a village outside the 
city where the ACTS 
(Assisting Children 
Towards School) 
programme is being launched, and the 
summer youth team will build another 
children’s playground in July.

It was good to sit 
in on Sarah Chinn’s 
training day for her 
new SKY staff team 
in child protection, 
and to sense 
the enthusiastic 
commitment of 
the team to be 
equipped for the 
task of helping 
young people as 
they launch out into 
the world from the 
security of their 

orphanage homes.

I enjoyed visiting Hope School, 
where the staff (including Mark and 
Jane Prothero) are so fully committed 
to the children in their care, enabling 
many expats from all over the world 
to fulfil their calling to serve the 
Khmer people.

The SAO folk in Cambodia are 
a great bunch of people.  They 
deserve your ongoing support, 

encouragement and prayers.

All those engaged in cross-cultural 
mission in a tropical climate face 
demanding needs and testing 
circumstances.  The SAO team are 
no exception.  They are all highly 
motivated and committed people.  
Otherwise they would not be in 

Cambodia.  But they sometimes 
struggle with issues of health, 
relationships, financial pressures… 
like the rest of us.  Pray that they 
will be kind to themselves, and take 
time to relax, to be with friends.  Yes, 
they’re ‘purpose driven’ in a good 
sense; but their true security is not in 
what they achieve by God’s grace.  
It’s in who they are as His children 
in relationship with Him.  And in that 
sense they’re just like you 
and me.    
      Geoff Larcombe

The SAO team were blessed by the ministry 
of Geoff Larcombe at their recent team retreat 
in Kratie on the banks of the Mekong.  Geoff 
writes down some reflections on his visit.

Geoff, to the right of the guitarist, with some of the SAO team at the retreat

It was good to sit 
in on Sarah Chinn’s 
training day for her 
new SKY staff team 
in child protection, 
and to sense 
the enthusiastic 
commitment of 
the team to be 

Sam and Rob from the UK, with some of the SAO children during the retreat
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The SAO team on retreat 

A Cambodian Church Visit

90% of the people in the packed 
building must have been under 25 
years old.  It  was a Sunday morning 
and I was sitting cross-legged on 
the floor beside Herry.  He’d taken 
me (Geoff) to this particular church 
in Phnom Penh.  There were only a 
couple of other ex-pats present, and 
it looked as if they were related to 
local people.

After a vibrant time of worship, the 
pastor’s wife spoke from Proverbs 
31 about the role of a mother.  The 
whole service was a celebration 
of Mother’s Day.   Young people 
performed brilliant and funny drama; 
folk gave thanks for their mothers; 
four grannies were presented with 
gifts; a blind couple sang a beautiful, 
haunting, traditional Khmer song to 
the accompaniment of a drum.  I was 
so thankful to be present, to absorb 
the joy, enthusiasm and commitment 
of a Khmer church to the Lord Jesus 
and to one another.

understanding 
change
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We are aware that many of you are 
praying for our family for which 
we are very grateful.  But at the 
same time you may be wondering 
how we are doing; so here is a 
brief up date of our life and time 
in the UK.

It is almost three years since 
our family came to England 
and all this time we continue to 
experience God’s faithfulness and 
care.  The fi rst evidence of God’s 
providence was the invitation 
received from Redcliffe College to 
be a resident visiting scholar.  This 
invitation was facilitated by SAO 
and came at a time when we were 
desperately looking for budget 
accommodation in the UK and if 
not for this invitation, perhaps, we 
might not have been able to come 
in the fi rst place.  Thank you SAO 
for taking up our cause and thank 
you Redcliffe for the invite!

We are also grateful to our 
supporting church in Hong Kong 
who is sponsoring the major bulk 
of our fi nancial needs while here 
in the UK.

Time at Redcliffe enabled us to 
ease into the British environment, 
and we soon settled into the 

“English 
life”.  We also 
found a lively 
local church 
who warmly 
welcomed and 
made us feel at 
home. 

The children were delighted at 
their fi rst experience of seeing 
and playing in snow covered 
mountains during our fi rst 
Christmas in the UK.  At School 
they quickly adapted and are 
progressing very well.

My wife, Aren, is working part 
time to supplement our income. 
She enjoys her work and the 
chance to work in a 
secular environment 
- making new friends 
and being the ‘salt and 
light’. 

Wati enjoyed his teaching 
experience at Redcliffe College 
and the interaction with all 
those people eagerly preparing 
themselves to go into mission. 
We are glad that both of us were 
able to share our mission fi eld 
experiences and contribute, in 
whatever small measure, to their 
preparations. 

One of Wati’s unforgettable UK 
experience would certainly be the 
opportunity he got to participate 
at the 2005 Spring Harvest in 
Skegness where he co-led one of 
the discussion groups.  Attending 
the Spring Harvest also impressed 
upon Wati that, contrary to some 
people’s assertion, there are still 
substantial number of ardent 
evangelical in the UK, numerous 
and faithful enough to infl uence 
the British society.  

In terms of his research his main 
obstacle and challenge is  the 
dearth of resources in his area of 

study.  He is researching on the 
impact of the foreign mission 
agencies on the Cambodian 
Church and there is hardly any 
books written in this fi eld. This 
lack of resources while posing a 
problem is also the motivation for 
his study for he understands that 
if he does succeed his study will 
immensely help the Cambodian 
church.  In the absence of written 
resources he is relying very much 
on fi eld surveys and interviews.

The Future:

Our Family is preparing to return 
to Cambodia by end July where 
Wati will resume teaching at 
Phnom Penh Bible College. Apart 
from teaching his other roles are 
not yet assigned but one thing is 
clear that he will not take up any 
administrative responsibilities 

which is a relief and hopefully 
will give him more time to 
complete his research.

Phnom Penh Bible College, 
by the way, has upgraded its 

study programme to include a 
baccalaureate programme, hence 
the change in its name also, from 
‘school’ to ‘college’. By 2010, we 
hope to have introduced a Master 
programme, and Wati is expected 
to be involved in its planning and 
curriculum design. 

Aren hopes to be involved in 
some form of ministry relating 
to children but do not yet have a 
clear vision as to what it would be, 
though she has already received 
some invitations. 

The boys have got admissions at 
the Hope International School, 
Phnom Penh and are looking 
forward to returning and meeting 
their ‘old friends’.  However, they 
will need a lot of spiritual and 
emotional support as they slowly 
begin to ‘de-connect’ with the life 
in the UK – friends, climate food 
etc – and prepare to ‘re-connect’ 
with life in Cambodia. 
  Wati Longkumer

Back to Bible College

Playing in 
the snow

Many of you will remember that Wati 
Longkumer has taught at the Phnom Penh Bible 
College (formerly School), Phnom Penh since 
1996, and with his family is now in UK for 
Wati’s research studies. He is enrolled at the 
Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, Oxford.  The 
Longkumer’s originate in Nagaland, North India.

We are aware that many of you are 
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ICC Board
The ICC Board said goodbye to Bill Hampton 
of SIL, who has been on the Board for six years 
and Chairman for the last four. He has steered 
the partnership through the growing pains as we 
coped with the many changes and challenges 
that came our way.  His calm, inclusive approach 
will be sorely missed.  He will be completing 
his own assignment in Thailand before returning 
with his family to the United States.

His place on the board will be taken by Brian 
Spoelman, serving in Penang, Malaysia with SIL.

The Board has been tackling the implementation of a new method of policy governance which 
should make us all much more efficient in our contribution to the life of ICC.  Our task is to set the 
boundaries within which ICC must operate, giving guidance to the Executive Director as we safe 
guard the vision of the agencies who are the owners of the partnership.

THE NEW BOARD CHAIR - GEOFF COLLETT
Bill’s replacement is our own Geoff Collett, who has already chaired his first meeting, within days 
of Bill stepping down!  PRAY for Geoff who wears many hats for SAO and for ICC too.  Ask 
God to give Geoff wisdom as he leads ICC through another time of local leadership change and 
organisational change as ICC adapts to the evolving situations in Cambodia.

Noel Ilagen (the current ICC Director) presents Bill Hampton with a leaving  gift.

Sarah Chhin has just started leading 
a new project with ICC called SKY.  
This time its an acronym in Khmer 
which in English is something about 
Young Adult Orphans!

Orphanages in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, have a low capacity 
to prepare Young Adult Orphans 
(YAOs) for an independent life 
outside the institution.  The pilot 
year of Project SKY (2007) will 
determine the situation and needs of 
YAOs preparing to leave orphanages 

and shelters in 
Phnom Penh, 
while building 
relationships 
with potential 
partners.  Various research 
methods will be used, 
including workshops and 
interviews.

Future Vision
The  pilot year will be filled 
with activities designed 

to involve the direct and indirect 
beneficiaries in making plans for the 
project’s 1st implementation phase 
(2008-2009).  Unless the needs and 
situations of all those involved are 
known and understood, a project 
cannot hope to reach its objective in 
any satisfactory way.

The first priority of alternative 
care, in accordance with the 
Stockholm Declaration of 2003, is 
for orphans and vulnerable children 

to be fostered by blood relatives.  
Interviews with facility directors 
will seek to discover whether YAOs 
have an ongoing relationship with 
relatives and YAOs will also be 
asked how they see the role of their 
biological relatives in the future.  
Project SKY recognises that some 
YAOs will wish to live in Phnom 
Penh in the future, however there is 
a strong possibility that others may 
wish to return to villages.  

In the long term, this could lead 
to children younger than those 
targeted by Project SKY being able 
to return to their biological families 
or communities of origin.  This is 
the type of deinstitutionalisation and 
reintegration that Project SKY would 
ultimately hope to see.

A New Project

Dina, Chamnit, Kunthea and Sarah - the new SKY team 

Phnom Penh, 
while building 
relationships 
with potential 

Dina, Chamnit, Kunthea and Sarah - the new SKY team 
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Our family settled into life here 
in Phnom Penh remarkably easily 
– our skills as teachers were easily 
transferred, we found friends from 
around the globe, our home is 
great for the four of us, along with 
various lodgers we seem to acquire 
regularly, and the two oldest have 
lost some weight while the two 
youngest have gained some! We 
can communicate in a functional 
way in a language that bears no 
resemblance to anything we know.  
God must be smiling at us and we 
are quite happy to accept that.  We 
keep expecting life to be tough, 
but thanks to people’s prayers and 
support, it has been great so far.

However, April was a sad month 
due to the sudden death of our 
neighbour, colleague and friend, 
Kay, and since that day we have 
been learning so much more 

about Cambodian 
culture, leaving 
us with many 
questions and not 
so many answers.  
The response of 
our Cambodian 
Christian friends 
to death (and 

particularly that of an expatriate) 
shocked us, as we wrongly 
assumed Christian communities 
would be similar anywhere in 
the world, and the sense of joy 
and peace that comes from an 
assurance of eternal life 
in heaven would be cross 
cultural.  It was not.

I suppose the death of 
a foreigner is unusual 
in itself, as most people 
would become sick, return 
home and spend their last days 
surrounded by their close family.  
The suddenness of a stroke upset 
many people whose lives had been 
touched by Kay, including her 
moto driver and her tuk tuk driver 
who responded like they had lost a 
close family member, and the man 
who brings the filtered water who 

cried last week when I told him.  
They all turned out at a service at 
school, where we thanked God for 
her life, and the impact she had 
made. However, concerns were 
expressed that we should sing 
praises to God for Kay’s life rather 
than wailing in mourning.  Our 
pastor spoke about Thessalonians 
Chapter 4, and the promises of 
eternal life for those who love 
God, and several Cambodian 
Christians commented that it was 
the first time the gospel message 
had been presented that way.

Khmer people were keen to view 
Kay’s body as their customary way 
of saying goodbye.  They also felt 

that someone should 
guard her to make sure 
no bad spirits left her 
before the funeral.  
The idea of taking her 
away to embalm and 
then to fly her back to 

the UK to possibly be cremated 
was so culturally different that our 
Cambodian Christian staff wanted 
her to be buried in Cambodia.  If 
a Christian wants a cremation 
here, it has to be performed in 
a Buddhist temple because the 
culture is for all Christians to be 
buried. 

Some Christian Khmer staff were 
frightened to go into the classroom 
where Kay taught for fear of her 
spirits, and would have much 
preferred us to bring in some 
Buddhist monks to move the 
spirits on.  They were convinced 
they could hear her talking and 
moving around, so we had several 
conversations about the spiritual 
world, which highlighted the huge 
cultural differences in our shared 
faith.  Many of these friends found 
it incredibly difficult to separate 
their faith from their cultural 
background.  One question which 
has arisen is what aspects of our 
faith and the way we express it 
are biblical and what is culturally 
specific to our home country?  
How much of what we regard 
as part of our Christian heritage 

Mark and Jane Prothero, with Eden and 
Alfie, are working in Hope School, serving the 
mission community by providing an education 
for their children. They both have senior 
management roles ands well as teaching. They 
will be home in the UK for a short while over 
the summer for a well earned break. 

A Not so Normal Month

they had lost 
a close family 

member
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in England is simply cultural 
baggage? 

Our house helper did not return 
to work for a long time because 
Kay had stayed with us when she 
arrived, and therefore there would 
be spirits in our house.  However, 
this gave Alfie, our six year old, 
the opportunity to pray earnestly 
for her return, and when she 
eventually came back to work he 
ran outside and hugged her, telling 
her in his childhood Khmer that he 
was so happy to see her return and 
he had asked God for her to do so. 
I came home to share lunch with 
her and had a fantastic opportunity 
to talk, in my very limited Khmer, 
about my faith.   Vee claimed to be 
scared of ghosts but more scared 
of her older sister.  Her sister also 
works at school and had given her 
good talking to! What started as a 
real fear became a chance to feel 
very loved and wanted, and she 
has been able to work since then.  

The four of us are delighted she is 
back – life is so much easier with 
someone who loves the children 
and plays with them, and who 
helps us so much with cooking, 
cleaning, shopping  gardening, 
washing, ironing and language 
development.

Kay’s husband made several 
decisions under the ongoing 
scrutiny of Khmer colleagues and 
friends – it was a difficult time for 
him but God really used him as a 
demonstration of heavenly peace 
and reassurance.  He returned 
to work immediately, wanting 
to be busy, and it was a joy and 
delight to be around him at his 
time of great grief.  He was able to 
demonstrate a true understanding 
of the peace of God which passes 
all understanding. 

We feel sad to have lost such 
a special friend, but we were 
so privileged to have done so 

in the context of a Christian 
school, where we could publicly 
acknowledge her life and thank 
God for it.  The way Hope 
School responded was moving, 
appropriate, and Kay would have 
loved to have seen people praising 
God for allowing us to know her. 
Eden and Alfie miss their adopted 
Cambodia Grandma, but have 
grasped an understanding of the 
Bible in a very real way.  Eden 
has explained the idea of our body 
being an earthly house, just useful 
to us whilst we live here on earth, 
and both she and Alfie are quite 
excited that God is preparing a 
room for them – Alfie is hoping 
for a blue mosquito net and a 
game boy, Eden wants to see her 
Grandpa again. 

Kay impacted many lives here in 
Cambodia. We are honoured that 
our four lives were included.
  Jane Prothero 

Are you a Teacher? 

Hope School, where Mark and Jane work, is a Christian School, serving the expat 
community.  They need some staff for August this year!

Position:   Science / geography teacher
Position:   Part time music teacher 
Position:   Elementary teacher for a 5 month placement from August to December

Contact Geoff Collett, g.collett@saocambodia.org for more information.

The ICC team retreat needs a children’s programme 

Do you know a group of three to six people who might be willing to come to the 
ICC team retreat in Cambodia this November (3rd - 6th) to run the childrens’ 
programme?

There are about 20 children in the expat team, from all nationalities, although English is the common 
language.  We need some self-funded Christian volunteers to come to run a Bible based programme 
of fun events (something like a church holiday club) whilst the adults have their own programme.  
The retreat will probably be in Siem Reap, you could combine your work with an opportuinity to see 
Angkor Wat, one of the most beautiful buildings in the world.
Contact Geoff Collett, g.collett@saocambodia.org for more information.

C
a
n

y
o
u

h
e
l
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?
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more pressing unmet needs. Their 
youngest daughter was sick. At a year 
old she looked mal-nourished, lack 
lustre and her growth was stunted. 
Eager for help they told us that she 
had a fever, cough and was being 
sick. She had been unwell for about 
a month but they had been unable to 
see a doctor as they could not afford 
it and upon further questioning it 
appeared that the nearest doctor was 
approx 20 kms. When confronted 
with this need the team arranged for 
the doctor to come to see the little girl 
and covered the cost of her medicines 
which amounted to approx $25, a 

small amount in our terms.  It often 
seems like what we are doing is like 
a drop in the ocean, however we need 
to remember that we have been able 
to help this one family.
       Lucy Luget

The Mission Direct 
Team builds some houses

Our time in Cambodia has been both 
rewarding and challenging.  Working 
out in the villages in Kompong Thom 
Province has given us an insight into 
the day to day challenges for rural 
Khmer people. Being welcomed 
into the lives of the Cambodian 
families has been humbling as we 
have experienced their warmth and 
hospitality and other times has been 
overwhelming as confronted with 
so much need.  In team two we had 
an hour long daily journey into the 
village of Chukrandool along a pot-
holed dirt track crossing rickety 
wooden bridges and passing carts 
pulled by oxen and ponies. The house 
we were replacing was a tiny hut, 
with no roof and just a small area 
for the family of two parents, seven 
children aged between 19 and one 
year and a two-year old grandson. As 
we helped the builders with painting 
and passing tiles to the roof we 
always drew a crowd of children and 
adults from the village in fascination 
of the foreigners!

The family 
were keen 
to try to 
help too, 
delighted at 
the gift of 
having their 
house re-
built. They 
welcomed 
us warmly; 
however we 

were quickly confronted with their 

Mission Direct, in 
partnership with SAO 
Cambodia, sent three teams 
to Cambodia this year.  They 
were kept busy helping local 
Christians to construct four 
houses for destitute families 
living in poor housing.  Lucy 
reports on their experience.

small amount in our terms.  It often 

The family 
were keen 
to try to 
help too, 
delighted at 
the gift of 
having their 
house re-
built. They 
welcomed 
us warmly; 
however we 

built. They 

Are you interested in joining 
a Mission Direct work team?

Two week teams are being planned 
for the following dates in 2008
22nd Dec - 5th Jan
12th - 27th Jan
2nd - 17th Feb
23rd Feb - 9th Mar
Contact Geoff Collett, 
g.collett@saocambodia.org for 
more information.
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A number of SAO Affiliates also work in Cambodia.

Marie Hill: Running a craft business in Siem Reap and 
helping the street children and amputees

Nigel and Millet Goddard: Working for World Vision.

Pam Lucas:  Language learning and helping in health 
projects.

Zoe Myall: Running Potters Place, a Missionary retreat 
centre.

Katherine Hodson: Shortly to start work in Logos 
International School as a teacher.

Dave and Laura Vann: working with the Artisans 
Association of Cambodia and a peer led youth outreach

Glynn and Tory Barrow from 
Weymouth.
Glynn is the ICC Finance Manager 
and coordinator for the Dental Faculty 
Language programme.  Tory home 
schools their seven children.

How we spent 
the money in 2006

INCOME (£)

Donations  284,230.30
Interest          2,143.31
                  -------------
Total          286,373.61

EXPENDITURE (£)

Admin        25,958.22
Publicity     13,742.09
UK staff      68,674.89
Operations 171,868.30
                  -------------
Total          280,243.50

Bal Carried forward
                     6,130.13

If anyone wants detailed accounts 
then these are available on 
application to our office.

Of course these bare figures do not 
reveal the countless lives that the 
work of SAO Cambodia has touched 
over the year.  

From Street children in Phnom 
Penh, to tribal minorities in 
Ratanakiri.  From micro enterprise 
projects in the villages to child care 
workers in Buddhist temples.  From 
the children of foreign missionaries 
to prisoners without hope.  All have 
been given a chance to see the love 
of Christ through the work of the 
SAO team.

The million dollars required to 
fund the projects across Cambodia 
that we are involved in with our 
partners under ICC, comes from 
large funding partners.  But most 
of the support  that keeps our team 
in country comes from you, our 
supporters.  We are grateful for the 
generous and sacrificial giving that 
you have been able to make.  

God has given you an opportunity 
and the resources to participate in 
his work and we pray that He will 
guide you clearly as you seek His 
will in how to respond to the many 
needs there are around the world.

THIS YEAR - SO FAR
We have not had any significant one 
off gifts this year and our coffers are 
now virtually empty.  Can I encourage 
you all to consider prayerfully how 
you might respond to the need to keep 
our staff in the field.  

Perhaps you could review your 
regular giving and see if you have 
increased it in line with inflation.  If 
not then the value of your giving has 
been eroding as time goes by.  If you 
are a tax payer, check that you have 
given us a Gift Aid form to enable us 
to add 28% to your giving courtesy 
of the Inland Revenue.  Perhaps you 
could read the panel on the adjacent 
page and see if you feel challenged to 
start supporting another team member 
in their work.

We look forward to continue to work 
with you to serve God in Cambodia.

LEGACIES
In 2004 we were blessed 
by the provision of 
£126,000 in legacies, In 
2005 this was £10,000 
and in 2006, £70,000.  
Have you considered 
making a legacy to SAO 
Cambodia in your will?
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Your donations make you a crucial part of God’s work in Cambodia.  
Our staff are only able to work there because of your generous 
support.  However, we are seriously short of funding at  present, 
so please consider the amount you give.  Take a look at the many 
roles and activities the team are involved in.  If you would 
like to support one of these works by contributing to the 
costs of our staff then please send your donations to our 
Bawtry office, with a note to indicate who you would like 
to support.  Between us we hope to continue to bless the 
people of Cambodia as He has blessed us. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! - Funding Opportunities

like to support one of these works by contributing to the 
costs of our staff then please send your donations to our 
Bawtry office, with a note to indicate who you would like 
to support.  Between us we hope to continue to bless the 
people of Cambodia as He has blessed us. 

Mark and Jane Prothero
from Leeds.  

Management and teaching 
at Hope International Christian 

school, serving the Mission 
community.

Jez and Jacqui Heasman from 
Gosport.  
Jez is leading a large programme 
of projects helping the tribal 
minorities with health, food 
security and education.  Jacqui 

is involved in supporting 
the team in 
Human Resource 
Development.

Herry and Susie from 
Indonesia.
Herry is the Associate 
Director of ICC 
responsible for oversight 
of development projects, 
he also advises on 
a microenterprise 
development project.  
Susie is working with 
a language school and 
with street children.

Graham and Deth Symons from Norwich 
and Cambodia.
Graham is working in management for the 
Prison Fellowship of Cambodia and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia.  Deth 
is Project Director for our Child Care worker 
training project.

Elaine Richmond, UK Office.  
Financial management and 
administration.

Pola and Sarah Chhin, from Cambodia 
and Seaford.  
Pola manages building work, usually for 
the Mission community.  Sarah has just 
started a new project helping young adult 
orphans integrate into society.

Sarah Johnston, 
UK Office.
Youth and 
Publicity Officer.

Geoff Collett, UK Office.  
SAO Executive Director, 
ICC Board Chairman, and 
SAO Personnel officer.

Ivor Greer, UK Office.
Operations Director and 
Office Manager.

Bank details and contact address can be found Bank details and contact address can be found 
on the inside front cover. Visit our web site for on the inside front cover. Visit our web site for 
Gift Aid/Standing order forms  www.saocambodia.orgwww.saocambodia.org
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Infrastructure
Cambodia plans to build a new 
seaport in Sihanoukville between 
2007 to 2012, to meet rising import 
and export demand, announced 
Prime Minister Hun Sen. The 
project will be implemented by a 
Cambodian-Japanese joint venture.  
The government also plans to seek 
US$2.5 billion international help to 
develop the road system over the next 
20 years, to reduce poverty, increase 
communication and improve safety.  
Road accidents are the third largest 
killer after AIDS and mines.

Economy
According to the International 
Monetary Fund, Cambodia’s economy 
performed excellently in 2006.  The 
IMF said real GDP grew by around 
10.5% in 2006, one of the highest in 
Asia.  Inflation fell, expenditure was 
restrained and revenue grew strongly.  
Reserves of US$1billion increased 10-
fold since 1994.  However, Cambodia 
is still one of the  poorest countries, 
where 35 percent of its 14 million 

people live below a daily poverty line 
of 30 pence. 

Local Elections
According to results announced by 
the National Election Committee 
(NEC), the ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) won 1,591 out of 1621 
seats.  The Sam Rainsy Party (SRP) 
won 28, and the co-ruling Funcinpec 
Party won 2. Officials said the vote 
was largely free of the violence that 
had plagued previous polls.  The SRP, 
cited unresolved complaints over 
voting irregularities but their leader 
Sam Rainsy  said “. . . .we need to 
work together ... in the interests of the 
people. We are not enemies”.

Khmer Rouge Trials
Trials for the former leaders of the 
Khmer Rouge have moved a step closer 
after Cambodia’s Bar Association 
dropped a demand that foreign lawyers 
should pay thousands of dollars in fees. 
This had been the main sticking point 
and the way is nearly clear for the 
special courts to start work in earnest.  

The Extraordinary 
Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC) was set 
up by the UN last 
year.  The courts 
have agreed a 
complex blending 
of international and 
Cambodian law.  
Up to 2 million 
Cambodians died 
during the Khmer 
Rouge regime, but 
most prime trial 
candidates remain 
at large, with many 
ill and elderly. Their 

leader, Pol Pot, died in 1998.

Bird Flu
Cambodia has confirmed a new 
outbreak of bird flu among poultry in 
a family’s backyard farm 77 mile east 
of the capital Phnom Penh, becoming 
the kingdom’s seventh fatality from the 
H5N1 virus.  The country was praised 
by the UN for its rapid action against 
the outbreak, but the virus could go 
undetected in countless small family 
farms.  The World Health Organisation 
says the deadly H5N1 strain has 
infected more than 290 people and 
killed 171 of them, mostly in Southeast 
Asia, since 2003.

Human Rights
A report by special UN Human 
Rights representative Yash Ghai, has 
highlighted Cambodia’s failure to 
protect basic liberties, saying “. . .  
deliberate and systemic violations of 
human rights have become central to 
the government’s hold over power”.   
The report stated that Cambodia fell 
into the same category as North Korea, 
Cuba, China and Afghanistan, worse 
countries being Burma, Iran and Laos.

Ecology Threat
Increasing population and over-
exploitation of fisheries and wildlife 
pose a dire threat to the Tonle Sap, or 
“Great Lake,” the largest freshwater 
lake in Southeast Asia.  Hun Sen 
said “Cambodia could face a serious 
environmental disaster.”   Clearing of 
forest land for agriculture is resulting 
in seepage of fertilizer and pesticides, 
creating serious environmental 
problems.  The lake supports over 1 
million people, among the poorest in 
Cambodia, and provides 70 percent of 
total fish consumed. 

Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC) was set 
up by the UN last 
year.  The courts 
have agreed a 
complex blending 
of international and 
Cambodian law.  
Up to 2 million 
Cambodians died 
during the Khmer 
Rouge regime, but 
most prime trial 
candidates remain 
at large, with many 
ill and elderly. Their 

Cambodia News Compiled by John Heard from various reports

Photo courtesy of Geoff Collett

An Irrawady dolphin in the Mekong river, now extinct in the Tonle 
Sap, this is one of only 170 left in Cambodia


