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Land Prices
Cambodian Prime Minister, Mr Hun 
Sen, claims his strong leadership 
is the the reason for the sharp 
rise in land prices.  He warns his 
replacement could cause the market 
to crumble.  

“(You) have to know that the peace 
existing in the country is a result 
of political stability which is a 
very important factor causing the 
land price to rise. But, (you) have 
to know these prices will sharply 
decline if you choose another leader 
who does not ensure stability and 
peace,” he was quoted as saying.

An opposition party leader replied 
that land prices also rely on the 
economic activities of the country.

Electricity prices
The World Bank has announced 
that it will grant $33.5 million 
for improving power supplies in 
Cambodia and neighbouring Laos.  
These two countries currently 
pay among the highest tariffs for 
electricity in the world and so 
should see their power bills drop 
dramatically.

Economic inequality
Prime Minister, Hun Sen, admitted 
that his government had been 
less than perfect in implementing 
policies to head off growing social 
and economic inequalities and 
asked the World Bank for help 
in correcting the imbalance.  He 
acknowledged that growth had so far 
benefited only a small percentage of 
people, which could be a catalyst for 
social unrest. 

External critics have pointed to the 
high levels of corruption and had 
encouraged the government to pass 

anti-corruption laws. The law has 
so far not been tabled before the 
National Assembly despite promises 
by the government to donors that it 
would be unveiled last year.

Oil bonanza?
Two years after discovering oil 
off its coast, uncertainty clouds 
Cambodia’s nascent petroleum 
sector, with analysts saying it is 
impossible to gauge the extent of 
the country’s fuel deposits or their 
impact on one of the world’s poorest 
economies.  Predictions of vast new 
wealth are now being reconsidered, 
with some international institutions 
already drastically scaling back 
previous estimates of a billion 
barrels of oil.

Even Prime Minister Hun Sen 
has tempered earlier claims that 
the country would begin tapping 
oil by 2010, saying last week that 
Cambodia’s petroleum prospects 
were now “uncertain”.  “Oil under 
the sea is still a dream,” he said.
Diplomats have reacted with caution 
to Cambodia’s possible petroleum 
windfall amid rising hopes that 
annual revenues would dwarf the 
current budget and pull the country 
out of poverty.

Khmer Rouge Trials
An ex-Khmer Rouge prison chief 
has been charged with crimes 
against humanity by the UN-backed 
tribunal in Cambodia. Kang Kek 
Ieu, also known as Duch, was in 
charge of the notorious S21 jail in 
the country’s capital, Phnom Penh, 
where around 17,000 people died.

Duch is the first of five suspects 
whom prosecutors have asked the 
tribunal to investigate over their role 
in the brutal Khmer Rouge regime. 

The others include Nuon Chea 
(Brother No.2), Khieu Samphan 
(former KR President), and Ieng 
Sary (former KR Foreign Minister) 
and a relative of Ta Mok.  Duch had 
been in military custody for eight 
years and it was a simple matter to 
transfer him to the special courts. 
But other Khmer Rouge figures have 
been living freely in Cambodia - and 
may prove more difficult to track 
down.   But the two most senior 
Khmer Rouge leaders will never be 
brought to trial. 

“Brother Number One” Pol Pot, the 
founder and leader of the regime, 
died in a camp along the border 
with Thailand in 1998, and Ta Mok, 
the regime’s military commander 
and one of Pol Pot’s most ruthless 

henchmen, died last year. 

Duch had worked for Christian 
Agencies after the war and has made 
a profession of Christian faith.

Football
After their 6-0 drubbing by India 
in the Nehru cup, the Cambodian 
football team put on their best 
performance in a long while, losing 
to Kyrgyzstan by the narrowest of 
margins.  They went down 4-3 after 
failing to capitalise on a last minute 
opportunity.  In a latter match they 
drew 1-1 with Bangladesh.

Prisoners photographed prior to execution in S21
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Editorial - Thanks to those who support us

This is an occasion to express thanks to the folks who 
stood beside us during the recent financial shortfall.  Your 
sacrificial giving is really welcome, as is the giving of all 
those who have faithfully supported the work of the Mission 
over the years.

We are grateful to God for the way that He continues to 
guide and provide.  A major part of the provision was a 
legacy, which unknown to us had already been allocated 
in the will of one of our long term supporters who recently 
went to be with Him.  God knew of our need and was setting 
things in place even before we asked.

One lady told us that she felt God had prompted her to give 
the little she could afford and that He would multiply it a 
hundred times.  When Elaine returned to the office with the 
small donation she discovered the cheque from the legacy in 
the post.

So we continue to trust Him as we serve His purposes in the 
country of Cambodia.
  
“So if you faithfully obey the commands I am giving to you 
today; to obey the Lord your God and to serve Him with all 
your heart and all your soul, then I will send rain on your 
land in its season, ..., so that you may gather in your grain, 
new wine and oil.
Deut 11 v13-14

       Geoff Collett Executive Director

Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

Nimul and Thavy
Two young ladies from the RAJANA project (see opposite) 
hope to be visiting the UK soon, if visas are granted. They 
will be sharing about their work and lives, talking about 
the RAJANA products and how they are manufactured, in 
a variety of locations in the UK.  Look for their speaking 
itinerary on the SAO website at www.saocambodia.org

Please pray that their first journey outside of Cambodia goes 
smoothly; 
that they are 
able to share 
the messages 
that God 
wants and 
that they 
keep fit and 
well.
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Nimul Thavy
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Every tourist in Phnom Penh heads 
for the so-called Russian market, 
for their souvenir shopping and a 
taste of how the average Phnom 
Penh resident shops.  After ten 
exhausting minutes roasting in 
the Russian Market, they can then 
pop into RAJANA to remember 
what relaxed shopping feels like.  
They won’t be disappointed.  
RAJANA is fulfilling its mission 
to help young people gain skills in 
handicrafts production 
and marketing, as well 
as providing a market 
for Cambodian artisans 
to sell their products.  

RAJANA has long 
been known for 
jewellery.  Today five 
silversmiths make rings, pendants, 
earrings and bangles, from sterling 
silver and recycled bombshells.  
Their breezy workshop above the 
RAJANA shop is always buzzing 
with the energy of the staff who 
work in that space, forging the 
most gorgeous pieces.  

For the past three years they 
have been making their jewellery 
designs also from recycled 
brass bombshells, which are 
still being uncovered from the 
Vietnam War.  Bearing English, 
Russian and Chinese languages, 
unbelievably these are available as 
far from the Vietnamese border as 
Kampong Speu towards the west 
of the country.  Choosing to wear 
beautiful jewellery made from the 
weapons of destruction is a clear 
antiwar statement.  Manager Sabay 
commented, “When I find the 
bombs for our smiths I feel we are 
showing the world we now live in 
a peaceful country.”

Many Rajana staff are familiar 
with the anatomy of bombs, and 
bullets, and what they do.  The 
youngest silversmith said, “I don’t 

want to see bombs in Cambodia 
any more because my relatives 
told me how the bombing killed 
my grandfather and other relatives.  
Many holes from the big bombs 
are now lotus ponds or fish ponds.”

An older manager 
commented “When I 
lived in Battambang 
province I saw the 
bridge explode with 
the big truck on it, full 
of illegal logs.  The 
Khmer Rouge had put 
a one ton bomb under 

the bridge, and all the people fell 
to the ground in terror because 
the Khmer Rouge had arrived 
again.”  Another longtime staff 
member added, “I think of the 
wartime when my father was shot 
dead killed in the night as he was 
suspected of being a spy.  I was 
8 years old, very young.  When I 
saw he was dead, I knew nothing, 
only to cry.  When I look at the 
bullets I think about how they 
killed my father”  

The handicrafts sector seems to 
be growing exponentially right 
now in Cambodia, new shops and 
initiatives come with each year, 
and there is a corresponding rise 
in quality and design.  Rajana 
has been around for a long time, 
always seeking to better implement 
Fair Trade ethics, while trying to 
find ways to value Cambodia’s 
many cultural riches.  Growing 
slowly over the past eleven years, 
and proudly existing and growing 
only on money from what they 
sold, Rajana has now localised 
with over 30 staff, four shops in 
three centres, and a proud and firm 
commitment to Cambodian raw 
materials and cultural inspirations.  
Rajana sell products they produce 
on-site but also act as a conduit 
for village producers, helping 
talented but often poor artisans to 
connect to local and international 
clients.  In days where Fair Trade 
can sometimes be just another 
sales angle, Rajana really do trade 
fairly with the many village-based 
producers who they buy from.  

RAJANA 

A RAJANA Seamstress at work

The RAJANA project was set up in the mid nineties by 
SAO’s Marie Hill.  The concept was to enable young 
Cambodians to learn traditional craft skills to provide 
them with a livelihood as well as to act as an outlet for 
other producers.  The project has grown and now has 
several shops around the country and exports abroad.

making 
jewellery from 

bombshells
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Brian Maher brushes with the law
Brian works at the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia’s Youth Commission as an 
advisor to the Director.   He has written for us a number of times updating us on the 
state of the Cambodian Church.  In June he decide to join a protest against the unfair 
trials of two young men jailed for  murder.  He writes about the day that followed.

Three years ago, influential 
Union Leader, Chea Vichea was 
assassinated across the street from 
one of our old residences. He was 
very vocal concerning the working 
conditions and the low pay of 
garment workers.  Two innocent 
young men were immediately 
snapped up and accused of the 
assassination.  They have been in 
jail for three years and lost their 
appeal trial a few months ago. 
Their sentences of 20 years a piece 
were upheld. The UN and Amnesty 
International investigations 
showed that the two were beaten 
and coerced into signing bogus 
confessions.  The key material 
witness fled the 
country and local 
vendors who saw 
the killing, have 
all changed their 
statements.

Our God is a 
God of Justice 
and together with a group of 15 
other expats we planned to simply 
drive two large trucks with banners 
hung over the sides asking for 
justice for the two young men in 
front of the Consultative Group 
(International Donor Countries) 
Meeting on June 19th. The 
purpose was to get the attention 
of international donors in that 
they might intercede with the 
Cambodian government.

So, I arrived at the meeting 
location at 6:45 am and although 
we were expecting we’d be back 
by 9 a.m., I had mentally counted 
the cost for the worst to happen. 
What if I were jailed?  What if 
I was beaten?  What if I were 
deported?  I decided that I was 
willing to take those risks.  How 

could I preach and teach about 
justice if I wasn’t willing to take 
risks for victims of injustice? 

Arriving at the Wat Phnom 
roundabout, we repeatedly drove 
around stopping in front of the 
meeting place, to be urged on 
by soldiers and police.  As we 
prepared to go 
home, having made 
our point, we were 
suddenly surrounded 
by a swarm of 
uniformed police and 
soldiers.

We had the usual 
Cambodian driver of the truck in 
the back because he insisted on 
coming along for the ride to see 
that his truck was not abused by 
a foreign driver.  The policeman 
in charge was about to burst a 
blood vessel when he spotted 
the Cambodian, his face was 
contorted with rage.  I knew that 

if they got their hands on him, he 
would be beaten 
and then jailed for 
a long time. 

As we followed 
the Police 
escorting us to 
the station we 
saw a member of 
our group waiting 
on a motorcycle 
to rescue the 
Cambodian driver. 
He jumped off and 
our man whisked 
him away.  After 
making our way through the snarl 
we arrived at the Police station. 

We were escorted up to the second 
floor for interrogation and “re-

education”.  We were split up for 
questioning, which for me was 
rather dull.  I had to sign and 
thumbprint my statement. Embassy 
staff came to assist the different 
nationalities amongst us.

Friends brought us some 
sandwiches and then after lunch 

we began to negotiate with 
police about the content of 
the statement they wanted us 
to sign. 

A number amongst the eight 
of us were not Christians 
and so when I sat down next 
to a European fellow he said 

to me; “You know, I have a lot 
of prejudices against Christians 
going way back, but you guys 
have really changed my attitude 
toward Christian people.”  We 
talked for a while, talking about 
what Jesus was all about, verses 
an institutional expression of 
the Christian religion with all its 
baggage.  

It was getting late, around 5 
pm and the police were getting 
grumpy, hungry, and tired of 
negotiations (as were we).  Their 

Brian is moved on by the policeBrian is moved on by the police

his face was 
contorted 
with rage

our God is a 
God of justice
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big boss came in once and gave 
a speech.  I reminded our group 
that in this culture, this deal 
had to be win-win or a win-lose 
situation with us losing something 
significant.  The Police were 
losing patience and wanted to go 
after the Cambodia owner of the 
truck.   We were hot, tired and 
worn out too.  Our 4th revision of 
the statement, a call came in from 
the Canadian Embassy saying that 
the ambassador had talked with the 
Phnom Penh’s Chief of Police and 
that if we didn’t sign up, we’d be 
transferred to jail proper and then 
be deported the following day.  

We put our heads together for the 
umpteenth time and decided that 
if they agreed to bring the owner 
of the truck in here to check his 
papers, release him, and let human 
rights workers escort him home, 
we would sign the papers.  Frowns 
immediately turned to smiles, and 
now the police were warm and 
friendly again.  Of course they 
would release the owner and not 
go after the driver if we signed the 
papers.  No problem.  They could 
go home and have dinner. So, we 
agreed to sign that we would:

>Obey the law of the land.
>Not create a public disturbance
>Secure proper permission for 
similar activities.

Photos of signing took place 
among the smiling immigration 
police.  The heat was now off 
them.  We left the police station 
after ten long hours. 

What did we accomplish through 
risking our careers and lives?  We 
became a voice to the Cambodian 
Government and International 
Donors that justice for Mr. Bon 
Samnang and Mr. Sok Sam Ouern 
is still on the agenda of many 
people, including Christian people.

It was one of the most worthwhile 
days I ever lived.      
  Brian Maher
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This year’s Youth Team came from all over the UK, 
with Dave from Shetland, Suzanne from Glasgow, 
Sarah from Northern Ireland, Luke from London and 
two Annas from the south-west of England.

The team was led by Sarah Johnston and our tasks 
were to construct play equipment at a pre-school, 
minister to Cambodian children, learn about the 
country, learn about what God was doing, work as a 
team and experience God at work in us and through us.

Y o u t h  T e a m  2 0 0 7  

Met some of the local wildlife close up

Learn’t lots of new things

Painted faces too

Talked to many children about Jesus

Visited a crocodile farm

Taught some English lessons

Here are some 
photographs of 
what we did and 
some excerpts 
from our blog

As we drove out of the city I had my 
first glimpse of rural Cambodia. Large 
fields of rice stretch out on either side of 
the road (still populated by the maniacal 
horn-wielding local drivers) occasionally 
broken by the ever present sugar palms. 
Sometimes our view is obscured by 
run-down shacks and stores where the 
Cambodians live their lives. This is a 
stunningly beautiful country, but I wonder 

if the people appreciate it in the 
middle of trying to eke out 

a living. 

I feel it is important to let you know about 
a scheme which Bridge of Hope have 
recently started. It is for street children 
who have to earn money picking up 
and selling rubbish. Their parent agrees 
to not let their child work in this way 
again and the organisers arrange for the 
money which would have been earned 
(10 dollars a month = 5 pounds sterling) 
to be donated by people who contribute 
to the scheme. This gives the child an 
opportunity to attend school with the 
intention of learning a trade which will 
lead to a prosperous job. This helps me 
understand why children here are so keen 
to learn, it makes you think.

A special thanks to the 
Barrow family for the use of 
their house and their minibus, 

and to Sopheak for cooking 
for us.
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Met Kim San

Experienced a different culture

Our completed play equipment

Sweated under the Cambodian sun

Here are some 
photographs of 
what we did and 
some excerpts 
from our blog

While some group 
members thought the 
dog that awoke at 3am 
to bark was going to jump 
through their windows and eat 

them alive, I was more annoyed to 
be inconvenienced. It turns out it awoke 

to bark at the cat, who ate a rat! The 
backdrop combination of cockerels, frogs 
and crickets completed a symphony I 
would not wish on anyone. 

As we drove out of the city I had my 
first glimpse of rural Cambodia. Large 
fields of rice stretch out on either side of 
the road (still populated by the maniacal 
horn-wielding local drivers) occasionally 
broken by the ever present sugar palms. 
Sometimes our view is obscured by 
run-down shacks and stores where the 
Cambodians live their lives. This is a 
stunningly beautiful country, but I wonder 

if the people appreciate it in the 
middle of trying to eke out 

a living. 

At 4.50am the alarm went off, even 
earlier than yesterday, the mornings are 
getting earlier and earlier. Today was 
spent building the playground we started 
yesterday. Group decision was to start 
early to avoid the heat. Our task for the 
day was to finish the trenches, dig some 
holes and level off the ground. We all 
got to work and soon the sweat started 
pouring.  We had some kids joining us 
today, helping out and giving us high 5’s 
- they were great and very cute! One little 
boy was loads of help clearing what we 
were digging and moving our soil about. 
Its so great to see a little 12 year old boy 

so willing to help 
out.

We went for dinner with a lady called Kim San and 
her elderly mother. This family was one of the oldest 
Christian families in Cambodia and, despite the delicious 
food in front of us, we all sat in spellbound silence 
as Kim San related an account of her times during 
the Khmer Rouge. Near tears as she told of her 
dying father blessing her and her sister to become 
missionaries, telling with joy of how God kept 
her and her family safe through impossible 
circumstances – it was a genuine honour to hear 
her speak. Not many people in the world have 
this experience as Cambodians are reluctant in 
the extreme to talk about those years. We finished 
off the evening singing Amazing Grace but I 
couldn’t bring myself to sing “through many dangers, 
toils and snares” alongside these incredible people who 
had known the reality of God though immense suffering. 
It just didn’t seem right. I can’t imagine how I would 
respond in a similar situation, in fact, I hope I never have 
to find out. We are abundantly blessed in the west to live 
through such peaceful and tolerant times.

Please Pray for Luke who we left 
behind for two months to carry on 
working with the Prison Fellowship 
and SAO Cambodia’s ACTS project.
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“The Southeast Asia Outreach 
Cambodia Integrated Aquaculture 
on Low Expenditure (SCALE) 
project aims to help Cambodian 
people combat a decline in the fish 
supply by assisting growth in their 
fishing industry with the adoption 
and expansion of small scale farmer 
integrated aquaculture techniques” 

- thats what it said in July 1994’s 
Vision magazine ! ..... so what’s the 
story now ? 

What started in 1991, with Steve 
Dowell and another person that 
you may have heard of (!!), Geoff 
Collett, is still going strong. It 
started pretty small - when I joined 
the project in early 1993, we were 
just starting field trials with about 
20 farmers who were looking to 
stock baby fish (fingerlings) in 
hand dug ponds or in trenches 
within their rice paddies. 
The project was designed to span 
several worlds 
- we wanted to allow the way we 
worked with the staff, the way we 
sought to build up their capacity 
professionally, model an ethical 
way of working, witness with our 
lifestyle, prayers and friendship to 
show Jesus, 
- we took opportunities to share our 

faith in Jesus, to play with children, 
to pray with the community that 
lived around the development 
centre where the hatchery was 
located:  “Soon we were taking our 
first tentative steps reaching out to 
children and adults at our SCALE 
Development Centre...” Writes Jim 
Verner in october 1993 

- we were in partnership with the 
Government, with Government 
seconded staff and with a view 
to contributing to Cambodia’s 
infrastructure and capacity to better 
feed the rural population suffering 
from poverty and food insecurity 
- and as an International 
development organisation, we 
sought to be professional and 
ethical in what was often a very 
demanding context. 

Looking back, to that time, over 14 
years ago now, it is so much easier 
to see God’s incredible grace and 
His hand moving to guide us in 
ways that often felt mysterious and 
down-right frustrating at the time. 
The way that He closed doors and 
adjusted our plans really needs the 
benefit of hindsight to see that what 
at the time seemed like a set back 
or disappointment was actually 
a signpost or road block that 

Remember SCALE? protected us from going the wrong 
way. God is good, but in the midst 
of trial we have to say that on faith 
and by relying on our experience of 
His past goodness and unchanging 
love. Over the years the struggles 
to integrate within the Government, 
the challenges of making one of the 
largest hatcheries in the country a 
profit centre, the coming and going 
of staff and the sacrificial work 
of staff who worked on reduced 
salaries during funding crises - all 
of these have shaped and directed 
something that has emerged as 
a strong and truly sustainable 
Cambodian NGO - an NGO that 
has continued to learn and adapt 
just as it seeks poor communities to 
also learn and adapt. 

Now, in 2007 I have the privilege 
of acting as a board member to 
the local NGO, Farmer Livelihood 
Development (FLD), which is 
what SCALE has now become. 
As I write this, I can see in my 
mind the energy and vision of the 
new executive director, Somith, I 
can picture the church that grew 
out of prayer and ministry and 
Gods goodness at the hatchery 
and I can envision the thousands 
of families all over Cambodia that 
have a better and fuller life because 
of the income generation, credit, 
agricultural improvements and 
blessings that FLD brings.

            Nigel Goddard

Somith, the current FLD Director

Take a look at the 
activities that FLD is 
now involved in on 

the extract from their 
leaflet on the next 

page.  

For more information 
about their activities 

visit 
www.fldcambodia.org
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If you would like to join a  team or want to know more, please visit the 
Mission Direct website: www.missiondirect.org or telephone the office on 
01582 720144 and ask for an information pack about the Cambodia trips.

SAO Cambodia is partnering 
with Mission Direct to run 
Mission teams to Cambodia.  
Adult volunteers of any 
background can take part in 
a practical project as well 
as seeing the country. Each 
team runs for two weeks.  
Trips are currently planned 
between December 2007 and 
Easter 2008. 

Mission Direct is an Inter-
denominational, International 
Christian Charity founded 
with a vision to be of 
practical help and a desire to 
bring spiritual hope to some 
of the world’s poorest people. 

Some of Cambodia’s children

Christmas in Cambodia?
Dates for trips range from mid 
December through to Easter.
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YOUTH CHALLENGE
Do you know someone who is 18-25 yrs old, adventurous, wants to see what God is 
doing in Cambodia, likes asian food, not bothered by tropical temperatures, is willing 
to get their hands dirty, is looking to explore God’s plan for their life, likes elephants, 
can stand up in front of a crowd of children and talk about God?  If you do then 
maybe they would like to join SAO Cambodia’s GAP or Youth Team programme.  These 
trips aren’t for the faint-hearted (see page 6-7!).  If the young person you know is up 
to the challenge then contact Sarah, s.johnston@saocambodia.org

You will remember Katherine 
Hodson who worked on our 
English Language Programme at 
the University of Phnom Penh’s 
dental faculty for six months 
recently.

She returned to the UK to do 
a Post graduate Certificate 
in Education and has just 
been placed by us in LOGOS 
International School in Phnom 
Penh.  This school runs an 
American curriculum for a similar 
group of children as attend Hope. 

Two SAO Affiliates

Dave Thomson, from Shetland, 
was so smitten by Cambodia 
during the Youth Team Trip 
(see p 6-7) that he has applied 
to work at Hope International 
School in Phnom Penh, 
alongside SAO Cambodia 
team members Mark and Jane 
Prothero.  Dave, a qualified 
secondary teacher, will be 
helping to serve the mission 
community by teaching some of 
children through until Christmas.

Please Pray that:
Dave willl adjust 
well to classes 

where for many 
English is a 

second language 
and that

Katherine will 
find a good 
network of 
friends to 

support her 
during her 

longer stay.

CONGRATULATIONS! 
To Marie and Alex on their 
recent marriage.  A surprise 
for many but a few people 
might have wondered what 
was up when they heard that a 
science teacher from Lancashire 
travelled to Cambodia both at 
Christmas and at Easter. Alex 
Waller was exploring the 
possibilities of finding a job 
in Southeast Asia - but he may 
also have had other things in 
mind!

Marie Hill is a consultant to 
RAJANA (see p.3) and an 
Affiliate with SAO Cambodia.  
She works with groups of 
suppliers selling designer items 
and crafts through her shop near 
the Old Market in Siem Reap   
SAOMAO.

Marie and Alex have known 
each other for quite a few years 
but their affection for each other 
developed over recent months.  
They both needed to see God 

Mission Opportunities 
Opportunities exist to serve in 
Cambodia if you have experience in: 

Special Needs Education

Project Management

Programme Development

Contact g.collett@saocambodia.org

Language and Education

Income Generation

Community Development


