Cambodia News
UN office
In January the Cambodian
government said that it will
shut down the United Nations
representative office in the country
if the office’s head, Pe Suv, doesn’t
change his ways of working.

compiled from various sources

of Kampot, is expected to produce
960,000 tonnes of cement this
year, reducing Cambodia’s reliance
on imported materials for the
construction boom reshaping its
capital, Phnom Penh.

Earlier, the government’s
spokesman and Information
Minister, Khieu Kanharith, said
that the UN office did nothing to
help the government, but instead
focused on criticising it like an
opposition party.

At the factory’s opening ceremony,
Prime Minister Hun Sen said
Cambodia had been importing
between two and five million
tonnes of cement each year to meet
soaring demand and needed to start
making its own. “We need more
cement,” he said.

“There is already an opposition
party in Cambodia”, the spokesman
said, adding that the government is
in need of assistance from the UN
office, not of criticism.

A construction boom fuelled
by billions of dollars of foreign
investment, has helped push annual
economic growth to nearly ten
percent.

Cement
Kampot, Cambodia - The country’s
first major cement plant, a
$93 million joint venture with
Thailand’s Siam Cement SCC.
BK, opened in January. This is
another symbol of the war-scarred
southeast Asian’s nation rapid
economic development.

Climate Change
Cambodia faces immediate threats
to its agricultural production
and food security from climate
change in rainfall, temperatures
and availability of water, said
the UNDP Human Development
Report (HDR) 2007.

The factory, in the coastal province

Most Cambodians live in rural
areas and are reliant on agriculture,

so long-term risks associated with
climate change include water
insecurity, increased sea level,
cyclones and disruption or collapse
of Cambodia’s critical ecosystems,
said the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) in
the report.
Climate change may increase
occurrence of drought and flood
while increasing the vulnerability
of Cambodia’s poor people to their
effects, it said.
Hunting Safaris
Cambodia is considering laying
on hunting safaris for well-heeled
foreign tourists in its remote
jungle-clad northeast, to the
consternation of green groups who
say it could be a recipe for disaster.
Officials said on Tuesday a
Spanish firm called Nsok Safaris
had already drawn up plans for
a five-star jungle camp to house
hunters after trophies on a list of
30 mammals, birds and reptiles in
a 100,000-hectare (250,000-acre)
forest reserve.
The area, in Mondulkiri and
Rattanakiri provinces, is home
to several indigenous hill-tribes
whose first main contact with
the outside world was during the
Vietnam War when their territory
was crossed by the myriad paths of
the Ho Chi Minh trail.
Dany Chheang, deputy director of
the Agriculture Ministry’s Wildlife
Protection Office, said allowing
foreigners to pay to shoot game
was far better for conservation than
having poachers take it illegally.
WWF’s Cambodia programme
manager, Bas van Helvoort, said
little was known about animal
population numbers in the two
provinces, and so allowing them to
be hunted could be disastrous.
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Editorial - God is always faithful

Dear Friends,
You may remember in the last Vision we asked you pray for
Buntheep, one of the youngest girls on the 2006 Cambodian
Christian Arts Ministry dance tour. Our prayers were answered
by the miracle of the return of perfect sight in one eye and her
survival of the surgery to remove A brain tumour. Her courage,
young faith and desire to trust God and serve Him whatever
came to pass, touched many lives.
She has just had the ‘final’ scan prior to discharge from the
hospital in the USA which has been treating her. Sadly the
results showed the tumour has regrown rapidly and is already a
third the size of the original growth. It’s a huge disappointment
to all of us supporting her and I’m sure Buntheep is finding it
very hard and frightening to contemplate what the future holds.
It can be hard to understand the ways of God in a world full
of suffering and conflict. Our team in Cambodia see much
injustice and inequality as they serve Him there and we will be
looking at some of these issues at our coming conference.
However we do know that God remains in control and is always
faithful to us. He has our interests at heart and knows what is
in our future. St. Paul, in prison, had the faith to trust and the
courage to continue to serve by witnessing even when in chains
and we must carry on doing our Father’s bidding even when we
are discouraged and down trodden in our work.
Pray for physical strength and the gift of
extraordinary faith for Buntheep. Please pray that
God will be merciful.

Congratulations! - to the Heasman family
- on the arrival of Paul Christopher born in mid January.
Jez and Jacqui are in Gosport at the moment, making all the
necessary adjustments in their lives.
Some of you may remember God’s
miraculous provision of a large Ducatti
motorbike on their previous furlough.
Does Paul’s arrival mark the end of
the Heasmans motorbiking? Well,
in Cambodia it is common practice
for families of up to seven to all ride
together on one motorbike! But we can
hazard a guess at what the Hampshire
police will have to say about that! Meet
the whole family at the conference, (see
the page opposite for more information).
Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

Come to the Conference!
Our speaker,
Trevor Ramsey,
is pastor of
Greenisland
Baptist Church
in Northern
Ireland...

April 25th - 27th at Bawtry Hall

You will have a wonderful opportunity to
meet with others interested in the work
of God in the country of Cambodia. We
hope to have several of those who have
visited or worked there recently, including
Jez and Jacqui Heasman, speaking about
their experiences as we look at the issues
surrounding inequality.

Jonathan
Deddis
and
Sokhon
Hong
will be
bringing
us some
flavours of
Cambodia
again, as
they did
back in
2005.

We will be having an after dinner speaker
and a quiz evening on Saturday night, for
whom the master of ceremonies will be our own Dave
and Laura Vann home at the end of their assignment in
Phnom Penh.
We will have time to hear from God about our own
involvement, worship Him, have fun together, learn about
Cambodia and to take the ‘team challenge’.
The setting at Bawtry Hall offers the experience of
staying in a Grade II listed manor house set in seven acres
of landscaped gardens with a lake and woodland walks.
We are
hoping to

VISITORS to UK

hold some of our sessions in the Command Room used by the R.A.F. Group 1 Bomber Command as their
Operations
Room from
...and we
1941 until as
will also be
recently as the joined by Linda
Falklands War. Chisholm
from Prison
Bawtry itself
is an attractive Fellowship
Cambodia.
market town,
close to
amenities and
easily reached by road and by Rail/Bus via Doncaster.

You may remember being asked to pray for the visas of Nimul and Thavy, two ladies from
Rajana hoping to come to the UK to promote the work of the project (set up by SAO’s Marie
Hill some years ago). On that occasion God did not grant our prayers and so, consequently,
neither did the British Embassy in Thailand grant them visas.
However, all this is now in the past and they are due to arrive as this magazine is delivered
to you. They will be visiting Edinburgh, Doncaster,
Godmanchester (Cambs) and Ipswich. If you
would like to hear them speak go to the SAO web
site at
www.saocambodia.org for details of the meetings
they will be holding if you want to meet with
them. They hope to share some of their own
testimony as well as the work of Rajana and will
be demonstrating some of the craft work that the
shop specialises in.
Pray for their safety and adjustment to the UK in this, their first trip to Europe.
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It’s amazing what
you can do in just six
short hours...

The Chancellor may be giving you a present:2p off the standard
rate of income
tax from
April!
If you want future gift
aided donations to be worth the
same as they are now then the
following table will give you an idea
of how much you should increase your
giving by:
£5
becomes £5.12
£10 becomes
£10.24
£20 becomes
£20.48
£30 becomes
£30.72

£

£

But this means

£

that charities will
recover ten percent
less tax on Gift Aid
claims, which leaves
more in the Chancellor’s
pocket! You can beat the
Chancellor by making
any planned gift aided
donation before
April.
Here is a way you can

£

give to SAO Cambodia
at no cost to yourself!

Use www.everyclick.com as your internet search engine (its uses the
ask.com data base, so it will find most things just as well as other search engines you may be using).
1. Go to www.everyclick.com
2. Search for SAO Cambodia by typing into the box in the middle of the page,
3. Click on SAO Cambodia in the list returned and click on the green tick.
4. Register with Everyclick, following the on screen instructions.

The 2007 youth team were recently
reunited for the weekend in
Kirkintilloch, Glasgow. Between
the catching up and reminiscing,
they raised over £500 for SAO
Cambodia, in a six hour fundraising
challenge. Their winning
combination was an afternoon
bag packing at Sainsbury’s,
supplemented by some personal
donations, and even some carwashing. Well done team!
If you think you could organise a bagpacking session to raise funds, give your local
supermarket a ring and see if they have a
Saturday that they can book you in. We can
provide letters of request, t-shirts and leaflets
to get you started. So go and pack your bags!

£

For the wary amongst you, do not fear, it does nothing obtrusive to your browser, like automatically
become your home page! You can do that if you want of course. Or you can set it as your default browser so that
you can search using it from the search bar. It does put a cookie on your PC so that you don’t have to log in every
time you use the search engine.
Money is generated because there are advertisements on the pages, the same as with other search engines like
Yahoo or Google. But Everyclick allocates 50% of its gross revenue to charity each month. Each active charity
receives a proportion of that sum equivalent to the proportion in which its supporters use the website relative to the
supporters of other active charities.

Every click counts!
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Next day we discussed
the data we had collected
and began the process of
identifying root causes
Bob relates some of his
of some of the problems of the
experiences on a recent return
village. Later, the team will work
to Cambodia helping evaluate
closely with the villagers,
some of our projects. Bob
equipping them to
has helped us in the past to
recognise and solve
prepare project proposals.
their own problems.

Bob Dixon’s return

Some nine years after my last trip to
Cambodia for SAO, I went back for
the first of several short trips. In this
first trip, I visited poverty reduction
projects operating in three provinces to
identify how, in future trips, I can best
contribute to the design and evaluation
of projects.
Poverty Alleviation through Rural
Community Empowerment (PARCE)
I joined the newly formed ICC team in
a district of Prey Veng province, south
east of Phnom Penh. They included
an agriculturalist, a community
development specialist and a business
enterprise expert, and on that day
were visiting a remote and underserved village near the
Vietnamese border to
begin to understand
the health and
social situation of
the villagers. We
headed off on the
dirt roads on four
motor bikes, though
I hadn’t yet managed
to get hold of a crash helmet. After
a short walk around the village we
round up the time with the village chief
in his bamboo house on stilts. I spent
the most uncomfortable hour of my
life, sitting cross-legged on the bamboo
slatted floor, aware of the offence in
this culture of showing the soles of my
feet and that I am nine years older than
the last time I had to do this! At the
end of the day’s work, Sol Am, one of
the members of the project team, took
me to the tiny church where he preaches
on Sunday to some twenty people.
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Assisting Children
To School (ACTS)
As a long-standing
Tearfund supporter who
has also headed one of their
project evaluation teams elsewhere
in Asia, I am delighted that Tearfund
UK is the main donor for this SAO/
ICC project. It is led by Sophor, a
young Cambodian woman whom SAO
Cambodia brought to UK to talk about
her contribution to an earlier project.
Reaching children living in the city
slums and surrounding provinces, the
project targets children in the poorest
families in each community and helps
some of their parents, especially single
mothers, to generate an income.
With a ten year time scale, the project
is currently enrolling five and six
year old children, before they
would otherwise start domestic
work and, later, agricultural
work. The children attend
government schools which
provide half a day of teaching
each day. They then go to ACTS
children’s centres for another couple
of hours, where Christian teachers
provide supplementary education in an
attempt to break the cycle of poverty
by providing them with an education.
Organisation for Building
Community Resource (OBCR)
I spent several days supporting
Reaksmey, the young Christian
director of a secular NonGovernmental Organisation, travelling
to Kampong Speu, glad of my crash
helmet and my prayer supporters back
in UK when Reaksmey braked heavily

and we caught the rump of a cow
crossing the road! He and the cow
were a little bruised, but remarkably
he and I both stayed on the bike
which was also undamaged.
We drafted a proposal for eventual
delivery to the Australian
Embassy for funding of
the first three years of a
sanitation and hygiene
project to build on a pilot
project just completed.
Reaksmey is one of just
two Christians in his village.
Micro-Enterprise Assistance Centre
(MEAC)
This SAO/ICC project will help and
support entrepreneurs to become the
future engine of wealth for Cambodia
through microfinance, lending money
and teaching clients to use it efficiently
and profitably. At the stage of a
‘concept paper’, this project awaits the
arrival next year of a full time British
project manager.
Meanwhile, I spent a day or two
summarising data collected in a baseline
survey of 500 entrepreneurs around
Cambodia. Herry, ICC’s Associate
Director, a missionary from Indonesia
supported with his wife Susie by SAO
Cambodia, keeps the preparations for
this project ticking over.
What Next?
On my last day in Cambodia, I agreed
with Herry an outline for my tasks
on these four projects and another
two during future trips. In my May/
June trip I will help the ACTS team
to evaluate progress of the project at
the end of its first two years and to
prepare for an evaluation by Tearfund
next year.
Bob Dixon
Please pray for Bob as he
travels to and from, as well as
around, Cambodia. Pray also
for him as, together with SAO,
he explores the possibilitiy of
becoming a Tustee.
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A day in the life ...

gets to his
destination.
There he meets
the 20 UK
team members
currently building
a new wooden
home for a foster
family supported by
one of the key workers trained
by the HOSEA Project. His job
is to ensure that there are enough
materials and equipment for the
house to be built, to oversee the
Cambodian builders and work with
the team so they can all join in the
building effort.

Ever wondered what it is really like
serving God on a Mission field? If
so then here is a chance to share
Sarah, Pola and Hannah Chhin’s
life on a typically busy day.
A Day in the Life of the Chhin
Family.

Like millions of families around
the globe, our family starts the
morning at 6am with all the
mundane aspects of a routine day –
showering, getting dressed, eating
breakfast. Just before 8am, we
join the general Phnom Penh trafﬁc
While he labours under the searing
chaos and after Hannah has been
sun, I am at my desk in the airtaken into pre-school, Pola drops
conditioned ofﬁce of
me off at the ICC ofﬁce,
and our paths diverge.
under the Project SKY. Having
spent the last three and
searing
a half days in meetings
On leaving me at the ofﬁce,
sun
with other ICC Project
Pola makes his way to the
Managers, I am catching
Mission Direct building site,
up
on
emails,
project updates
which means driving out of Phnom
and
report
deadlines,
as well as
Penh, taking an ageing ferry
studying an important new report
across the Mekong River, then
on deinstitutionalisation. I discuss
avoiding potholes, small children
it with a number of people, before
and various animals on the roads
emailing it to other Foster Family
through several villages before he

Hannah dreams of helping Dad!

2005
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Forum members as a resource to
be discussed at the next meeting.
As midday approaches I arrange
for a tuk tuk driver to drive me
to the pre-school, where I pick up
Hannah.
On the ride home, Hannah regales
her mum with stories of riding
in the school bus to get to the
computer lab, where she used
the mouse to draw a picture of a
giraffe. The rest of her morning
was apparently ﬁlled by playing
a game to recognise numbers in
Khmer and English, playing in
the sandpit, painting a picture and
singing songs!
Food has been prepared by Om
Sithat, our domestic helper,
Hannah and I have our lunch
together, going upstairs to play
and read stories afterwards. We
are joined after a while by Narun,
Pola’s niece, who looks after
Hannah when I am at work. Pola
arrives home at about the same
time, and after he’s eaten, we
leave Hannah and Narun playing
a pre-nap game of chase on the
veranda, and Pola drives me on to
an important meeting.
Project SKY has invited forty-one
orphanage directors to the ﬁrst
in a series of quarterly meetings
aiming to help them understand
the services needed by the young
adults under their care, and the
part they can play, as well as feed
back on Project SKY activities.
On arrival at the meeting room,
my main job is to greet and
chat with the main presenter,
an ofﬁcial from the Ministry
of Social Affairs, Veterans and
Youth Rehabilitation, while the
other team members register the
participants and make last minute
agenda changes workable. The
government ofﬁcial spends the
ﬁrst half of the meeting telling
those present about the Minimum
Standards for Residential Care,
especially in terms of how it
affects the care of young adults.

story, Bible, bed, song, lights
out. It’s not long before the noise
of Hannah chatting to her toys
quietens, however Pola and I
haven’t ﬁnished our busy day yet.

Pola cuts some timber

After a short break, Project SKY
Support Workers and I introduce
the idea of setting up Youth Clubs
in the orphanages to encourage
freedom of participation, to foster
understanding and to provide a
means to gaining much needed
life skills. The suggestion is
heralded with many positive
comments and an overwhelming
willingness to join the venture.
So I leave the meeting on a high
after delivering a concluding
presentation.

surrounded by the detritus of the
afternoon’s activities. In just one
glance it can be established that
she has played with playdough,
dressed up as a fairy, played
with her doll, used the camp
bed as a trampoline and made a
picture with glitter. Narun looks
exhausted! I head to the kitchen
to make Hannah some tea, while
Hannah tidies up and washes her
hands.

As Hannah makes a start on
her meal, Pola heads out for
Pola is waiting in the street to take a quick meeting at another of
her home. He has also had a busy his building sites, this time in
afternoon. After taking the car to Takhmao, a town south of Phnom
the garage to check on a strange
Penh. There he is the manager
noise, he went to look
of a building project
at a pickup truck he had
enjoying commissioned by HisChild.
heard may be just what
are building an
a bowl of They
Project SKY is looking
orphanage and a community
for. Unfortunately it
snails
centre on a large area of
wasn’t what he had
land, and the building
been promised over the
works are so complex that a Pola
phone, so he continued on his way has brought in a big contracting
to northwest Phnom Penh, where
company to do the work. Pola
he has a team of contractors
ensures the work is going to
building a large bungalow for an
plan and acts as go-between for
Australian family who provide
HisChild and the company.
foster care and education to
10 Cambodian children. He’s
His meeting doesn’t last long and
currently making sure the tiles are he’s soon back home, enjoying
delivered and are being laid in the a bowl of snails with the three
right places, and that the walls are nieces and a nephew who all
being painted the correct colours.
live with us. Hannah and I are
Pola and I arrive home later than
usual and are greeted by Hannah,

upstairs enjoying the familiarity
of the bedtime routine – bath,

One of Pola’s older brothers
has arrived from his rural home
in Kratie Province to talk to
the family, so Pola and I drive
together to the riverfront where
another brother has a pizza
restaurant. Over some very nice
food, the reason for the summons
becomes clear – Pola’s brother
has come to hand out wedding
invitations! In true Cambodian
style, we only have one week’s
advance notice...
By the time we get back home,
it’s deﬁnitely time to collapse and
call it a day. Although we have a
feeling that next Friday will rival
this one in the busy-ness stakes!
Sarah Chhin

Pray for Sarah as she

works setting up the SKY
project to help young
adult orphans transition
to life outside residential
institutions.

Pray for Pola, working

and travelling in a difficult
climate, and for Hannah,
as she learns and grows.

Pray for their Christian

witness, that they would
have opportunities, as
they work, to share the
message of God’s love to
the people around them.
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Susie and the street children
find his mum
taking
a rest
Susie has been busy working
after her work.
with some of the disadvantaged
Her name, I
children in Phnom Penh and
discovered, is
the surrounding countryside.
Eun and she is
thirty-seven years
Here she recounts some of the
old
with another
stories of the people she has
son aged ten as well
met in her service for God.
as Somnang, from
different men, both of
whom
died a couple of
A few months ago I accompanied
years ago.
the Bridge of Hope staff, a
WEC project helping the street
Every morning Eun and her
children of the city, on a visit to
two sons got up at 4.30, went
the slum area. It was behind the
to the market to buy some fresh
Intercontinental Hotel, one of the
vegetables and put them into a tray
biggest and most opulent places
on her old bicycle, and sold them
to stay in Phnom Penh. A small
from house to house trying to earn
boy of about four years of age
their living.
called Somnang, grabbed hold of
my hand and asked me to meet
Last year, a staff of Kruesa Thmey
his mum. I followed him into a
(a Christian NGO – which means
very dark and dirty small room to

New Family) met them on the
street and interviewed Eun and the
two boys. The agency accepted the
older boy to join their programme
as the family was struggling to
make ends meet. Somnang, the
four year old, had just recovered
from a bad injury caused by
falling off the bicycle, but Eun
continued to take Somnang around,
on the front of her bicycle selling
vegetables every day.
Last October Somnang joined a
Kinder care Center, for about 2
weeks, but eventually he didn’t
want to go, because he did not
know how to play with the other
children, he needed special help
to learn. But thank God, finally,
Kruesa Thmey have recently
accepted Somnang on their
programme and he can now join
his brother.
Now Eun, with fewer outgoings,
has opportunity to save money
for her sons. One day she wants
to look after them again totally
by herself. She asked me to take
her to join a local church, and
she has now been there for a
month, attending faithfully. Eun
volunteers in the church, cleaning
the hall for Sunday Service. She
told me, that since she began
serving in the church, she has
been amazed how the Lord has
blessed her vegetable trading. In
the last three weeks, she earned
170,000Riels (more than US$40)
which she never experienced
before. She is praising the Lord
for His goodness. I opened an
account in a local bank to help Eun
to save her money.
Please pray for Eun, as she meets
a lot of temptation on the street
with many unsuitable men asking
her to marry them. She is joining
a Wednesday prayer meeting at the
church. Pray that Jesus guides her
and she is obedient. She is also
learning how to read, because she
wants to read the word of God.

who looks after her four children
by collecting rubbish. I am still
in the process of encouraging her
to send her two youngest girls
to join a Christian centre to get
an education and the chance of a
better life, instead of collecting
the trash on the street. She has
not yet decided whether to do
this. I give Ponli a small amount
of money for helping me clean
a local church after we have had
our feeding program. I would
appreciate your prayer for her.

Please pray too for the feeding
program every Thursday morning.
About fifty kids under five join
this program. Please pray for the
kids’ safety, as they have to travel
to the church and pray that the
Lord would bless the food we give
to make them healthy. Pray that
the Lord opens the eyes of the kids
and their mothers to see and to
receive His love. I pray that the
name of our Lord Jesus will be
glorified through this ministry.
Susie Heryanto

A Prisoner’s story

I was born in Cambodia in

1977, a beloved son in my family
and acknowledged as an excellent
student in Primary School and
High School. I entered Grade
11 and when I completed this
year, had one more year of study
before graduation. But this year
I changed, becoming absentminded and could only think of
doing bad things with my friends.
I was still at school but I made
my family suffer a lot because I
drank, smoked cigarettes, took
drugs and started gambling.
Needing money to do these
things, I stole from my family.
Finally I feared my family and
did not dare go home so I left
home and abandoned my studies.
I chose to be a bad guy which
meant I was hated by society.

One day a
couple of
Christians came to tell me about
Jesus Christ but I rejected them
and used unacceptable, bad words
against them. I continued robbing
people and even committed
murder more than once. Finally
I was caught and was sent to
prison for 20 years. In prison
Christians came to talk about
Jesus but I rejected these people,
too, and thought of ways to
persecute them the next time they
came. When I lived at home,
before my life in prison, I had an
Uncle who was a Christian and
he always told me to listen to the
teaching of God’s Word.
In the year 2000 I was transferred
to prison X. When I first arrived
an organisation called AOG was
teaching a Bible class inside
the prison. At first I rejected the
invitation to join the class but
began to change and found I
wanted to go and learn. During
the first few weeks of the class
something was stirring me up
inside and I was hungry to hear
more. Almost without knowing I
accepted Jesus Christ into my life
and when the pastor talked about
baptism I wanted to do that too.
I studied with the AOG pastor
until they left and Prison
Fellowship Cambodia came in
to teach the bible. At this time I

Pray for Susie

and husband Herry,
travelling back to
Indonesia on furlough.
Funding is tight for their
next term in Cambodia,
so please ask God to
provide for them. Pray
too for Herry’s mum
who has been unwell.

was feeling discouraged because
I had no information about my
family in all these years. Pastor
S. encouraged me so much and
he gave me hope I could live a
good life in the prison. He gave
me books, pens, pencils, Bible,
English books, Abundant Life
study book and this caused me to
study God’s Word more and filled
me with joy. Nowadays I have a
good life because my life has been
changed and I am free from the
power of sin. I feel sorry for what
I have done in the past and want
to thank God for blessing me so
much. Also I thank Pastor S. for
loving me despite my bad past.
I share a cell with men who
now share their food with me as
there are no visitors to bring me
anything extra. I have none to
depend on, only God in whom
I trust.
Finally I ask God to bless
Prison Fellowship Cambodia
led by Mrs Linda along with all

her colleagues.

Mrs Linda (Linda
Chisholm of Prison
Fellowship) will be
joining us at the 2008
Conference, with
more stories of God
at work amongst the
prisoners.

I met another young lady, Ponli,
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