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SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW

In this issue:-

News from the Team
Trekking in Nepal 
Ways to go

The ways you can go and see for 
yourself  (see pages 8 & 11)
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Editorial - Tearing up roots…..

Dear Friends,

I read a friend’s newsletter recently to hear how God had 
been talking to him through the plants he grows!  His mind 
had ‘wandered’ during his quiet time as he waited for God to 
speak, drifting to the houseplants he had helped nurture for a 
holidaying friend, repotting one into more and nutricious soil 
and rootpruning another which then became dormant.  The 
writer noted how this compared with his own spiritual life.  
At that time God had been pruning his roots, cutting away 
things that rooted him to places and he too had gone into 
shock like the root-pruned tree, while he recovered.  But God 
had also fed him and nurtured him enabling him to soak up 
the spiritual nutrients that He provided.  Just as he was about 
to feel guilty about his wandering thoughts he realised that 
far from being silent God had indeed been speaking to him.

Meeting up with our team members during my recent visit, 
I have been so conscious that they too have  been uprooted 
from their homes and transplanted to a new location.   For 
some with compact root systems this is easier than for 
others whose roots were more widely spread.  But for all 
of them we need to remember to pray that God would 
provide spiritual food to nurture and repair their damaged 
roots, enabling them to grow and mature in a different 
environment, to bear fruit and bear witness to His love.

How about you, perhaps too deeply rooted where you are to 
even be transplanted?  There are three ways in this magazine  
that you can explore whether God is planning to uproot you.

   Geoff Collett. Executive Director

Front Cover Main Photo: Farmers in Sihanoukville, courtesy Geoff Collett

Alice Compain, OMF missionary to Laos and Cambodia 
and known to many of us, died recently at the age of 74, in a 
nursing home in Pembury, Kent.  Alice entered Cambodia in 
1973, part of the OMF team ministering in the short time of 
harvest before the dark years of the Khmer Rouge.  

She served in the refugee camps in Thailand until her return 
to a newly accessible Cambodia in 1989, before even the 
first SAO team arrived.  A keen musician, she took her 
violin to the University of Fine Arts and taught music, whilst 
ministering to the national believers and the International 
Church too.  She was awarded the rare honour of Cambodian 

citizenship in 2005 in recognition 
of her long service to the country.  
Her energy and commitment have 
been a source of inspiration to 
many of us who have served God 
in Cambodia and we trust she will 
find her reward now in glory.

Alice Compain 1934-2008
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Pola (Construction manager) and Sarah 
(SKY Project Director) Chhin 
Pola (Construction manager) and Sarah 
(SKY Project Director) Chhin 

Wishing You all a                 Happy Christmas       
from the SAO  Cambodia team and  SAO  affiliates

Thanks for all your support and 
prayers over the past  year

Wishing You all a                 

Pola (Construction manager) and Sarah 
(SKY Project Director) Chhin 

Jez (ICC Finance Manager)& Jacqui 
Heasman (Interim Field Coordinator)

Ivan (HOPE School teacher) & 
Chrissie Leadley 

Katherine nee Hodson (LOGOS School teacher)

Hery (ICC Development advisor and Susie 
(Childrens and language worker) Heryanto 

Milet (Hagar) and Nigel (World 
Vision) Goddard 

Marie Waller (SAO MAO craft shop)

 Tory and Glynn Barrow (finished 
assignment)

... and all the children, Daniel, Luke, 
Bee, Georgie, Harry, Ella, Lena, Matthew, 
Hannah, Eden, Alfie, Sean , Jasmine 
Hope, Ellie, Isaac and Amiee Grace..

... and newcomers Paul, Paul and Alice.

Geoff Collett (SAO Executive Director, 
Personnel Officer & ICC Board Chairman)

Elaine Richmond 
(SAO Finance Manager) 

Sarah Johnston 
(SAO Youth and Publicity Officer 
- leaving Dec 2008)

Ivor Greer (SAO Operations Director)

Deth (PFC Project Advisor) and Graham 
(PFC Management Advisor) SymonsMark and Jane Prothero (HOPE 

School management and teachers )

...and Pam Lucas (Day Care Centers for 
the elderly and for children)
...and Pam Lucas (Day Care Centers for 
the elderly and for children)
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The Leadleys are in Phnom Penh

Useful tips from Chrissie for any Cambodia 
‘newbies’

 Crossing the roads - Don’t walk in front of big trucks and cars, 
they don’t swerve.  Moto’s and bikes will avoid you as long as you 
don’t stop walking.  Stop and you will mess up the whole system.  
Expect traffic to come at you on the wrong side of the road.  How 
else will vehicles get through busy traffic?

 Expect geckos to jump out at you from under any object, making 
you jump out of your skin at night.

 Remember to clean cockroach droppings out of all cook wear 
before use.

 Never expect just 5 people to get out of a normal saloon car. The 
latest count was 3 on the front passenger seat, 10 from  the rear 
seat and another 3 from the boot.

 You don’t need a trailer to deliver large items. Sofas, king size 
mattresses, TVs and sheet glass all fit easily on a moto.

 Why get a lift from the clinic if you still have an IV drip in situ? 
You can easily hold it yourself and drive a moto one handed.

 Don’t wear flip-flops in a tropical downpour. Muddy tracks quickly 
become mini streams several inches deep and flip-flops get stuck in 
what you hope is just mud, not to mention how high the mud flicks 
up your back!

Ivan, Chrissie, Hope, Ellie and Isaac (but where is Amiee-Grace?...

Ivan and Chrissie Leadley have been in Phnom Penh now 
for a few months.  Ivan is teaching in Hope International 
School with a responsibility for educational special 
needs.  Chrissie, a trained physiotherapist, is looking 
for an outlet for her skills whilst looking after the 
family.  Hope, Ellie and Isaac are pupils at Hope 
School, whilst Amiee-Grace is not yet old enough.

Occasions when 
you can wear your 

pyjamas.

-going to the temple
-going to the market to buy  
 and sell things
-doing the school run
-delivering school lunch
-paying the electricity bill

Chrissie writes:  I think that we’ve gotten into the rhythm of life in Cambodia- very slow, don’t expect 
anything to happen too fast.  One thing that has been a pleasant surprise is how friendly everyone has 
been. There is always someone to have a kind word on the playground and the Khmer people are so 
welcoming.  As long as you acknowledge people with a nod and a smile you always get a huge grin back.  
Aimee continues to be a great source of attention and the Khmer seem amazed to see westerners with 
a big family.  We are beginning to make some really good friends amongst the staff at school.  Most are 
Australian or New Zealanders.

Ivan continues to enjoy school. Staff meetings have been visited by parents of kids in the school.  They 



VISION For Cambodia | 5

have been talking about their role in Cambodia 
and how Hope school aids this.  As most parents 
are missionaries or working for N.G.Os it has 
been really exciting to hear their stories.  There 
are those working with prostitutes, a lady who 
works on a project immunising and giving 
healthcare to street children and those living 
on the city dump and a man who works in 
the provinces on Bible translation for different 
indigenous tribes.  They are currently seeing 
great revival amongst these communities. These 
parents have all reported how good it is to  
know that their own children are getting a good 
education.  None of these jobs could be done if 
parents were home schooling.  It is great to be 
able to contribute to something!

The children have settled well at school and have 
started lunch time and after school clubs. There 

is even a flute teacher for Hope. It has been an eventful month. We managed a weekend away in 
Siem Reap and took the children to the Ankor Wat temples and the Vietnamese floating village. The 
9 hour bus journey was an experience in its self. It was a religious holiday, so all of Cambodia was 
on the move, most it seemed in small minibuses crammed with 50 people and livestock. The lunch 
stop in a small town that served rice and noodles and some dubious looking meat was another 
experience and the kids were not impressed by the hole in the ground loos.

Also this month we brought a moto-the most effective and cheap way to get around the city.  Ivan 
fell off twice in two days in rather a large pot hole, much to the amusement and concern of the 
locals.  No lasting damage but a large cut and some bruises that were well worth showing off.  
Today he has gone a step further and cut his hand requiring stitches!

I have been trying to discover new places this month to broaden my horizons.  It’s amazing how 
many different markets there are all specializing in something different. I still can’t get over the 
variety of what can be packed under one roof.  Last week I was standing looking for shampoo when 
a crab from the fish stall next door crawled over my foot.  This morning we were looking for flip 
flops and turned around to find a pig’s head and intestines in a bowl looking at us.

As we have gotten to know people here we are beginning to hear their stories and learning that 
behind every face is an amazing story.  For example one of the tuk tuk drivers was 10 years old 
during the Khmer rouge regime. He was working in the fields when the soldiers came and shot his 
entire family.  He escaped and lived in the jungle for several years.  Another story is of a little boy 
we know who was sold as a slave at the age of 2 and was rescued by a charity and is now in the 
process of being adopted by a French lady.  It is so hard to look these people in the face and even 
try to comprehend what they have been through.  It is hard to think that we can do enough but 
hope that if everyone does their little bit some change/good will occur.  Chrissie Leadley

have been talking about their role in Cambodia 
and how Hope school aids this.  As most parents 
are missionaries or working for N.G.Os it has 
been really exciting to hear their stories.  There 
are those working with prostitutes, a lady who 
works on a project immunising and giving 
healthcare to street children and those living 
on the city dump and a man who works in 
the provinces on Bible translation for different 
indigenous tribes.  They are currently seeing 
great revival amongst these communities. These 
parents have all reported how good it is to  
know that their own children are getting a good 
education.  None of these jobs could be done if 
parents were home schooling.  It is great to be 
able to contribute to something!

The children have settled well at school and have 
Ivan, Chrissie, Hope, Ellie and Isaac (but where is Amiee-Grace?...

...here she is, 
together with 
Mam who works 
in the Leadley’s 
home, it was past 
her bedtime when 
the photo on the 
left was taken.

As she looks a 
little different 
to the average 
Khmer toddler, 
she always 
attracts a lot 
of attention on 
the visits to the 
market!
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Sarah’s time with SAO Cambodia Sarah’s time with SAO Cambodia Sarah’s time with SAO Cambodia 

Sarah Johnston has been with us for 
two and a half years, managing our 
Youth work and moving some of our 
publicity forward.  Her role has taken 
her to Cambodia four times preparing for 
and leading Youth teams.  She has been 
to numerous conferences and mission 
events representing SAO Cambodia and 
made many friends in Cambodia and the 
UK.  But now she is moving on.

On behalf of all who have had contact 
with her through her ministry with SAO, 
we would like to express thanks to her 
for the service and commitment she has 
shown.  We pray that God will be with 
her as He leads her to new things.  

Of course we 
hope that this 
is not the end 
of Sarah’s 
Cambodia 
interests and 
we hope 
we will still 
be seeing 
something 
of her in the 
future!

At Phnom Penh Bowling Alley, Sarah 
tries her hand ... 

... and gets her first ever strike.  
Such a shame it wasn’t her turn!! 

A break in rehearsals for the CCAM 
dancers at Doncaster Civic theatre

Interviewing Kongkia about his life story

Rice!

The Trinity Youth team
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Sarah’s time with SAO Cambodia Sarah’s time with SAO Cambodia Sarah’s time with SAO Cambodia 
Doing a bit of fund-raising

Sarah set new standards of dress in our office!

Getting stuck in with a youth team 
practical task

Making friends in Kampong Cham

SAO Cambodia 2008 Conference

With Buntheep at the Giant’s Causeway

Checking for sharks before the youth team go 
snorkelling at Sihanoukville

Having a sit down in Mondulkiri

Checking for sharks before the youth team go 
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ICC - Ratanakiri
This project is engaged in language development, 
non-formal education and literacy, health promotion, 
and agricultural interventions among four ethnic 
minority communities in 20 villages, in 2 districts of 
Ratanakiri Province.  

Indicative Activities for 2008: 
Training in nutrition and home gardening for 
targeted villages.  Follow up activities in targeted 
villages in the form of TBA (traditional birth 
attendant) case conferencing and regular feedback 
and support meetings, with the help of health 
centre midwives and as agreed with Healthnet, the 
government contracted service provider.

Development of IEC (information, education, 
communication) materials, e.g., a book for TBAs, 
Hygiene promotion related to water and sanitation 
through house to house visits, puppet shows, and 
village meetings.  Target will include existing 22 
of ICC’s villages plus seven new villages.  Further 
development of relevant IEC material in support of 
water and sanitation efforts.   Teaching of villagers 
by ICC staff on making portable slow sand water 
filters.  Supporting villagers in the construction of 
latrines in all 22 villages.

Project Budget 2008: US$356,648 Supported by 
Interact and Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission

SAO Cambodia will be partnering with the 
Wycliffe Engage programme to run a Youth team 
trip this coming July for 18-25 year olds. 

We hope to see something of the work of 
missionaries engaged in linguistics and multi-lingual 
education work and the programme they support to 
translate the Gospel into minority languages.  This 
will entail visiting the far corners of Cambodia 
and meeting mission staff and tribal people in their 
homes.

In addition, we will plan to do a practical project to 
help a needy cause in Phnom Penh as well as visit 
the tourist sites, jungle areas, villages, mountains 
and the coast.

If you are interested in joining this team, please 
apply to Wycliffe UK Engage programme via their 
web site at: www.wycliffe.org.uk/engagecambodia.html

As plans firm up we will publish more details about 
the programme and costs on this web site and our 

own.  Places will 
be limited so 
sign up early to 
guarantee being 
able to come on 
a potentially 
life changing 
trip to see what 
God is doing in 
the country of 
Cambodia.

Is it for me? Do you believe that God’s Word can 
transform individuals and communities? Could you live 
in a village and learn to speak a language?  Want to know 
what it is like to live and work cross-culturally as part of 
a literacy team?  Or how literacy impacts people’s lives?  
Find out how Bible translation and literacy projects can 
impact the church and the community. 

Or do you know someone who might benefit from this experience?  Maybe a 
young adult in your church who God might be challenging to come to the Mission Field in 
Cambodia.  This could be the means by which they are motivated to discover God’s plan for their 
life and you could be part of their process of exploration. www.wycliffe.org.uk/engagecambodia.html

Engage - Cambodia 09
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Is it for me? Do you believe that God’s Word can 
transform individuals and communities? Could you live 
in a village and learn to speak a language?  Want to know 
what it is like to live and work cross-culturally as part of 
a literacy team?  Or how literacy impacts people’s lives?  
Find out how Bible translation and literacy projects can 
impact the church and the community. 

Or do you know someone who might benefit from this experience?  Maybe a 
young adult in your church who God might be challenging to come to the Mission Field in 
Cambodia.  This could be the means by which they are motivated to discover God’s plan for their 
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Cambodia Team News
Herry is starting a new term at ICC as a Development Advisor, 
Susie continues to work with children.  They were both in 
Indonesia on furlough earlier in the year.  Herry’s mum died 
recently and Susie has been unwell, so please pray for them.

Jacqui, seen here with Paul, is standing in for Sarah as our field 
coordinator, while Jez is handling the ICC Finance role at present.  
Pray for their financial support situation and future roles and give 
thanks for their new home and the way Paul is thriving.

Glynn and Tory are now back in the UK having finished their 
assignment in Cambodia.  Give thanks for what they achieved and 
pray for the family as they settle in to a new UK life.

Sarah and Pola are in the UK at present, celebrating the birth of 
baby Alice, their second daughter.  Give thanks for the safe delivery 
and pray for them as they prepare for their return to Cambodia.

Mark has been standing in as the Principal of Hope School, while 
Jane continues class teaching and other training duties.  The latest 
of their assignement extensions is due to end in June, pray that God 
will lead them with clarity towards His next task for them.

Graham and Deth have transferred to the Prison Fellowship full 
time, Deth as a Project Advisor and Graham as a management 
advisor.  Pray for them as a family adjusting to life with baby Paul 
and with Matthew’s special needs. Pray for their support too.
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Many thanks to all who sent in 
donations to SAO Cambodia in 
response to my 60th birthday 
celebration trek in Nepal. All in all 
I should have raised around £3,000 
for our work in Cambodia.
 
A group of fifteen set out the first 
day with the words ringing in our 
ears ‘today we begin the trek with 
a climb of 3,700 steps.’ Actually 
that was just the beginning of more 
and more steps to follow, both up 
and down. The terrain was difficult 
in places both due to uneven 
ground and altitude. The Nepal 
slogan ‘Nepali flat – a little bit 
up and a little bit down’ certainly 
summed up the terrain, although I 
would be inclined to re-phrase that 
as ‘Nepali flat - a lot up and a lot 
down’. 

The common sights of a variety 
of goods being transported up and 
down the mountains on porter’s 
backs was a sight to behold. We 
saw everything being carried by 
both young and old from baskets 
of vegetables to planks 
of wood to mattresses 
for beds. Of course there 
was the all familiar sight 
of multiple trekking bags 
and camping equipment 
too.  The scenery was 
outstanding from golden 
coloured rice fields ready for 

harvest to 
ice capped 
mountain 
tops. After 
sun rise the 
temperature 
rose to 
around 25c 
but after 
sunset the 
temperature 
dropped to 
-5°C. 

I was 
overjoyed 
to discover 
that our 
Sirdar, the 
man in 
charge of 
the porters 
and walk 
leaders, was 
a Christian. 
He had 
become a 
Christian 
during a 

long incurable illness. 
With all his money 
spent on medication and 
doctors, and whilst lay 
in a hospital bed with no 
hope for the future, he 
was visited by a Christian 
who prayed with him 

and told him about Jesus. With 

immediate commitment 
to Jesus and full of faith in His 
healing power he experienced a 
miraculous healing. To me this set 
before me a greater challenge than 
trekking for 10 days and climbing 
14,000 feet. How many sick people 
do I visit, pray for and tell about 
Jesus. How about you? 
  Elaine Richmond

Fund-raising in Nepal

Elaine at the base of Fish-tail mountain in Annapurna base camp

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen 
recently repeated his country would not 
“wage war” with neighboring Thailand 
over a long-running border dispute that 
erupted into violence last month.

Hun Sen said a military standoff on the 
border had eased since an October 15 
shootout that claimed four lives.

But he warned Cambodia would act in 
“self-defense if needed.”

Thai and Cambodian officials agreed 
in principle to meetings to reduce 
troops at the disputed border and to 
form a border task force. They plan to 
meet again in January.

They also agreed to start delimiting 
the border area around the 11th 
century Preah Vihear temple from mid-
December, where troops have been 
facing off since July.
Shortly after similar talks between the 

foreign ministers failed last month, 
troops from the two countries clashed 
on October 15 on disputed land near 
the ancient Khmer temple, killing one 
Thai and three Cambodians.
The Cambodian-Thai border has never 
been fully demarcated, in part because 
it is littered with landmines left over 
from decades of war in Cambodia.

The most recent tensions began in July 
when the Khmer temple was awarded 
United Nations World Heritage status, 
rekindling the long-running dispute 
over the location of the border.

Cambodia/Thai Border update

A greater 
challenge 
than the 
trekking
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Many thanks to Trinity 
Academy in Thorne, 

near Doncaster for their 
generous support of 

God’s work in Cambodia.  
They have adopted 

SAO Cambodia as their 
overseas mission.  Could 

your school do the same?

Thank You!

Sarah Johnston receiving a cheque from 
Trinity Academy pupils

SAO Cambodia is partnering with Mission Direct to run ‘hands on’ Mission teams to 
Cambodia.  Adult volunteers of any background take part in a practical project as well as 
seeing the country.  Each team runs for two weeks.  The 
dates are as follows:

1: Jan 17th – Feb 1st   2: Feb 7th – Feb 22nd 
3: Feb 28th   - March 15th   4: Mar 21st - April 5th 

Mission Direct is an Inter-denominational, International 
Christian Charity founded with a vision to be of practical 
help and a desire to bring spiritual hope to some of the 
world’s poorest people.

If you would like to join a  team or want to know more, please visit the 
Mission Direct website: www.missiondirect.org or telephone the office on 
01582 720144 and ask for an information pack about the Cambodia trips.

Mission Direct 2009 Cambodia

Mission Direct team in Uganda building a school

Opportunities to serve
We need a Financial advisor on a longer 
term basis.  Do you have a year or two to 
devote to serving the people of Cambodia 
and the necessary skills to give financial 
oversight to our office in Phnom Penh?

People with teaching skills are also 
needed  Are you a qualified Teacher and 
wanting to take a career break to find out 
what teaching is like in an international 
Christian school? Contact Geoff Collett. 
tel:01480 395726 or g.collett@saocambodia.org

Do you want to find out about Mission life and see the 
amazing things that God is doing in Cambodia?  In 

contrast to the Mission Direct trips we are running an 
Awareness visit for people who want to experience, 

be informed and understand more, in order to:
   pray more effectively
   hear what God is saying to them about Cambodia
     support the missionaries they meet

The trip will run from Mar 21st to April 3rd and 
cost in the region of £1500 and will be led by Ivor 
Greer. We will work with ICC, Prison Fellowship, 
PhnomPenh Bible School and Trans World Radio.

Part of the group will be folk from Mattersea Bible 
College but there is space for more.  For info email: 

i.greer@saocambodia.org

OR: See first hand what God is doing
If you can’t travel abroad then why not 

get involved by running the Edinburgh Marathon and 
raise money for SAO’s work?  Building on the success 

of last year we have some places again for this 
spectacular run through the Edinburgh scenery.  You 
could be joining 16,500 folk on this very fast course.  
You can find out more about the run by visiting the 

Marathon’s website at 
http://www.edinburgh-marathon.com 

We have reserved Charity 
places so you need not fear 
failing to be accepted.  You 

can get more information from 
i.greer@saocambodia.org
or by phoning our office 

tel: 01302 714004

OR: Run a marathon!

Ivor Greer with his medal from the 2008 run
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Ethanol
Cambodia opened its first ethanol 
factory to generate bio-fuel from 
cassava flour this month.
 
“This is the first ethanol factory in 
Cambodia and it will become the 
market place of cassava product for 
local farmers,” Prime Minister Hun 
Sen said at the opening ceremony of 
the pioneer venture invested by the 
MH Bio-energy Group of South Korea. 

Water contamination
Arsenic contamination of the Mekong 
River and groundwater is putting 
millions of residents at risk of severe 
illness due to arsenic poisoning, the 
UN and NGOs warned. 

After surveying wells along the 
Mekong, which flows through Lao 
PDR, Cambodia and Vietnam, the 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
governments concluded that as many 
as 1.7 million people were at risk of 
arsenic poisoning, whose long-term 
symptoms include skin lesions and 
cancer.

Arsenic has no taste or smell, and can 
take years of slow build-up before 
symptoms are revealed, making it 
especially hazardous and hard to detect.  

Arsenic contamination in the Mekong 
is largely caused by sedimentation, 
(the process whereby sediment 
accumulates on the river bed), often 
with the side-effect of accumulating 
naturally occurring arsenic through 
chemical interactions. 

Clearing arsenic from water supplies 
is costly, so authorities in Cambodia 
instead paint contaminated wells red 

and instruct residents to use them 
only for washing clothes and dishes. 

Dividing your assets
A married couple in Cambodia literally 
cut their house in half after they 
decided to go their own separate ways.

One half of the house was cut off by 
the husband and towed away to the 
other side of the village, while the other 
upright half has been left to his wife.

For them, neighbours said, it was the 
most cost-efficient and equitable way 
to avoid each other in a country where 
divorce lawyers could be expensive.
 
HIV/AIDS
Cambodia faces a fresh HIV/AIDS 
epidemic because of a sharp rise in 
intravenous drug use driven by an 
influx of cheap methamphetamines, 
a senior government official said. 
Lou Ramin, director general of the 
National Authority for Combating 
Drugs, told a conference that 
statistics showed overall drug use had 
decreased but intravenous use was 
growing and spreading. 

The driving force of the trend was a 
newfound popularity of ice, a cheap 
but particularly potent and addictive 
methamphetamine often sold in 
crystal form, he said. 

“The face of drug use in Cambodia 
is changing,” he told officials. “Even 
though the use of drugs in Cambodia 
has decreased overall, it has spread 
more widely.  Before, drug use outside 
of the capital was rare, but new reports 
show this is no longer the case. 
“Now we have the rise in the use 
of ice, which is often injected,” he 

said. “This is a very worrying trend, 
because injection carries an increased 
risk of HIV/AIDS.” 

Ramin said his authority found that 
while 14 per cent of intravenous drug 
users in the capital were HIV-positive 
in 2006, that figure had risen to 35.1 
per cent by 2007 and with the spread 
of ice, in particular, there was a real 
fear of a nationwide trend. 

Cambodia has been held up as a 
model in the fight against HIV/AIDS 
after managing to reduce its infection 
rate substantially in recent years. 
However, it still has one of 
the highest rates in the region, 
and experts have warned that 
complacency and changing 
demographics of those most at 
risk, ranging from sex workers and 
soldiers to drug users and others, 
could easily lead to a fresh explosion 
of the disease. 

Corruption
UN Assistant Secretary-General 
Peter Taksoe-Jensen travelled to 
Cambodia to discuss the country’s 
troubled Khmer Rogue tribunal 
with Deputy Prime Minister Sok 
An. Taksoe-Jensen requested the 
meeting amid ongoing allegations of 
corruption on the Cambodian side of 
the UN-backed court. 

The tribunal was established in 
2006 after a decade of negotiations 
between the UN and the Cambodian 
government and will put on trial 
five former leaders of the genocidal 
Khmer Rouge regime. 

The first trial is now due to begin 
in early 2009. 


