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GENERAL INFORMATION

SAO Cambodia is an evangelical inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in 1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of
the Cambodian Evangelical Church. The Object is to promote the
Christian faith and relieve poverty and distress among the peoples of
Southeast Asia. Work is now solely amongst Cambodians.
SAO Cambodia is a member of International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections, the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC) and British NGO's for Development (BOND).

Editorial - the Death of Religion?
Dear Friends,
The past months have brought a new perspective for many of us
following the tragedy of Boxing Day. Some questioned God for
‘allowing’ the Tsunami to happen. The press talked of the ‘death
of religion’, using the misnomer ‘act of God’ to describe the event.
In the broken world we live in we cannot expect immunity from
natural disasters, until the Lord’s return brings healing.
It was incredible to see how people responded so compassionately
to the disaster, with the UK raising far and away more money, in
one month, than any other appeal in this country. Of course the
challenge to us all is to learn how to turn an emotional response
to visible and dramatic suffering into a long-term commitment to
deal with the larger crises of our time.
I admit to confusion mixed with a little cynicism as to why 9/11
sparks a multi-billion dollar ‘War on Terror’ when the UN report
of 20,000 child deaths a day from preventable disease and poverty
barely gets a mention. Why did we stand by when a 1.7 Million
Cambodians were murdered and yet send an army to rescue
Kuwait? Why does the largest economy in the world ignore the
climate change that threatens the livelihood of the poor? Why
does the Tsunami appeal touch people’s hearts when a similar
number died in South Africa alone last year from AIDS?
These issues are complex and overlaid with political and economic
drivers and we would be naive to think that the world will mend
its ways; we live in a fallen world. Yet as Christians we should
continually strive to bring healing and justice as our Lord did,
listening to Him for guidance on what part we should play. Do
pray and support our SAO team in Cambodia who have been
called to continually give of themselves to try to share God’s
compassion and love.

VISION for Cambodia: Winter, Spring, Summer and Autumn. News
for Praise and Prayer is issued with VISION magazine

Geoff Collett

DONATIONS

We rely on God to meet our needs through gifts from Churches,
individual supporters and funding agencies and events. All donations
are acknowledged unless otherwise requested. General gifts may
be allocated to the greatest need, although donors can indicate a
preference. Funds given for a specific appeal will be used for that
purpose.
We invite individual donors who pay UK tax to complete a Gift
Aid Declaration Form (obtainable from the Bawtry Office). This will
enable us to claim back from the Inland Revenue tax already paid
(currently 28% of the gift). Cheques should be made payable to
“SAO Cambodia” and sent to the Bawtry Office.

BANKERS

National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, Market Place,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/c: 69404054; Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/c name: SAO Cambodia

AUDITORS

Mazars , Mazars House, Gildersome, Leeds, LS27 7JN
SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH
Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@saocambodia.org
Web site: www.saocambodia.org

SAO Cambodia is working in partnership in Cambodia
with four other missions as part of
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC)

2 | No. 129 Spring 2005

The Redcliffe College Mission Training Centre has a number of helpful
articles on these issues on their web site, go to http://www.redcliffe.org
and follow the links.

Praise God for for Sophia Reaksa Himm
born on 4th February 2005
Phaly and Reaksa
(the author of
“Tears of my
Soul” soon to be
reprinted) are
delighted at their
new daughter - a
sister to Philos.
(Philos meaning
love, and Sophia meaning wisdom.)
Front Cover Main Photo: courtesy Geoff Collett

Bophana returns
after 32 years
Bophana Taing, the wife of Taing Chhirc, our
spiritual founder, who was martyred in the Khmer
Rouge years, made a long awaited return to the
country of her youth.
December 2004 marked the return to my homeland, after
32 years. I arrived at the airport in Phnom Penh, very
emotional knowing that most of my loved ones would
not be there to meet again. Thank God for comforting
the pain in my heart, for providing company through my
friends, Elaine and Vera, and for making this whole trip
possible for me.
My weeks spent in Cambodia brought many memories
- I saw my old flat, school and my parent’s house again.
Also, it was lovely to see my nephew and Chhirc’s
relatives and to be able to spend time with them. I
have now been able to see for myself the changes in
Cambodia; the modern houses, hotels and the growing
churches. Phnom Penh is so much more crowded than
before but I was touched by the friendliness of the
Cambodian people.

Bophana, in Siem Reap, sings a hymn written by her late husband

My trip included visits to the orphanages, the homeless
and the SAO office where there was much hard work
being done. Because of this, I feel that there is hope for
Cambodia. I look forward to going back again some time
in the future.
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and
support, and for the encouragement from my church in
Penicuik. My trip was a great blessing. God bless you all.
Bophana Taing.

We are pleased to announce
the safe arrival of Hannah
Chhin, born on Jan 21st to
Sarah and Pola
Sarah writes

‘Praise God for the safe delivery of Hannah, for good quality medication within
sell-by dates and for hospital machinery that works. Pola was able to be there for the birth, even though
it was a C-section. In Cambodia, men aren’t really allowed into the room with their wives during labour
and birth, so he wasn’t sure what to expect. He was a great support, as was my mum who stayed with us
for the whole labour.
We are in the fortunate position of having a very obliging daughter – she’s feeding well, doesn’t cry much
and sleeps for stretches of 3 hours at a time during the night, which does the bags under our eyes the
world of good! Pray for us all as we learn to be a family of three.
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Sokhon’s Story Part 1:The beginning of Pol Pot’s power:
Thuy Sokhon Hong is an SAO Cambodia Council Member living in Godalming, Surrey. She recently returned
to Cambodia with her daughter to revisit some of the scenes of her past. Although the Khmer Rouge years are
history for many of Cambodia’s young people, the older generations are still dealing with the darkness of those
years and the country struggles with the after effects of the civil war that only ended in 1997. We will come
back to Sokhon’s story over the next few issues of Vision as she relives the memories and tries to lay them to
rest. Please pray for Sokhon as you read these words.
I remember it was the 17th April 1975
when Phnom Penh fell to the Khmer
Rouge. That day my mother, sisters,
brothers and I, last heard my
father’s voice on the telephone
from his office, to a background
of gunfire.

with our mouths shut to avoid attracting
attention.
Every one tried not to walk too
fast, so we would not have too far
to walk back. But after 3 days
and 3 nights, slowly walking and
sleeping on the roadside, constantly
threatened with death by teenage
soldiers with their gun barrels pushing at
our backs, they shouted at us to walk on
further away out
of the city suburb.
Then the suffering
began seriously.
The sick had been
chased out off the
hospital with no
medicine and no
doctor or nurses to
help them. Water
was not a big
problem but people
had to fight for
food. Tolerance
and manners
disappeared as
people screamed
at each other for a
place to sit or sleep
on the road. We
wanted to go to the
toilet but there was
no privacy. There
were so many
people that in one hour we covered only
50 metres and all in 30 - 35˚C heat. No
one dared to walk off the road fearing
minefields or death at the hands of the
Khmer Rouge soldiers. When I went to
look for somewhere private to go to the
toilet, I bumped into dead bodies full of
maggots and buzzing with flies.

never see
home
again

The Khmer Rouge soldiers told
us that for our own safety we must walk
out off the city but that but only for 3

Sokhon (left) at the 2004 Conference

days, so they said, then we would return
to our houses. They called the soldiers
of Phnom Penh government under Lon
Nol, their enemies. What would happen
to us if they knew that my father was
a high-ranking officer? So we did not
bring much food or clothing. We were
cautious, walking with our head down

I remember the crowd of people was
like a big flock of birds with hardly
any space to move between one person
and another. I can still hear the
children crying, the shouting, mourning,
screaming, arguing all to the sound
of gunfire from behind us. I can see
in their eyes the realisation that they
will never see their homes and families
again. It is nothing different from our
own feelings.
I found it hard then to understand
how or what my mother thought in
this situation. She was not normally
the kind of person to sit still and do or
say nothing. I was very worried about
her having only recently left hospital
following her eye operation. The soldiers
took all her medicines and her suffering
started then.
My elder sister Var with her two toddler
girls, she still looked strong and firm and
tried to make sure every one have food to
eat and place to sleep in the group. We
were fortunate to have my elder brother
with us before the evacuation from
Phnom Penh. I myself also do not know
how to describe of my feeling, my brain
is kind of shut down completely and
its like I’m not even there in this awful
situation.

In the next episode of Sokhon’s
story, hear how some of the family
managed to stay together, how
Sokhon was married and how they
lived in the darkness of the years of
the Khmer Rouge.

Two Ladies’ stories that highlight some of the
challenges that Cambodians have faced in the past
30 years. Sokhon and Sombath will both be at our
Conference this year. Do join us and meet them.
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Sombath’s Story
My name is Meas Sombath. I am 29
years old. My mum came from a big
family of thirteen children, she became
a widow when my father died during
the Khmer Rouge regime along with six
of her siblings. She married again in
1980 and three more children joined
my older sister and me in the family. I
was born in 1975 and after the Khmer
Rouge were defeated, lived in Kampong
Som near the coast.
I came from a Buddhist family and
even though I used to go to the pagoda
with my mother, I did not understand
much about Buddhism. But in my
heart I believed that there
is only one God. When I
was 14 years old, our family
was very poor and we had
a very difficult time. I used
to shout to God to help my
family. In 1991 I had an opportunity
to join a Youth Apprenticeship scheme
sponsored by World Concern, learning
computer, English and typing for a
year. While studying with World
Concern I heard about Jesus Christ
through my teachers and became
curious. After a year I began to

understand the word of the
Lord and accepted Him as
my personnel savior in 1993.
After I became a Christian
my Grandmother as well as
my aunties got very angry
and would not let me go to
Church. I had to go through
many temptations and
persecution. My aunties used
to criticize me, for being a
Christian - wouldn’t keep
any food for me when I came
back from Church and told
me that Jesus would give me
food. They would give me
jobs to do just before church
to stop me going. In 2000 God gave
me a small house of my own and, even
though the house was small, I had
freedom to worship.

Grow in
Faith

Before becoming a Christian
I used to be very selfish and
quarreled with my family. When
I was a teenager my stepfather
sold all our things to pay for alcohol
and was violent to my mum. I always
needed love from my parents, but never
had it for even one day. I wanted to
kill my stepfather for what he did, but
then he threw me out of the house. He
eventually died but I still had to move
from house to house. When I became

Sombath at her desk in ICC

a Christian the family saw the change
in me, with more patience, love and
forgiveness for my stepfather. Since
then, our relationship has changed
for the better; they do not persecute or
criticize me any more. I continue to
grow in my faith and share the Word
to my sisters and friend who have also
accepted the Lord. There is peace, love
and harmony in the family now. I
care for my relatives when they were
sick and share what I have with them.
I don’t expect anything from them but
only for them to know the true God. I
still have problems but God is always
there to care and comfort me. God is
good all the time.

Sombath works in the ICC office where she is a great help to all who pass through, particularly
as the guest rooms are one of her responsibilities. Together with Leakh (see last quarter’s
Vision magazine) she has been in Denmark for two months and will join us for the conference..

Last Opportunities
The Conference March 11-13th at
High Leigh, Hertfordshire.
Come and meet in fellowship with other members of the SAO family,
including team member Sarah and Pola in the UK on home leave/maternity
leave. Also Leakh and Sombath, visiting from Phnom Penh, will join us.
Sombath featured in this months magazine, works in the ICC office doing
administrative work and Leakh works for the SPPA project. The Rev Wati
Longkumer, the Indian Dean of Academics at the Phnom Penh Bible School,
who is currently studying in the UK, will also join us (for more on Wati see last
summer’s issue of Vision. This Vision also reported on the 2004 Conference).
Ministry from Rev Geoff Larcombe (Pastor of Godmanchester Baptist
Church) who is a former missionary in India and current trustee of LatinLink.
Conference Details/Costs from £110with day rates available.

Youth Team Trips
We are still looking for some young
people to join the team trip in July/
August 2005. These trips are great
fun, a big adventure and very hands
on. We meet and work with a variety
of expat and Cambodian Christians
as well as doing outreach to those not
yet saved. Orphanages, schools, street
kids, elephants, Angkor Wat, the
jungle and churches are all exposed
to the young people’s enthusiasm.
We expect our team members to
experience what God is doing in
Cambodia as well as in them.
DO YOU KNOW A YOUNG
PERSON WHO NEEDS TO
SPEAK TO GEOFF?
Text on 07730 589605 or contact him
through the Bawtry Office.
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Working amongst the tribal
Steve Hiett is a trained
veterinarian who has worked
for ICC in Mondulkiri for a
few years. His wife Kim home
schools Jakob and Dana.
They live in the tiny provincial
capital of Sen Monorom.

groups such as the Bunong, Krung, Tampoun and
Jari. In Mondulkiri ICC works among the Bunong
people, combining bilingual literacy (mother tongue
literacy combined with learning the national Khmer
language) and agricultural development activities.
Slash and burn Agriculture

The Bunong people practice a slash and
burn agriculture, which typically produces
food for between 6-9 months of the year.
The shortfall is then made up via forest
resources such as tapping resin, hunting
small game, and other non-timber forest activities.
Although famine is relatively rare in Mondulkiri,
protein deficiency, inadequate caloric intake, and
malnutrition related conditions are extremely
common. But this year the harvest was very poor
yielding only a couple of months of food reserves.
The implications for the Bunong are serious, as they
are for the forest resources, which they will have to
turn to avoid starvation.

a slow process, yet seeing p
skills and provided such cri
own communities is very ex

As the ICC staff deals direct
production, farming issues,
health issues, a clearer and
of the factors th
to the local com
Then informatio
incorporated int
Within even the
educational prim
captivate the audience and
and future value of educatio
important issues the village

...seeing people
develop
is exciting!

Education can address a multitude of social and
developmental issues. But schools teach in the
national language, which many Bunong children
do not speak, so education has been viewed as
unimportant. Only 4% of the Bunong adults are
literate.

Modelling Christ

In all these activities we are
of Christ, caring for the phy
as we seek to mend people’
In the past, the Bunong had
school, what will you eat? I
should learn to eat chalk!”
they change this saying to s
want to eat well, first go to

Animal Health

Steve, Kim, Dana and Jakob at Sen Monorom’s airstrip

SAO and our partners in ICC, have many
different projects around Cambodia. One
unique niche for ICC’s is in the jungles
of the northeastern hill tribe provinces
of Ratanakiri and Mondulkiri. These
provinces have historically been very
remote and removed from the other areas
of Cambodia. The vast majority of the
population are indigenous minority people
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To stimulate interest in education and improve
the food security simultaneously, ICC designed an
integrated project. Steve Hiett, works along side the
education specialists, dealing directly with the food
security situation by training village level animal
health agents. These men and women go through 4
weeks training on livestock diseases and are instructed
in appropriate diagnosis, treatment, and preventative
practices. The attendants are then given a start-up
kit of medications and supplies to begin treating
sick animals. This approach is new in an area where
animal health services were non-existent.
ICC conducts the trainings in a practical way, with
a lot of hands on demonstrations and village followups throughout the training period and beyond. It is

Bunong lady and her children

people of Eastern Cambodia

people develop these new
itical services within their
xciting and rewarding.

tly with the local animal
, and even human
detailed understanding
hat are most important
mmunity develops.
on on these issues is
to the literacy program.
e very basic first set of
mers, ICC is striving to
prove both the current
on by addressing the most
ers are facing.

e seeking to model the love
ysical and social needs
’s relationship with God.
d a saying: “If you go to
If you go to school, you
Our hope is that over time
something like: “If you
school”.

Environment under
threat
The hill tribes live
in environmentally
Giant Mekong Catfish
sensitive areas
of Cambodia. Their livelihood
is threatened by development in
the form of hydro electric dams
which alter river flows,
unsustainable logging
which destroys the forest,
population pressures from
immigrating lowlanders, and
climate change.

where the Tonle Sap flows upstream
for 200km, forming a great lake near
the ancient ruins of Angkor Wat. The
floodwaters then spread out, engulfing
the surrounding rainforest.
The waters carry fertile sediment,
fish larvae and fingerlings into the
forest, which turns into a vast fecund
nursery ground for fish - the source
of one of the world’s
biggest inland fisheries, but
environmentalist fear that
all this will change as the
flow in the river alters.

the Tonle Sap
flows upsteam...

Even the mighty river Mekong is
at risk. It flows for 4,500km (2,800
miles) out of the Tibetan ice fields and
through the mountains of Yunan in
southern China, before tumbling into
the flood plains of Thailand, Laos and
Cambodia and entering
the sea through its
delta in Vietnam.
Its flows are highly
seasonal, with 30 times
more water in the river
during the monsoon
than in the dry season.
So great is the disparity
that, in Cambodia, the
swollen river forces one
of its major tributaries,
the Tonle Sap, to go
into reverse from June
to September. This
unique spectacle takes
place right in front
of the Royal Palace in
Phnom Penh, from

But now the river flows are threatened
by the creation of hydro-electric
dams along its course and on its
tributaries. The unique ecology and
the communities that depend on it are
threatened by the disturbed flows.

The Bunong use working elephants
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Introducing
the Barrow
family
Glynn and Tory Barrow and
their five children, Daniel, Georgie,
Bee, Harry and Ella are joining the
team in Phnom Penh in April this
year. Glynn has a background in
Business Management and IT and
together with Tory they have adopted
three Cambodian children to join their
family. We will welcome them all into
membership at the coming conference.
Five years ago we were in a church
home group in France where we
were living and experiencing church
in a different culture. We had been
praying about what was next when a
lady brought a single word from God
for us, that word was ‘Cambodia’.
We discovered SAO Cambodia,
joined the next SAO
conference and began our
journey to learn about the
country.

and sought God’s leading. We went
back to scripture Matthew 28.16
James 1:26 –27, verses that mean a
lot to us. God chose us from the
beginning of time and has a plan
to work through us; he could do it
himself, but he chose to use us in his
great commission. All we have to do
is obey.

I’m not
ready!

In the intervening years we have
spent over three months in country,
struggling on our first trip with huge
culture shock, but it was on that
occasion that our hearts went out to
the country and its people.
So when we had a call from SAO five
minutes before we set off on our last
trip, asking us to look at the jobs that
were available out there, we listened

We found ourselves saying
‘not now I’m not ready; I can
barely cope with life here so
how could we possibly go?
What will it do to our children; what
about schooling; I hate mosquito
bites’! But God had been preparing
us. A recent move had led to Tory
home schooling the children which
is perfect for Cambodia, where
schooling can be very expensive.
So we are packing up our comfortable
four bed roomed house and selling
most of our possessions. Our house

sold the other week at exactly the
right time. We are still praying in
faith for around £400 per month to
be pledged for the support of our
large family. We have been astounded
at the way God has moved people’s
hearts towards this.
After intensive language study my
human resources role in Phnom Penh
will be to build up and encourage the
whole team. To make sure that all
of the 120 Khmer and 30 ex patriot
staff have everything they need to do
their jobs to the best of their abilities.
That includes skills as well as the
practical things. Tory will be full
time home schooling the children.
One of the highlights of the role is
to plan visits and welcome visitors
and new staff. We love having people
come and stay or have a meal with
us. If any of you want to come and
see what it’s really like, get in touch.

We have recently produced a new leaflet describing the work of SAO
Cambodia and our partners in ICC. It is intended to be a general
introduction to the work we are doing to rebuild the country of Cambodia,
physically, socially and spiritually. A sample of the leaflet is attached on
the right for you to detach and use to introduce us to your friends. If you
need more copies of the leaflet then please contact our office.
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We invite you to
complete the response
slip overleaf

(An open letter challenging British
Christians written in 1973)

Taing Chhirc

“Give us the right to believe in
Jesus, the true God on whom
you have believed for many,
many centuries … many of my
country men are fed up with
the heavy yoke and horror of
false gods … we are hungry for
the truth,… Jesus Christ died
2000 years ago for our sins but
we have only just heard …”

The Call

Major Taing Chhirc
Founder of
SAO CAMBODIA
and martyr for the
Cambodian Church

The church, after years of repression, is
experiencing rapid growth. Mature
leadership is needed for the young
churches.

Religion
90% of people are Buddhist with an animistic
belief in spirits.

Background

Member of
Global Connections and BOND
Registered as a charity as
Southeast Asian Outreach
No. 293382

admin@saocambodia.org
www.saocambodia.org

Tel: 01302 714004
Fax: 01302 710027

Bawtry Hall,Bawtry
Doncaster, DN10 6JH, UK

In 1991, in their most expensive operation, the
UN oversaw the ﬁrst elections. Since then
Cambodia has developed rapidly as the country
has received much foreign aid and with the
cessation of the civil war with the Khmer Rouge in
1997. Some afﬂuence has come to sections of
Phnom Penh society but rural Cambodia is being
left behind.

The people and culture still bear the scars from
this period, which must rank amongst the worst
human tragedies of the 20th Century In the years
that followed under Vietnamese rule Cambodia
continued to struggle with continuing civil war,
political unrest and lawlessness, where landmine
injuries, the stripping of natural resources, poverty
and famine were commonplace.

Cambodia experienced genocide and the
infrastructure was destroyed when a quarter of
the 8 million population died in the Khmer Rouge
“Killing Fields” of 1975-79.

If you would like to know more about Cambodia
and the work of SAO Cambodia please complete
the reply slip overleaf, visit the web site at
www.saocambodia.org or email us on
admin@saocambodia.org

Working in partnership with other Missions and
through International Cooperation Cambodia

...sowing the seeds of a
new tomorrow

A Christian Mission
working solely amongst
the Cambodian people
The mission was formed in the UK
in 1973 as ‘Cambodia for Christ’
after a challenging call from Major
Taing Chhirc, a Cambodian Church
leader, to raise awareness and
prayer for his country. Chhirc was
killed for his faith when Phnom
Penh fell to the Khmer Rouge in
April 1975.

Committed to the proclamation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ through the spoken word
and demonstrated in action
The mission started work in
Cambodia in 1991 after the
Vietnamese withdrawal,
implementing development
projects and church support.
In 2000 SAO Cambodia started
working in partnership with four
other mission groups as
International Co-operation
Cambodia (ICC)

HOW ABOUT YOU?
� Short term workers
� Professional teaching
visitors
� Mission Awareness visitors
� Youth Teams
� Long term Missionaries

IS GOD CALLING YOU?

Address: ………………………………………………………….. • The enclosed donation of £
and/or*
……………………………………. Post Code: ……....………
• All donations I make hereafter until I notify you otherwise
Tel No: ………………………..........................

Email: …………………………...........................................…

*delete as appropriate

Send to SAO Cambodia, Bawtry Hall, Bawtry, Doncaster DN10 6JH • Signed…………………………........…. Date………......…..

My Response

(Complete only if you currently pay UK tax)

Our Ministry
Children at Risk
We run projects training child care
workers to improve their skill levels,
attitudes, AIDS awareness, trauma
counselling and networking skills. These
enable them to help the many
disadvantaged young people of
Cambodia living in orphanages, on the
streets, coping with AIDS and abuse. We
also support projects working directly
with street children bringing physical
support and the message of Jesus’ love.
Ethnic Minority Groups
We work with remote hill tribes to bring
them a script for their language. We also
seek to educate in life skills, healthcare
and improve food security. We aim to
help them to cope with the changes that
are taking place in their society through
written education in both the national
and their own languages and to give
them access to the word of God in their
heart language.
Micro enterprise schemes
We work to facilitate other agencies in
running micro enterprise schemes which
in turn beneﬁt the more than 85 percent
of Cambodians live in rural areas
practicing subsistence farming. For them
there are few income generation or
employment opportunities to enable
them to improve their standard of living
and access health and educational
resources.
Dentistry
We collaborate with the National Faculty
of Dentistry, running an English language
program for staff to access professional
literature. We also provide teaching input
to the orthodontic training.

I want SAO Cambodia to treat as Gift Aid:-

Name: …………………………………………………….....…..

Gift Aid Declaration

Please put me on the SAO Cambodia postal mailing list
I want to receive news/magazines * by email
I enclose a gift to be used where needed

Dental Teaching
SAO Cambodia is supporting a post graduate teaching programme at
the Dental School in Phnom Penh in which a number of orthodontists
from the UK are involved. Richard Pilley from Ayr made his first visit to
teach students in October last year. These are some of his reflections.
A taxi and then two
aeroplanes transport
Jon Hammond (the
Programme Director)
and me from the dim
damp cold of London
to the dazzling light
and heat of IndoChina.
Immigration Officials at the airport make
their careful measured way through the
bureaucracy as the do the world over and
at last we have arrived – officially. Another
taxi carries us the few miles to our hotel.
The Cambodians are happy, welcoming,
gracious and graceful.
“So what you think of Cambodia?”
Its very hot …
“Hot? No, we sorry its so cold: this is end
of the rainy season.”
How cold is it?
“Only 20 degrees.”
20 degrees? It never gets to 20 degrees in
Scotland!
“Never get to 20 degrees? Ha! Ha! We know
you joke! Ha! Ha!”
But grim anecdotes fall from my lips about
frost and freezing fog and the Cambodians
seem rather more ready to cross “Scotland”
off their list of “places to visit”
One morning, early, I get up and go
running. Its just 5.45 but the sun is up and
the heat of the day is building. I see other
local runners and we smile and wave at
one another – as runners do. In a garden,
a Master is drilling a squad of people
practicing karate. It’s rather like an ad for
the VW Polo which was used on TV a few
months ago. I pass little knots of young
people playing street badminton: stand in
a circle, about a dozen of you. One player
throws the shuttlecock up into the air to
serve and as it falls another player steps
smartly forward and kicks it upwards again
with his heel.
The Dental School is much like dental
schools everywhere, students with books,
the ever present smell of oil of cloves and

patients waiting in lines. Cambodians
have exactly the same ideas about teeth
being straight (for example) as we do in
the UK.
I have a curious feeling that every thing is
different yet nothing has changed!
Jon Hammond is an old hand here –he
first came in the aftermath of the civil war,
when the repose of the night was often
broken by the crackle of gunfire!
Our job is to examine a large group
of patients to see which of them will
be suitable for our clinical teaching
programme. They are all very polite and
helpful, carefully removing their sandals
before climbing in the dental chair.
There’s a lot to do and my inclination is to
briskly organise the staff and start issuing
clinical instructions, as I do in my own
hospital.
Before I went, I attended a short
orientation meeting with Ivor Greer and
another experienced colleague of his. They
pointed out that as guests in the country,
it’s important for us to respect the way
social interactions take place. I do my best
and afterwards ask Jon how I got on.
“You’re obviously used to being in charge”
Was I too much in charge?
“No, I think they quite like that”
Well, at least they will not have to put up
with me again for another twelve months!
As Christians we hope to use this
missionary opportunity for extending the
Kingdom.
I was a very new quantity to the dentists
at the dental school and there was no
bridge of familiarity, friendship or shared
experience which might have allowed
me to approach them on a more spiritual
level. On the other hand, lots of people I
saw in the UK wanted to know why I was
going. So to my surprise, my Christian
witness was not in Cambodia, but back
in the UK, amongst my friends, family,
colleagues and patients!
Richard Pilley

Posts In Cambodia
Programme Director
Project planning / Monitoring &
Evaluation / MIS / Research
FLD Advisor
Advising FLD (NGO) – (fish farming and
extension) in process of localization
Project Manager for Mondulkiri project
Leading and Managing the Com Dev
project among the Bunong (literacy and
food security - livestock)
Education Advisor – based at University
Purpose is to positively influence policies
at Ministry level and provide support to
the field. Networking focusing on Non
Formal Education and Minorities
Food technologist / Chemistry
Processing of products for marketing and
for food preservation (Income Generation
& Food security)
Veterinarian - Mondulkiri
Training local (tribal) farmers the basic
principles of animal health and simple
treatment.
Dentist
Teaching and coaching students at the
Dental Faculty and its clinic.
ESL Teachers
Teaching English at the Dental Faculty and
do support activities in the language lab
and Faculty library

PRISON FELLOWSHIP (Cambodia)
Seek a Project Leader and/or
Counsellor for a new
Centre for released prisoners
Key Responsibilities:
-Mentor and develop the team of counsellors
-Manage the Centre
-Facilitate a pre-release programme in Prison
-Facilitate rehabilitation programmes at the
Centre
Key Skills Required:
-Probation, counselling or social work
experience
-Management or administration experience
-Mentoring and people skills
-Willingness to work in a cross cultural
environment and learn local language and
customs
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Cambodia News
Monarchy
Cambodia’s new monarch Norodom

Sihamoni, 51 and unmarried, said
he will follow his father’s teachings
to be a faithful and devoted servant
of the nation and the people. “I will
never live apart from the beloved
people. The Royal Palace will
remain a transparent house, there
will never be an ivory tower”.
Political merger prospect

Prince Norodom Ranariddh, leader
of the FUNCINPEC party, has begun
talks to go into coalition with the
Cambodian People’s Party. The
prince said that the merging is for
the interests of the nation to bring
long-term political stability.
Khmer Rouge trials

Prime Minister Hun Sen warned
that Cambodia and the UN might
lose the chance to try former
Khmer Rouge leaders for crimes
against humanity unless a tribunal
is convened soon. None of the
regime’s leaders has been brought
to justice. Pol Pot died in 1998, but
many of his ageing deputies live
freely.
Tourism

Cambodia’s tourist arrivals in 2004
increased sharply compared with
2003, according to the Ministry
of Tourism. Just over 1 million
foreigners visited Cambodia, up
from 700,00. Cambodia has a fiveyear plan to bring the industry up
to international standard.
Brothel Village closure
Police closed a brothel village
popular with Asian and European
visitors and a haven for trafficked
underage girls. The brothels
employed 800 prostitutes in 210

Compiled by John Heard from various reports

rooms. The girls, now dispersed
around Cambodia, were all ethnic
Vietnamese with a quarter under
18. But within a few days about
30 men and women attacked a
shelter and took back 80. Sources
say that eight of those arrested
during the police operation and
subsequently released participated
in the recapture.
Economic reforms
The World Bank has warned
that Cambodia must make
improvements in key areas.
Financial accountability and reform
of the judiciary and the civil service
need particular attention with the
need also to combat corruption.
But the economy has grown at a
rapid rate - thanks to the garment
industry - although this is now
threatened by the end of the US
garment quota system which
removes privileges. At least 20
garment factories have closed
recently, putting thousands out of
work and risking pushing them
into prostitution, says the UN.
However, World Bank surveys
indicate that 60% of buyers
expected a trade increase.
Oilfields
Three oilfields have been found
in Cambodian waters in the Gulf
of Thailand. The President of the
National Assembly, Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, said Chevron Overseas
Petroleum had been conducting
explorations and extraction could
start by 2007. An estimate shows
about 106 trillion to 176 trillion
cubic feet of gas and 400 million
barrels of crude oil.

Human Trafficking
The Greater Mekong Sub-Region
nations, Cambodia, Thailand,
Laos, VietNam and Myanmar,
have committed themselves to
action on trafficking prevention,
law enforcement, the prosecution
of traffickers, and the recovery,
reintegration and support of victims.
UNICEF-supported studies indicate
that 1.2 million children worldwide
are trafficked every year with onethird within the East Asia region.

Many children live in difficult situations

Child Poverty
Over 2 million Cambodian children
live in absolute poverty, with many
lacking basic healthcare, according to
the UN Children’s Fund. Recent data
states that, 45% are malnourished,
45% lack measles immunisation,
66% have no access to safe water
and 86% lack adequate sanitation.
The statement also said an estimated
50,000 children had been orphaned
due to AIDS by 2001, and this could
rise to 142,000 by 2010.
Meanwhile
A 10 lb meteorite landed in a
former Khmer Rouge zone started
fires across rice fields. Villagers saw
it as a divine omen of peace and
some asked the police to leave it as
a shrine. Encouragingly in another
ex-Khmer Rouge area there are now
7 churches.
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