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>> EDITORIAL

Dear friends,
You may remember the autumn 2016
edition of Action magazine. Back then I
quoted Paul’s first letter to the
Thessalonians, ‘give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus’. This verse has
continued to be on my mind and ring
true over the last nine months. The
Cambodia Action team has overcome
many difficulties through the grace of
God, which I have the privilege of
sharing with you now.
Recently, some of our team members
in Cambodia have received damaging
injuries that the Lord is restoring and
healing. Co-workers of our partners
have been faced with difficult health
issues, yet we have seen them both be
supported financially and come through
difficult medical procedures. Friends of
our team in the field have experienced
life threatening accidents. Still through
God’s provision they have not only
survived but come out with no serious
injuries! June saw Cambodians go to
the polls in their communal elections.
Historically this would have been a time
of instability, however we saw next

to no violence on the city streets or
around the country. These are all
testimonies of the goodness of God.
Since our last edition the Saunders
family have returned to the UK, after
being out in Cambodia for many years
working with Hope International School.
They have moved to a new town, new
schools and hopefully soon new jobs.
A significant answer to our prayers for
the family is that they have secured
a home big enough for them all. God
takes care of the many details of our
lives, even the small things.
As always I give thanks to God for your
support of this great ministry to
Cambodia. We thank each one of you
for your prayers and words of
encouragement! Your prayers and
giving in support of Cambodia Action,
enable us to share the
God’s love with the
least served and the
marginalised people in
Cambodia.
God bless you,
Chris

ACTION

>>

>>Good Real Men showcased at ‘The Gathering’
Each year Christian Vision for Men, CVM for short, host a weekend long
gathering of men in a field near Swindon. The purpose of the event is to attract
Christian men from all walks of life and encourage them to bring friends that do
not know Jesus. This year, Cambodia Action were offered to host a stand at the
event, to display the work of Good Real Men, one of our Cambodian partners.
This year a record number of men came to enjoy being together, worshipping
God and hearing great testimonies of God’s goodness. The Sunday was special
as thousands of men came together to pray and take communion, some for the
first time, as it was recorded that over 40 men came to Christ during the weekend.
A great joy filled my heart each morning as I joined a vast body of men waking up
early and heading to the big blue tent to hear encouraging messages of hope.

Our colourful stand attracted at least 50 men who came to chat and find out more.
During the weekend, I handed out well over 100 pieces of literature and made a
number of good contacts. It was immensely exciting to speak to those interested
in what men’s ministry across the shores looks like.
The striking red and blue flag of Cambodia was our backdrop with many printed
materials and props decorating the table. The main attraction of the stand was a
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glass caged tarantula spider! (I bought this back from Cambodia on my previous
trip). This proved to be very striking and a great discussion point. They couldn’t
believe it, Cambodians eat spiders!

I want to give a special thanks to CVM for giving us the opportunity to host our
own exhibit, and for sponsoring the Good Real Men site. Also, a tremendous
thank you to those that gave towards the costs of the weekend. I am looking forward to the interest and fruit that comes from it.
								
Chris Catlin
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>>ICC: WORKING WITH THE LEAST-SERVED PEOPLE
The Jarai Indigenous People
“We are especially encouraged to
see literacy classes in the villages
where there are no government
schools, which are the only places
for Jarai children to learn. Finally,
these children have places to go to
study!”
This is a quote from one ICC teammember who is working with Jarai
language development in the ICCiBCDE project (identity Based
Community Development and
Education) based in Ratanakiri
province. A significant number of Jarai
indigenous people live in Ratanakiri in
the rural areas towards the Vietnamese border. The indigenous people find
themselves marginalised and isolated
from the majority of Khmer society.
The ICC-iBCDE team has, through
study, research and networking with
the Jarai people, learnt that this
particular indigenous group is
suffering in terms of economics, agriculture, healthcare and
education. However, language is the
main problem which needs to be
addressed urgently, otherwise the
Jarai language will disappear word by
word. This is because the Jarai are the
only people to speak their language. It
is passed on verbally from generation
to generation, and is becoming more
mixed with other languages over time.
With no writing system for the Jarai
people in Cambodia, the language is
very vulnerable and will quickly
disappear if a writing system is not
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developed. With the loss of the
language, the Jarai culture and identity
may also vanish over time.
Since 2016, ICC-iBCDE team has
worked intentionally on the
development of a Jarai writing system.
This is done by working closely with
the Jarai people and by collaboration
with local authorities in Ratanakiri,
the Ministry of Education and other
NGOs, who have an interest in the Jarai
indigenous people. One main result to
date is that the ICC-iBCDE team has
producd a Jarai primer for beginners,
and trained volunteer teachers how
to use the primer in literacy classes.
Also, the ICC-iBCDE team has made
promotional materials and curriculum,
specifically targeted to children, these
include songs, dances and games. The
volunteer teachers are encouraged by
the ICC-iBCDE team to reflect on how
they can help beginners to learn to read
in the Jarai language. Furthermore, the
team is collecting Jarai words, in order
to make a Jarai dictionary.
However, a focus only on language
development for the Jarai indigenous
people is not enough in order to
comprehensively respond to their needs
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and rights. Therefore, the ICC-iBCDE
team is producing video and audio
recordings in the Jarai language,
which are used to promote the
importance of education, basic
healthcare, agriculture techniques,
anti-drug abuse, and other useful
topics. In addition, the ICC-iBCDE
team has, via dialogue and reflection,
built up the capacity of the Jarai to
respond and unity among their own
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communities.
The Jarai indigenous people still have
needs and rights to be met. We in the
ICC-iBCDE team continue to develop
the Jarai language, and make
opportunities for Jarai children to learn
how to read and write. Language
development is the core foundation for
any improvement of the Jarai people
now, and in the future.
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>> WORKING WITH THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT
It all started in 2002, when I was invited to a meeting about minimum standards.
An organisation had written minimum standards for shelters for trafficking
survivors, but a lady from UNICEF and I agreed that minimum standards should
cover more than shelters, be longer than a list of bullet points and owned by the
Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation (MoSVY).
Within 1 year, I was the Vice-Chair of MoSVY’s Minimum Standards Committee
drafting the Minimum Standards for Alternative Care, and a member of the
Alternative Care Advisory Committee helping draft the Policy on the Alternative
Care of Children. The policy and standards were signed in 2006. An
inspection unit was created within the Child Welfare Department in 2008 to
monitor the quality of care in centres, and in 2012 MoSVY began to close
residential centres which failed inspections, and rescue children.

I now have a desk in the Child Welfare Department as a Technical Advisor! In the
last 6 months, I’ve supported MoSVY to coordinate services for 28 children with
disabilities in care which failed inspection; helped draft the scoring system for
foster care inspections; and coordinated the first draft of a regulatory framework
for foster care and Standard Operating Procedures for Reintegration. I’ve helped
finalise the new standardised case management forms and I’m also on the
Technical Working Group to review Cambodia’s child protection system reform.
This morning, the Director of Child Welfare stood up in a meeting and gave a
presentation on the National Action Plan for Improving Child Care, with the target
of safely returning 30% of children in residential care to their families by the end of
2018! They want to see no child under the age of three living in care centres, and
no new residential centres will be allowed to open. Change is here to stay!
Research has shown high levels of long term negative impact in the lives of
children who have lived in institutional care, causing great distress to both them
and their families. Alternative care policies all over the world are changing to
enable children to grow up and develop in loving families, rather than grow up
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lonely and apart from community life.
Alternative care policies in Cambodia reflect Biblical principles, for good reason.
At M’lup Russey, we root all our work in Psalm 68:5-6 and James 1:27, and I am
privileged to be able to carry that light into meetings not everyone is invited to.
							

Article by Sarah Chhin

It is wonderful when we are able to report on what the children of our team are
up to in Cambodia. Hannah and Alice Chhin, children of Phola and Sarah Chhin
share a little about some of the volunteering work that they do...

>> VOLUNTEERING AT ANIMAL MAMA
Animal Mama is an animal shelter that cares for rescued animals, has doggie
daycare, pet boarding and is a clinic. We are volunteers there, we go there two
afternoons a week.
At Animal Mama we socialize the animals so they are easier to adopt, like an
Alsatian called Jerry who was shouted at as a puppy - he is very shy. I (Hannah)
am now bonding with him and he likes it. We give love to the animals, stroking
them, and cuddling the boarding and daycare pets.
Animal Mama is important, because it rescues animals and takes them in. There
is a dog in the clinic who got mobbed by bad people, they tried to burn him alive,
and chopped off his nose! Luckily, Animal Mama rescued him, he is called
Hercules. There is a puppy in the clinic, too.
Nellie is an Alsatian puppy whose parents were
related to each other, so she is deformed - her
hips are oddly shaped, and one of her legs had to
be amputated because it was sticking out at a
different angle. Alice is being taught to do
physiotherapy with her.
We decided to volunteer at Animal Mama,
because we wanted to do something that included
helping animals, so that we could see and love
other animals, and we can show others how to
treat animals properly. Our favorite things to do at
Animal Mama are stroking the dogs and playing
with them.
Hannah - “When I grow up, I want to be a wolf
conservationist.”
Alice - “When I grow up, I want to protect wild
animals.”
Written by Hannah and Alice Chhin
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>> PEACEFUL CAMBODIA COMMUNAL ELECTIONS
Praise God; the Communal elections
held every 5 years, passed peacefully
on June 4th, with record numbers
voting for their local commune/village
councilors.
As in western local elections, some
voted for the best person locally,
irrespective of party and others; to
register their feelings on national
issues. Over 90% of registered voters
turned out to elect candidates for the
11,572 council seats in 1,646
communes. Commune Chiefs come
from the party with most seats.
Transparency International Cambodia
monitored the poll and said it, “went
smoothly, with little to no violence or
intimidation and with most polling
officials following proper procedures.”
The result was a victory for the
Cambodian People’s Party, who has
ruled Cambodia for many years. It was
noted that there were large gains by
the Cambodia National Rescue Party,
reflecting their success in the last
national election in 2013.
The CPP won in 22 provinces but in
several cities, including Phnom Penh,
Battambang, Siem Reap and Kampong
Cham, the CNRP gained more votes
showing a divide between urban and
rural voters.
Speaking soon afterwards
the Prime Minister Hun Sen
said, “The main and first point
that all ministers and officials
should understand in their
duties, is that they are servants
rather than bosses of the
people. The citizens are the
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boss, we are the servants, therefore
we have to satisfy the boss.”
The election has brought an influx of
new public servants who need to learn
their role but who are usually not well
paid. We can pray that despite that,
they will seek to and find effective ways
to serve their people, including
co-operation between parties where
there has been a change.
These results indicate that next year’s
general election may be a close run
race. Let’s pray that the government
will seek to win votes through good
governance and the opposition will
offer sound and sensible alternatives
so that the debate is peaceful and
mature. Cambodia needs a
government that cares for its people
and accelerates improvements in the
issues that matter most to
Cambodians; education, health and
social care, employment opportunities
and the rule of law. Meanwhile, please
continue to pray for the Christian
workers who are making an impact in
these areas, and who the Prime
Minister recently thanked for their contribution to development and
humanitarian activities in Cambodia.
Zoran Sulc
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>> SAYING FAREWELL TO KEITH BUSHELL
Keith Bushell, one of Cambodia Action’s long
standing and faithful servants is now hanging
up his trustee boots. I had the opportunity to
sit with him and chat about his experience as
a trustee. Keith joined the mission way back
in the days when we were called Southeast
Asian Outreach (SAO). He had been reading
about our work in a magazine called,
‘Redemption’ as well as Cambodia Action’s
own material. Keith felt God calling him and
his family to become more involved and aware
of the work of international missions around
the world. He had already travelled to Africa
on two separate occasions seeing first-hand
the needs and desperate poverty facing
people each day. There was an eagerness
growing in Keith’s heart to get more involved,
fuelled by these trips and his newfound knowledge of the work Cambodia Action
were doing at the time.
In 1997, Keith finally made a trip out to Cambodia to explore whether the Lord was
calling him and his family to relocate to the country. However, it became clear that
God wanted Keith to get involved but remain in the UK and serve Cambodians
through volunteering as a trustee of SAO.
Over the years he has travelled to Cambodia on six different occasions, attending
team retreats and visiting different projects, while making sure to enjoy the sights,
sounds, smells and flavours of this wonderful country!
I asked Keith for one memorable moment that particularly stood out during his time
serving as a trustee. He had many, many moments but eventually put his finger on
one poignant experience. He recalled being on the streets of Phnom Penh with his
19-year-old daughter and Mark Ainsworth, praying and ministering in the red-light
district to the ladies trapped in the sex trade.
As the interview drew to close, I asked if he would recommend being involved as a
volunteer for international missions. Keith, without hesitation answered, “Absolutely,
these years have been a real blessing and an enjoyable experience, my eyes have
been opened to the needs of those less fortunate than me.”
We want to thank Keith for his commitment and heart to serve those that are
overlooked and at times forgotten. Keith will remain connected to Cambodia Action
and use his time to talk about our work and mission.
By Chris Catlin
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>> PRAISE
• We do praise God for the continuation
of Margaret Sulc’s healing after a bad fall,
we thank God for the progress that she has
made over the last number of months, so
much so that she was able to travel out of
the country to see family.
• The local election that we have been
praying for went off without any major
trouble. We praise God that violence was
kept off the streets and that none of our
team or partners staff were effected.
• We continue to marvel at the opportunities our team are afforded in making a
difference in the lives of many children, youth and adults living in Cambodia.

>> PRAYER FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR TEAM

• Recently the statistics of road deaths in
Cambodia has been in the news as a number of
news outlets have reported that death on the roads
are increasing in the country. According to a report,
one person dies on the road in Cambodia every four
hours with motorbike contributing to 80% of traffic
accidents. Last year the government embarked on
a programme to toughen up on road offenders. We
praise God for their efforts, however more needs to
be done to see the reduction of road accidents but
please pray for the government as they try to
address this growing problem.

Busy city streets

• Many of our team travel long hours each day on
the roads within the city where traffic is congested.
ICC’s staff often drive out to the province and
travel long distances to get to the projects. Please
pray for the safety of those that are serving the
Lord in Cambodia. Pray that God’s hand would be
on each trip taken.

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, Doncaster, DN10 6JH.
Tel: 01302 - 714004, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.cambodiaaction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382

