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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical 
inter-denominational mission and 
development agency, founded in 
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the 
Cambodian Evangelical Church.  The 
object is to promote the Christian faith 
and relieve poverty and distress among 
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is 
now solely amongst Cambodians.
Cambodia Action is a member of 
International Co-operation Cambodia 
(ICC), Global Connections and the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
(EFC). 

DONATIONS
We  rely on God to meet our needs 
through gifts. All donations are 
acknowledged unless otherwise 
requested. General gifts may be 
allocated to the greatest need, although 
donors can indicate a preference. 
Funds given for a specific appeal will 
be used for that purpose. 
Cheques should be made payable to 
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the 
Bawtry Office.

BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23, 
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster, 
DN10  6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054; 
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, 
Bawtry, Doncaster, DN10 6JH

Tel: 01302-714004; Email: admin@
CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.CambodiaAction.org
CambodiaAction

      @Cambodia_Action

Cambodia Action is working in partnership in 
Cambodia with three other missions as part 

of International Co-operation Cambodia  
(ICC)

 >> Inside 
this issue:

>> ICC FIELD TRIP                                           Page 4

>> CHRISTMAS GIVING OPPORTUNITY     Pages 5/8

>> WHY DO WE STILL GO TO CAMBODIA?      Pages 10/11

**Cover photo by Mark Rye



>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

ACTION >>

No. 178 Winter 2017  pg 3

>> EDITORIAL: GIVING TO THOSE LESS FORTUNATE
Dear friends,

Prov 19:17, “Whoever is kind to the 
poor lends to the LORD, and he will 
reward them for what they have done”. 

Cambodia Action along with its  
partners, has for over four decades 
been involved in reaching out to the 
poor, marginalised and, at times, the 
forgotten people of Cambodia. People 
whose lives have felt the effects of 
a lack of kindness and suffered as a 
result. The missions mandate and call 
has always been to do what we can 
with the means that we have, and by 
doing this we directly share hope,  
kindness and the love of God with 
those that need it the most. This past 
year has been no different, many lives 
have been touched as we have gone 
the extra mile again to see change. We 
have seen the success in our  
programmes and initiatives, all geared 
to make a difference to this great  
nation. We may not have been able to 
touch all of Cambodia’s 16 million plus 
people with kindness but many lives 
have been transformed, and these lives 
are shining beacons within their  
communities. 

Christmas presents a fantastic  
opportunity to reach out with scriptural 
kindness. In this edition we are show-
casing four life changing gifts. Gifts that 
will bring joy, hope and opportunity to 

the poorest and most marginalised of 
Cambodian society. However, some 
may question, “Why do we still go to 
Cambodia?’ or, “Why is Cambodia  
Action still working out there?” If these 
are your questions, then stay tuned in, 
and read ahead as Mark Ainsworth, 
one of our trustees has written a  
compelling article titled ‘Why still Cam-
bodia?’ 

At Cambodia Action the answer is 
simple; we still want to see this great 
nation of Cambodia changed by the 
love of God. We continue to believe 
that God is at work striving to redeem 
our Cambodian friends, bringing about 
better lives for those living in poverty 
and obscurity. Further still, we believe 
that God wants us to be His instrument 
of change and kindness. 

For those that have stood with us over 
the years, working and contributing 
towards this change, believing God for 
better futures among the poorest  
citizens of Cambodia. We want to 
salute and thank you. Thank you for 
standing with us, thank 
for your kindness and 
your prayers.

May you have a 
blessed peace filled 
Christmas,

Chris 

Cambodia Action pray that the peace of the 
Lord Jesus floods your heart this Christmas.
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>>ICC Field Trip
Each year the board of ICC have the opportunity to travel to an ICC Project in the 
Provinces. This past October 13 of us, including affiliated observers, ventured 
South East of Phnom Penh into the province of Svay Rieng. We were all eager 
to hear more about ICCs’ ‘Family and School Transformation Programme’ (FAST).
Sao Am who runs the project enthusiastically greeted us on our arrival, and 
showing his passion for his work he quickly began telling us about FAST, sharing 
some of their most recent achievements. The programme started back in 2012 
and seeks to improve families wellbeing through poverty alleviation, community 
empowerment and children’s education focussing on 14 different villages. As we 
continued our conversations we began to learn all about the ins and outs of FAST.
FAST targets youth by running specific clubs for them in all 14 villages. These 
clubs are a brilliant forum for ICC staff and volunteers to teach Khmer teenag-
ers, empowering them with vital skills. The young Cambodians learn specialised, 
effective agricultural techniques and other vocational skills. As agriculture is such 
a prominent provincial enterprise these effective new techniques bring greater 
financial stability into their lives. 
However, they don’t spend all their time in the classroom or in the fields. The boys 
and girls also love to play football! They often play against the other local villages, 
which is starting to increase interaction with a wider community. The friendships 
that have been built through FAST youth have 
increased local peace and have shown to 
reduce domestic violence in the community.
Sao Am spoke of the trials that many young 
people face each day in the village. Drug and 
alcohol abuse are a serious problem. FAST 
staff help their members to identifying illegal 
drugs and provide education on their damag-
ing effects both emotionally and physically. 
They learn that these don’t just harm the individual but also the wider community. 
The young people are encouraged to speak out against drug use, their message 
is ‘drugs destroy lives’! 
Within Svay Rieng, school dropout is a big problem. FAST looks for ways to  
encourage young people to stay in school, working directly with parents and  
teachers to monitor students’ progress.
After a wonderful lunch discussing FAST, we all returned to the office where we 
met a group of farmers who have really benefitted from the skills they’ve learnt. 
These farmers demonstrate the variety of skills that FAST provides. Between 
them they have skills across three sectors, fish farming, home garden subsist-
ence and animal rearing. This is a terrific programme that has so far trained and 
journeyed with 182 farmers over the last five years. 
         Chris Catlin
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Christmas Giving 

 Catalogue, 2017

Whoever is kind to the poor 

lends to the LORD, and he 

will reward them for what 

they have done.” 

Proverbs 19:17 



www.CambodiaAction.org

PPC Bright Future: Sponsor a child to go to school
It is the desire of each child in 
Cambodia to go to school with books 
and a uniform. The PPC bright future 
program ensures this happens for many 
children from poor families but there 
are still many children on the waiting 

list. Please consider changing a child’s life either through a 
month six month or year sponsorship. The gift also covers an 
all-important meal that they may not get at home.

1 month    £20            Code 7001
3 months   £60     Code 7002 
6 months £120     Code 7003 
1 year       £240     Code 7004

M’lup Russey Vulnerable children support pack 
The Community Support Groups mobilised in several villages 
by M’lup Russey are now independently running the own 
programmes, both in their own communities and in neighbouring 
villages as well. Nine Christian Churches are also involved 
in the work. Several of the Community Support Groups have 
established Youth Peer Networks, which give young people 
opportunities to participate in decision-making in their 
communities. M’lup Russey has trained the Community Support 
Groups and the Youth Peer Network members to identify 
orphans and vulnerable children in their villages, and the Youth 

This Christmas you have an opportunity to help us help the less 
fortunate, as all gifts featured here will help transform the lives 
of the poor and marginalised in Cambodia. 

Simply choose your gift, complete the order form, and return it 
to us. To save bank charges, and if you are able to do so, we are 
encouraging online giving: Please either go to the ‘GIVE’ section 
on our website (www.cambodiaaction.org) or use BACS payment 
to our bank account (Ref: Christmas gift). Don’t forget to Gift 
Aid your gift if you are able to do so. We will still be delighted to 
receive payment by cheque if online giving isn’t possible!



£15 per pack    Code  7005 

Prison Fellowship Cambodia food packs
It is the mission of Prison Fellowship a partner of 
Cambodia Action to restore lives that are effected 
by crime including the families of prisoners.
Prisoners are only given basic essentials while 
being incarcerated and we have an opportunity to 
help them with a food pack. Furthermore, many 
of their children and families suffer as a result of 
being in prison.  Each £5 prisoner food pack will 
contain packs of noodles, tins of fish and fruit juices. Each £5 
children pack will contain rice, tinned fish and noodles. The 
goal is to raise funds for 1000 food packs. 

Good Real Men Training Camps

£25 covers the cost for Good Real Men 
to train a men’s group leader. They will 
attend a course of 10 training sessions 
where they learn how to start and lead 
a men’s group either with Christians in 
a church or among non-Christians within 
their community. This covers the cost of 
materials, refreshments and staff travel.  

£25  per person.  Code  7006

Peer Networks are raising resources to 
provide these vulnerable children with 
a Support Pack, which includes rice and 
food staples for 1 month and the books, 
stationery and other materials they 
need for school for the year.  
A Support Pack for 1 vulnerable child costs £15 

Food packs for Prisoners     Code 7007       £5/ pack 
Food packs for Prisoners’ children Code 7008       £5/ pack
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 Christmas Gifts Order Form
Please complete and return to the Cambodia Action office, address below.

Title: ............. Forenames: .........................................
Surname:.....................................................................
Address: ...............................................................................................
..................................................................... Postcode: .......................
Tel: ................................ Email: ............................................................
Gift Code Description Price Quantity Total

Grand Total

I would like Cambodia Action to treat this donation as Gift Aid:
This Gift Yes          No

All donations from the date of this declaration until notified otherwise.  
           Yes            No

(I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at 
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on 
my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will 
reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 
2008.)

Signature: ................................................................ Date: ....................
Please return this form and payment to the address below. Cheques payable 
to Cambodia Action. If you would like to receive a receipt, please tick box.

Christmas Gifts  
Cambodia Action 
Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster
DN10 6JH
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach.  
Charity No: 293382 

You can also email your order 
to:-
c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org
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>> MY FIRST TRIP TO CAMBODIA 
I made a brief trip to Cambodia as an observer at the Board meeting of  
International Co-operation Cambodia (ICC), of which Cambodia Action (CA) is a 
member agency.  As a new trustee of CA, this was an invaluable opportunity to 
find out about the relationships between CA, other donor organisations, and ICC, 
which delivers projects on the ground.   

But more than that, the visit was about people, and how God is using them in  
remarkable ways in Cambodia. Observations were made at the meeting about the 
opportunities for people to use their skills, and this was borne out by talking to the 
CA members serving in Cambodia. For instance, Sarah Chhin, whose 14 years’ 
experience of helping the Cambodian government to draft alternative care policy 
has led her working at the Child Welfare Department as a Technical Advisor,  
helping to write guidelines to standardise foster care and standard operating  
procedures for family reunification and reintegration: an inspiring example of 
Christian influence at very senior levels.  

Cambodia is open to the Gospel, both politically and spiritually.  The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Cambodia has a vision for every village to have a church by 2021.  
This is a challenging target but the faith is there for this to happen, and the ICC 
meeting considered ways in which they might give practical support and training 
to the churches.

There was a small amount of spare time to walk round the 
locality in Phnom Penh and observe city life.  
Conversations with strangers started much more  
easily than in England, despite the language barrier. One 
incident gave an illustration of the spiritual need and  
opportunity.  Asking some people sitting by the local 
pagoda, whether it was OK to go up the steps and take 
photos, led to a conversation with a young woman who 
professed to be a Christian, and was keen to show me 
the book she was reading.  This was all about self-help 
and positive thinking and I observed that it made no  
reference to Jesus….

The variety of goods in the street markets was amazing, and the smell of street 
food being barbecued was delightful.  By contrast, the chaotic traffic, and  
pollution, must be a real health hazard and is something people working there 
must come to terms with.  There were also sobering reminders of the suffering 
under the Pol Pot regime, including people who had fled the country but since 
returned.   Overall, there were many indications of a nation with many needs, but 
also tremendous opportunities for Christians to make a real difference. 
                                                                                                    By David Buchan

Christmas Gifts  
Cambodia Action 
Bawtry Hall,
Bawtry, Doncaster
DN10 6JH
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach.  
Charity No: 293382 
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>> WHY CAMBODIA?            (By Mark Ainsworth)
In 1973, Major Taing Chhirc spoke at the Keswick Convention on the plight of his 
home country. He spoke of a people that had been brutally treated, including the 
existing minority church. The challenge was laid out and  
Cambodia Action was born, but that was 44 years ago. So a couple of questions 
are at hand, ‘Why do we still work there?’ ‘Why still Cambodia?‘

Since those early years, many new NGO agencies and missionaries have been 
granted access to work in the country. In the last 20 years, the church has grown 
significantly. The number of Cambodians that know Jesus as Lord has grown by 
a staggering 3000%. To put this differently, what was a few hundred believers in 
1973 is now half a million!

Today, the church has freedom to 
meet and plant churches where it 
likes, while neighbouring Vietnam and 
Laos are considered to be countries 
where the church is persecuted. So, 
what is Cambodia’s need for more 
missionaries and volunteers? Is there 
a need at all?

This is by no means the whole story.

The circled area in the map above depicts the most populated geographic area 
in the world today. As you can see, Cambodia is right in the middle. Buddhism is 
the predominant religion of South East Asia and Cambodia is typical of this, with 
95% of the population considering themselves to be Buddhist. Despite the great 
progress the church is making in Cambodia, more work can be done. 

The graph on the left 
(Source: Gordon Conwell 
Theological Seminary) 
predicts the distribution of 
populations across the  
continents, in millions by 
2020. The blue portion 
signifies Christians in each 
continent and the red the 
number of people who have 
never heard about Jesus or 
have rejected the Gospel. 
These figures are based 
on current trends so it is 
reasonable to deduce that 

Cambodia is within the most under-evangelised part of the world today. This is 
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supported by further research conducted by Global Connections, which shows in 
red countries which are least evangelised.

Globally 70,000 people die 
every day without knowing 
Christ. It is deeply sadden-
ing to know that so many of 
these people will have lived 
and not had the chance to 
hear the gospel. 

Focusing in on Cambodia, 
the majority of Khmer  
nationals do not know a 
Christian. Whether that be 
a friend, family member or 
even someone in their village. This is especially the case for those living in the 
provinces outside of Phnom Penh. 

This is a critical time in the Cambodian church. While the national population is 
growing, the church is free to meet and missionaries are also free to travel. It is 
the time not to hold back but to increase our efforts. 

The progress of the church and the work God has been doing in Cambodia since 
Major Taing Chhirc cried out for help has been phenomenal. Yet, it is clear there is 
more to be done. The unwavering passion in our hearts stirs us to serve this great 
nation, trusting in Jesus our Lord and Saviour to lead us.

 We are encouraged and challenged to push on with our work. Yet, we cannot do 
this alone. Will you join with us as we seek to reach the 14½ million Cambodians 
that do not know Jesus? 

These are three ways we would love for you to get involved:

•Pray with us as we journey with Cambodian Nationals, encouraging them to 
share Jesus with their own people

•Support us with a regular or one off donation, as we work alongside the national 
church with initiatives like Good Real Men

•Or perhaps God is calling you to work alongside us in Cambodia? If so, write to 
us, so that we may explore this together. 
 
Sources:

http://www.operationworld.org/CAMB 
https://www.om.org/en/country-profile/cambodia  
www.gordonconwell.edu 



>> PRAISE
We praise God for the way in which He continues to open up 
opportunities in the country for the gospel. The Prime minister, 
Hun Sen at a recent function hosted over 2500 church leaders 
from around the country and told them that they can enjoy peace, 
encouraging other religions not to harass Christians but rather see 
them playing important roles in society. Tep Samnang, Executive 
Director of the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia(EFC)  
commented that  “This meeting with the Prime Minister was an 
historic event that never has happened before. It is a sign that the 
Government is stating more publicly that it is more accepting of of 
the Christian community.”  With this open window of opportunity, 
the EFC has launched an initiative to plant a church in every  
village, freedom from fear in Cambodia will help this become a reality.
Cambodia Action continue to thank God for the opportunities to work with the local 
church and sees the benefits of doing so. All of our projects and partners work closely 
with local pastors and churches in the community, by this building up the local church.                                  

>> PRAYER
In light of a window of opportunity in the country let us pray that God will give our team 
opportunities to share Jesus as the Saviour of the world especially as Christmas  
approaches.

Millions of Cambodians still do not know the true meaning of Christmas and the good 
news of the one that can bring them true peace.

Continue to  pray for the church Cambodia that they 
would work together to see the Kingdom of God 
come. 

The safety of our team on the roads continues to be 
a pressing prayer need. More people are using the 
roads and many accidents are reported each week.

Please pray for our team as they rest over this  
coming Christmas period.

Cambodia Action, Bawtry Hall, Doncaster, DN10 6JH.
Tel: 01302 - 714004, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org

Web site: www.cambodiaaction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382




