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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical
inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the
Cambodian Evangelical Church. The
object is to promote the Christian faith
and relieve poverty and distress among
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is
now solely amongst Cambodians.
Cambodia Action is a member of
International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections and the
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC).
DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs
through gifts. All donations are
acknowledged
unless
otherwise
requested. General gifts may be
allocated to the greatest need, although
donors can indicate a preference.
Funds given for a specific appeal will
be used for that purpose.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the
Bawtry Office.
BANKERS
National Westminster Bank Plc, 23,
Market Place, Bawtry, Doncaster,
DN10 6JL, UK.
Current A/C: 69404054;
Sort Code: 60-02-50
A/C name: Cambodia Action
Cambodia Action, 120 Maisemore
Yate, BS37 8UW
Tel: 01454329332;
Email: admin@CambodiaAction.org
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>> Editorial
Dear friends,
In my office I have some of the original
newsletters that Cambodia Action (CA),
then called SAO Cambodia, sent out to
our faithful readers. As I page through
some of these archives they are
reminders of the faithfulness of our
God. Reminders of the many lives that
have been changed; of the lives of
those who went out to serve Cambodia
and the lives that have been touched in
this wonderful nation. As 2019 is
already upon us, we continue to believe that we will see the faithfulness of
God poured out through our team and
partners on the ground.
The call of CA from the founder Chhirc
Taing is still clear in our minds - to
inform God’s people back in the UK of
the church and people of Cambodia.
Through our magazine and media, I
hope we achieve this; sharing the vital
need to continue praying for Cambodia
and rejoicing over the good news of
what God is doing in Cambodia.
So, in this edition you will read reports
of trips in and around Cambodia that
have been made. You will read of the
joys and struggles that face
missionaries living in the field.

We also have the joy of welcoming and
introducing a new team member to
CA - Sharron Catton and an interesting article by Denzil Jarvis, one of CA’s
trustees.
As the Executive Director I am always
looking for opportunities to share what
God is doing in Cambodia, not just in
years gone by but today. I often hear
stories that touch my heart, stories like
the young man from a muslim family,
who committed his life to Christ despite
the rejection he is likely to experience
from his family. I had the privilege of
meeting him and hearing, first hand, his
story of the transforming power of God.
He shared how God had been so very
kind to him over the years.
Cambodia is still a country where many
are unreached but the good news is it
is still a country that is open to receive
foreign workers. We need to work
now while there is this window of opportunity. We have many placements
available in the field with our valuable
partners - could you be one who God is
calling now to touch lives
in Cambodia?
God bless you,
Chris

If you are interested in hearing more about
Cambodia or would like someone to share at your
church group, home group or youth group. Contact
Chris Catlin at c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org.

ACTION

>>

>>Trip to Cambodia - by Chris Catlin
Each year two trips to Cambodia are made by myself, sometimes accompanied
by some Cambodia Action trustees. These trips are designed to visit partners and
team members and attend various mission board board meetings. At the close of
2018, my second trip of the year proved to be the busiest trip that I had made in
years. On arriving at the airport I grabbed a quick shower at my accommodation
and immediately drove 80 miles to Kampong Cham to visit a project and a possible new partnership. I always plan to use the time wisely to maximise my stay in
country, and this often requires some early morning and late night travelling.
Team time
Member care is very important to Cambodia Action, meeting over meals, praying
and discussing issues are all part of what bridges the gap between us in the UK
and those in the field. We have currently a small expat team in country working
in different partnerships. They are spread around the city but with careful planning
I was able to spend time with most of our team members individually. It was also
a delight to be able to share a meal together with all those who were in Phnom
Penh at the time, particularly the Heasman family who had travelled down from
Siem Reap. Thank you to the OMF base in Phnom Penh for hosting this.
Prison visit:
One of our partners, Prison Fellowship, has
for a number of years supplied food and basic
essentials, both to those in prison and to
families who are affected by a father or
mother who has been incarcerated.
Cambodia Action had received a small
donation towards this important project and
I was given the opportunity of visiting some
affected children in the morning and prisoners later in the afternoon. Being in
prison affects the whole household with some children not being able to go to
school or having proper schooling materials and uniforms. Food in prison is basic,
often leaving prisoners hungry. The visit that I made, to Takeo province, helped to
address both of these issues by distributing food parcels to some prisoners and
school materials to a group of children. Cambodia Action believes in this ongoing
project that helps to repair communities but also shares the love of God in a
practical way. I was delighted that I had this invitation to share the love of God
with the prisoners. If you would like to help this work in any way, please be in
touch with us, every bit helps.
Good Real Men leaders meeting- Phnom Penh
The vision of Good Real Men is for men to open up about how they feel about the
issues and struggles that they face in life and present them with God’s answers in

>> www.cambodiaction.org
www.CambodiaAction.org

>> SOWING THE SEEDS OF A NEW TOMORROW FOR CAMBODIA

No. 181 Spring 2019 pg 5

Christ. Men in Cambodia bottle things up - as
a result this spills over, negatively affecting
those around them. Ministering to men and
their need to overcome issues like debt, family
problems and depression is poorly addressed
in the Cambodian church. Gathering leaders of churches together for meaningful talks
about men’s issues is very difficult but during
my visit to Cambodia I saw how the hard work
of Good Real men is paying off. I was invited
to speak at a meeting of over 30 leaders that had gathered to honestly discuss
how to reach men in their communities. My tuk-tuk driver to the meeting was a
young man that had been wonderfully changed when he accepted Christ, he
shared his life changing testimony at the meeting and challenged churches to do
more to reach men like him.
First visit to Battambang
M’lup Russey’s work is spread across a number of provinces including Battambang, a province 180 miles from the capital Phnom Penh. Being close to
Thailand, many parents are lured away by work across the border, and tragically
abandon their children to a relative, often an aging grandparent. I travelled to the
province with two staff members of M’lup Russey and the trip included visiting a
number of families supported by their programmes as well as meeting up with
those who help these children to adjust and cope with life without mum and dad.
It was a joy to travel with Rachana Sok and Mr Samsoy who were my guides and
hosts for the three-day trip. We talked about our lives, dreams and hopes of what
God will do in the future. I was touched by the generosity and kindness that these
social workers of M’lup Russey demonstrated towards some of the poorest
families that I have met in Cambodia.
New Church plants
During each trip I enjoy getting the
opportunity of visiting with some of the
churches that our team members support.
Often these are new churches, recently
started, and it is a joy to see what the
Lord is doing in some of the most needed
areas. One such harvest field is among
the garment workers, who number over
700,000 nationally. Cambodia Action believes in seeing a strong national church grow and flourish, and we encourage our
team to cultivate such relationships when they are invited to,”Come over and help
us”. 								
Chris Catlin
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>>The light is dawning - by Sarah Chhin
What do you think of when you hear
the word ‘Cambodia’? Possibly your
mind turns to Pol Pot and the country’s dark and violent past. Or grinding
poverty, children at high risk of abuse
and exploitation, corruption, high levels
of violence, or any number of other
the awful issues that befall Cambodia.
There are indeed some terrible and
dark situations here, but God is also
here - and He is not just sitting idly by!
Among other projects, M’lup Russey
works with 9 Churches in different
villages to strengthen families, prevent
family separation and provide role
models to children who have returned
to live in communities after having
lived in an orphanage. This has led to
some amazing transformations!
The Chief of one village with a
previously bad reputation for crime
says that all social discrimination
against the village has vanished due
to community awareness sessions
at the Church. Child trafficking, rape,
drug abuse and gambling have been
significantly reduced.
One Church collected data on orphans
and vulnerable children in 11 villages,
identifying 557 children who are now
supported by their local authorities.
One pastor and his wife did a Back
to School campaign for children who
had dropped out of school. Eight Role
Models are now taking eight children
to Church every Sunday. Three families of children who were reunited with
their parents after spending time in
Emergency Foster Care are now going
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to Church every Sunday, and so are
their neighbours. 36 Role Models in
Phnom Penh have turned to Christ!
God is using M’lup Russey to shine His
light in many different lives!
Of course, Satan hates that God’s light
is dawning on a dark place. The M’lup
Russey team has been beset by illness,
and three people in key leadership
positions have severe and serious back
problems. At home, we found a snake
skin in the air
conditioner in our
daughters’
bedroom and 6
highly dangerous
and venomous
White-lipped Pit
Vipers in our
garden. If that
weren’t enough,
we are now also
facing having
to demolish our
home completely due to a horrific
infestation of termites. I have no doubt
at all that these trials are no coincidence, but despite them all, we know
that God is here and we have faith in
the plan He has, both for us as a family
and Cambodia.
You are part of God’s work in Cambodia. Bringing His light into such darkness can be difficult, complicated and
dangerous, and we need your prayers
and support. We need God with us and
we need His team, our Brothers and
Sisters in Christ, to remember us in
prayer, to encourage us, to visit us and
to support us.
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>> Introducing Sharron Catton- Cambodia Action’s
newest team member
When Sharron arrives in Cambodia she will be working with M’lup Russey, one of
our long standing partners. Her job will be the Organisational Learning
Advisor and, among other things, she will support and train the staff in different
aspects of recording and reporting. Sharron tells a little of her journey below.
Born and brought up in Africa, eldest daughter of
expatriate parents working in the
pharmaceutical industry, my childhood was spent
roaming the tea plantations and wattle forests of
Kenya, interspersed with regular wildlife safaris in
one of the many national parks with various
business and family visitors. Idyllic it may have
been, but I knew nothing of the Lord until
coming to 6th form education here in the UK
where I met with, and committed my life to, my
forgiving heavenly Father.
It was not so many years later, in 1984 that I went
to see the film “The Killing Fields” and became
aware of the peoples of Cambodia.
Overwhelmingly struck of a need to respond at
the time, my then husband and I immediately
followed up through the book Operation World
(there being no general internet back in those days!!) and by getting in touch with
SAO Cambodia, as it was then, and subsequently attending bible college with
the intention of going out to Cambodia in the early 1990s. For one reason and
another it never came to pass and years, indeed decades, went by till I had come
to the point where I thought perhaps it never would. However, the Lord’s ways
are not our ways and His thoughts are not ours (Isa 55 v 8-9)!
Being a ‘backroom girl’ I have never seen my skills as being the ones that people
really needed but through an unexpected, and certainly unlooked for, tourist visit
to Cambodia I discovered that maybe, just maybe, the Lord did still have a use
for me out there. I am very excited to find that maybe I can bring my experience
over the last 30 years and something of my business analysis, English language
and excel spreadsheet skills to the table and offer them to the Lord in His service
during this period of time being set apart in Cambodia. I hope to be a small pebble that drops a little ripple of knowledge and understanding so that the Cambodian’s can take the skills I share and make them their own and that in this way a
small ripple will extend far beyond just me!
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>> Evidences of transformation - by Denzil Jarvis
It is 29 years since I first visited Cambodia. It was still officially ‘closed’ following
the PolPot years and Russian involvement, but the Cambodia Action Board (then
SAO) felt this may be God’s timing to respond to the plea to ‘Come over and help
us’. Until then the mission had focused on the refugee border camps and the
resettlement of those seeking refuge in the U.K. Now was the time to push the
door. And it opened!! How by God’s grace that happened is another story, but
by 1990 we had a team in Phnom Penh and were one of the first openly Christian
agencies invited to work in-country.
I have since visited on numerous occasions but this year found myself reflecting
on the amazing changes, but sadly also the areas of need that have yet to be
touched.
•

A dirt track airport runway to a splendid busy International Airport;

•

Decaying French colonial houses and slums, to high raised hotels and
shopping malls galore;

•

Streets full of bicycles and cyclos peddled by mine victims to traffic jams of
lorries and luxury cars billowing out fumes;

•

Calls of ‘Soviet, Soviet’ when a white face appeared to an international
community;

•

Children begging on the streets to dorms of students studying in Phnom
Penh;

•

A Church forced to remain ‘underground,’ to freedom of religion and a growing
Church.

Sadly much of the development and access to the gospel hardly reaches beyond
the boundaries of the main cities. Rural Cambodia remains dependant on
subsistence farming, tempting young adults to migrate to the city in the hope of
education and work, but ill equipped for city life, at risk of trafficking, abuse and
slave labour and leaving villages of mainly the very young and elderly.
But all is not doom and gloom! There is some excellent work equipping
Cambodians to reach their own people, strengthen village life, value their own
culture and become the people God intended them to be; and great stories of
lives transformed. Here are some I met.
•

A city slum dweller forced into the countryside following a fire destroying the
slum, to restaurateur providing meals for exploited garment factory workers;

•

A refugee escaping war, in fear for his life, living in a refugee border camp, to
running a barber shop serving his own people;

•

A child living in village poverty with no education, to a primary school teacher
responding to God’s call to teach children in her own childhood village;
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•

A teenager from a troubled broken family
in Vietnam to a missionary to Cambodia
running a café to fund local Cambodian
projects whilst she learns the language for
future ministry;

•

A young Brit with a desire to serve but no
idea how and feeling totally ill equipped to
a Phnom Penh University teacher
seeing students lives changed and showing
a hunger for spiritual things;
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Each one helped on their journey by mission
minded Christians, introduced to the love of
God and now wanting in their own unique way
to share with others what they have received.
Seeds of Hope Café
But this kind of transformation takes time, it
does not happen overnight. That’s why a continued commitment to Cambodia is
essential.
Want to see for yourself? Want to be part of such transformation? Why not:
•

Save up and take a holiday in Cambodia and have a look;

•

Take a sabbatical, experience life in Cambodia and offer your help for a few
months;

•

Sponsor a child to be able to go to school, where the teacher mentioned
above serves;

•

Support a Cambodian Christian with a heart to serve but in need of a source
of income;

Interested to know more? Contact Chris Catlin. (c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org)

>> Thank you for your gifts
Each year an opportunity is shared to our readers
to contribute towards the partnerships that
Cambodia Action has developed over many years.
In the last Action magazine, we featured four
different gifts that included sponsoring children to
go to school, providing for children with
disabilities, ministering to men and food pack for prisoners and their direct
families. I am happy to announce that over £1500 was collected from last year’s
appeal. Thank you all who took part. May the Lord bless you
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>> Pray for Laos
surprise that the team had not come to
‘do’ stuff, adding extra work to the
missionaries, but rather just to serve.
During the trip, Zoran and Margaret
were also able to reconnect with a
young couple that used to help in the
student dorms and teach English and
Khmer back in Phnom Penh. This
couple are doing a great job at
reaching out to the locals and
supporting the pastors in prayer and
fellowship.

Towards the end of last year, a team
from Phnom Penh that pray for
Cambodia and ministries to
Cambodia, travelled as far north as the
Laos border. Included on this trip were
Zoran and Margaret Sulc,
Cambodia Action team members.
Part of this all important trip was to
encourage Christian workers in the
field, praying for them and their families
and the work that they carry out. Often
missionaries are working in remote
places throughout the country and are
without the help and encouragement
that comes from other believers in the
faith. These trips are vital for those that
may just need someone to talk to and
share their burden with. Prayer is an
important part of every Christian’s life
but having someone come alongside
you is a tremendous blessing.
In Zoran’s report back on the trip, he
says that those they visited expressed
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The trip included visiting a town on
the Mekong river overlooking Laos.
Many local people from Laos cross
the border by river to trade and sell at
local markets. Laos is a country that is
considered unreached because of its
closed policy. Some missionaries have
settled in the area and are working to
evangelise and church plant among
these from Laos.
Please pray for Laos.
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JOIN IN THE 100 CHALLENGE

ACTION

>>

>> PRAISE

Praise God for all of our team members that
work hard in the country. We Thank God for:
• Zoran and Margaret Sulc who in their retirement
are willing to serve and travel around sharing the
love of God.
• Phola and Sarah Chhin who have worked hard
for years in the different opportunities that God has
opened up to them. Faithfully working in the different local NGO’s and the various
NGO building projects. Serving the community and being a testimony.
• Jez and Jacqui Heasman for their long term commitment in working in Cambodia.
Jacqui and Jez have faithfully served the Hope school in Siem Reap, a school that
gives children a good solid education including Christian values.
• Jeri-Lee who works as a drama teacher at Hope School in Phnom Penh. Jeri Lee is
loved by many of her students.
• Herry and Susie (not pictured), who have served in Cambodia for many years. They
tirelessly pour out their lives into young people, the church and communities.

>> PRAYER

Please will you stand with us to pray for our team in Cambodia.
• Pray that God will refresh each one of them with His spirit.
• Pray that the Lord would protect each one as they drive to work, to projects or to
school for children.
• Pray that the work that they carry out would bring much fruit into the lives of the
Cambodians.
• Pray for wisdom each day as they work and live in difficult places and are exposed
to difficult situations each day.
• Pray for new team members that will come to Cambodia and serve alongside our
team.

Change of address
Cambodia Action’s phone number and address have changed
New postal address: 120 Maisemore, Yate, BS37 8UW
New phone number: 01454 329332
Cambodia Action, 120 Maisemore, Yate, BS37 8UW.
Tel: 01454 - 329332, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.cambodiaaction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382

