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GENERAL INFORMATION
Cambodia Action is an evangelical
inter-denominational mission and
development agency, founded in
1973 by Major Taing Chhirc of the
Cambodian Evangelical Church. The
object is to promote the Christian faith
and relieve poverty and distress among
the peoples of Southeast Asia. Work is
now solely amongst Cambodians.
Cambodia Action is a member of
International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC), Global Connections and the
Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia
(EFC).
DONATIONS
We rely on God to meet our needs
through gifts. All donations are
acknowledged
unless
otherwise
requested. General gifts may be
allocated to the greatest need, although
donors can indicate a preference.
Funds given for a specific appeal will
be used for that purpose.
Cheques should be made payable to
“Cambodia Action” and sent to the Yate
Office.
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Cambodia Action is working in partnership in
Cambodia with three other missions as part
of International Co-operation Cambodia
(ICC)
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>> Editorial
The LORD is good, a refuge and stronghold in times of trouble. He cares for
those who trust in him, Nahum 1:7
Dear friends,
Most people enjoy this time
of the year as Christmas is
coming. It is a time of joy and
giving, it is a happy time, a
period when we celebrate the birth of
our Saviour, the goodness of God born
and poured out in our world. A time to
remind ourselves of the goodness of
our God. His scripture written years ago
from the prophet Nahum expresses just
that.
During this past year we have seen
turbulent events across the globe, a
changing world including what has
been happening internally in
Cambodia. But despite this we are
assured of one thing - God is
unchanged, unaffected by what is going
on in our world today, therefore we are
unchanged in our commitment to this
wonderful country. Those who serve
with Cambodia Action all agree, we
have seen and experienced His
goodness, and we will continue to see
His grace over and over again, our trust
is in Him.
We continue to communicate this to
those that God has put in our paths to
serve, the ones that have been
marginalised because of their financial
status, or their physical health condition

or just the fact that they are small and
easily exploited. Our valuable partners
have also worked tirelessly this past
year to show and demonstrate His
goodness to those that they serve - we
salute them.
During the year we have said goodbye
to a wonderful couple who laboured for
over 17 years in Cambodia, working to
make Cambodia a better place to live.
This past year we have also been able
to visit a number of partner projects
and support the work that they carry
out on the ground. I had the privilege
of visiting children of prisoners in the
morning and prisoners in the afternoon,
handing out much needed supplies to
the children and food to those
incarcerated.
Some may ask, why still go? My
answer is ‘God has called us to spread
His goodness’. We do what we do
because He wants to demonstrate His
love through us. In this edition we have
included a gift catalogue. Please
consider giving a gift to one of our
partner organizations and help us
continue spreading the Goodness of
God.
Merry Christmas and a very blessed
2020.
				

Chris

Cambodia Action wish all our readers
a peaceful and blessed Christmas.
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>>SUNRISE - Our newest partnership
For years Cambodia Action
has respected partnerships as
a significant part of seeing the
kingdom of God come to those
living in Cambodia. One of the
strategic priority the trustees
have established is palliative
care, caring for those who are
inflicted with a life threatening
decease.
Last year we entered into
conversations with Sunrise in
Kampong Cham, a project of the NGO CRM/InnerChange. Here is their story:
In 2001, people were so afraid of the HIV virus that they would kick out infected
family members, leaving them to die. Sunrise was formed to love and care for
these outcasts. Over time, Sunrise developed three ways to care for those who
are HIV +: a 6-bed hospice, regular visits in the home, and support of their
children’s education. However, we have seen that:
• Increasingly, people choose to die at home, not in a hospital or our hospice.
• Deaths due to HIV are decreasing while cancers and metabolic diseases
(diabetes, stroke, heart attacks) are increasing.
• Pain medications are very hard to get.
• End-of-life is perhaps an opportunity to share the love of Jesus Christ.
As a result of these factors, the Sunrise project is needing to recruit new staff
and expand their financial base. This is in order to upgrade the hospice program
which will include providing hospice care in people’s homes for any illness, all the
while continuing the ongoing work like children’s education and prison work.
Sunrise goals are to give family members skills to care for their dying loved one,
make pain medications available, help emotionally & practically prepare for death,
and offer prayer and spiritual support. This work will support the overall mission
of Sunrise, which is ‘To demonstrate the love and restoration of Jesus Christ
through word and deed, by holistically meeting the needs of vulnerable people,
especially those living with HIV/AIDs, chronic & terminal illnesses, and prisoners.’
Sunrise has 10 Cambodian staff with a Cambodian director, supported by 2 InnerChange Ex-pat missionaries. We are pleased that Cambodia Action and Sunrise
have signed a memorandum of understanding that will help form the basis of our
partnering together to see people lives influenced by the love of God. We look
forward to working with Sunrise. If you would like to read more about Sunrise
please visit our web site at www.cambodiaaction.org
								
By Chris Catlin

>> www.cambodiaction.org
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This Christmas you have an opportunity to help us help the less
fortunate, as all gifts featured here will help transform the lives
of the poor and marginalised in Cambodia.
Simply choose your gift, complete the order form, and return it
to us. To save bank charges, and if you are able to do so, we are
encouraging online giving: Please either go to the ‘GIVE’ section
on our website (www.cambodiaaction.org) or use BACS payment
to our bank account (Ref: Christmas gift). Don’t forget to Gift
Aid your gift if you are able to do so. We will still be delighted to
receive payment by cheque if online giving isn’t possible!

PPC Bright Future: Support towards a
child’s schooling costs
Each year we give children an opportunity to
go to school. Most of the children that receive
sponsorship through the Brighter Future
Program come from poor families who not
able to afford the uniforms, books, stationery
that they need. This is an opportunity to help
change that. Part of the funds go towards
giving the children a good meal each day.

			
			

1
3
6
1

month
months
months
year

£20 		
£60		
£120		
£240		

Code
Code
Code
Code

9001
9002
9003
9004

M’lup Russey
M’lup Russey works with local authorities
in several provinces to help them identify
the most vulnerable children in their areas
of jurisdiction. This often leads to serious
emergency cases coming to light, including
children who have been attacked, children
who need urgent medical care, children
who have been abandoned, children in situations of exploitation
and many other crises, which the M’lup Russey teams are called
on to help with.
£15 will enable M’lup Russey to support children in dire
www.CambodiaAction.org

emergencies by providing access to services such as: medical care - counselling - legal support - transport to a
place of safety
		
£15 - Code – 9005

Sunrise - Medicines
Cambodian prisons are limited in their
ability to provide medical care to the
prisoners, but overcrowding makes
infectious diseases spread quickly.
Sunrise runs a medical clinic in the
local prison, providing medication to
the prisoners. Common medicines
include anti-fungal creams, antibiotics,
cold medicines, and vitamins (for malnutrition).
Medicines to treat 15 prisoners - £ 5
Medicines to treat 45 prisoners - £15

Code 9006
Code 9007

Good Real Men - Christmas / New Year Celebration
The Agape mattress factory in Kampong Spue was established
by CA workers Susie and Herry to provide work and a witness
to this rural community. This coming
Christmas, Zoran Sulc from Good Real
Men with others want to provide food
for a Christmas meal. As Christmas is
now becoming a commercial event
in Cambodia we want to celebrate by
putting Jesus at the centre of it –
celebrating the salvation he came to
give and the hope this brings for the year ahead.
40 people are expected to attend the celebration- a gift of £10
will help feed 5 people with meat and vegetables.
Feeding 5 people - £10		

Code 9008

Christmas Gifts Order Form
Please complete and return to the Cambodia Action office, address below.
Title: ............. Forenames: .........................................
Surname:.....................................................................
Address: ...............................................................................................
..................................................................... Postcode: .......................
Tel: ................................ Email: ............................................................
Gift Code

Description

Price

Quantity

Total

Grand Total
I would like Cambodia Action to treat this donation as Gift Aid:
This Gift
Yes
No
All donations from the date of this declaration until notified otherwise.
Yes
No
(I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at
least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on
my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will
reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2008 and will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April
2008.)

You can also email your order
Christmas Gifts
to:Cambodia Action
120 Maisemore,
c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org
Yate B537 8UW
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach.
Charity No: 293382

www.cambodiaaction.org
>> www.CambodiaAction.org



Signature: ................................................................ Date: ....................
Please return this form and payment to the address below. Cheques payable
to Cambodia Action. If you would like to receive a receipt, please tick box.
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>> Cambodia Action Team retreat - 8th/9th November
When I travel on my bi-annual trips to
Cambodia, one of the highlights of the
trip is to bring all the team members
together for prayer, fellowship and
a good meal. In the planning for my
October/November trip, we had months
before discussed the possibility of a
Cambodia Action team retreat outside
of the city at some nice resort. All the
arrangements and details were in
place but unfortunately not long before
I arrived in country, an announcement
was made of the return to Cambodia of
the exiled opposition party leader with
planned public demonstration against
the government - this would fall on
the same weekend of our retreat. It
became clear that we needed to move
into the city for safety reasons as there
could have been some trouble on the
main roads. We had to find an
alternative venue and this task needed
to happen really quickly. This proved a
bit difficult as the same weekend was
the annual water festival with
thousands of people coming to the
city from the provinces to observe the
festivities. The city was to become very
busy, crowded and unpredictable, we
needed a safe space and after a good
search the Lord provided a suitable
venue.
For the retreat, Cambodia Action had
invited Neil Edbrooke a church leader
from Bristol as our guest speaker and a
first time visitor to Cambodia. As much
time possible was given to Neil, time
slots divided into three different
sessions which also included

Neil Edbrooke
stoppage time to reflect and pray. He
spoke deeply to our hearts concerning
some really important questions that
we all need to be asking of the Lord,
questions that pertain to life and the
quality of life. Neil was also able to
share a lot about his own journey of
faith in the Lord, using different
stories to illustrate turning points in his
own life. This was a refreshing time
for our team members, especially on
the Friday night when it was a smaller
group of just the CA team members
with guest arriving in the morning. Neil
is a good communicator and was very
proactive with the team members,
encouraging and praying for them.
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>> (continued)
The venue was a Christian owned
restaurant that also serves on Sundays
as a church, this therefore gave us the
freedom to worship with songs and to
break bread together without
interruptions. Zoran, one of
Cambodia Action’s team members led
us in sharing at the table of the Lord.
One of Neil’s skills apart from
communication is photography. He had
brought a camera with him on the trip
and this gave us a good opportunity to
video some team members
speaking about Cambodia and the need
to still come to this wonderful country. A
short video will be compiled that we can
share on Facebook and our website.

www.cambodiaaction.org
>> www.CambodiaAction.org

David Adams, Cambodia Action’s
chairman had also made the trip to
be part of the team retreat. David was
really helpful in sharing the board of
trustees plans and thoughts regarding
the future of the organization both in
the UK and Cambodia. This gave the
team opportunities to ask questions
directly. The future of the mission will
be changing on leaving ICC this year,
with looking ahead to place a Director
in-country, a person that will oversee
team and partnerships.
I want to thank Neil and David for
making this trip and giving up their time
to minister to the team.
			
Chris Catlin
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>> Why still Cambodia?
World news is dominated by politics and economics, but the news in the
Kingdom of God is that it continues to increase, irrespective of politics and
economics because Jesus said “my kingdom is not of this world”. Cambodia has
elected members of the ruling party to all 125 seats in the National Assembly.
This may prompt adverse political and economic repercussions from others, but
CA’s mission, to bring Cambodians into God’s kingdom remains unchanged.
Cambodians have welcomed Christians because we have shown them God’s
love in many ways, being among the first to help their recovery after the Khmer
Rouge darkness. Development since then has made many places
unrecognisable, yet other places remain virtually unchanged.
Right now there is a window of
opportunity to support the growing
Cambodian Church as it ministers to
spiritual and physical needs around it.
Consecrated and capable Cambodians
with vision appreciate help from servanthearted sisters and brothers from all over
the world. In this age of easy travel and
instant global communication, God is
making connections.
There is work to be done in church building, social and economic capacity
building and outreach to the poor, abused and marginalized. Cambodians know
what the needs are and they welcome encouragement and assistance. This may
be with technical skills, professional expertise, team building, theological training
or simply personal mentoring from someone they come to trust.
The church has suffered and grown from a tiny remnant in 1979, when Pol Pot
was ousted, to over 2% of the 16,300,000 population. The Good Shepherd left
the 99 to seek the lost 1. In Cambodia 98 are still lost - God’s question to Jonah
(4:11 modified) still applies;
“Cambodia has more than 16,000,000 living in spiritual darkness. Shouldn’t I feel
sorry for such a great nation?”
If God’s love for Cambodia is stirring your heart, perhaps in a new way, talk to us
to see where might lead you. CA continues to help people to find and step into
their role. This will involve research, prayer and conversations with those already
serving. It may include a personal visit, even if the work turns out to be at a
distance serving those who are out there.
Contact Chris Catlin at c.catlin@cambodiaaction.org.
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>> PRAYER as Cambodia Action moves forward

At the end of October our time as a member agency of ICC came to an end after
19 years. During this period with ICC we have been encouraged by number of lives
changed and communities enriched through the various projects in which we were
involved. Cambodia has made great progress and now Phnom Penh is barely
recognisable from the early days. Within Cambodia Action we have had to
evaluate how we need to change now in order that we have an effective role in the
future. We also want to ensure we have a leadership which is able to respond to the
rapidly changing situation within Cambodia. We want to encourage a team within
Cambodia which will continue to be a useful vessel through which God is able to work.
The trustees therefore have decided to initiate steps to move the Executive Director
role to Cambodia. We believe this will strengthen the existing team and allow new
projects to be identified and implemented much more efficiently. It will also enable us
to develop our commitment to discipling and mentoring as a core values within the
team.
Please pray that we may have wisdom and the leading of the Holy Spirit in appointing
the right person for this next chapter as we serve Christ in Cambodia.
If you would like further details, please email Dave Adams via
Dave.Adams@davidkearopticians.co.uk

Change of address
Cambodia Action’s phone number and address have changed
New postal address: 120 Maisemore, Yate, BS37 8UW
New phone number: 01454 329332
Cambodia Action, 120 Maisemore, Yate, BS37 8UW.
Tel: 01454 - 329332, Email: office@CambodiaAction.org
Web site: www.cambodiaaction.org
Registered as Southeast Asian Outreach Charity No: 293382

